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EDITOE'S NOTE 

In 1902, seven years alter the publication of this 
book, Political Philosophy suffered a great loss in 
the death of the Author. Natural Bights is de- 
scribed by his biographer as his largest book. It is 
certainly that in which he developed his thoughts 
most fully, and it is a pleasure to his friends to 
know that a new edition is called for. 
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When I began, some three years ago, to write a paper on "Natural 
Rights,” wMoh has grown by degrees into the present volume, I 
had a certain fear that in oritioising that famous theory I might 
be oooupied in slaying the already slain. Reoent ezperi'ende haS^ 
however, convinced mo that the theory is still, in a sense, alive, or 
at least capable of mischief. Though disclaimed by almost all our 
more careful writers on politics and ethics, it yet remains a common- 
place of the newspaper and the platform, not only in the United 
States of America, where the theory may be said to form part of the 
national creed, but in this country, where it was assailed a century 
ago by both Burke and Bentham. If it be suggested that an ex- 
posure of faUaoies, which have survived the attack of two critics so 
great and of such diverse genius, is either futile or superduous, I 
should answer that I hope 1 have approached the theory in a spirit 
more appreciative and sympathetic than was possiblu to the eloquent 
passion of Burke, or to the keen, cold, abstractly logical analysis of 
Bentham. At least, I have endeavoured to regard the theory in the 
light of its historical significance ; for it is never sufficient to argue 
that a widely held opinion is erroneous without trying to show how 
and why it came to be widely held. What I have attempted is 
simply a contribution to an hiskirical and critical analysis of a set 
of conceptions which have had, for good and evil, an enormous 
influence in the region of practical politics and legislation. The 
study is but a fragment of political philosophy; and even in itself 
it is inevitably incomplete. Illustrations and applications might 
have been multiplied indefinitely; and any selection must always 
seem arbitrary to some readers. The subject of "liberty of thought” 
has been discussed at what may seem disproportionate length ; but 
it appeared to me one of the most suitable for the sake of illustration, 
and the treatment accorded to it is, after all, not very lengthy. 
Chapter 'VIII, will serve its purpose best, if it should help to provoke 
some competent historical student to undertake a history jjf the 
practice and of the idea of toleration, on which X have only given a 
few jottings. '* 

In writing on any political subject, however scientific and academic 
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one may seek to be, it is impossible to evoid matters of practical 
controversy or to escape all suspidon of partisanship. I would only 
ask fair-minded readers to take no one passage as convoying my 
opinions apart from qualifications expressed or implied in what is 
said elsewhere in the volume. Oonservative, Liberal, Badical, 
Socialist, may each, amid much to dissent from, find something 
with which he may agree; and 1 think this ought to be sg, for 
each of them represents some aspect of political truth neglected by 
the others. The only political theorists whom 1 expect to dissent 
from everything 1 have written are Anarohists, whether calling 
themselves such, or by one of the other four names. Anarchism is 
the creed of unreason in politics, and is a political philosophy only in 
the sense in which absolute scepticism may be called a metaphysical 
system. 

For much of the historical material that I have used in this hook 
1 am indebted, directly or indirectly, to the kind help of special 
students of history, whom I have the good fortune to connt among 
my friends. Of these I ought particularly to name Mr, Charles H. 
Firth. For many valuable suggestions I have to thank my friend 
Mr, J. H. Mnirhead, who, as editor of this Series, has read the book 
through, both in MS. and in proof. Amd in every stage of the work 
I owe more than I can fittingly express here to the advice, encourage- 
ment and oriUcisms of my wife. But for all errors and shortcomings 
I must myself accept the full responsibility. The book has been 
written at intervals, and amid many interruptions and much pressure 
of other work. Yet I trust that it may be of some interest to the 
general reader, as well as of some use to the special student of ethics 
and politics. Hone of it has appeared in print before, except the 
short chapter on " The Bight of Property,” which was published, 
in an Itedian translation, in La Si/orma Sociale of May, 1894 
The appendix is given for the convenience of the student. It con- 
tains the two oldest of the American Declarations of Hatural Bights, 
and all the French Declarations, as the latter are not very easily 
accessible in this country. The translation of ihe Declaration of 
1789, which appears in Paine’s SigMs of Man, is inserted, as possess- 
juc^ an historical interest on its own account, 

Sv. Am>BBW3, 

October, 1894. 
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CHAPTEE I 
THE PBINCIPLBS OE ’89 

The principles of 1789 " were embodied in the Declaration 
of the Eights of Man, which was prefixed to the Constitution 
promulgated in ITfil.vThey are often spokem of, by those 
who admire and by those who reject them, ‘as if they were 
the distinctive and peculiar creed of the French Eevolution.' 
But France deserves neither the credit nor the blame of 
endeavouring to express for the first time, and for all time, 
in a few abstract phrases the political and social faith on 
^whioh her institutions were to be founded and built up. 
France has suffered more than any nation because of this creed 
of liberty and equality that she proclaimed in the face of the 
world }s|but her critics, among whom may now be found many 
Frenchmen as well as Englishmen and G-ermans, are guilty 
of historical inaccuracy, if, on the evidence of this creed, they 
contrast the foolish abstractions of the Gallic spirit with the 
prudent positivism /of those whom they are pleased to call 
“ Anglo-Saxons.” '^If the French may be blamed at all in the 
matter, there is more ground for alleging that they simply 
plagiarised “ Anglo-Saxon ” formulas. Every article in the 
French revolutionary creed had been already formulated-— and 
often (as will be shown in detail) in less carefully guarded 
phraseology — by the atnancipated “Anglo-Saxons ” on the other 
side of the AtlanticjJ When Lafayette sent the key of the 
destroyed Bastille by Thomas Paine to George Washington, he 
was, in a picturesque symbol, confiessing the debt of France to 
America.^ ‘^t is true that neither the “ Articles of Oonfedera- 
tion ” of 1777, nor the “ Constitution of the United States,” as 
originally proposed (1787) and ratified, contained any “Bill,” or 
“Declaration of Eights"; it is true, also, that the first ten 
“Amendments,” which were added in 1789, were regarded by 
Jefferson as a somewhat inadequate substitute for the Declara- 
tion of Eights which he desired.’ But it should not be for- 

* See Mououre Coaway, o/ Thomas Pains, I pp, 272-275. 

’ See Isis letters to Mlidison quoted by Janet, Mst< de ta Scisnes 
PoUtiqvfi (iSd. 8), 1,, Ihtrijd., pp. xidix.-xxxi. 
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gotten, /?rs#, that the Declaration of Independence (1776) had 
already named the natural and “ unalienable rights,” in virtue 
of which the American colonists justified their rebellion 
against the British Government and their existence as a 
group ol leagued but independent States : and second, that 
the Constitution of the United States— even that of 1787— was 
regarded as only drawing closer the bonds of allianoe between 
States which were atUl supposed to retain, in many respects, 
their sovereign rights. The Constitution of the Union only 
contains the terms of the federal compact.^ It declares the 
rights of the Stalm as against the Federal Government. The 
appropriate place for the declaration of the rights of the indi- 
vidual citizen is not in the federal constitution, but in the consti- 
tutions of the several States.ij And in most of the Constitutions 
which originated after 1776 (some of the States retaining for 
a considerable period — ^Ehode Island as late as 1842 — ^their old 
colonial charters), there is a Declaration, or BiU of Bights, 
exactly analogous to the French declaration. ” Rill nf, 
Ei^^” of Virginia (June 12th, 1776) may be taken as 
typical : it Ms served as the model for many similar declara- 
tions, adopted after American independence had been secured.. 
“ Other colonies,” says Bancroft, “ had framei^illB of rights 
in reference to their relations with Britain ;^'^ginia moved 
charters and customs to primal principles; from a narrow 
altercation about facts to the contemplation of immutable 
truth, fehe summoned the eternal laws of man’s being to pro- 
test against aU. tyranny These words are worth pondering, 
and also the words of the “Bill of Eights ” itself. They may 
serve as a wholesome warning against the habit of explaining 
political institutions and political ideas by faoiln theories of 
rao e-difiFerence . 

As il. taul Janet has weU said, “ If the French Eevolution 
has lasted longer and been more violent than the English 

* See below, pp. 241, 242. 

* IVaiiicliii had the American State Constitations translated into 
IVeoeh, and presented them to Louis XVI. Of. Moucure Conway, Life 
(tfPninfifl, p, 290. 

* qfVte Vinited Stores (ed. VXu. p. 888. In H. Paul Janet's 
'^Introductden” to the 8rd edition of his Histoire de la Seimce Politique, 
^ oonfrast drawn by if. Boutmy between the French and Ameiioan 
QfSfStititMous in this matter of natural xights, sftms to me very effoatirely 



5 


CH. i] THE PRlNCIFJL£.ii ujf '69 

Revolution, it is because it has taken place a century later,” ^ 
The English parliamentarian was able to appeal, with more 
or less accuracy, to “ historical rights ” — not in a forgotten, 
but in a recent past. The advocate of oopstitutional govern- 
ment in the France of 1789 could not appeal to any “ ^torioal 
righ^ ” that were known to any one but antiquarians^ Apart 
from the longer postponement of the crisis, the remedy was 
more difficult to find in Prance than in England, secured 
against continental complications by her insular position, or 
than in America, separated by the ocean from the government 
she was shaking off, and either receiving the sympathy, op- 
free from the interference of distant European powers. NThe 
principles of the French Revolution were phrased in “ meta* 
physical ” language. This was not due to a special defect in 
the French mind, but to the spirit of the eighteenth century. 
The English revolutionists of 1640 to 1660 spoke in theological 
language; it was the fashion of their time. The inheritors 
of English traditions in Amerioa talk the same “ metaphysical 
jargon ” which the French were to repeat in the next decade/ 
The Virginians declare — 


“ 7 hat all men are by nature equally free and independent, and have 
certain inherent rights, of which, when they enter into a state of society, 
they cannot hy any compact deprive or divest their posterity ; namely, 
the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means of acquiring and pos- 
sessing property, and pursuing and obtaining happiness and safety. 

“That all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the 
people; that magistratea are their trustees and servants, and at all times 
amenable to them. 

“That government is, or ovight to he, instituted for lihe common 
benefit, protection and security of the people, nation or community ; of 
all the varions modes and forms of government, that is best which is cap- 
able of produdng the greatest degree of happiness and safety, and Is most 
effectually seoured against the danger of maladministration ; and tiiat 
when a government shall be found inadequate or contrary to these pnr- 
poses, a majority of the community hath an induHtahle, unalienable and 
indefeasible right to reform, alter or abolish i\ij^ snob manner as shall 
be judged most conducive to the public weak” 


Is there anything more extreme iu the French declarations 
of 1791 and 1793 ? vAnd ia there one word of Strike’s eloquent 
denunOiation of “metaphyaio jughta” which would not be 
equally applicable to this Virginian dedaiation of 1776 ? And 
the AmericaiLS ahonli^, in his eyes, have had the less excuse 


» ma, de la So. Pol, (ed. 8), p. Ixi. 
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for their metaphyBios, beoanse they might have continued to 
appeal, as they already had appealed, to the inheritanoe of 
English liberties. 

v/We must not suppose that this appeal to natural rights was 
due solely to the influence of Eousseau, or that save for French 
“ metaphysics ” such ideas "would never have found a hoijie in 
;tthe minds of men of English race and English speech. “ Men 
being by nature all free, equal and independent, no one can 
be put out of this estate and subjected to the politdcal power 
of another "without hi3 0"wn consent.” These are the words 
of the sober Englishman, John Locke ; ^ and in his TreaUse of 
CivU Qomrnmentf the great intellectual vindication of the prin- 
ciples of the ’Whig revolution of 1688,® will be found every 
one of the three principles which Burke condemns, and which 
he doubtless did not And expressly formulated in the Act of 
the 1st of 'William and Mary, sess. 2, oh. 2, which is known 
as the “ Declaration of Eight.” The principles of the revo- 
lution of 1688, according to Dr. Eichard Price, were these : — 
that we have a right (1) “ To choose our o"wn governors ; ” 
(2) “ To cashier them for misconduct j ” (3) “ To frame a 
government for ourselves.” * The doctrines of the American 
Declaration of Independence resemble far more closely the 
vie"ws of Locke than those of Eousseau. Foue at least of those 
theories in respect of which Eousseau differs from Locke are 
to be found in the American Declaration. And one passage 
in the American Declaration echoes not merely the ideas, but 
the veiy phrMeology of Locke’s Treatise.* 

But the theory of natural rights was not Locke’s invention. 
Neither he nor Jean Jacques can claim the credit of having 
“discovered the lost title-deeds of the human race.” The 
j theory of natureil rights is simply the logical outgrowth of the 
Protestant revolt against the authority of tradition, the logi- 
cal outgrowth of the Protestant appeal to private judgment, 
i,e. to the reason and oonsdenoe of the individual. Speakmg 

* TnoHseofOivil Qovertmeni, H. § 6B. 

* It was puWshed ia 1690, though the greater part of it may have been 
written hafore 1688. See Pox Bonrne, Life of Locke, II. pp. 16B, 166. 

* JDfacoitrss on tAe Love of our Couniry, delivered on Nov. 4th, 1789. 
Ot. Burke, Ei^teetians on the Revolution in Prance, near the beginning. 

* Compare with -the Bedaration (see Appendbc) Xiocke’s IHatiee of 
OioU Omernttmi, U. § S35, espeoially the wor&, “But if a long train 

'"ftl abOMa " ata '' 
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generally, 'wa may say that throughout all the struggles of 
the Mid^e Ages, it was not “ liberty ” for which men fought, 
but “liberties.*’ Privileges were claimed because of some 
real or fancied authority in the past. A town, a district, a 
corporation, or a social class alleged on its own behalf im- 
meij^orial custom or some definite royal, imperial, or papal 
grant or charter. The political theories of the Middle Ages 
were mostly the theories of men living in the cloister, or 
trained under monastic influences. They implied the accep- 
tance of three great authorities, which might be interpreted 
or applied, but were not to be q^uestioned — the authority of 
the Bible, of Aristotle, and of Justinian, Now, as we shall 
see, each of these authorities contributed something (Aristotle 
least of aU) to that idea of a Law of Nature which, in the 
eighteenth century, became the basis of the revolutionary 
creed. But, while the intellect of Europe still lived under the 
abiding shadow of the Holy Eoman Empire and the Holy 
Homan Ohuroh, man did not think of himself except as the 
member of a particular nation, and, still more even, as the mem- 
ber of a definite social class or caste. The Aristotelian doctrine 
that “ man is by nature a political animal ” had acquired the 
sanctity of a dogma, and kept the mediaeval thinker from 
iTna g iTiiTig man’s rights in abstraction from any partionlar 
political society. StOl, even in the Middle Ages among the 
unlettered multitudes, with whom Aristotle and Justinian 
counted for nothing, hut the dimly known Hebrew Scriptures 
for a great deal, we find the first germs of an appeal to some- 
thing beyond all charters and all customs and usages of 
which lawyers knew. WyolijBPe’s startling thesis that “ every 
one in a state of grace has real lordship over the whole uni- 
verse,”^ from which he deduces hia ideal of community of 
property, can hardly be cited as a medissval ezam][de of the 
natural rights theory, because it is not man as man, but 
only the saints that are in this fashion to inherit the earth. 
The man who is in mortal sin c annot hold dmtinion or lord- 
ship at all. Nevertheless, it is easy to see what might become 
of such interpretations of the Bible when they made their 
way into the minds of the poor parish priests, or of oppressed 

» See Wyoliffe, Ite GlIMi Dominio, edited by R. L. Pode. Pref., pp, 
xxU.*«siv. 
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peasants, who fonnd in some scriptural phrase a voice for 
their sufferings and for their claims. 

/ “ Wlieii Adam dalf and Ev6 span, 

Who was then the gentleman ? ” 

In these words, which fixed in the popular mind the teach- 
ings of the “ mad ” Wyclifflte, John Ball, we have a genraine 
appeal to the ‘natural equality of mankind. The Bible, which 
VyoTiffe had tried to open to his countrymen, admitted, in- 
deed, of diverse interpretations. Adam’s dominion over the 
creatures was appealed to by Sir Robert Filmer ^ in the seven- 
teenth century as a ground for the divine right of kings to 
rule despotio^y ; but an English peasant of the fourteenth 
oentory, or of the seventeenth, was likely to find a different 
lesson in the story of the “ grand old gardener and his wife.” 
If aU mankind were the sons of Adam, and if all might be- 
come by adoption the sons of God, distinctions of birth, and 
wealth, and power seemed a mere human invention, a conse- 
quence (but why an inevitable consequence ?) of sin and the 
corruption of human nature. Under the reign of the saints 
might we not get rid of these inequalities ? The doctrine of 
the “ Levellers ” may not be the doctrine of the most learned, 
nor of the most orthodox, theologians, but it represents the 
ideal which the exercise of private judgment in the study of 
the Bible had kifidled in the minds of the disinherited and 
t^ oppressed. 

I have already referred incidentally to the historical or 
quasi-historioal character of the rights claimed by the English 
parliamentarians in the seventeenth century. The more 
advanced sections of the anti-royalist party find themselves 
driven farther and farther back in their claims. “ To recover 
our birthrights and privileges as Englishmen,” “ to purchase 
our inheritances which have been lost,” are alleged by some 
of OromweU’s soldiers as the reason why they had taken up 
arms.^ They are not content with Lancastrian precedents: 
they profess to seek to undo the mischief of “ Normanism.” 
The times before the Norman Conquest are imagined as a 
golden age when Englishmen had their rights, According to 


* Ih his ExtrimrcTtOf jmbliahed 1080 (Filmer died, 1653). It is against 
tfads hock that Locke wrote bis first TreaHae of Qivil Qovirtmemt. 

4 ^ Otarke Pe^pett (debates in the Farliamentaiy army, 1647], 

r*- W IKvI-'k Wnl t «« OOK QOO n 
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some of the “ Levellers,” the law and the constitution, alike 
were part of the Norman yoke.^ “ The greatest mischief of 
aU, and the oppressing bondage of England ever since the 
Norman yoke,” says Lilbnrn, “is a law -called the common 
law. . . . The laws of this nation are unworthy a free 
people, and deserve from first to last to be considered and 
seriously debated, and reduced to an agreement with com- 
mon equity and right reason, which ought to be the form 
and life of every government. Magna Charta itself, being 
but a beggarly thing, containing many marks of intolerable 
bondage, and the laws that have been made since by Parlia- 
ments have in very many particulars made our government 
much more oppressive and intolerable.”®^ 

Thomas Edwards, the “shallow Edwards” of Milton’s 
sonnet, a Presbyterian and constitutionalist, complains of the 
“ s eoiiajaaa,” in his Gmgr(ma:—^A& they do in matters of 
rel^SS^tod conscience fly from the Scriptures, and from 
supernatUTid truths revealed there, that a man may not be 
questioned for going against them, but only for errors against 
the light of nature and right reason ; so they do also in civil 
government and things of this world, they go from the laws 
and constitution of kingdoms, and will be governed by rules 
according to nature and right reason ; and though the laws 
and customs of a kingdom be never so plain and clear against 
their ways, yet they will not submit, but ory^t for natural 
rights derived from Adam and right reason.” V 

Elsewhere the same writer explains what these sectaries 
meant by natural rights. men [according to them] are by 

nature the sons of Adam, and flrom him have legitimately 
derived a natural propriety [*.e. property], right and freedom. 
, . . By natural birth all men are equally and alike bom 
to like propriety, liberty, and freedom ; and as we are delivered 
of God by the hand of nature into this world, every one with 
a natural innate freedom and propriety, even so we are to live, 
every one eq^imHy and alike, to enjoy his birthright and 
privilege.”* ^ 

* ThA Clarke Papers, Pref., p. bd. 

* Quoted from Lilbuta’s Just Manfs Justification, pp. Il-IB, by Mr. C. 
H. Hrth, in bis Prof, to the Clarke Papers, I. p. Ixi, 

* Qangrcma, pt. iii. 20, quoted likewise by Mr. Firtb, p. lx. (1 have 
modemieed the spelling.} 

. ... imw-l. n Trii* 
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Thus already in the Puritan revolution o£ the seventeenth 
century the appeal to historio right was replaced by an appeal 
to natural rights. The struggle for parliamentary liberties led 
some men to go behind parliaments and charters, just as the 
independent study of the Bible led some men to go behind the 
authority of Bible and to rely on the authority of “ the inner 
light ” alone. This is the logical outcome of Protestantism, 
however unacceptable to the majority of those calling them- 
selves Protestants, however unsatisfactory and dangerous in 
the eyes of those who were more influenced by the historio 
spirit and who realised in more or less intelligent fashion the 
necessity of social cohesion and continuity. When compared 
with the “ Levellers ” — those Puritan precursors of Eobespierre 
and St. Just — Oromwell and Ireton show their intellectual 
affinity with Burke, or even with Dr. Johnson. “ We are very 
apt, all of us, to call that faith which perhaps may be but 
carnal imagination.”^ In these words OromweU pours cold 
water on the fire of the mystical enthusiasts, who abounded in 
the parliamentary army. Oromwell objects to the “ Agreement 
of the People " that it contained too great alterations in the 
government of the country,* Ireton abhors arguments about 
abstract justice, and scents danger in the appeal to natural 
rights. “ When I do hear men speak of laying aside all en- 
gagements to consider only that wild or vast notion of what 
in every man’s conception is just or unjust, I am afraid and 
do tremble at the boundless and endless consequences of it. . . . 
If you do paramount to all constitutions hold up this law 
of nature, I would fain have any man shew me where you will 
end.” ® 

Puritan England had produced the theory of natural rights; 
but the conditions were not yet favourable for its abundant 
growth. The American colonists a century later appealed at 
Arab to the customary and traditional rights of all British sub- 
jects. The Convention at New York, in October, 1765, while 
protesting byalty to His Ehjesty King Q-eorge, declared 
“ That it is inseparably essenti^ to the freedom of a people, 
and the undoubted right of Englisbmen, that no taxes be 
imposed on them but with their own consent, given person- 

* Clarke Papers, I. p. 238. 

*iatU,p.2S8. ■ 

*n}id.nn Bftt an? 
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ally or by tbeir representatives. . . . That trial by jury 
is the inherent and invaluable right of every British subject 
in these colonies,” and so on, entirely in the spirit of the 
English Bill of Rights of 1689, But in, the Declaration of 
Rights of the Philadelphia Congress of 1774 appeal is made 
not cply to “the principles of the English constitution 
and the several charters or compacts,” but to “the immu- 
table laws of nature”; and first among the rights claimed 
comes the right “to life, liberty, and property,”^ In the 
Declaration of Independence of July 4th, 1776, no more is 
said about the rights of British subjects. The thirteen united 
States of America base their claim to independence on “ cer- 
tain imalienable rights,” which come to man direct from his 
Creator. The French Declarations of 1791 and 1793 are pro- 
claimed “in the presence of idle Supreme Being,” but the 
“ imprescriptible rights ” are said to come to man simply by 
nature or by birth. Thus the theory of natural rights appears 
full grown, detached from history, and freed from the Biblical 
or theological wrappings which at first in part concealed its 
metaphysical nakedness. 

The tendency is, however, always strong to translate logical 
or metaphysical theories into the easier language of imagined 
history. The ordinary mind thinks in pictures: and even 
those who are counted among philosophers fall a prey to the 
habit. Thns, while Hobbes does not seem to ascribe any his- 
torical character to the social contract, which is at the basis 
of all poHtioal society, and while Rousseau expressly disclaims 
the attempt to offer au historical explanation* of how govern- 
ments came into existence, Locke seeks to give historical 
proofs of the origin of politioal society by means of contract, 
referring to the oases of Rome and Venice,* and speaks of 
the state of nature as a golden age in the past. / 

* These dedarations will be fonad in Docimenti lHustrativa of Arntrir 
can Msiory vtiih Introductions and B^emms, edited by Howard W. 
Preston. 2nd edit. Hew York, 1891, 

* Gl. Qontrat Social, I. o. i.; “Ii’bomme est n6 fibre, et partont il est 
danslesfers. . . Gomment ce obangement s’est-illait? Jel’ignore. 
Qn’est-ee qoi pent la rendre Idgiidme? Je orois pouvoir rdsondre cette 
question.” It is tbm no refutation of Bonsseau to say that Jean 
Jacques has not fixed the date of the social contract. 

* Treatise of Civil Government, JL § 102. In an early essay, “Reflections 
npon t^e Roman Commonwealth,” written probably about 1660, parts of 
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Thna already in the Puritan revolution of the seventeenth 
century the appeal to historio right was replaced by an appeal 
to natural rights. The struggle for parliamentary hberties led 
some men to go behind parliaments and charters, just as the 
independent study of the Bible led some men to go behind the 
authority of Bible and to rely on the authority of “ the in:^ 
light ” alone. This is the logical outcome of Protestantism, 
however unacceptable to the majority of those calling them- 
selves Protestants, however unsatisfactory and dangerous in 
the eyes of those who were more influenced by the historio 
spirit and who realised in more or less intelligent fashion the 
necessity of social cohesion and continuity. When compared 
with the “ Levellers” — ^those Puritan precursors of Eobespierre 
and St. Just — Oromwell and Ireton show their intellectual 
af&nity with Burke, or even with Dr. Johnson. “ We are very 
apt, all of us, to call that faith which perhaps may be but 
carnal imagination,”^ In these words Oromwell pours cold 
water on the Are of the mystical enthusiasts, who abounded in 
the parliamentary army. Oromwell objects to the “ Agreement 
of the People ” that it contained too great alterations in the 
government of the country.® Ireton abhors arguments about 
abstract justice, and scents danger in the appeal to natural 
rights. “ When I do hear men speak of laying aside all en- 
gagements to consider only that wild or vast notion of what 
in every man’s conception is just or unjust, I am afraid and 
do tremble at the boundless and muEesB consequences of it. . . . 
If you do paramount to all constitutions hold up this law 
of nature, 1 would fain have any man shew me where you will 
end.”* 

i Puritan England had produced the theory of natural rights ; 
Wb the conditions were not yet favourable for its abundant 
growth. The American colonists a century later appealed at 
flist to the customary and traditional rights of all British sub- 
jects, The Convention at Few York, in October, 1766, while 
protesting loyalty to His Majesty King C-eorge, declared 
“ That it is inseparably essential to the freedom of a people, 
and the undoubted right of Englishmen, that no taxes be 
imposed cm them but with their own consent, given peraon- 

* OZarfte Papers^ I. p, fflS. 

*i6fA,p.238. • " 

»Jii«U,pp.l*fa;.,264,307. 
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ally or by tlieir representatives. . . . That trial by jury 
is the inherent and invaluable right of every British subject 
in these colonies,” and so on, entirely in the spirit of the 
English Bill of Rights of 1689. But in, the Declaration of 
Rights of the Philadelphia Congress of 1774 appeal is made 
not only to “the principles of the English constitution 
and the several charters or compacts,” but to “the immu- 
table laws of nature”; and first among the rights claimed 
comes the right “to life, liberty, and property.”*- In the 
Deolaration of Independence <rf July 4th, 1776, no more is 
said about the rights of British subjects. The thirteen united 
States of America base their claim to independence on “ cer- 
tain unalienable rights,” which come to man direct from his 
Creator. The French Declarations of 1791 and 1793 are pro- 
claimed “in the presence of the Supreme Being,” but the 
“ imprescriptible rights ” are said to come to man simply by 
nature or by birth. Thus the theory of natural rights appears 
full grown, detached from history, and freed from the Biblical 
or theological wrappings which at first in part concealed its 
metaphysical nakedness. 

The tendency is, however, always strong to translate logical 
or metaphysical theories into the easier language of imagined 
history. The ordinary mind thinks in pictures: and even 
those who are counted among philosophers faU a prey to the 
habit. Thus, while Hobbes does not seem to ascribe any his- 
torical character to the social contract, which is at the basis 
of all political society, and while Rousseau espressly disclaims 
the attempt to offer an historical explanation* of how govern- 
ments came into existence, Locke seeks to give historical 
proofs of the origin of political society by means of contract, 
referring to the cases of Rome and Yenice,® and speaks of 
idle state of nature as a golden age in the past, v' 

‘ Tbma declarations -will be found in Documents lUustrtttivs of Ameri- 
can History with Introductions and References, edited by Howard "W. 
Preston, Sind edit. New Tori, 1891. 

* Of. Oontrat (Sbct’al, X 0 . i, ; “L’komme estnd libre, et partout il est 
dans les fers. . . Comment ce ohangement s’est-il fait ? Ja I’ignore. 
Qn’estise qui pent laxendre Idgitiuie? Je orois pouvoir xdsoudre oette 
question >” It is thus no refutation of Rousseau to say that Jean 
Jacques has not fixed the date of the soeial contract. , 

» li’eatise ofChvilCfovetmnmt,H. § lOS. in an early essay, "Befleotions 
upon tl)e Boman Commonwealth,” written probably about 1660, parts of 
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Bimilajrly “we find that Thomas Pame, in the passionate 
rhetoric of his reply to Burke, defends the doctrine of the 
rights of man, not as one might ezpect, by turning away from 
the dust of parchments to the eternal laws of nature, but by 
appealing firom antiquity to an antiquity still more venerable. 
“ The error of those who reason by precedents drawn^from 
antiquity, respecting the rights of man, is that they do not 
go far enough into antiquity. . . . Portions of antiquity, 
by proving everything, establish nothing. It is authority 
against authority all the way, till we come to the divine 
origin of the rights of man at the creation. Here our enquiries 
^d a resting place and our reason finds a home.”J 

1 As a rhetorical argument, this of course is quite justifiable.* 
'When charters, precedents, and title-deeds are quoted to stop 
the mouth of the reformer, it is quite legitimate in the court 
of public opinion, though not in the law-courts, to appeal to 
the title-deeds of the human race ; and against opponents who 
have tried to silence one by the authority of Scripture to 
appeal to our common descent from Adam. At all times it 
’has been customary to represent reform as the return to 
some earlier and better condition of affairs. The very word 
« reform " suggests this. The “ Levellers," and the champions 
of the natural rights of man, might very well think of them- 
selves as only extending farther the principle of appealing 
to the past, which more moderate or more timid reformers, 
ecdesiastioal and political, expressly adopted. It was espe- 
cially easy to do this in an age when, even among professed 
historians, the sense of historical perspective was very weak, 
when the theory of evolution had not yet been proclaimed 
from the house-tops, when people were still influenced in 
their practical thinking by the classical dream of a golden 


which ace printed in Idr. Fox Bouxne's Life, I, pp. 148 seq,, Locke speaks 
ot the “ colony*’ which founded iRome as heing ‘^in the onginal state of 
nature, hee, and Independent of ai^ dominion whatsoever,” and at liberty 
ta dhoose their own form of government. 

^ EigMa of Man, p. IB. (Fraethought Publishing Company’s edition, 
pijimdon, 1888.) 

* it ^uld be noted, moreover, that Paine expressly avcdda the appear- 
aneb of appealing merely to the origin of man^nd. “ Every chil^” he 
sSyS, " horn into the world must he considered as deriving its exisience 


Irom Bod- 0?he world is as new to him as it was to the first man that 
end his ^tuzsl right in it is of the same Mnd.” Generation is 
ad rim umde hy whloh oxeation is eonrinually rsp^ted. . 
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age, and by the Hebrew legend of Paradise ; and when it 
was possible, before the birth of anthropological science, 
and at a safe distance from savage races, to idealise the 
noble inhabitant of the woods. Even now, as I shall have 
occasion to point out later on — even now, with the phraseology 
of evolution in everybody’s mouth, it is remarhable how per- 
sistent is the belief in those ever-receding “ good old days ” ; 
and stray attempts are sometimes made, where we should least 
expect them, to rehabihtate the Golden Age, sj 
The real significance of the theory of natural rights is, how- 
ever, entirely independent of any historical, or quasi-historioal, 
setting that may be given to it. The real significance of the 
theory is not to be determined by reference to remote ages, or 
to rude peoples ; as with all political theories, and as with all 
philosophioal theories which are a genuine expression of the 
thought and feeling of tho period in which they prevail, its 
TTiflaning is only Understood aright if we consider it in relation 
to the oimumstances of the very time in which it was main- 
tained. '^he real sigmfioanoe of the appeal to nature is, in tbe 
first place, the negative element in the appeal ; it is an appeal 
against authorities that had lost their sacredness, against insti- 
tutions that had outlived their usefulness ; against artifioialil^ 
in art, in lituature, in manners, in dress — against wigs and 
hair-powder.’^ 

^ Secondly, as we have already seen, the theory of natural 
rights is ftotestantism transferred to the region of worldly 
affairs, and stripped of the traditionalisia against which at 
first it did not “ protest ” — ^the paramount authority of a book, 
accepted on the guarantee of the “ Church ” whose authority 
was rejected, and interpreted on certain traditional assump- 
tions. Medisaval doctors accepted the authority of the Church, 
of the Bible, and of the Law of Hatnre interpreted by reason, 
but under a general guidance from the other two authorities. 
The earlier Protestants, protesting against the corruptions in 
the Church, were not careful to lay down the precise relation- 
ship between the other two authorities, When Protestantism 
had in its turn crystallised into a 'tiaditional system, the intet- 
leotual descendants of the first Protestants appeared as the 
Prists and Bationalists of the eighteenth century, Galvin’s 
Geneva in due tim|t brought forth Bousseau; and E ngli sh 
Purityuisnx on American soil produced the Periaration of 
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ludependence.'^ All other authorities are thrown aside or are 
ranked as subordinate. Nature interpreted by Season, and 
by Season not embodied in any society, but existing in the 
individual mind, becomes the ultimate court of appeal. That 
is to say, the assertion of natural rights implies not merely a 
protest against the authority of customs and institutions, but 
an appeal from this authority to the judgment of every indi- 
vidual simply as such. The individualism of the theory may 
indeed not seem as conspicuous as its negative character, be- 
cause in appealing to Eeason people have generally assumed 
that Heason will give the same judgments in different minds. 
The appeal to common sense (alike in the coUoq^uial and in 
the more philosophical use of that term) involves an assump- 
tion of an objective or universal aspect of human reason, an 
assumption which has restrained the theory of natural rights 
within what have seemed “ reasonable ” limits, but only at 
the cost of inconsistency with the assumed antagonism be- 
tween reason and convention. But to this logical defect in 
the theory I shall have to return later on. The ambiguities 
in its application can be shown at once by an illustration. 
“Negativity” and “individualism” both imply abstractness, 
i.e. want of close relationship or organic connection with the 
concrete facts of social life and history. And all abstract 
theories about human society admit of divergent and conHict- 
mg application. Thus the theory of social contract is used 
by Hobbes to condemn rebellion, and by Locke to justify it. 

conception of social organism is used by Plato to justify, 
the extremest interference with individual liberty, and by Mr. 
Herbert Spencer to condemn a very moderate amount of State 
control. And so the theory of natural rights is used by Anar- 
chists to condemn the existing ineq^ualities of social conditions, 
and by Conservatives to check attempts on the part of govem- 

^ John Wyse published in 1717, “ A Yindioation of the Goyerumeat of 
Ifew Hagbuid Ghurcbes, Drawn from Antiquity) the Light of Nature, 
BHy Scriptture, its Noble Nature, and from the Dignity Divine Provi- 
dSttoe has put upon it,*’ 1717. It was twice reprinted in 1772. Somesen- 
quoted from this hook by Hr. Charles Borgeaud in his Mablisameavt 
ef JtaAsityn deS Oonstiiwtions en AmirigpM et m Europe, p. 17, express 
the Bbtisl oontraot theory in the form in which it is htid by Locke and 
%BUKiSSeau. fChereis no copy of the book in the Bodleian Library.) 
Wyse, maybe regarded as helping the transition from the seventeentb- 
Butitan to the eightenith'Ce&tnry reyolntionist, 
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naents to remedy these inequalities. The first of these inodes 
of application may seem indeed the more logical outcome of a 
theory whose essence lies in protest and negation ; hut the 
second is, at the present day, quite as common. Protestant- 
isms crystallise into dogmatisms ; and the theory of the revolu- 
tionist becomes the watchword of the Conservative and of the 
reactionary. The English revolution of 1688 and the Ameri- 
can revolution of 1776 were carried out in defence of the 
rights of “ liberty and property.*’^ The “ Liberty and Pro- 
perty Defence League ” of our own days regards itself as 
a bulwark against revolutionary legislation. Mr. Herbert 
Spenoer, in sad isolation, defends “natural rights ” against the 
logical consequences of the evolutionist phi^ophy with 
yhioh he has familiarised hia oontemporaries.* Vlt is difidoulb 
TO know whether Mr. Auheron Herbert is to be classed among 
the Anarchists or among the reactionaries. Perhaps his case 
proves that there is more affinity between these apparent 
extremes than appears at first sight. People are in the habit 
of building the sepulchres of the prophets their fathers stoned, 
and although, so far as I know, Tom Paine has not yet been 
made a saint by the Elnights and Dames of the Primrose 
League, the spirit of the “rebellious stay-maker,” if it ever 
frequents the meetings of that highly respectable organisa- 
tion, may have felt a grim delight in hearing the “ Rights of 
man ” preached by a Tory Lord Chancellor. At a Primrose 
League meeting in the town of Dingwall, August, 1891 (X 
quota from a newspaper report),® Lord Halshury, in opposition 
to the subversive proposals of Radicals, declared that “one of 
the things which the British people most cherished was their 
own freedom of action, the right to do as they willed with 
their own, whether it was their labour, their property, or their 
skill.” These are just the rights which figure iu the Ameri- 
can and the Erench Declaraiuons, Paine or Robespierre would 

* Janet, in his Mist, da la Science Politique (ed. 3), 11. p, 202, quotes 
Voltaire as saying ; Liberty enidpropri^y voili la devise des Anglais ; 
elle vaut bien: Montjoye et Saint Denis.” In saying “propriety,” it 
should perhaps he noted, Voltaire has not the British matron in hia 
mind’s eye, 

* Bee ZTie Mm versm the State, pp. 87, seq, The conception of society 
as essentially organic or supex-oiganic, if it he once really accepted, ^ 
incompatible with the in^bddualism of the “natural rights” theory. 

* Bradford Obaerv&r, Aug, 19th, 1881. 
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doubtless have asked for some definition of the right of 
property ; but as to the right of labour it was only the dr<M du 
fTavail and not yet the droit au travail (“ the right to do work” 
•pnot “ the right to get work ”) which formed one of the 
p^oiples of 1789/ 

j'The change which has taken place in English political 
thought with regard to the American constitution is another 
illustration of the way in which the Conservatives of one 
generation may take up the ideas of a past generation of 
Badicals. The supremacy of parliament and its competency 
to reform itself were attacked by Paine as aristocratic and 
despotic elements in the British Constitution. Now the 
demand for a rigid Constitution on the American plan, ex- 
empting certain rights from the control of the legislature, 
comes not from the Badioal but from the Conservative side. 
“Americanise our institutions,” is a cry which has passed from 
tie mouth of Paine to the mouth of Mainer 




lit argues an imperfect knowledge of the history of human 
thought if we are astonished at this apparent shifting of sides 
in the controversy. The very fact that some formula served 
to express the special needs of a particular age might lead us 
to expect that it would not adequately express the speoial 
needs of a later age, in whioh the course of events had 
brought new problems to the surface. And thus the very 
watchwords of the reformer of one generation may be re- 
peated most fervently by the opponents of reform in another. 
This need not make us sceptical about the possibility of man- 
kind knowing anything that is true, or holding any belief 
that is worth holding ; the very reverse, if we read the facia 
rightly. If we would avoid such scepticism about humanity 
as wonld paralyse all serious effort, and make us hesitate to 
oaU anything right or wrong, we must admit the fundamental 
rationality of all institutions or practioal beliefs that have 
been able to hold their ground for some considerable time, and 
to afford shelter and supply cohesion to considerable numbers 
of human beings. They must in some way have been advan- 
tageous to the society in which they prevailed, else— on the 
principle of natural aelecUon — ^they could not have prevailed j 
lliey would haye been crushed out along with a society 
whwh fed on poisonous stuff. The evolution theory compels 
^ See hie Poptdar Cfevermttent, Essay IV. (oiig, puhl. in Quarterly JRemeie)^ 



CH. t] THE PRINCIPLES OF ’89 17 

those who accept it to regard social cohesion and durability 
as the proof of some degree at least of ethical value and truth. 
It is a shallow wisdom which can see nothing but falsehood 
and nothing but evil in widely diffused ci;eeds and long en- 
during institutions ; and the dogmatic despiser of the past does 
not observe that, while he is challenging the hitter antagonism 
of those who, by blind sentiment or reasonable conviction, ding 
to whatever they find of seeming stability around them, he is 
losing the argumentative advantage which comes from an 
appeal to the spirit of the initiators of bygone days against 
t the mere repetition of the letter of their teachmg by those who 
profess to bo their followers. Paine makes a most effective 
point Against Burke, when he shows the inconsistency of 
accepting the results of the revolution of 1688 as necessarily 
' and for ever prohibiting any further change in the constitution. 
The example of the men of 1688 is more significant than their 
illogical and impossible attempt to bind all future generations. 
Let us admit that in practical affairs, in the complex material 
of human society, we never get complete truth or perfect 
institutions. Progress is only from one partial and one-sided 
expression of the whole truth which hovers before us as an 
ideal to another expression of it which may be equally, and 
sometimes even more, partial and one-sided, and which at the 
best is only less inadequate than that which it replaces. In 
this long controversy, this dialectic of the human spirit, liie 
earlier and cruder stages are certainly more apt to take thft 
form of mere antagonism and mutual negation ; in the higher 
stages only does the new conception appear asjsimplyi the fuller 
development of that wldch it replaces. In political contro- 
versy, however, this “ i^her stage ” is, as yet, more an ideal 
possibility than a fact. 

But, while admitting that durable institutions and widely 
diffiised practical beliefs must have had in them some element 
of truth and value for the very reason that they flourished, we 
are the more justified in considering whether they still retain 
a greater element of truth and value for our age than others 
which have risen to compete with them. Instituttons and 
bdiefs ate apt to outlive their utility, and to prove in the long 
run destructive to the well-being, if not to the very existence, 
of the society which oligigs to them amid ohauged surrounding^. 
The reformer who proposes a change is not contradicting the 

».». ' * 0 
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teachings of evolutionary science; he is obeying them, by 
seeking to save his society from suffering unnecessarily through 
the operation of natural selection. 

Looking back calmly at the history of Europe from medisaval 
times down to the French Revolution, we can see certain 
obvious merits in the structure of medissval society which it 
was impossible for the representative spirits of the Reformation 
period or of eighteenth-century Rationalism to appreciate 
aright. We can see that the principle of Authority, the 
principle that the life and thought of the individual man are 
dependent on something greater and wider and more enduring 
than himself, — we can see that this principle was true, although 
mediesval institutions realised it only in an external fashion, 
in the Church as a visible, outward organisation, and in the 
fixed castes of civil society. The revolt of the individual 
against this external organisation was inevitable and necessary, 
if mankind was to advance to new conquests over nature and 
over itself; and yet this revolt, when carried out logically, took 
the form of making one man’s private judgment (however 
foolish and however prejudiced, i.e. however little it might in 
reality be either “ judgment ” or “ private ”) count for as much 
as another’s, and of substituting the mere temporary “ cash- 
nexus ” between individual and individual fijr the older bond 
of permanent mutual obligation. And so this principle of 
individualism tends in its turn, because only a partial truth 
(true as against what the old society had come to be), to prove 
itsdf false and mischievous. Those, therefore, who repeat the 
formulas of the individualist negation and revolt, where and so 
far as the oizoumstanoes which gave them a meaning have 
passed away, are repeating what once was truth, but has now 
become false, because meaningless. 

An illustration from a different but kindred case may make 
my argument clearer. People have sometimes wondered how 
the Calviniatic doctrine of Election, which, looked at logically, 
seem much the same as Fatalism,^ could have been held by 
men of the most vigorous character, and should have been the 

^ notion of Predestinatiloa only seems identical with Patalism, 
because jeople are apt to think “ abstractly,” ^.e. to take some one part 
of the whole process and isolate it from the series to which it belongs, 
iChe eternoZ decrees of Qod are pictured as if they were arbitrary intru- 
sioQS into a process of cause aud effect, wbiob, aj^rt from such intrusions, 
jgoesonofii^. 
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religious stimulus and education of the very nations which 
struggled most stubbornly and most successfully for civil 
liberty. Consider to what the dootrine was opposed, and the 
mystery is explained ; the salvation of theindividual depends 
solely on the eternal and unalterable decree of God — that is 
to say, it depends not at all on the will or act of any ecclesias* 
tical authority, of any human authority whatever. The 
dootrine of Election robs the priest of his power ; it is the 
appeal from man to God. And thus, in its negative aspect, it 
was a liberating creed, training up .stem, independent men 
who feared God and feared none beside. The creed becomes 
something very different when it stiffens into a traditional 
dogma, isolated from any relation to the opinions to which it 
was opposed, and pictured with all the crude materialism of 
popular thought. It tends to become a dreary, other-worldly 
individuaham. Having helped men to shake off tyrants, it 
turns a too abstract conception of Go^ into a ffightful picture 
of a tyrant worse than any of them, [ It is the same with this 
theory of natural rights. At first it represents the revolt 
against external authority, against the traditional mainten- 
ance of the status quo. When in its turn it is handed down as 
a traditional dogma out of relation to the particular circum- 
stances which gave it its value, it comes to be used as a 
support of what is now the established economic and social 
order, save where some of its phraseology passes into the 
mouths of fanatical Anarchists, who carry out the principles 
of individualism to their lo^jh^l conclusion— the destruction 
of all orderly society whatever.* 


It is my purpose in the following chapters to examine the 
conception of natural righte, the history of which has been 
here briefly sketched. I shall first take the idea of “Nature,*’ 
considering it from the point of view both of history and of 
philosophical analysis. I shall then consider the conception of 
“rights” generally, and shall afterwards take the most con- 
spicuous of the alleged “natural rights” in detail. I trust 
that I shall be found, consistently with what has just been 
said, while exposing ambiguities and criticising what seam to 
me false appHoations 0^ the conception, to do full justice to its 
relative truth and its historic value. 



CHAPTER II 


OU THE HISTOEY Off THE IDEA OP “ NATDKE ” IN LAW AND 
POLITICS ^ 

The words “ nature ” and “ natural ” are constantly bandied 
about in controversy as if tbey settled quarrels, whereas they 
only provoke them by their ambiguity. Slavery has been 
condemned as an “unnatural” institution; and has been 
defended on the ground of the “natural” inferiority of some 
races to others. The equality of the sexes is asserted and 
denied on the ground of “ nature.” The “ natural” goodness 
and the “ natural ” badness of mankind have been maintained 
with like earnestness and sincerity. “ To live according lo 
Nature ” was the Stoic formula for the good life ; those Chris- 
tian theologians, who have in some ways most intellectual 
and moral affinity with the Stoics, have been those who have 
spoken most strongly about the corruption of “the natural 
man.” “ Natural religion ” means something very dilTerent 
from “Nature-worship.” “A natural child” means a child 
born out of wedlock; but “an uimatural child” is not 
necessarily legitimate. “A slate of nature” may mean the 
absence of clothing; hut such absence is not considered 
essential to the possession of “ a natural manner ” in society. 
To the sentiment that " Nature is a holy thing ” may always 
be opposed the proposition that “ Nature is a rum ’un,” and, 
in view of the Ambiguity of the term, the theory of Mr. 
Squeers is perhaps the more easily defensible of the two. 

'^In no ease can we understand what is meant by “ Nature ” 
or “ natural ” unless we know to what the speaker is opposing 
the term. As has already been pointed out, the special 
characteristic of the appeal to Nature is negation, antagonism ; 
it is an appeal from what exists or from what is proposed, 

* It is a piigr that the Jhiglish language does not aQow one any short 
at^mvakat ins the convenient Cierman phraa^ QeschiohU, etc.” 
“ Contributions to,” k oambtotts. 
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and has therefore at all times been a convenient form of 
criticism, rather than a good basis for cons! ruction. 

We have seen that, though not origmating in the eighteenth 
century, it is specially characteristic of that period — a period 
of oritioibm and individualism, a period of a-wakening and 
enlightenment. If we go back to an older period, which in 
many ways presents similar characteristics, we shall find this 
use of “ nature ” as the antithesis to convention and definite 
institutions anticipated in the ancient world. The age of the 
Sophists is the ancient equivalent of the age of the Enoy- 
ctopaadists ; in the phraseology of Q-erman historians of philo- 
sophy, it is the G-reek “ Illumination ” (AufkUrung), Both 
periods rcpiesent a rationalistic revolt against traditional 
beliefs ; both prepare the way for a profounder philosophical 
study, especially of social institutions, than would have been 
possible without the intellectual revolution produced by the 
exercise of critical and sceptical reflection, t In speaking of the 
Sophists, we must of course dear our miu^s completely of the 
misleading associations which have accumulated round that 
word. We must remember that our ideas of them are derived 
mostly from the caricatures of Aristophanes and from the 
adverse criticisms of Plato. What fair-minded historian, with 
a sense of hnmour, would be content to take history from the 
cartoons of a partisan comic paper, or to accept as true what- 
ever an orthodox writer has said about the opinions of a 
heretic ? Besides, even Aristophanes and Plato may he sum- 
moned as witnesses against German or English writers who 
have libelled the Sophists as the corrupters of Hellas. Aristo- 
phanes hated the Sophists as an old Tory (or an old Whig — 
for that matter) hated the Erenoh Bevolution and Tom Paine ; 
but Aristophanes selects Socrates as the typical example of 
the class. Plato is respectful to Protagoras and Qorgias ; and 
Plato has expressly answered the charge of corruption, “ It is 
not the individual Sophists, but that great Sophist, the public, 
that has a bad effect on our young men.” * 

Grote has conclusively proved — strange, that proof should 
have beau needed — ^that “ Sophist ” is not the name of a sect, 
but the name of a profession, a profession called into existence 
by the demand for “ higher education.” There was a mental 
exhilaration produo^ in the HeUenio world, and especially in 
• * 3?lato, Mapublio, Yl, 492. 
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Athens, by the defeat of the Persian invasions ^ — the most 
striking, and in its consequences the most significant of the 
many examples in history of the intoUeotual stimulus which 
follows the shook, of a successful war of liberation. This 
mental exhilaration and the growth of democracy, itself in 
part due to the same cause, created a demand among the 
ambitious youth for something more than the old education of 
reading, writing, music, and reciting passages from the great 
poets, who took the place of a “ Bible ” to the Greeks — an 
education like that given in Mohammedan countries at the 
present day, or, in its essential elements and defects, like that 
which till lately was among ourselves the usual education of 
young women of the middle and upper classes — an education 
which gave no scope whatever to the reasoning and critical 
faculties, but which produced, and was defended as producing, 
a contented acquiescence in traditional beliefs. The young 
Athenian of the now generation that grew up after Salamis 
wished for something more; and the class of Sophists — pro- 
fessed “ wise men ” — arose to supply the demand. They were, 
in fact, an itinerant University— University Extension lec- 
turers, before the days of settled and endowed institutions for 
the promotion of learning and the higher education. They 
came from various parts of the HeUenio world, they had them- 
selves been trained in various schools of the older philosophers, 
who had speculated about nature, but had, on the whole, left 
ethics and poHtios alone. They taught with a directly 
practical object, to fi.t men for a successful career in public 
life ; they taught their pupils how to speak, and were the first 
of a long line of teachers of rhetoric (“ the art of persuasion”) ; 
they taught, or professed to teach, also what to speak about— 
the subject-matter of ethics and politics. What is justice? 
What are laws ? What is the State ? The man who speaks 
in the law-courts or political assemblies speaks as if he 
knew what these terms meant. The Sophists made him think 
whether thq, terms as ordinarily used had any definite mean- 
ing at all. 

* Cf. Arist. JPoL VUI, 6, § 11 : “When their wealth gave them greater 
leisure, and they had loftier notions of excellence, being also elated 
(ippotniitanir6iprr$} with their success both before and after the Peraiaa 
war, with more zeal than discernment they ntursued every kind of 
locowMget” Cf . also XI, 12, § 5. ^ 
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Such questioug may well have seemed scandalous to old- 
fashioned people -who had never reflected about the basis of 
social life and conduct; and doubtless, then as now, such 
questions were often rudely asked and crudely answered. The 
clever lad has always felt a certain pleasure in shocking his 
elderly relatives. The shoci, as a rule, does no good to the 
elderly relatives ; and when the youth is a little more mature 
in mind, he may think with hardly less audacity, but with 
a juster sense of the proportion of things. These popular 
teachers of public speaking, of the art of reasoning, of mis- 
oellaueous useful knowledge, of literary criticism, of the way 
to succeed in private or political life, were the beginners of all 
humanist studies — I mean, of all studies which concern not 
the nature of the material universe, and the problems it sug- 
gests, but the work of the spirit of man himself in his eJfforts 
to know himself, his relations to nature and to the social world 
into which he is born. Religion, art, laws, institutions, were 
now claimed as proper subjects for thought and science. The 
first effort to think out anything implies a certain antagonism 
to the subject thought about. We must get out from among 
the trees to look at the wood, we must stand at some distance 
from a budding to get a faU. view of it. And so the first 
attempts at a philosophical understanding of religion, of 
morality, of art, seem to take the form of revolts against 
religion, morahty, and art ; and very often they are in reality 
revolts. It was inevitable, therefore, that the Sophists should 
give offence to those who remained too completely under the 
shelter of old institutions to allow that their value might be 
questioned and disputed. It was inevitable also that this first 
attempt at reflection on what had previously been accepted 
on authority should seem crude and one-sided to those who, 
having been themselves trained in the new learning, were 
able in their turn to see the defects of it. Q-rote is right in 
denying that there is any common Sophistic ” doctrine ; but 
he fails to recognise that the Soplusts represent a common 
tendency — a tendency not, of course, limited to these pro- 
fessional teachers for pay. Xenophanes in his attacks on the 
anthropomorphic polytheism of the traditional Greek religion, 
and Plato in his attecks on both religion and art, are in the 
same stage of thoi^ht as the Sophists, who seemed to he 
attacking the fommations of society hy their revolutionary 



24 mSTORy OF THE IDEA OF NATURE [ch. ti 

theories — theories not more revolutionary, however, in some 
respeots than those of Plato himself. Aristotle, coming after 
all this ferment of speculation, is able ta think more calmly 
and more objeotivply, to avoid a quarrel with the popular 
religion, while putting his own metaphysical interpretation 
on religious phraseology, to construct a philosophical defence 
of poetry, to see the rationality, not merely of an ideal state, 
but of ordinary Hellenic society, and to appreciate the ethical 
signiBoance of institutions, such as the family and private 
property, which Plato had attacked. 

Now one main oharaoteristic of the “ Sophistic ” way of 
thinking — and it is a characteristic that always repeats itself 
in similar stages of thought, whether in the development of 
the individual mind or in the development of the general 
intelligenoe of the community — is the habit of falling into 
Antithesis. To split the confused intricate mass of the 
universe, or whatever part of it one is studying, into two 
sharply divided sections, by the use of an “ either . . , or,” 
seems always an immense gain in the early stages of re* 
flection. Only get hold of some fundamental conception, and 
J with the help of a sufficiently crude and narrow logic, you can 
* easily construct a philosophy of everything. Divide all human 
instincts into egoistic and altruistic, distinguish all human 
co-operation as voluntary and compulsory, recognise two types 
of aooiety, the militant and the industrial, above all dis- 
tinguish the natural from the artificial, and yon are able to 
make the most striking generalisations, and to reduce all the 
complex “ facts ” into neat bundles — except that the foots, even 
when they have been picked out in the light of the theory, 
are apt to prove a little awkward now and then. You never 
need to move out of the easy category of quantity. “ More ” 
or “leas*' will represent the finest shades of distinction you need 
to recognise. oJf government is gaining in power, the indi- 
viiiual must be' losing in. liberty ; if more laws are passed by 
parliament, we are reverting to the militant stage ; and so on, 
and so on, In alluding to Mr. Spencer's politioa] writings as 
examples o£ “ Sophistic,” I am, of course, not using the word 
in any except a technical sense ; and. I ought to add that Mr. 
Srpencer himself, by preaching and advertising “ Evolution,” 
has done more than any other English phfiosopher to get 
people beyond tiie So^ustio stage oi thouj^t. y Hobb^j l^oke, 
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and Rousseau are modern representatives of the Sophistic 
stage, and the greatness of theso names may help to make us 
appreciate the intellectual debt that we owe to the much- 
abused Sophists of G-reece. Glaucon, in tke second book of 
Plato’s Republic^ propounds a theory of social contract which 
is clearly due to some Sophist’s speculation ; and this theory 
is identical with that of Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau.' “ Jus- 
tice,” he says, “ is a contract neither to do nor to suffer 
wrong.” Tbrasymachus, the rhetorical Sophist, in the first 
book of the Republic, propounds a theory of justice, which is a 
crude version of Hobbes’ doctrine of law and sovereignty — the 
theory which Hobbes handed on to Bentham and Austin, and 
which is still prevalent among English jurists. “ Right is that 
which the government, being the stronger part of the political 
society, commands.”® Lycophron the Sophist is quoted by 
Aristotle® as maintaining that law depends upon a contract, 
and that the end of law is the security of individual rights, 
and that the State has no moral function — ^the very theory, 
familiar to us in many modern writers, which Professor 
Huxley has named “Administrative Nihilism.” This same 
Lycophron is said to have held that the difference between 
noble and base-born was a difference in men’s opinions merely 
and not in reality.* There can be little doubt that the attack 
on the rightness of slavery, with which Aristotle deals in his 
Politics,^ -waa made by some Sophist. A certain rhetorician, 
Aloidamas, is reported to have said, “ God made all men free ; 
naiture mads none a slave.” * Aristotle’s argument is directed 
alike against those who justified all slavery simply because it 
was an existing fact, or because it was due to the right of the 
stronger, and against those who condemned all slavery as 
dependent merely on human institution and not on nature. 

These illustrations may suffice to show the similarity in 
manner of thinking between the Greek Sophists — it might be 
safer to say, between some Greek Sophists of the fifth century 
B.0, — and the advocates of liberal ideas in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. In the eyes of the modern student the 

' I only refer to the element wkioh is common to the three. 

* Hippies in Plato’s Ftotag, S37c, and Xsn. JIfem. IV., 4. 

* Pel., in. 9, 1 a 

* Qaoted by Stobmus, J7or. 86, 24- (Meineke’s edit,, Vol, HE, p. 15E(), 
from Aristotle’s diologuA “On Nolnlity of Birth” (Axist., Fragm, 82). 

»I.«i,4-7. " 

* Scholiact on Arlst. BJiet,, L, 
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attack on slavery alone should serve to clear up the nature of 
much of their teaching, which found its way into literature 
through “ Euripides the human,” through the poets of the New 
Comedy, and, in -naive combination with pious credulity, in 
the History of Herodotus. At the same time an attack on the 
very basis of ancient society helps one to understand the un- 
popularity of these old-world freethinkers. They seem to have 
maintained a good many social heresies which have succeeded 
better in our time than in theirs ; but there is no evidence 
that they based any of their theories or their paradoxes on 
anything but a somewhat superficial reasoning. “ Fire burns 
both in Hellas and in Persia ; but men’s ideas of right and 
wrong vary from place to place.” ^ The enlightened man who 
has travelled about and shaken off local prejudices soon notes 
this, and with his good-humoured scepticism cannot under- 
stand why a Persian king should despise the Egyptian animal- 
worship. “ Custom is lord of all.” ^ This disinterested attitude 
towards human conduct and beliefs is a necessary step towards 
a true understanding of them. But it is only the first step. 
When we have once contrasted the uniformity of “natural” 
processes with the diversity of human observance, we are only 
then face to face with the problems of ethics and politics. 
“ Every one according to his taste” is a shallow maxim in art- 
criticism ; but such “ impressionism ” is stUl less in place in 

» Arist.,mJN?e.,T.7, §2. 

It does not affect my argument, if it could be proved that Aristotle is 
here alluding, not to the Sophists, or to any Sophists, but to the Cynics. 
The contrast between nature and convention is a typical example of that 
" reflection ” which is characteristic of the whole stage of mental develop- 
ment that produced the Sophists and the one-sided Socratios and the 
cynical worldly wisdom of a Oallicles. .Just so in modem times, one 
may find the same type of thinking in Locke, in Pope, in Yoltaire, in 
Bousseau, despite their enormous differences from one another. 

The antithesis between nature and convention has been sometimes 
assodated with the Demoexiteon physios, according to which in reality 
there exist only atoms and the void, everything else— all the world that 
appears to the senses— being due simply to arrangements among the 
atoma Democritus was probably twenty years younger than his fellow- 
townsmaa Protagoras, and can hardly therefore have been his teacher 
(see Zeller, Pre-Socratio FhiUsophy [tr.], II. pp. 210, 411, 412). But the 
atomist philosophy probably contributed to the popularity of the anti- 
thesis between convenflon and nature, appearance and reality, 

* Bfflcodotns, I1I» 27-88 : the story of how tb^ “ mad " Oambyses killed 
the calf-god, and the reflections of Herodotus thereon. 
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regard to matters of right and wrong. If applied in practice 
it means anarchy, or, quite as often, a cynical acquiescence in 
successful tyranny or in irrational and indefensible custom. 
In practice these extremes are always near to one another. 
The Greek Sophists were not the cause, but were only a 
symptom of the dissolution of the fabric of Greek society into 
selfish individualism ; and we know that some of them were 
expressly accused of being the apologists of tyranny. A 
general irreverence towards constitutions and towards institu- 
tions paves the way for some “people’s friend” who will make 
himself tyrant, and, everything else being open to doubt, will 
fall back on the two undeniable facts of superior force and 
superior fraud. Biationalism, scepticism, pessimism, blind sub- 
mission, is a too familiar cycle in the history of political and 
of religious beliefs. Is there any escape from it? Only by 
a rationalism which is true to itself, and which is prepared to 
find reason not merely in the mind of the individual, but in 
the concrete works of the human spirit, in the very institu- 
tions, ethical, political, religious, which rationalism began 
by classifying as “not natural.” They are not “natural” 
in the sense in which “ nature ” means the blind forces of 
nature, working only in one direction ; but they are the out- 
come of the highest things we know in “ nature ” as the whole 
universe, namely, the thought and will of man. The very fact 
that they are not according to mere nature proves them higher 
in kind ; the very errors in human beliefs and institutions are 
evidence of the reason which is struggling for expression in 
them. We must get rid of the mere antithesis between 
“ nature ” and “ convention,” of the illogical combination of 
too great trust in the reason that criticises and condemns iu- 
stitutions as bad, with too little faith in the reason that once 
created these institutions themselves and embodied itself in 
them, however imperfectly. 

Aristotle’s famous sentence, “ Man is by nature a political!!^ 
animal,” shows thega^ between his view of “nature” and/ 
that of the Sophists, This sentence is often quoted as i^ 
Aristotle only meant that man was a gregarious animal. He 
meant very much more. At the lowest man is gregarious — 
that he has in common with many other animals. But man 
does not attain to the possibilities open to him, save as the 
memljer of a city-e|Jt6. The^ true “ nature ” of a thing is to 
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be fotmd not in its rudest, lowest, or most elementary stage, 
but in the very highest development of it ; and to Aristotle 
the Glreek city, with its vigorous political life, its opportunities 
for friendly interoourse, its art, its philosophy, was the highest 
social organisation. Thus, if it be asked whether there is 
anything right by nature, Aristotle’s answer is : that is right 
by nature which is right, not apart jfrom political institutions 
(for that has no meaning to him), but according to the institu- 
tions of the best or ideal state. As with Plato, to find what 
justice really is, we look to an ideal society, which is justice 
“writ large,” 

Aristotle’s use of the term “ nature ” does indeed vary, but 
the sense of the term which pervades his ethical and political 
philosophy is that just noticed. Fature means to him also the 
whole universe, organic and inorganic ; * but, by preference, he 
uses it for the organic, in which ” necessity ” does not rule, 
but freedom or rationality (the potentiality of opposites), show- 
ing itself most clearly in man. There is never any real 
ambiguity in his application of the conception in etMos or 
politics. There are only two important uses of the term 
“Nature” in his ethical and political writings: aHhat in 
which he uses “ natural ” for “ original,” e.y. when he speaks 
of man having certain natural (i.e. innate, inherited) impulses 
prior to training ; and that in which he uses “ nature ” for 
the ideal. In the former sense he says that the family is “ by 
nature ” prior to the state {Eth. Nic., VIH. 12, § 7), in the 
latter that the state is “ by nature” prior to the family and to 
the individual (PoZ., 1. 2, § 12). As a rule these two senses are 
^arply and clearly distinguished. But even Aristotle seems 
to be led away by tiie fatal and ever-recurring confusion 
between the two senses, when (in Pol., I, co, 8-11) he condemns 
those forma of the art of wealth, which he has proved to be less 
“natural” only in the sense that they belong to a more com- 
plicated stage of human society ; though, in judging of his 
opinions on eoonomio matters, one must remember that he has in 
his mind an ideal of what the life of the citizen of the good state 
ought to he— an ideal whidi esdudes the money-making life.® 

7or Aristotle's distinotion between the ii^atare wMcli. works “by 
jMcessity ” the inorganlo}, and the Nature which works towards an 
ead(<s> 'the organic), see Mr. Stewart’s Fotea on^io. Eth., I. pp, 266-268, 

® On the Bubieet of Aristotle’s economic ideds X may refer jto Mr. 
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There are indeed two phrases in Aristotle’s writings, in both 
of which he seems to be referring to older theories ; both of 
which have, however, led to the belief that Aristotle held a 
conception of the Law of Nature, substanti§,]ly identical with 
that of later times. These two phrases are ; (1) the “ natural 
justice ” (to ^vciKov SLkmov) of the fifth book of the Ethics ; 
and (2) the “ universal law ” (a kocvos vofiof) of the Rhetonc, 
(1) In discussing Justice, Aristotle has before him the " Soph- 
istic ” ^ assertion that there is no natural justice, because the 
natural must be everywhere the same, whereas men’s ideas 
about what is just and right vary in different places.® Accept- 
ing the fact of the actual diversity of moral ideas, he still 
contends that there is an element of unity rmderlying aU this 
diversity. The existence of left-handed persons does not pre- 
vent our saying that “by nature” the right hand is better 
than the left ; it is so on the whole, as a rule. Natural justice 
is an ideal towards which human justice tends. Natural justice 
may be found “ among the gods ” a phrase that must not be 
taken literally, for in Eth. Nic.^ X, 8, § 7, Aristotle ridicules the 
ascription of justice or any moral excellence to the divine 
being, which consists in pure intelligence, unmixed with the 
element of desire from which action springs. “ Among the 
gods " is only a way of saying that perfect justice is for men 
an ideal only.* 

In the Sophistici Elenchi{o. 12, 173, a. 7) Aristotle refers to the 
antithesis between nature and convention as simply a sophistio 
method, employed e.g, by Callicles in Plato’s Gorgias, as a way 
of reducing an opponent to silence.® The essence of the Soph- 
istic argument lies in the antithesis being absolute. Aristotle 

Sonar’s Philosophy and Political Eoommy, Bk. 1. ch. il., and to a short 
article on “Aristotle” contributed by me to Mr, Inglis Palgrave’s 
Dictionary of Politiccd Economy, Those who are not interested in 
Aristotelian ciuestions may be recommended to omit the nest 4 pages. 
The habitual appeal to Aristotle as sanctioning the idea oi a Law of 
Nature is my reason for entering on the discussion here, 

‘ See above, p. 26, note 1, ’ Eth. Nic., V. 7, §§ 1, 2. » Ibid,, § 8. 

* In Mh, Nic., V. 9, § 12, r6 np&Tov ilKaiw is equivalent to ri <l>vavA» 
dixaiov. So in Pol., IV. 8, § 9, ^ dhjdaiii laji •gpinj apumKparla means the 
ideal state. r& tfiutriKoii dlKaiov would he more correctly translated '‘Jus 
natterale.” 

* CalUcles’s “ natural .iuatioe,*’ or rather “ natural right” (ri rqj ^<reo>f 
dimwf) is might, as opposed to the conventions that the weak se^ np for 
thdr pmtection {Gory,, 4%). 
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does not hold that there is any absolute antithesis between 
nature and convention. This is clear from his discussion of 
slavery in the first book of the PoUtics. Nature and conven- 
tion (positive iustiitutions) do not always coincide — unfortu- 
nately ; but there is no necessary inoonsistency between them. 
And similarly, in the fifth book of the Ethics, political justice, 
or, more correctly, jm civile (rb ttoXitikov St/caiov) is said to be 
in part natural and in part conventional (V. 7, § 1), i,e. in part 
merdy conventional. There are some things which before 
they are definitely instituted are not obligatory, but become 
so by being instituted. I think Aristotle’s meaning would be 
correctly expressed in the following illustration: it is a 
general political duty everywhere for the citizen to pay legally 
imposed taxes ; but whether it is his duty to pay sixpence or 
eightpenoe in the pound Income-tax depends on the Budget of 
the year. 

(2) In the Rhetoric Aristotle only treats of ethical questions 
on the level of ordinary Greek thought, so that when he refers 
to the universal law, the unwritten law which is admitted 
by all mankind (Ehet,, I. 10, 1368, &. 7), nay even when he 
identifies this universal law with the law according to nature 
(13, 1373, h. 6), he must not be understood as necessarily accept- 
ing the theory in the form in which people in general accepted 
it. He is referring to a commonplace of orators.^ His attitude 
towards this commonplace may be learnt from a subsequent 
passage, where he gives advice about the use that can be made 
of it. “ When you have no case according to the law of the 
land, appeal to the law of nature and quote the Antigone of 
Sophocles.® Argue that an unjust law is not a law, etc.” (15, 

^ DemostlieuQS (adi). Arisiocr., p. 689, 22. Eeiske) 'speaks of the “ uni- 
versal law of all mankind ” as something over and above the “ written 
law.” It may be noted that Aristotle, in Shet., 1. 13, 1373, 6. 18, quotes 
Aloidamas, as well as Sophocles and Empedocles, as evidence of the general 
belief in this universal law of nature. Now what Aloidamas said was, 
if the Scholiast may he believed, that ” G-od made aU men free ; Nature 
has made none a slave ” (of. p. 26 above, note 6) — an opinion which Aris- 
totie certainly did not hold (see Pol., L 4-7), Thus his language in this 
passage of the Bhetorie is no evidence of his own opinion as a philo- 
sopher, hut only of a current opinion among his contemporaries. 

* SCMs stock quotation (Ant., 466) of writers about the law of nature 
really means that Antigone is more moved by custom and traditional 
litigious belief about the duty of burying relajiives than by fear of a 
tyrant’s prohibition. It is no appeal away from ^ institutions. 
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1376, a. 27 se^.)- A-theniau courts, it should be noted, had no 
trained professional judges to check rhetorical vagaries. But 
if the -written law is in your favour, Aristotle is equally ready 
with suggestions. You must -warn the jury against the danger 
of trying to be wiser than the law : a professional physician 
may make mistakes, but it doss not pay to be cleverer than 
the doctor: all the host codes forbid the attempt to go be- 
hind the law, etc. (1375, 6. 16 seq,). In the MJiics and Politics 
Aristotle never makes any reference to this “ universal law ” 
of the Blietoric ; and his feeling about the soientiflo value of 
the conception may be fairly inferred from the discussion in 
the Politics (IH. IS) of the question whether it is better that 
an indmdual or the law should be supreme. He decides, 
unless under quite ezoeptional circumstances, in favour of the 
rule of law, which is “ reason without passion.” Under law 
Aristotle explains that he understands customary (mra ra e6>}) 
as well as written law ; ^ but customary law is law which 
admits of proof by means of precedents ; it is not a law of 
nature to be interpreted only by the arbitrary decisions of an 
absolute monarch. And, when one turns from this discussion 
to the passage in the lihetoric, one might almost imagine 
Aristotle looking forward with prophetic vision on the vast 
tui’gid river of rhetoric flo-wing through long ages from its 
source in the upspringing protest against the rooky barrier of 
mere external authority — a river destined to sweep away in its 
course some things that were evil and some things that were 
good. But Aristotle treats the whole question with scientific 
impartiality, just as in the Politics he sees no iuoonsistency 
between sketchiug an ideal state on the one hand and on the 
other la 3 ting down prescriptions for preserving a tyranny 
with a cold-blooded calmness which anticipates and explains 
Machiavelli.® “ No case : talk about the law of nature,” is 
a more lofty suggestion than “ No case : abuse plaintiff’s 
attorney," but is equally a rhetorical device. Such a sugges- 
tion is hardly sufficient e-vidence that Aristotle believed in 

^ In Bhst,, 1. 1.?, 1873, &. 6, the tSwe v6fu>s (jits civile) is divided into 
written and unwritten. All unwritten law is not Kooiis vdnos [jus gm~ 
fium ?), as might seem to he suggested by 10, 1368, i. 8 standing alone. 

’ Pol, V. 0 . 11, which should be compared with 27ie Prince. The Prince 
has too often been read apart from the Discourses on Livy, and has been 
misunderstood as Aristotle has never been in this matter. Cannot people 
see that qven in the worst Iteie there is a better and worse? 
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the law of nature in tlie sense in which its modem advocates 
have appealed to it as settling what is right and wrong, apart 
feom any reference to either statutory or customary law. 
Throughout the^whole of hia Ethics and Politics, he seems to 
hold that in practical matters we can he more certain of 
particular judgments as to right and wrong than of general 
principles. General principles we must have for the sake of 
legislation; but they can only be valid “ for the most part,” and 
may need correotion on the grounds of equity by an adminis- 
trator, who from his experience has acquired an “ eye ” {EtJi, 
Nic., "VI. 11, § 6) that will enable him to see tightly in par- 
tiouiaxB. He does not speak of equity — “ the correction of 
legal right ” {ibid., V. 10, § 3), as the introduction of the law 
of nature to oorreot human law, but as a correction in some 
particular instance “ of such a kind as the legislator himself 
would make, were he present ” (ibid., § B). 

If further proof were needed of Aristotle’s attitude to the 
idea of the law of nature, I might refer to au example which 
he gives in the Topics (71. 2, 140, a. 6) of a bad definition : 
“ Law is the measure or imago of natural rights ” (6 vojuof 
fi^Tpov ^ ^ €t/ea)v r&v ^vcret BiKaicav), “ Such phrases,” he says, 
« axe worse than metaphors : an image arises through imitar 
tion, and this is not the case with law.” Now to caU law an 
image is, so far as I can see, very like the notion of positive 
human law being a copy or reflection of the Law of Nature. 
But we must leave Aristotle for less exact thinkers, on whose 
minds these rhetorical phrases took a stronger and firmer hold, 
and whom modem defenders of Natural Eights can quote as 
authorities with better justificaiion than that with which 
they can appeal to “ the philosopher.” 

A set of men, more grimly in earnest with life than the 
majority at least of the fashionable Sophists, took this anti- 
thesis of nature and convention, not merely as a weapon for 
attacking existing institutions with clever dialectic, hut as a 
guide in conduct. One of the Sooratio dxole was Antisthenes, 
who is said to have previously been a pupil of the Sophist 
Gorgias. Antisthenes taught “that the wise man is sdf- 

^ What is meant by this k left obscure— •Aristotle does not discuss this 
alternative— probably that law determines what is otherwise vague, just 
as in A:idstotie’B own theory of exchange (Rth. j)7«e.,Y>5}mon6y“mea- 
snw»”v^ueB. 
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sufficient : and that virtue does not need learning nor argu- 
ments, but deeds only. The -wise man will live not according 
to the established laws, but according to the law of virtue.” 
The pupil of Antisthenes, Diogenes, is better, known than his 
master, because of the gossip about him which has come down 
to us through that editor of philosophical “ Tit Bits,” his 
namesake, Diogenes Laertius.^ Diogenes became the typical 
cynic. He represents a revolt against convention, not in 
words only, but in life. He disowns the state ; he is a “ citizen 
of the world.” He scoGs at Plato’s philosophy ; he appeals 
from fine arguments to the coarser evidence of his senses. “ I 
see a table and a cup ; but I see no tableness or oupness.” He 
scoffs at Plato’s elegant carpet, trampling on it, as on Plato’s 
pride, “ with pride of hia own,” as Plato retorted. He lives in 
a tub instead of in a house. He sees a child drinking out of his 
hands, and thereupon throws away his drinking cup, saying, 
“ The child has beaten me in the simplification of life.” In all 
things he will follow nature rather than convention. He pre- 
fers liberty before everything. There is to be no property. 
He argues (in a way that anticipates Wycliffe, mutaUs mutan- 
dis) that as everytHng belongs to the gods, and the gods are 
the friends of the wise, therefore everything belongs to the wise. 
There should be no marriage ; women and children should be in 
common. There is no impiety even in tasting human flesh. It 
is said that once he attempted to eat raw meat, but could not 
digest it. Of the Cynics generally we are told that they wished 
to abolish the whole system of logic and natural philosophy, and 
to give up literature, science, and art. They taught that men 
should live very simply, using only just as much food as is 
sufficient, and wearing only one garment, despising riches and 
glory and nobleness of birth. Some of them fed on nothing but 
herbs and drank only cold water, living in any chance shelter 
they could find. Diogenes used to say that the gods are in 
want of nothing, and that therefoie, when a man wished for 
nothing, he was likest to the gods.® 

Here we have the “ return to nature,” the protest against 
eonvantion, in its most extreme form. It is a protest which finds 
many echoes at various periods, and even in our own day. It 

' “A learned man, in the worst sense of tlie term,” as the late Pro- 
fessor Jowett once de&oribed Mm. 

* See Biogenes Laertius, ^ifo. 71., esp. §§103-105. 

jsr.B. " '' 
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ig the HeBenic anticipation, of Eousseanism. In the history of 
thought it is most significant as the starting-point of Stoicism, 
In Stoicism the Cynic maxims are toned down so as to make 
them compatible with a fulfilment of the ordinary duties of an 
honest citizen’s life. The salf-sufficingness of the Cynic is still 
professedly held up as an ideal ; but his savage individualism ' 
gives way before a more social creed, and “ Nature ” means 
something more than a mere absence of all that separates man 
from the beasts. It seems that in the Stoic maxim “ to live 
in harmony with Nature,” the words “ with Nature ” are an 
addition to the original formula, which meant therefore “ to 
live in a way that is self-consistent.” ^ Absence of contra- 
diction in the maxim of conduct reminds one at once of Kant, 
whose affinity with the Stoics has been frequently noted. Thus 
reason is the ultimate judge of right conduct ; but reason to the 
Stoic is not the mere arbitrary whim of the individual. It is 
something whose decisions admit of argument and discussion. 
The Stoics, far from despising logic, cultivated it more than 
any other post-Aristotelian sect. But all theoretical philosophy 
was in their view subordinate to the practical guidance of life, 
“Nature” to the Stoics is not the mere chaos of sensible 
things jrtimMs whatever results from man’s rational efforts. 
It is objective reason; it is, as with Aristotle, the divine 
element in the Universe. The reason of the in^vidual man 
is only a partial manifestation of it : his reason is a divine 
element in him, and it is in virtue of this divine element in him 
that man can understand the reason that is in the Universe 
and can live the life according to Nature, Thus reason is nob 
something that separates the judgment of one man from that 
of another. The appeal to reason is an appeal to the common 
reason of mankind. Human laws and institutions, therefore, 
are no longer despised as merely conventional. They are a 
realisation, however imperfect, of the law of Nature which is 
behind and above them. Even the popular religicm is uot to he 
despised as merely false ; it is an imperfect recognition of the 
deity that pervades the Universe, And the Stoic philosopher 
may with a good conscience take part in tbe national worship. 
Thus Stoicism touches the praotioal spirit of the legally-minded 
and. conservative Boman on one side, whilst it passes over into 
Eastern ox Neo-Platonic mysticism on the other. Stoicism, 
* Stoteus, Ml-t n. c. 6, § 6 (18?}. 
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developed among the Greeks ■when the decaying Greek city- 
state could no longer provide a basis for the moral life of the 
individual, developed possibly under Semitic influence, found 
its truest disciples among the Romans.^ nTo some of the 
noblest souls of the ancient world it became a religion. And 
it was a religion before which outward distinctions counted 
for nothing; it was equally the creed of the lame slave 
Epictetus and of the Emperor Marcus Aurelius. 

.x^yuicism had merely offered a protest against a civilisation 
in which luxuiy was beginning lo snp the vigour of the race. 
Stoicism was likewise a creed of political despair ; it had no 
belief in social progress. Nevertheless, by placing its practical 
ideal, not in the isolation of the individual human being, but 
in his union with the great whole of nature and humanity — 
an abstract universal, instead of an abstract particular — it 
favoured the very social progress which it seemed to deny. It 
was the fitting creed of the best citizens of a universal empire; 
it gave an intellectual justification for the breaking down 
of the barriers of race and caste. Earlier than Christianity 
it proclaimed that all men were brothers, and that all might be 
by adoption the sons of God. In its contempt for “ things 
external” as things indifferent, like Christianity, it escaped 
the need of directly facing many social problems ; but it intro- 
duced a cosmopolitan and humanising spirit into the minds of 
practical citizens, who were engaged in the work of adminis- 
tering and interpreting the law of the Roman world. 

Cicero is not now considered a great name in the history of 
philosophy ; hut he is a very important person in the history 
of human thought in general. He had no genuine speculative 
interest in philosophical problems ; he is mildly sceptical of all 
solutions, but kindly disposed to all Schools, Yet in ethics he 
can be dogmatic enough, and has most aff nity with the Stoics, 
tempering the harshness of their doctrines with elements 
borrowed firom Plato and Aristotle and with the sane, practical 
judgment of the Roman spirit softened by Greek culture. Eor 
the very reasons which make his writings unsatisfactory to the 
speoial student of philosophy, they were admirably fitted to 

* It must not indeed be forgotten that the practical oharacter of later 
Stoicism and its fitness to influence legal reformers was greatly due to 
the fact of its being adopted by practical and polidoatly-minded Bomans. 
Of. Zellef) AteZecffcfsm (tr.l, pp. 14-16. 
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influence the ayerage educated man. And it is through 
Cicero’s graceful Latin, more than through any other single 
channel, that so large a portion of Greek, and above all of 
Stoic ethics, ha«< become the common heritage of the civilised 
■world. 

The customary appeal, away from the disputes of the philo- 
sophers, to the feelings implanted by God and Nature in the 
heart of every man, to the common sense or the universal 
opinion of mankind — this commonplace of popular philosophy 
is the very essence of Cicero’s ethical teaching. And here we 
find the first distinct formulation of the idea of the law of 
nature, in that very form of it which survives in modern 
thought. “ In every matter the consent of all peoples is to be 
considered as the law of nature.” “ Universal consent is the 
voice of nature.”^ Not only the fundamental principles of 
morality, but the existence of God and the immortahty of the 
soul are revealed to us by “ that voice of nature ” which speaks 
through the general consent of mankind. This innate con- 
sciousness of what is right and true may indeed be obscured 
and depraved by evil habits, but it is there nevertheless, and 
it appears clearly in the opinions of the best men, and in the 
unoorrupted minds of the young, “ in whom as in a mirror 
nature is seen.” ® Is not this just the “ Common Sense ” or 
“ Intuitionist ” philosophy to which so many modems have 
resorted as the safest, and ■undoubtedly the easiest, defence 
against Scepticism ? 

It is in this Ciceronian and popular form that Stoic philo- 
sophy found its way into Roman law. I do not mean to 
suggest that the later jurists were conscious of borro-wing the 
idea of the law of nature directly from Cicero, or firom any 
Greek or Roman Stoic philosopher ; but that Cicero’s use and 
mterpretation of the idea of nature sufifioiently explains the 
introduction of that idea as an equivalent or as a basis for the 
ju0 gentium. The phrase jas gentium -waa, in the seventeenth 
century, by a mistranslation taken to mean "the law of 
nations,” what we now caU * ** international law.” The mis- 

* Omni antem in re consensio omnium gentium lex natures putonda 
est” (2^0,, LIB, § 30), “OnuiiuTO consensus aatormvox est” {Ibid., 

* lie Hn., IL § 43 ; Y. 23, § 61, " Indicant pam, in quibus ut in 

e(peon)ianatti» (immitTOt.” 
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translation was a fortunate one, because it allowed Grutius, and 
others, to introduce the humane conceptions of the Homan 
“ law of nature ” into the theory of the right relations between 
independent political societies. ITevertheless, it was a mis- 
translation. Jvs genfium was the term used to describe those 
principles on which Roman magistrates decided cases'in which 
the parties wore not both Roman citizens, and in which, 
therefore, the jits eioile was regarded as inapplicable. Jus 
gentium meant simply ‘‘the principles generally accepted 
among mankind,” the common law of the world.^ In practice 
this meant the generally recognised principles of right among 
those peoples with whom the Romans came most in contact, 
primarily, of course, the other Italian races who were more or 
less aldn to the Romans in blood, in language, and in social 
usages. This jus gentium, however, could never be anything 
so fixed and definite as the jus civile of any particular State. 
Hence it left much more scope for the exercise of his own 
judgment of what was right or wrong on the part of the 
praetor, tempered by that respect for precedent in which the 
Romans resemble the English — a respect for precedent which 
has contributed so largely to the stability and q^uiet growth 
of legal and social institutions among both peoples. It is 
obvious how easily this idea of jus gentium or “ equity ” would 
coalesce with that of the law of nature, when the latter con- 
ception found its way from Greek philosophy into the minds 
of Roman jurists. The law of nature was regarded as some- 
thing' permanently existing behiud the particular law of this 
or that State ; and it came to serve as an ideal of excellence 
towards which the civil law should, when possible, be made to 
approximate. It served as a standard of simplicity and of 
perfection, and, as Sir Henry Maine has suggested, is probably 
the chief reason fox the progressive character of Roman legal 
conceptions.® 

* Sao art. on Jus Gentium, by the late Prof. Henry Nottleship in 
Journal of Philology, Vol. XIH. p. 169 seq. 

* Ancient Lute, p. 78. Mnirhoad {Roman Law, p. SOI) quotes a remark 
of Yoigt’s “ that the risk which arose from the setting up of the precepts 
of a specalatlvo JUS naturaU,ea derogating from the rules of the^ics 
civile, was greatly diminished through the position held by the jurists 
of the early empire. Their jus respondent made them legislative organs 
of the State ; so that in introducing principles of the jus natwrale or of 
tegwim^i l)onum, they at the same moment po&itivised them, and gave 
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Oae great jurist, Ulpian, dre-w a peculiar distinction between 
the jMS naiurale and the jus gentium ; according to his view, 
which is embodied in Justinian’s Institutes, I. Tit. 2, the law of 
nature applies not only to men, but to all animals. “ It is 
that which nature has taught to all animals.” The union of 
male and female, which we call marriage, and the rearing of 
children are in this sense said to belong to the law of nature. 
Ulpian apparently did not know, or did not take account of 
the fact, that among some of the lower animals reproduction 
may occur without sex, and that, except among the higher 
animals, the young are lelt to shift for themselves. This 
distinction, however, allows Ulpian to utter a sentence which 
was to awaken far-reaching echoes when, after long centuries, 
it passed out of the region of theoretical jurisprudence into 
the region of practical poHtics. Slavery exists jure geniivm, 
undoubtedly ; i.e. all oiviliaed peoples known to the Eomans 
recognised this institution: ancient political society was 
based on it. But “by the law of nature all men at the 
first were born free,” The appeal to the common usage of all 
animals would hardly have served Ulpian here, had he known 
of the slave-holding communities of ants. In using these 
words, he probably only meant that apart from definite 
human institution the status of slave did not exist. It might 
be added, neither did that of the free citizen — ^the free man in 
the fuU sense of the term. 

As Maine has pointed out,^ the chief inteUeotual discipline 
of the 'Western mind, of all that part of the empire whose 
culture came to it in the Latin and not in the Greek tongue, 
for nearly three centuries was the study of Eoman law.® 
When the first revival of learning began in the twelfth 
century, it was Eoman law which divided with Aristotle the 

them the force of law” (Voigt, JDas Jus Natwale, etc., der Bomer, Tol. 1. 

' p. 841.) 

^ Ancient Lato, ch. lx. 

* Xt was imdoiibtetlly from the ^maa lawyers that ” the natural 
freedom of all mankind ” found its way into the Ordinance of Xionis X, 
(Xionis Httiin) of iFcance (1315), which was intended to induce Serfs to 
poAshaso their freedom (as a moans of bringing money into the royal 
treasury). “Comme selon le droit de nature ohacun doit naistre 
frano” isthe pt'eamble of the ordinance. The attempt to raise money, 
says Miehelel^ was fneftoual; bat a king’s proclamation of the natural 
Ifbtety was not forgotten, (ffistoire dft Franxe, 111. n, IfiS.) 
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interests of students. And, finally, wiien the Reformation 
displaced scholastic Aristoteliauism or -weakened its authority 
in Protestant Universities, it was once again Roman law and 
that Augustinian theology, which was based so largely on 
legal conceptions, that dominated the thought of most of the 
nations of Northern Europe. The famous treatise of Grotius, 
ZJe Jure Belli et Pads, was a principal medium through which 
the Roman conception of a law of nature came to influence 
olhical and political speculation. The idea of a law of nature, 
which forms the background of Locke’s political theories, and 
which from Locke passed on to Rousseau, and to the fathers 
of the American Republic, comes to Locke mainly from 
Grotius and from Pufendorf. The other -writer who in- 
fluences Locke, and the writer whom he mostly quotes, is 
Hooker; and Hooker is the medium through whom the 
ethical and political philosophy of Thomas Aquinas finds its 
way into English popular thought. Now the conception of 
Nature in Thomas Aquinas is derived from Aristotle ; but he 
adds to it the Oieeronian conception of a law of nature, and 
the law of nature ha understands in a far more definite 
manner as a code of rules which can be ascertained and fully 
formulated by the use of reason. The ancient conception is 
generally that of jus nuturale^ though, as we have seen, Cicero 
already speaks of lex mtiirce. But in the middle ages the 
influence of the Hebrew idea of a divinely given code, and the 
influence of Roman law, no longer as something living and 
growing, but as filnally summed up in a venerable code, tend 
to give a quasi-legal character to ethics, which has left deep 
traces on modorn thought and made it difficult for us to 
appreciate the Greek point of -view.^ “Moral law” is the 
most familiar of modern ethical terms; it is not to be found 
in Aristotle at all.* 

Thomas Aquinas mates a very important distinction among 
the precepts of the law of nature. “ First of all there is in 
man an iaclination to that natural good which he shares 
along with all substances, inasmuch as every substance seeks 
the preservation of its own being, according to its nature. Tn 
virtue of this inoliuation there belongs to the natural law the 
taking of those means whereby the life of man is preserved, 

‘ Of. SiSgwiok, Sistory afMhics, pp. 108-110, 143. 

I As to the itowij p6ttot of the BMoric, see above, pp. 80-32, 



40 mSTOJiy OF THE IDEA OF NATURE [ch. ii 

and things contrary thereto ai'e kept off. Secondly, there is 
in man an inclination to things more specially belonging to 
him, in •virtue of the nature -which he shares -with other 
animals. In thisi respect those things are said to be of the 
natural law, which nature has taught to all animals, as the 
intercourse of the sexes, the education of offspring, and the 
Hke. [With this compare Ulpian, quoted above.] In a third 
way there is in man an inclination to good, according to the 
rational nature which is proper to him ; as man has a natural 
indination to know the truth about G-od, and to live in society. 
In this respect there belong to natural law such natural in- 
olinations as to avoid ignorance, to shun offending other men, 
and the like.” [Summa, la 2ae, qu. 94, art. 2. I quote from 
Father Eiekaby’s very convenient translation, Aquinas Ethi- 
cuSf I, p. 282.] Here we have a careful distinction between 
natural tendencies and the precepts of reason, which it would 
be well if all those who have talked about nature and the 
law of nature had always observed. In discussing particular 
natural rights, I shall have again to refer to some of the 
opinions of the Angelic Doctor and of his followers. 

The general conception of natural law in Aquinas corre- 
sponds with that of the Stoics : “ Hatural law is nothing else 
than the participation in the eternal law of the mind of a 
rational creature ” (la 2ae, qu. 91, art. 2), i,e. man partaking 
partly in the divine reason can thereby know in some reflection 
of it the eternal law, which can be fidly known by none save 
God Himself and the blessed y^ho see God in His essence (la 
2a6, qu. 93, art. 2). Human law, i.e. the positive laws of par- 
ticular states, is derived from the law of nature, and is only 
true so far as it partakes of the law of nature, or is not in con- 
flict with it. By positive di-vine law Aquinas means the 
eternal law as expressly revealed. That of course has no 
connection with Greek or Boman ideas, and does not here 
concern us. 

Ho-w it is to be noted that the Soman conception of a law of 
nature, although it did good service in leading to the progres- 
KVe reform and humanisation of the ci-vil law, did not imply 
any direct conflict with positive human law : it was, except on 
THpian’s theory, nearly, if not altogether, identioal -with the 
common element in the customary law of various communities.^ 

* Aecoi^i^ to the late Professor Muichead. {Rotnan Xow, pp. 2^8, 299), 
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And TJlpian’s law of nature only differed Ly including the 
lower animals. Bat when the codification of Boman law by 
Justinian — which we might call in a certain sense the last act 
of the ancient world — had given it a character of finality, the 
conception of the law of nature was received by the medneval 
world as the conception of something not merely more perfect 
than any positive human laws, but as something distinct 
from them. It came to be thought of as an ideal code, not 
merely as the common or universal element amid the varieties 
of human usage, but distinct from positive human laws, 
which might very often conflict with this code. This lever- 
ence for the law of nature did good service in helping to 
bring some degree of order and system into the chaos of 
French law. As Maine says, “the admission of its dignity 
and claims was the one tenet which all French practitioners 
(whether of the pays da droif icrit, or of the pays de droit 
cotttumier) alihe subscribed to.” ^ 

To the service rendered by the idea of a law of nature in the 
formation of the modern conception of a law of nations I have 
already referred. But the influence of the idea on the simpli- 
fication of French law, and its utility in supplying a set of 
legal conceptions for the relations of independent political 
societies, were both only extensions of that power which it had 
already exercised among the later Roman jurists. In the appli- 
cation of the idea by Thomas Aquinas and his followers we 
have the germ of something new,* of the use of nature as a 
court of appeal by those whose consoiences or whose political 
aspirations were offended by the positive law of their country. 

ihe notion of a Jus naturals ns distinct from the jus yentium was not 
peculiar to TJlpian. A jus natures common to man and the lower 
animals is indeed a law of nature of which we find no other jurist tak' 
ing account. “ But many of them refer again and again to the jus 
naturale'f and Oains is the only one (Justinian following him) that 
occasionally makes it synouymoue with the jus gsiiiium.” This is a 
controversy which X must leave to competent students of the Civil Law. 
The opinion of Mnirhead and of Yoigt, whom he follows in this matter, 
hidnge the Eoman jtes naturals a little nearer to themedheval conception 
of it than the opinion of those (e.y. Dr. Moyle in his edition of Justinian's 
Institutes, Yol. I. p. 92), who say that Tllpian is the only leading jurist 
who makes anything of the distinction. 

* Ancient Law, p. 85. 

* Though, from another point of view, only a return to the idea of the 
drseik^Saphists and Cynics. 
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Lexinjusta non est lex, says Suarez (De Legibns, HE. c. 19):" not 
merely is an unjust law not to be obeyed, but it is not to be 
regarded as a law at aU. "Was it tbe assurance of a Divine 
revelation and of lan infallible guide in the authority of the 
Ohuroh which made Scholastic ethics so ready to sanction the 
rejection of the authority of human law ? When the authority 
of the Church was shaken, the way was cleared for revolution 
in the name of Nature, 

But in the writers of the seventeenth century we hear not 
only of the law, but of the state of nature. For Hobbes the 
state of nature is simply what would remain if all human 
institutions were taken away; and this state of nature, he 
holds, would be a state of war of all against all. In modern 
phrase we should call it “ the struggle for existence, unmiti- 
gated by any associations — ^not even by that of the family; for 
Hobbes does not appear to take note of the fact that even 
among the animals, who have never entered into a social con- 
tract, there is in some oases a certain limit, temporary at 
least, imposed on the state of war by the relation subsisting 
between mates, and still more by that between parent and 
offspring. Hobbes’s argument is that rebellion against the 
existing government means a return to the “ state of nature.” 
Locke, who wishes to justify revolution in certain cases, is 
therefore concerned to maintain that this state of nature is not 
a state of mere anarchy, but has a law to govern it; and where- 
as Hobbes makes the laws of nature all simply consequences of 
the natural instinct of self-preservation, Locke, thinking of his 
state of nature as a social state, although not yet a political 
state, includes in his conception of law of nature very much 
what Thomas Aquinas includes in it. Locke’s "state of 
nature ” is thought of by him as a fairly happy condition, the 
only drawback to which was that every one had to be judge 
in his own cause. Locke, moreover, has an idea of “ a golden 
age*’ existing even after government has come into existence 
-*a time when people did not need “ to examine the original 
and rights of government.” “ A little confusion on the part of 
his readers (perhaps in his own mind) makes it possible to 
regard the state of nature as itself the golden age, and the 
way is prepared for the favourite theory of the eighteenth 
century : — 

* Cte, B. Angosltoo, He Art., H. e, I. Oonfm., Ub. IVv 

» H. § 111, 
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“ Nor think in nature's state they hlinclly trod j 
The state of nature was the reign of God ; 

Self-love and social at her birth began, 

Union the bond of all things and of man. 

Pride then was not, nor arts that pride^to aid; 

Man walk’d with beast, joint tenant of the shado; 

The same his table, and the same his bed ; 

No murder oloath’d him, and no murder fed.” ‘ 

In ttese lines of Pope’s the state of nature is identified with 
the golden age of the Greek and Latin poets ; and “ the reign 
of God ” is an equivalent for Locke’s words “ has a law of 
nature to govern it.” ® 

Now to think of the law of nature not simply as an ideal 
which the reason of man may discover behind or above all 
actual positive laws, hut as a law which has in some past age, 
however dimly conceived, really prevailed, makes a very con- 
siderable difference in the way in which the idea of that law 
affects the conduct of mankind. It becomes something more 
vivid for the imagination, and the feeling is pretty sure to 
suggest itself that what once has been may he restored again, 
if only we can get rid of the evil iixstitutionB that have inter- 
fered with this blessed state of nature. It is a small step from 
these lines of Pope’s to the passionate invective of Rousseau 
against civilisation. To the Thomist the law of nature is an 
ideal /or human law ; to the Rousseauist it is an ideal to be 
reached by getting rid of human law altogether. 

In explaining the rise of this new conception of the lew of 
nature as the law of a pre-political stage, we must take into 
account firstly the diminished respect for Aristotle, due to the 
Reformation and to the Renaissance — ^to the revolt against the 
Church, and to the revolt against Scholasticism ; and secondly, 
the diminished respect for theology and for the authority of 
the Bible. The Protestantism of the sixteenth century has 
passed into the rationalistic Deism of the eighteenth. Thus 
the Scriptural story of Adam in Paradise fades away into the 
Greek myth of a Golden Age. Wo must remember, too, that 
although the Aristotelianism of Thomas Aquinas leads him to 
regard political institutions as natiaral to man,® yet manyi 
Christian theologians had held that government had only/ 
oome into existence as a consequence of sin. Cain and Nim<| 

* on ilfan, lH. 147 ® CMl n. § 6. 

, * J3e iley, Prino., L 1, 
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rod^ were its founders. This is the theological equivalent of 
William Cl-odwin’s view that “ Law is an institution of the 
most pernicious tendency.” Suarez has to introduce a dis- 
tinction between the “ directive ” and “ coercive ” powers of 
government in order to conceal the discrepancy between the 
views of St. Thomas and St. Q-regory ; even if man had not 
fallen from the state of innocence, Suarez holds it “ probable ” 
that the directive power of government would have been 
necessary, “ for even among the angels there is order and lord- 
ship (ordo et pi'incipatus).” The coercive power of government 
presupposes some deterioration, so that in respect of it govern- 
ment may be said to have been introduced because of sin.® 
Thus the heresy of Rousseauism might in this matter claim a 
certain degree of ecclesiastical sanction. 

The mention of Rousseau suggests another element in the 
conception of nature, which came into prominence in the 
eighteenth century, and towards the close of it effected the 
great revolution in literature and art and manners of which 
Rousseau was the earhest conspicuous prophet. The love of 
natural scenery, the interest in country life, the preference for 
what appeals directly to sentiment over what appeals to the 
intellect, form part of the new reverence for Nature as opposed 
to human institutions. Rousseau’s attack upon literature and 
art ended by giving an enormous stimulus to the production 
of now forms of them. Pope was little consoious that in those 
lines I have quoted he was preparing the way for a reaction 
against the whole style of literature and of thought, of which 
he was one of the most famous representatives. It is Classi- 
cism itself preparing the way for Romanticism and “ Natu- 
ralism.” But the slgnihcauce of Rousseau in respect of this 
idea of Nature is so important, and has been so often misre- 
presented, that I must reserve it for separate disoussion. 

The rationalistic Deism of the eighteenth century affects 
the conception of Nature in a further way. “Natural 
Theology" gains in importance with the decay of general 
belief in ecclesiastical or scriptural authority : when first the 

1 01 Milton, Faradise Lost-, Xtl. 24, for the idea that Nimrod invented 
the dominion of man over man, whifih is contrary to the law of natnre. 
On the words in Ote. 3C.O, '‘a mighty hnnter before the Lord," Milton 
giv#l9)e gloss, " Hunting (and men, not beasts, shedl he bis game),” etc. 

^ Leflfibus, 111* !• « 
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Clmrcli and tlien tie Bible begin to be doubted, there remains 
Reason, and Natural Theology is common ground to tie 
theologian who acknowledges “Reason, unaided by Revela- 
tion ” as one of the sources of knowledge about the ultimate 
meaning of the universe, and to the “ Deist,” who considers it 
the only source.^ Adam Smith’s course of lectures on moral 
philosophy, out of part of which grew his Wealth of Nations^ 
began with Natural Theology.® In the conception of nature 
which is implied in his advocacy of “ the system of natural 
liber! y,” is presupposed the idea of “that great, benevolent, 
and all-wise Being, who dirocts all the movomonts of nature, 
and who is determined to maintain in it at all times the 
greatest possible quantity of happiness.” This optimistic 
Deism, which is common to Pope and Bolingbroke, to Jefferson 
and Robespierre, is presupposed alike in the theory of natural 
rights of the American declarations and in the theory of 
natural liberty of the laissez faire economists, though in both 
oases doubtless the idea of Nature would not have been applied 
in this special way, had it not been for the recognition of evils 
caused % oppressive or foolish governments. The theory of 
the “Physiocrats,”® that man ought to study natural law and 
not to disturb its action, assumes that nature is operating in 
a way that is beneficial to man. 

Finally we must take into account the idea of natural laws 
as that is held by the students of natural science, for it affects 
not only the conception of economic laws but also the theory 
of natural rights as maintained in our own time by Mr. 
Herbert Spencer, When the phenomena of human society 
come fco be brought under conoeptious and studied by methods 
similar to those used in the study of the phenomena of 
vegetable and animal life, the notion of causality is introduced 
into ethics and politics and economics which now become 
branches of sociology. “ Laws of nature ” in this sense have, 
however, no direct connection with the Law of Nature 
naturale) of Roman jurists, medimval theologians and intui- 

^ The optimism of the Deists is, in one aspect of it, a reaction and a 
protest against the gloom of the popular theology. 

* Gf. T. D. Gliffe Leslie, B^says in Political and Moral Philosophy, 
p. 150,' Bonar, Philosophy and Political Economy, p. 148. 

’ Mr. Bonar in his Philosophy and Political Economy, p. 96, points 
out how the idea of the law of nature had carried Locke in the direction 
of what was afterwards known as Physiocracy. 
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tional moralists. Only in the lean aeterna of Aquinas and Ids 
followers do we find any meeting-point between tbem; but 
there is this important differenoe, that whereas natural laws 
in the sense of, causal sequences or uniformities among 
phenomena are, if correctly stated, incapable of being broken 
by man (I say nothing of the controversy about the relation 
of Ood to the lex cetema, as it is irrelevant here), laws of 
nature in the ethical sense, like political laws, are statements 
of what man “ ought ” to do and are therefore capable of being 
broken. When we speak of violating a law of physiology, we 
ore using inaccurate language ; we mean violating a maxim 
of health based on, or supposed to be based on, a knowledge of 
physiology. So far as economic laws are statements of what 
under certain conditions does happen, they are “ natural laws ” 
and cannot be violated. Mr. Herbert Spencer is making use 
of a mere ambiguity of language when he speaks of the folly 
of our legislators in trying “ to repeal by Act of Parliament a 
law of Nature.” ^ No Act of Parliament can affect what is 
really a law of nature ; and Mr. Spencer need not be afraid of 
the folly of our legislators, if it only leads them to attempt the 
genuinely impossible. Mr. Spencer has drawn his own practi- 
cal maxims from his own conclusions about nature ; and some 
Acts of Parliament run counter to these — that is all. 

Mr. Spencer seeks to justify his defence of natural rights 
by appealing to the actual customs of various savage and 
barbarian peoples.* This may seem to be the appeal to the 
consensus humani generis^ except that savages seem to be 
preferred to civilised races in the appeal, so that we have here 
rather the Eousseauist than the Eoman or Thomist conception 
of nature ; but there ore, I think, also present certain associa- 
tions derived from the modem scientific conception of nature, 
in the sense of the system of permanent relations subsisting 
between phenomena. Sociological facts are brought forward 
to settle what is really a practical controversy about what 
ougM to be done. 

Natural rights have been explained as “ biological rights,” 
by which, I understand, is meant that there are certain natmcH 
insihcts or tendencies in human nature which must be re- 

* mics part in,), p. 646. 

* Ifm versus State, pp. 90 sag. 
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spected by legislation. This is obviously very much less than 
is meant by “ nghts ” under the k-w of nature in its old sense. 
It is simply an appeal to fact ; and I do not see that it settles 
for us which instincts deserve our respect and which do not, 
and that is just the important matter in practice. To this 
subject I must return. 



CHAPTER III 

ROD&SEATJ AND ROUSSEAUISM 

“This transition from fhe state of nature to the civil state 
produces a very remarkable change in man, by substituting in 
his conduct justice for instinct and giving to his actions the 
morality which they previously lacked. It is then alone that, 
the voice of duty taking the place of physical impulse, and 
right taking the place of appetite, man, who hitherto has 
considered no one but himself, sees himself forced to act on 
dififerent principles and to consult his reason before listening 
to his inclinations. Although he deprives himself in the 
oivO. state of several advantages which nature gives him, he 
gains such great advantages in their stead, his capacities are 
exercised and developed, his ideas are enlarged, his sentiments 
are ennobled, his whole soul is elevated to such a degree that 
if the abuses of this new condition did not degrade him often 
below the level of that from which he has come, he ought to 
bless without ceasing the happy instant which took him from 
it for ever, and which of an animal stupid and limited made 
him an intelligent being and a man.” 

This passage from Rousseau’s Control Social (I. o. 8) might 
almost serve as a commentary on Aristotle’s doctrine that “ man 
is by nature a political animal,” save that Rousseau uses the 
term “nature” only in a negative sense, for the non-civil 
state. The qualification which is added to the praise of the 
civil state also finds its counterpart in Aristotle : — 

“ A social instinct is implanted in all men by nature, and 
yet he who first founded the state was the greatest of benefac- 
tors, For man when perfected is the best of animals, but 
when separated from law and justice he is the worst of aU ; 
since armed injustice is the more dangerous, and he is equipped 
at birth with the arms of intelligence and with moral qualities 
which he may use for the worst ends,*' 'Wherefore, if he have 
Mr. WelMou irauslatas, '* Haiure lias endowed man with arms which 
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not virtue, ho is tlio most unholy and the most savage of 
animals, and the most full of lust and gluttony.” ^ 

The civilised man can sink himself lower, but he can also 
rise higher than the beast or the savage. The savage is in- 
capable of some civilised vices, but he is also incapable of most 
civilised virtues. 

The passage I have quoted from Rousseau does not contain 
what is usually supposed to be Rousseau’s view of civilisod 
society. The evils incident to the civil state are admitted, 
but that only in the civil slate can man rise above the animal 
is recognised by Ronsse.au as fully as by Aristotle, No great 
writer perhaps has suffered more than Eous&eau from having 
his views judged by his weakest writings. The Contrat 
Social is a book much more talked about than read, and the 
prevalent opinion about Rousseau’s social theories is derived 
from the paradoxes of his early prize essays, the Discourse on 
the Sciences and Arts (1750), which gained a prize, and the 
Discourse on the Origin of Inequality among Men (17B3, pnbl. 
1754:), which did not. It is there he maintains that “ our souls 
have been corrupted in the proportion in which our sciences 
and arts have advanced to perfection ” ; that “ the man who 
thinks is an animal spoilt ” ; that iron and corn have civilised 
men and have destroyed the human race,” But even in the 
Discourse on Inequality he recognises that the state of nature 
“has perhaps never existed, and probably will never exist,” and 
that when he speaks of it he is using a hypothetical argument; 
and not attempting to describe the actual, original state of . 
jnanMnd. Though in the sequel he does refer to a primitive ' 
state, he does not make that his ideal, but considers the 
happiest period of human existence to be “that of the develop- 
ment of the human faculties, occupying a golden mean be- 
tween the indolence of the primitive state and the petulant 
activity of our self-love.” Savages, he holds, are mostly in 
this stage, “ the true youth of the world ” j and all further 
progress has been, in appearance, so many steps towards the 
perfection of the individual, and, in effect, towards the de- 

ara intended to subserve the purposes of pradence and virtue, but are 
capable of boinK wholly turned to contrary ends.” This gives a much 
better sense, but it seems to rei^aire a conjectural emendation of the tent, 
such as that which Mr. T^clldon adopts. 

' Adst.) FqI., 1. 2, §§15, 16 (Jewett’s Translation). 
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crepitude of tho species.” Nevertlieleas, in spite of tliis 
glorification of the savage, lie acknowledges that along with 
a multitude of bad things in oivilisation there are a small 
number of good.^" 

In the Gontmt Social, as we have seen, the proportions of 
good and evil are reversed. The whole treatise is singularly 
free from the faults that are usually ascribed to Eousseau. 
The most conspicuous defect in it is that he does not properly 
appreciate representative government (HE. 16) — a defect 
which he shares with many persons at the present day who 
have not his excuse. He had not, like Montesquieu, seen the 
Eng l ish government from a favourable (perhaps too favourable) 
point of view. His political ideas had been formed by the 
reading of G-reek and Latin authors, whose only notion of free 
government was that of small city states ; and he himself was 
born a citizen of Geneva, a republic in many ways analogous 
to one of these ancient states, owing its political independence 
and its special character in a great degree to its Lyourgns, Cal- 
vin.* The neighbouring Swiss cantons, with which Geneva 
was allied, were direct democracies of the antique type, or 
else close oligarchies. Was it strange, then, that Eousseau 
should accept the generalisation that only small states were 
fitted for democracy, that moderate-sized states might be aris- 
tocracies, but that large states (unless by the device of con- 
federation®) must be monarchies? But this very opinion of 
his should save him from the abuse commonly bestowed on 
him, as if he had been a doctrinaire democrat, and were per- 
sonally responsible for aU the errors of the Erenoh Eevolution. 
He fully appreciated the “relativity of politics he predicted, 
we may almost say, the part which federal government was to 
play in the solution of political problems, and of complete 
democracy he expressly says, “ A government so perfect is not 
suited to men.”* His views about the sovereignty of the 
people and about the justification of revolution are identical 

> la tie Lettro d M. FhUopolis ho says, “ Aooording' to me, society is 
natural to the human species as decrepitude to the individual; arts, laws, 
governments are necessary for peoples, as crutches are fca; old men.” 

* Cl. Contr. Soc., H.7 (“ Of theliegislator "). In a note he says : “ iUhose 
who only think of Calvin as a theologian know little of the extent of his 
getahs," 

* €ontr. Soe,, Hi. 18. 
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with those of Looke, expressed indeed in more telling language’, 
and addressed to an audience that was suffering graver and 
older evils than those which had induced the English Whigs 
of 1688 to change the government of their country. Eous- 
seau’s distinction of “ the general wDl ” from “ the will of all,” 
and his seemingly mystical idea of the common self (moi com- 
mtm), are anticipations of the political theories of the great 
G-erman idealists. Kant, Eichte, and Hegel are disciples of 
Eoussean in a truer sense than those Jacobin Puritans, Robes-* 
pierre and St. Just, by whom Rousseau has too freq^uently been 
judged.^ 

I do not mean to deny the large part which the idea of 
“ Nature ” as the antithesis of civilisation, occupies in Rous- 
seau’s thinking. I only wish to insist that it cannot be said 
to have vitiated the great pohtioal treatise of his most mature 
and soundest period any more than it vitiated the political 
theories of Looke. That period, however, produced also 
and La Nouvelle Eiloise ; and it is with good ground that the 
cry, “Return to Nature,” and the exaltation of sentiment 
above reason are associated in a special manner with Rousseau, 
and may be described as “ Rousseauism.” Rousseau sent his 
children to the foundling hcrapital, and could not afterwards 
trace them. His spiritual children can be found more easily. 
If one considers the most characteristic features of a great part 
of European thought since Rousseau’s time — the literature of 
sentiment, the genuine or affected love for natural scenery, the 
reaction against rationalism and against classicism, even the 
pessimism of the nineteenth century, along with its deeper 
sense of sympathy (often more sentimental than rational) with 
the poor, one might say that, m some degree, we are all Rous- 
seau’s children, — at least there are a good many of them at 
the present time who do not know their spiritual father. 

If words always meant what their etymology would suggest, 
if terms of controversy were always selected on strictly logical 
principles, the opposition between Socialism and Individualism 
would not lead one to expect that assertors of “ natural rights ” 

1 On lEonsseau’s influence on German, thouglit, cf . B. tester, Soudseau 
md die dmtsdke Gesehichtsphilosophie (Stuttgart, 1890). On the differ- 
ence hetween Rousseau’s thought at different periods of his life, of. Charles 
Boxgeaud, J.-J". Rousseau’s EeligionspMlosoplide (Geneva and Leipzig, 
1883), esp. pp. XI seq. 
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and worsTiipperaof Nature — as the “ not duo to human reason ” 
— were to he found among those calling themselves Sooiah&ts. 
But the fact is, that a great many of those who moat loudly 
profess themaelves Socialists are amongst those who have shown 
least faith in the rationality of human society. To the great 
confusion of logical terminology, a great many professing 
“Socialists” are at heart “Individualists ” and “Anarchists.” 
In defiance of scientific anthropological science and of history, 
they seem to believe that individual freedom has decreased 
with the growth of civilisation,^ and that the return to a state 
of nature is the ideal of human progress. The name “ Social- 
ist” may indeed reasonably be assumed by those who are 
appealing from existing social arrangements to what they 
conceive to be better social arrangements, not yet anywhere 
realised, who are dissatisfied with existing society because it 
is stiU so largely untrue to its ideal, so largely not social, not 
organised, but inorganic and anarohioal. But this dissatisfac- 
tion frequently takes the form of a repudiation not merely of 
this or that form of politioal organisation, but of all institutions 
as such, with the exception, perhaps, of the institution of “ the 
dear love of comrades ” * — an exception which is no exception ; 
for love or comradeship is a personal relationship springing up 
spontaneously between two or more human beings. It may and 
does give rise to institutions ; in fact, all institutions may be 
said to have grown out of it. But of itself it is no institution, 

’ Of. Bousseau, wlio says in the Discourse on Inequaliiy that “ the 
savage hves in himself ; whilst a man in the social state is always out- 
side himself, and can only live in the opinion of others.” 

* Walt Whitman, whose phrase is here quoted, defies classification and 
argument as much as he defies everything else. He is the absolute ex- 
treme of Protestant individualism, an incarnate “ natural rights of man ” ; 
in him infinite self-assertion is combined with infinite recognition of the 
equal rights of others, and both liberty and equality are merged in a 
fraternity so wide andnll-molusive that all distinobions of good and had, 
right end wrong, are lost in a general blase and blare of democratic en- 
thusiasm. With a noble personality and the capacity of a certain poetic 
grandeur, he has become a prophet and teacher in the eyes of a good 
many in IBngland who are dissatisfied with the existing chaos and un- 
reifiity of our social structure. But it is awkward to use Walt Whitman 
as a gtdde of Conscience. His appreciations are so nniversal. Xf he can 
hitrliy be likened to •* the darkness in which all cows ace black,” he might 
^ tSf fiaMufibed OB a blase of exuberant shadowless sunlight, in which all 
s 1^^^ ate Swans. On Walt Whitman one Bnglish author at least haS 
^ able'io write v^itb judgment and sobriety— Mr, William Cdatke, 
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auoli as can form a relatively permanent olotHng or shelter 
which, will outlast the individuals who wear or inhabit it ; it 
is no institution which can take new members into itself to 
supplement the living or replace the dead, and which remains 
as a socaal inheritance for those who are not yet born. 

It is this creation of institutions round him which most of 
all distinguishes man from the lower animals : the more highly 
developed forms of it are summed up in the word “ oivilisar 
tion.” The higher animals below man have already the germ 
of social inheritance. Thus, while the insect owes everything, 
or nearly everything, to inherited inatinots, the bird learns by 
imitation how to build its nest and how to rear its young. 
Pigeons, unless they have an experienced couple among them, 
will generally fail to bring up a family. But even the most 
intelligent of birds or mammalia have only the rudiments of 
such social inheritance when compared with man ; and for this 
reason they remain stationary, while man progresses. “ The 
owl,” says Edgar Quinet, “has outlived Pallas Athene; the 
eagle has outhved Jupiter ; they have not lost a feather in 
tho fall of the gods.” ^ “ They have not lost a feather ” ; but 
neither have they learnt a note of music, nor improved their 
style of domestic architecture. 

Civilisation is a vague term, and to different persons it sug- 
gests different ideas. To some people it suggests railways and 
telegraphs ; to some it suggests hustling streets, showy shop- 
windows, boulevards, oaf4a, theatres ; to some it suggests 
chimney-pot hats and black coats ; to some it means Christian 
churches, parliaments and policemen ; ® to some it means 
mainly art, science, and hterature; to our modem Cynics 
or Bousseauists, to those whose prophets are Thoreau and Walt 
Whitman, it is a disease which needs to be cured by “ a return 
to nature.” * 

To analyse civilisation adequately would mean to write a 
^ L*E$prit Nouveau, p. 26. 

3 Tkere is a well-known stoijr of an Irislunan, ^pwreokei in an un- 
known land: when he saw a man hanging on a gallows, he exclaimed, 
“Arrah, hut this is a civilised country ! ” When, soon after, he saw a 
man lying drunk in a ditch, he cried out in grateful recognition, “Be* 
gorrah, hnt this is a Christian oountiy 1 ” 
a At the close of his eloqLuent essay, which bears the significant 
OtfoiHsatitms Us Cause cmd its Owe, iSi. Edward Carpenter says; — 
*'Xhe present oompeidtive society is mere and more rapidly becoming 
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complete treatise on sociology. At present let me attempt to 
clistinguish its principal elements or constituents, using the 
term to mean wl^t distinguislies man from the animals and 
what (to adopt a phrase I have suggested elsewhere enables 
mankind to progress independently of heredity and of mere 
natural selection. 

(1) First of all, civilisation implies control over the forces of 
nature; and greater civilisation implies that such control is 
greater. From the discovery of how to make fire by rubbing 
sticks together on to the inventions of the telegraph and the 
telephone, man has been learning how to use nature as his 
servant. Man, it has been suggested, might be defined as a 
tool-making animal. (2) Secondly, language makes it possible 
to transmit experience ; and when to language are added the 
inventions of writing and printing, this power of bequeathing 
ideas is immensely increased. A greater power of expressing 
and of diffusing ideas is thus one mark of a higher degree of 
civilisation. Man is a speaking animal ; and because a speaking 
animal, he is also a rational or thinking animal, for language 
makes possible the psyohologioal advance from particular images 
or representations to general concepts or ideas. Eeflection, 
moreover, though it may among the great mass of human 
beings be mainly occupied with matters of direct practical 
necessity, can be employed also about everything in the 
universe, and about man himself, though such reflection may 
have only an indirect practical value or apparently none at all. 
Thus science, philosophy, history are among the marks which 
distinguish a civilised from an uncivilised people. The tales 
and myths of primitive races are the germs from which they 
spring. (3) Thirdly, man has a delight in doing or making 
things which are of no practical utility, for the sheer delight of 
doing or making them. This “ play,” or free purposeless use of 

a mete dead formula and husk, within which the outlines of the new and 
human Society are already disoerniUe. Simultaneously, and as if to 
match this growth, a move towards liature and Savagery is for the first 
flme taking place from within, instead of being forced upon society from 
without.” The words ” for the first time ” show a curious oblivion of 
^usseau, and of the Cynics. 

* Xittrukidsm <ind PoUtks, Id. 2, p. 101> Of. Weismann Essays upon 
(^gh tr.), 'Vol. II. p. fil, where the editor of the translation, 
foof. E. B. PoUltw, cites my definition, of which he approved when 1 
IkBihftnponih 
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control over its body and over surrounding objects, exists in 
germ among the lower animals, though with them, except among 
the very young, it is mostly connected with sexual selection. 
Among human beings it is the source of ar^. From the wild 
dances and songs o£ the savage grow up music, poetry, the 
drama ; from his attempts to adorn his person, his weapons, his 
hut, or to represent the beasts he has seen or the gods he 
believes in, are developed architecture, sculpture, painting, 
Man is more than a mere imitative animal ; he is a creator, so 
far as he is able. Art, then, is another mark of civilisation. 
(4) Fourthly, men come to use their thinking and their making 
powers to regulate their relations with one another ; i.e. their 
social structure comes to depend not merely on natural selection 
operating among competing tribes or communities, but to 
result in part from conscious attempts at organisation. In other 
words, civilised man formulates definitely and becomes fully 
conscious of the laws and instituiions which have grown up in 
his community, and thereby on the one hand deliberately 
adopts habits of reverence for law, and on the other hand be- 
comes capable of carrying out political, social, ethical, religious 
reforms (or, at least, changes) in a way impossible to him at a 
ruder stage of existence. Man is a pohtioal animal ; and the 
use of written laws, which all may (potentially) come to know, 
and the possibility of carrying out peacefully constitutional 
changes, are marks of civilisation. The habit of “ free govern- 
ment,” i.e. of living under institutions which are not looked on 
as some alien authority imposed from without, or existing 
merely because they have existed in the past, but which in 
some considerable degree correspond to the saner and soberer 
sentiments of the more socially min ded and orderly members 
of the community, is a mark of oiviliaation, not perhaps the 
most obvious ; for people governing themselves have often been 
behind those more despotically governed in some, if not all, of 
the other dharaoteristios of civilisation ; but it is a mark which 
is directly connected with the original meaning Of the term. 
To be a dvis is to be the citizen of a sdf-governing political 
society, the highest form of which known to the ancients was 
the city republic of the Hellenic world. Starting from a 
similar sdf-goveming town, the Eomans first oonqtuered and 
then Eomanised and civilised the less advanced races of the 
Mediterranean world, whUst they themselves assimilated a 
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great part of that Hellenic culture ■whioh had originated in the 
cities of Ionia, and had reached its perfection in tLe city of 
Athens, and which was kept alive and spread to east and west 
from the cosmopolitan city of Alexandria. And when the in- 
cursion of the northern barbarians broke down the fabric of 
ancient civilisation, it was in Eoman cities above all that some 
fragments of it were sheltered, and it was in the self-governing 
city republics of Italy and in the “ free towns ” of the Glerman 
empire, that art and the peaceful pursuits of secular life first 
revived and flourished. Even the Church, which through 
many dark centuries represented the only force in Western 
Europe making for peace and order and the intellectual goods 
of mankind, was the Roman Church, carrying on in a new 
form the discipline and the organisation which had originated 
in the Imperial City. Eoussoan himself dedicates his second 
indictment of civilisation — The Discovrse on Inequality — to the 
Eepuhlic of Geneva, of which he was proud to count himself 
a citizen. Even Walt Whitman, with his love of fiesh air 
and with all the prairies of America before him, seems to turn 
affectionately to the “ populous pavements ” of the close-packed 
city that covers the island of Manhattan. 

It is this connection of civilisation with city life that more 
than anything else has caused the revolt against it. The 
massing together of human beings makes some good things 
possible, but makes the evils of human society more con- 
spicuous.* It has been noticed, moreover, by several students 
of art and literature, that the love of the sights and sounds, 
the quiet and peace of the country, does not enter prominently 
into poetry and painting except after the rise of great oities. 
Still more is this true ■vrith regard to the sentiment for the 
wilder and more terrible aspects of nature. “The love of 
Hature," it has been said by a subtle critic of Eoman literature, 
“ is not, as we might naturally expect it to be, a feeling much 
experienced by those who live in constant contact and conflict 
with its sterner forces, as by husbandmen, herdsmen, and 
hunters 3 nor is it developed consciously in primitive times or 
unsophisticated races 3 but it is the accompaniment of leisure, 


* Cf. Platoiioioa, 111,678: “Sow can wo possibly suppose that those 
who know nothing all the good and evil of cities oonld have attained 
fnfl, developmeat, whether of virtue or of vice ? “ 



CH. in] ROUSSEAU AND EOUSSEAUJSM 57 

culture, and refinement of life.” ^ Like many strong feelings, 
it is due to reaction. 

Undoubtedly some races are more susceptible to the beauty 
or impressweness of natural scenery tban oilaera, tbe Celts 
perhaps more than the Saxons, the Italians more than the 
Greeks. Occupation, howevei', has probably in all oases more 
to do with the matter than raoe : a people of herdsmen or 
hunters are more likely to develop some taste for scenery 
than a people engaged in agriculture. But the cultured 
lover of nature is very apt to mistake the home-sickness of 
the mountaineer or of the fisherman, for a purely sesthetio 
appreciation of mountain and sea. Custom strongly affects 
the feelings even of the most reflective and the most logical 
minds : with simple and unsophisticated persons who have 
gone through few changes in their surroundings, custom is 
all-powerful. It is said that a Shetlander, finding himself for 
the first time in a beautiful woodland district, was filled with a 
feeling of terrified oppression : he seamed unable to breathe, 
and was afraid the trees would fall on him. His longing for the 
sea and for his bare rooky islands was of the same kind as the 
longing of many a oity-hred person for the smooth pavement 
and the smell of asphalt. There is probably also in most cases a 
physical basis in the longing for sea and mountain — a longing 
which many even of those who have lived chiefly in midland 
plains can understand. Lungs accustomed to a fresher air 
seem stifled amid leafy lanes and green meadows as well as 
amid brick walls. When such physical feelings and the 
associations derived from habit are left out of account, it will 
be found that the genuinely ssathetio love of the countary is in 
the main a product of city life. 

All the fine arts, indeed, require the existence of city life for 
their rise and growth. The landscape painter, when landscape 
painting has once become an established form of art, may work: 
in the country, and may work beat in the country, but his 
pictures are painted for the town : and it is to the landscape 
painter that we owe a great deal of our admiration of natural 
scenery.® Prof, Weismann has pointed out that “ nearly all 

‘ Sellar, Virgil, p. 47. On p, 46, note, Mr. Sellar refers to two German 
writers, Woermann. and HelHg. 

* “Even such an analysis of natnral 'beauty in the light of physioal 
fact as has been attempted by Etzskin in the Modem Pamte/ra is chidly 
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■the renowned (mneical) composers and singers of the present 
century have come from large towns.” ^ Great buildings, 
adorned •with paintings and sculpture, may indeed be erected 
in the country ; but it is only in large towns that there is 
a snfB.ciently continuous demand for architecture and the 
imitative arts, or sufficient opportunity for studying them. By 
an extensive use of aU modern inventions which diminish the 
inconvenience of distance, future generations may be able to 
combine, in a way we can only dream of, the advantages of 
both town and country; but those who wish to begin their 
social revolution by aboh&hmg everything that did not exist in 
the twelfth century, or in ancient HeUas, or in unsophisticated 
Japan, or in the Garden of Eden, or wherever and whenever 
they place their golden age, are under a strange delusion if 
they hope to hve in a primeval forest with no governments, no 
schools, no institutions of any kind, and yet to hear the musio 
of Beethoven, or have them walls adorned with frescoes worthy 
of the best age of Florence. Bousseau is more consistent than 
Mr. William Morris or Mr. Edward Carpenter ; art must be 
expelled from the ideal state of nature, along with science, 
and along -with government. 

No element of civilisation is possible ■without the oity. But 
need the city be for ever wbat the word is too apt to suggest 
to us ? — a gnmy ■wilderness of monotonous rows of sombre and 
often bad brick, every ohimney-pot contributing its pollution 
to the atmosphere, -the eyes met on all sides by flaring adver- 
tisements of soap and pills and mustard, the ears stunned by 
ceaseless discordant ones of the latest newspaper -with the 
latest murder, a pervading odour of horse-dung and of the filth 
of lil-oared-for, overcrowded human beings, whilst the more 
prosperous are arrayed in coats and hats and trousers that 
make sculpture impossible or ludicrous; and beyond all the 
dreary noises, beyond everything that offends the senses or 
the taste, the ever-present picture of the ceaseless struggle for 
existeuoe. May we not rather call up a ■vision of a city, sug- 
gested to us partially even now by some ancient towns, and by 

diieeted to showing how great artists have extended the honndaries of 
so-called natural beauty, by their superior insight into the expressive 
capabilities of natural scenes and objaots.” — Bosanquot, History of 
p. 4. 

^ Hsmys upon Bmdity (Engl, trans.), Vol. 11. p. 48. 
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some parts of some modern towns — a city not too large, tut of 
suot. size that from tho upper windows of the Town-hall the 
fresh fields can be seen — a city with a smokeless sky and 
clean streets, no shops, and above all no advertisements, but a 
large central market for needful exchange, no one interested in 
makin g any one buy what he or she does not want, handsome 
buildings and largo leafy spaces, all the inventions of science 
used to diminish irksome labour, and all the wealth of art lavished 
not on the gratification of private luxury, but on the adornment 
of the property of the commonwealth ? But it is an odd way of 
preparing such a commonwealth, to condemn civilisation as a 
disease, to exalt ignorance above science, and the savage above 
“the heir of all the ages.” Every one of the elements or 
materials of civilisation may be turned to a bad purpose : is 
that a reason for wishing them destroyed? On the same 
principle we might well wish that Prometheus had kept his 
discovery to himself. There is quite as good reason for 
blaming him as for blaming James Watt or Q-eorge Stephen- 
son. 

In this revolt against civilisation there are, however, un- 
doubtedly important elements of truth. Civilisation, as it has 
just been defined and analysed, consists of certain means or 
instruments (material and intdleotual) for human well-being ; 
and these means or instruments are capable of being inherited 
in the legal or social, not in the biological sense of inheritance. 
But what is properly an instrument may come to be regarded 
as if it were an end in itself. Tools and ornaments and insti- 
tutions were made for man, and not man for tools and orna- 
ments and institutions ; and yet the individual may become 
the slave of the things he has created or, more likely, of 
the things he has inherited. The miser who accumulates coin 
is an abnormal product of half-civilisation, and is recognised 
as such by every one except himself: what is not so generally 
recognised is the slavery of the ordinary civilised man and 
woman to clothes, which have to be varied when there is no 
need, and to customs which change or do not change quite 
irrespective of use or convenience— -all this implying wasteful 
expenditure and unnecessary fatigue on the part of those who 
are supposed to enjoy the full benefits of civilisation, and 
excessive toil on the part of those who do not. Civilisation is 
not evil in itself, but because its products are so unequally 
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distributed and so irrationally used. Again, the mere fact of 
social inheritance, whilst aiding enormously the advance of 
humanity, contains in it the possibility of danger. It implies 
to a very grea^t extent a cessation of natural selection. Thus, 
what is in many respects a highly civilised race, may be- 
come more and more physically enfeebled, till it falls a prey 
to internal degeneration, and to the attack of some rudely 
eq[uipped, but vigorous barbarian invaders. 

This is the too familiar history of the great empires of the 
old world. But the success of the barbarian does not prove 
the absolute superiority of barbarism over civilisation. The 
healthiness and strength of the barbarian, as of the wild 
beast, are due simply to the ruthless action of natural selection. 
The savage (if the paradox may be excused) is free from 
disease, just because he so readily falls a victim to it. Epi- 
demics which are comparatively mild among civilised peoples 
rage with frightful virulence among people living under 
more primitive conditions. Tribes engaged in constant war- 
fare are exposed to a double process of natural selection : the 
tribe possessed of the greatest strength, endurance, auu 
courage succeeds best, and kills off the others ; and within a 
warlike tribe the more siiocessM warrior is the more success- 
ful man. Peace is generally accounted a blessing, and is 
usually lauded by those who preach the return to nature; but 
peace means a cessation of natural selection, and consequent 
decay in the average physique. "War and hunting are the 
only honourable pursuits among the finer savage races, and 
both pursuits ensure a high standard of physical excellence ; 
but the killing of men, the capture of women, and the chasing 
of beasts are not occupations admired by our humanitarian 
neo-savages. Infanticide and the habit of killing off the aged 
are primitive modes of artificial selection. But these methods 
of social salvation also would probably he reprobated by the 
higher barbarism of the present day. Even the physical 
vigour of savage, compared with civilised, races is frequently 
over-estimated, and for the power of triumphing over natural 
difficulties more than physical vigour is need^. An autho- 
tify, quoted by Mr. Edward Carpenter himself, in an appendix 
to his indictment of civilisation, admits as much: ''In 
endurance the African savage beats us hollow (except trained 
athletes). . , . But for mddm emergencies they are no- 
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where.” ^ And even for thcie forms of endurance which 
reqdre “pluck” as well as vigour, it may be questioned 
whether the civilised man is not as a rule superior. To im- 
prove the average physical well-being of modem humanity, 
it is a violent remedy to strip off our clothes, pull down our 
houses and expose ourselves to the sunshine, which, in this 
region of the world, “ Nature ” so often fails to provide. A 
diet exclusively of fruit and grains, no government, no medical 
science, are hardly the proper prescriptions for the sufferings of 
our age.® The Greeks, for whose art Mr. Carpenter expresses 
admiration, were certainly not destitute either of government 
or of science, and, although living in a milder climate than 
ours, they did not restrict themselves to ffuit and grains. The 
Athenians of the great artistic age are the very type for all 
time of a civilised people ; and their civilisation assuredly did 

‘ Quoted from Mr. H. B. Cotterill in CiviliBotion, its Cause and its 
Cure, p. 60. 

® " It may te noted,” says Mr. Carpenter (Civilisation, etc., p. 88), “ that 
foods of the seed kind — by which 1 mean all manner of fruits, nuts, 
tnbers, grains, eggs, etc. (and I may include milk in its various forms of 
butter, cheese, curds, and so forth), not only contain by their nature the 
elements of life in their most condensed forms, but have the additional 
advantage that they can he appropriated without injury to any living 
creature — for even the cabbage may inaudibly scream when torn up by 
the roots and boiled, but the strawberry asks us to tiike of its fruit, and 
paints it red expressly that we may see and devour it 1 Both of 'which 
considerations must convince ns that this kind of food is most fitted to 
develop the kernel of man’s life.” “ Man’s life,” I suppose, is a nut to 
Clock ; hut 1 doubt if Mr. Carpenter has done it Buccosefully. One is glad 
to see, however, that eggs have a better claim to he eaten than cabbages. 
This is a mitigated vegetarianism. But are “ milk, butter, cheese, curds, 
etc,,” ** seeds ” ? And what if there be mites on the cheese ? And if eggs 
of fowls may he taken without sin against hTature, why not the roe of 
fishes, when it can he removed without injuring the developed fish (for 
it is apparently only the fully developed animal that this reformed science 
holds to ha “ living ”) ? These are some intei-esting problems in casuistry 
for those who would conscientiously apply the Law of Nature. As to 
strawberries versus cabbages, it is not for tts that the strawberry paints 
itself red, but for the bird who will help to spread its seeds. And the 
market gardener who cultivates fruits to such perfection that the seeds aro 
almost absent is surely violating Nature’s holy plan. 

The late Professor Lorimer, in his interestiug development of the idea 
of Naturrecht, spealis of the “ rights” of the “last rose of summer” not 
to ha plucked (Institutes of Law, p. 326). What becomes of the rights of 
th? ugly weeds in a garden ? Still, Professor Lorimer’s conception of the 
Law of Nature at least does nob dethrone man from his do m inion over 
the creatures. 
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not lack its dark side any more than onra. He who would 
really lead, ua towards the promised land of an ideal domooracy, 
must not merely lead us out from among the flesh-pots of 
Egyptian bondage, and leave us without a guide and without 
the tables of the law in the wilderness of savagery — a sure 
prey to the strongest and least scrupulous amongst ourselves 
or our neighbours. 

The problem is a harder one : can a general equality of social 
conditions he attained without the loss of any of those instru- 
ments of human well-being which we wish to be enjoyed by 
all, instead of half-enjoyed or abused by the few ? In other 
words, is civilisation possible without a slave class, and without 
“ free ” competition ? If it is not possible, there are a good 
many who will think democracy is a barbarian invasion, worse 
than that of the Gotha and Vandals. Some of ns, however, 
do heUeve and hope that, as in that older invasion the bar- 
barian was gradually conquered by the cimlitas he at first 
despised and hated, ‘ so in the new society which will grow up, 
as the harriers of caste are broken through by the peaceful 
weapons of education and legislation, the new inheritors of an 
old civilisation will glory in the citizenship to which they are 
admitted, and in treasures of thought and knowledge and 
art to which all who choose may have access, along with 
sufficient leisure in which to use their opportunities ; nor will 
the aristocrat and the hourgeoia go without their due meed of 
praise for having attained and kept alive among themselves 
ideals of culture, and for supplying from among their own 

' Of, the passage from Oroaius, Riai., VII. 4B, quoted by Mr, Hodgkin in 
bis Hieodoric, p. 4. Orosius tells bow Ataulfns, brotber-in-law andsac- 
oessor of Alaric, the first capturer of Borne, “ was intimate with a certain 
citizen of Narbonne, a grave, wise, and religious person, who bad served 
with distinction under Theodosius, and often remarked to him that in 
the first ardour of bis youth be bad longed to obliterate the Bomau name 
and turn all the Boman lands into an Bmpire which should be, and 
should be called, the Bmpire of the Gtotbs, so that what used to be known 
as Bomauia should now be Gothia, and that he, Ataulfns, should be in 
the world what Ceesar Anguetue bad been. But now that be bad proved 
by long experience that the Goths, ou account of their unbridled barbar- 
ism, could not be induced to obey the lews, and yet that, on the other 
hand, there must be laws, since without them the Conuuonwaaltb would 
cease to be a Commonwealth, be bad oboseu, for bis part at any rate, 
idiat be would seek the glory of rmiewing and increasing the Boman 
name by the arms of bis Gothic followers, and would be remembered by 
posterity aethe restorer of Borne, since he could uoi> be its changer*” 
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members the very leaders and spokesmen of democracy in iis 
attack on a civilisation whiob seems evil, not because there is 
too much of it, but because it is accessible to too small a portion 
of mankind. 

^ As to the burden of civilised Kfo on those who do now share 
its advantages, is not that largely due to the barbaric or patri- 
archal fashion in which we still manage things? We are 
only “ citizens ” in a small fraction of ourselves ; for the rest, 
we try, if we can, in our separate households to keep up a 
museum or an art gallery of an inferior kind. What bar- 
barians we may seem some day — every household doing its 
own cookery! Older generations of housewives would have 
been as much horrified at sending their clothes to a public 
laundiy, or at getting their bread from a baker, as their suc- 
cessors are at the idea of public kitchens. Those who boast 
themselves most sturdily “ individualists ” are generally those 
whose social ideal is most completely of the patriarchal type. 
“ The Englishman’s house is his castle ” — an ideal borrowed 
from the barbaric isolation of the household of the robber 
baron. The tent of the Arab sheikh, the cave of the Cyclops, 
the den of the wild beast with its mate and its cubs — these 
are the ideals that are preferred to the life of the Athenian 
citizen.^ If the householder has to be king, high priost, 
finance minister, foreign secretary, minister of war, besides 
earning his income, i,e. being his own general, waging war 
on rival potentates, while his consort is at the same time 
C[ueen, minister of the interior, diplomatist, master of the 
ceremonies, minister of fine art, minister of education, be- 
sides being mother of some of her subjects, nurse of some of 
them, and foreman in a domestic factory, no wonder that 
little time and energy remain over for them to “ possess their 
souls hefiire they die.” Yet does not such a description answer 
fairly well to the model British well-to-do professional or 
business man, and the model British matron ? To shake off 
the burden of things upon us, we may, of course, lower our 
standard of living in the intellectual,® and not merely in the 
economic sense j but a more systematic division of labour and 

^ lie Play eonscionsly and deliberately finds his ideal society among 
some of the pastoral peoples of Central Asia. (Ii’JicoZe de la paisa Sociale, 
pp. 20 seq.) 

* "Wo need a word to correspond to the German geistig. 



64 ROUSSEAU AND ROUSSEAUISM [ch. m 

a mors complete orgaaisatioii would be a solution that would 
involve loss saonfico of the higher goods of life. 

True, the physical basis is primary. More and more we 
discover, often too late, how much happiness and usefulness 
depend on health and vigour. Man must not be content to be 
a fine animal alone ; but of all tools a well-equipped body is 
the least dispensable. So far, all moralists and social reformers 
would nowadays agree with the cult of “the friendly and 
flowing savage ” (I do not the least know what that second 
epithet means : I wonder if Walt Whitman knew). We have 
shaken off, in words at least, that contempt for the vile body 
which has been the worst legacy of Oriental and ecclesiastical 
asceticism. But for that deterioration which is due to the 
shelter of civilisation and the consequent partial cessation of 
natural selection, is the only remedy to be found in a return to 
the savage state, i.e, to the unchecked play of the coarse and 
cruel aotiou of the struggle for existence ? Of course, nothing 
is to be said against, and everything for, an occasional playing 
at savages by way of a good holiday — weather permitting. 
The passion for bunting among our wolHo-do “ barbarians,*' as 
Matthew Arnold called them, is a perverted form of a healthy 
instinct. The serious direct struggle of the savage with 
nature is imitated in play as the relaxation of oivihsed life. 
By aU means let us have a crusade against unhealthy, incon- 
venient, and ugly clothing, let us prohibit starch (physical 
and social), let us set up a guillotine, not for heads, but for top- 
hats ; but let our revolutionary tribunal be occupied, not by a 
carelessly modelled figure of Nature, but by those produots of 
civilisation, men of soienoe and artists. Instead of decrying 
the modern science of medicine, would it not be wiser to turn 
its practitioners into an “ established church ’* with the primary 
duty of preoeniing illness, with compulsory sanitary laws to 
back them up, and with power to prohibit the parentage of the 
unfit? Either natural otratioml artificial selection must be 
at work — at present there is a great deal of irrational artificial 
selection— or else a race must deteriorate under civilisation. It 
is woH that people should be compelled to face these alterna- 
tives ; and the assailants of civilisation deserve our gratitude 
for forcing the problem on reluctant minds. But when these 
“ advanced thinkers ” devote so much of thar energy to abus- 
ing the very sciences to which tye nuust look for aid, when in 
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the name of Nature they vilify iho pationl rcsenj dies of I ho 
bacteriologist, and, as anti-vivisoctioiiists, aiiii-vaccmationists, 
and anti-everything-that-is-sciontific, give literary connte- 
nanoe to the suspicion with which the superstitious and the 
ignorant have always regarded science, they make one dread 
that the remedy is still far off, and that Plato for a long time 
to come will be called a foolish dreamer for thinking that the 
wise should rule. 

Anarchists are of thioe kinds. First of all, there is the old- 
fashioned Radical who repeats the revolutionary creed of 1789 
in changed times, to whom an association called a government 
is an object of suspicion, whilst an association called a joint- 
stock company is an object of admiration. This old-fashioned 
Radical does not think himself a survival, but imagines that 
ha has the verdict of the newest science on his side. He 
would abohsh legislation, but would leave the judicial func- 
tions of government to enforce what he calls natural rights, 
but what are really the legal and customary rights resulting 
from ancient legislation or want of legislation. He professes 
to give every one a fair start, but does not notice that the 
runners are unequally weighted. He calls him&elf an indi- 
vidualist, and is only a half-hearted Anarchist. His anarchy is 
anarchy based on the existing economic structure of society. 
Ho believes in Nature, hut forgets that it is a Nature that has 
been operating for ages among human beings. Nature to biTn 
really means human society under a completely triumphant 
“ Mamohesler School.” He would contribute to the ameliora- 
tion of the species by abolishing aU sanitary legislation, hut 
would perhaps leave the tender-hearted private philanthropist 
a free hand in encouraging the propagation of beggars in order 
to give scope to his altruistic sentiments. 

Secondly, there is the thorough-going Anarchist, who does not 
consider government a necessary evil, but an evil altogether. 
He is produced, as might be expected, most easily in Russia. 
Outside Russia he is a much more amiable person ^.'ba.u those 
who belong to the first species ; he has an intense belief in the 
natural goodness of man, combined with an equally intense 
belief in the badness of all the institutions that man has ever 
produced. He often calls himself a Socialist. He is a Oynio 
without cynicism. "While the first type has very little rever- 
ence for the past, this milder type has a great love for some 

S.iU ft. 
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•past age, provided it "be sufficiently remote ; and while in his 
own age he can only see darkness, he ignores everything but 
the bright side ^ his chosen period. He would make us all 
healthy, happy, and wise, by reverting to the life of savages, 
forgetful that the old cycle would be sure to repeat itself, and 
that our own evil “ civilisation period ” would either be for- 
gotten altogether, or would only be remembered in an idealised 
form, just as he thinks of the Iroquois, or the Athenian, or the 
medisBval Englishman, without recalling the dark shadows in 
the picture. 

Lastly, there is a species of criminal, either a reversion to 
the savage type, or produced by the cruelty of half-civilisa- 
tion acting on a sensitive or unbalanced nature. He borrows 
the language of the previous tjrpe, with whom he is apt to be 
confused by the careless. To one branch of science only he 
is not hostile, and that is the chemistry of explosives. He 
makes war on society by killing and maiming at random. He 
is perhaps able to die like a martyr, or a hero of melodrama, 
but is probably half insane. Such unfortunate and dangerous 
beings have existed at all times. In some communities and in 
some periods they would be religious fanatics. In modern 
Europe and North America they call themselves Anarchists, 
and sometimes obtain mistaken sympathy from Anarchists 
of the harmless sort, and from other sentimental persons. 
Assassins who risk their own lives to kill a tyrant, or a 
strongly guarded person whom they sincerely believe to be a 
tyrant, and therefore a noxious kind of beast, may occasionally 
command our respect, and in some extreme cases our admira- 
tion ; but the dynamiter deserves nothing but a fair trial and 
a quick death, or permanent detention in a lunatic asylum. 

La all its forms Anarchism is an example of what Hegd calls 
“abstract thinking,” that is to say, the habit necessary in 
ordinary conversation, and encouraged by the unavoidable 
limitations of language, of regarding one aspect of a subject to 
the exclusion of all the others, the habit of taking up a formula 
which may be true enough in its context, isolating it from the 
surroundings which made it valuable, and carrying it out re- 
gardless of consequences. In its extremest shape “abstract 
thinking ” is monomania, which may often take a criminal 
form. In its more familiar aapeote, it is that narrow, one-sided 
logic which produces religious or social bigotry — a character- 
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istic wHich. the most wildly heterodox may share with the most 
rigidly conventional, “ FaddisLa ” aro abstract thinkers, and 
so are all those whose acceptance of formulas iJ not tempered 
by a genial disposition or by a sense of humour — the only safe 
substitute for a sound system of metaphysics. Shelley’s 
“ Notes ” to Quern Mob are an exposition, in very temperate 
language on the whole, of Anarchism of the kind which I 
placed second. They preach “ the return to Nature ” precisely 
in the Anarchist sense. Abstract thinking is apt to extend 
itself from one matter into another. In a disciple of Shelley’s 
“principles” may be found another very good example of 
“ abstract thinking.” Mr. H. S. Salt ^ thinks that to admire 
Shelley’s poetry, while apologising for his “ social heresies,” 
is an untenable position. This is a terrible dootrino : may we 
not eat flesh and yet admire the “ Ode to the Skylark,” or the 
“ Ode to the West Wind,” or “ Adonais ” ? A small portion of 
“ Queen Mab” is perhaps the only part of Shelley’s verse that for 
its thorough appreciation needs an acceptance of the “ central 
underlying convictions ” of the poet respecting the necessity 
of abstinence from animal food, etc. Certainly a person who 
abhors the mere suggestion of any alteration in the structure 
of society will find a good deal to offend him in Shelley, and 
may prefer a “ safer ” poet ; but how little of what is best and 
grandest in hterary art depends for our enjoyment of it on the 
social theories of the writer ? ® Why, even if we turn to works 
professedly controversial (which the best poetry never is), may 
only Anglicans admire Hooker and Jeremy Taylor, may only 
Roman Catholics admire Pascal and Bossuet — and not both 
together, may only Baptists admire Bunyan ? Must we accept 
“ the central underlying convictions ” of Newman or of Carlyle 

^ Shelley's Frineiples, p. 14. 

* The principle, or “ cant," of “ art for art’s sate " is likewise a result 
of *' abstract thinking it involves an abstract use of the distinction be- 
tween style and matter, between treatment and subject. But we must 
not ignore the unequal development of even the greatest of mortals. An 
exquisite stylist may be a somewhat superficial thinker—at least on some 
matters, and a master of psychologioal analysis, or a teacher of most ex- 
cellent and necessary dooteine, may fall into terrible dnlnass, obscurity, or 
cacophony. It is said that Tennyson once said of Browning : “ He is a 
great poet, but he does not understand the glory of words,”— a consider- 
able qualification in speaking of a poet. Shelley did understand ” the 
glory of words ” ; but that is not in itself a sufficient ground for setting 
him up as an infallible authority in ethics or politics. 
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to take delight in them as writers ? Thank the Mnsos, in the 
Catholic temple of Art the voice of controversy is hushed, and 
the disputants ^tand side by aide in their niches, as their books 
may stand side by side on our shelves, and as their dust may 
rest reconciled in the peace of the grave. 

But to return to “ nature ” — mean to the uses of the term — 
— ^the Rousseauist antithesis between nature and man is a 
typical example of “ abstract thinking.” "When Cowper says, 
“ God made the country and man made the town ” ^ (substitut- 
ing “ God ” for Nature, in deierence to his own orthodoxy), he 
utters what quite repiesents the usual frame of mind of those 
who preach the “ return to nature,” but what contains at once 
very curious theology and very curious history. If man made 
the town, who then made man? Man, acting under the 
stimulus of wants and impulses implanted in him by “ nature,” 
has manipulated some of the material with which “ nature ” has 
supplied him, and a town hideous or beautiful, healthy or un- 
healthy, is the result. And what of the country ? Man, it is true, 
has written no furrows on the ocean’s brow, he has left no foot- 
prints on the eternal snows ; but what else in “nature” has man 
not affected, directly or indirectly ? What was “ the country ” 
of which Cowper thought ? English hedgerows, pollard willows, 
waving corn-fields. Has not man made these in almost the same 
sense as that in which he makes a great cathedral, when he 
lifts “ out of the populous city, grey cliffs of lonely stone into 
the midst of sailing birds and silent air ” ? ® The difference is 
one of degree only. These “ English elms ” own their Italian 
origin — was it the Romans who brought them first ? — by their 
seeds seldom ripening under our colder skies. Not only the 
fauna and flora, but the very climate of a country is affected by 
the action of man ; the rainfall is increased or diminished by 
planti-ng or by cutting down forests. Mr. Carpenter recognises 
this in order to take a fresh opportunity of blaming man. “Our 
climate is greatly of our own creation. . . . It is we wbo 
have covered the lands with a pall of smoke, and are walking 
to our own funerals under it ! ” ■* Yet the ohmate of Britain was 
probably damper even than now^ before marshes were drained 
and forests out down, Tacitus tells us that “ the sky is filthy 

‘ Ths Task near tbe end of “ Olhe Sofa.” 

* Buskin, Seem Lamps of Arohitedure (“ Tlie Lamp of Power,”). 

* CioUisaHont its Cams its Qure, p, S7> 
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with frequent showers and fogs.” ^ Birmingham and Man- 
chester can hardly he blamed for that. Adapting Oowper’s 
lines, we should have to say, “ Gt-od made the fogj^man diminished 
it, and then made what was left dirty and deadly.” But why, 
it may be asked, in this apportioning of blame, did not Nature 
provide us with only smokeless coal ? Why should New York 
be blessed above Liverpool ? 

When people appeal to “ Nature,” they appeal arbitrarily to 
what they happen to like or approve. Shelley, quoted by Mr. 
Salt, admonishes us to live “ like the beasts of the forest, and the 
birds of the air ” ; ® but which beasts and birds ? We should 
hardly become mild vegetarians by imitating lions and eagles. 
As a rule, animal-lovers take their notions of animals largely 
from dogs; but the dog, as he exists among us now, is almost 
entirely an artificial animal. He has been selected for countless 
generations for the sake of diverse qualities which happened to 
be useful or agreeable to man. He is a parasite of human 
society. The cat is leas popular simply because she is still to a 
great extent in “ a state of nature ” ; she is a truer disciple of 
Jean Jacques. 

How many of the plants on which the advocate of natural 
diet would have us subsist in this chilly climate are them- 
selves “natural”? Wheat, barley, oats, cabbage, turnips, 
peas, beans, apples and pears (except the little-eaten wild 
apple) — need not prolong the list — are any of these in their 
“natural” condition ? All are due to artificial selection ; they 
have been tampered with by man for his own convenience. If 
we “ return to nature,” how can we permit such violations of 
nature as grafting, os pruning, and the transference of plants 
out of their “ natural ” habitat ? 

When Nature is contrasted with man, it is not fair to single 
out all that we happen to like on the one side and aU that we 
happen to dislike on the other. Man’s action on nature has 
been twofold. If he has created the horrors of the “ black 
country,” he must also get the credit of having turned wilder- 
nesses into gardens, and pestilential marshes into fertile fields 
on other parts of the earth’s surface. The remedy for the evils 
of our oiviliBation is not a return to nature, but to use all our 
powet over nature and all our power over human nature to 

‘ Agrieola, 0 . 12 : “ Cmlum cretris imbribus et nebulis foBaum,” 

* I^Ucy's JPrinciptes, p. 6% 



70 JiOUSSEAU AND ROUSSEAUISM [ch. hi 

■make the world a better place to live in than we have found it. 
The Republic needs not chemists only, but all the sciences and 
all the arts and much more of them than have yet existed. 

There is no absolute gap between Nature and man. What 
is dumb and blind in the struggle of plant and animal gains a 
consciousness of its meaning and a voice to express its needs in 
human society. And it we look for traces of Divine benevo- 
lence in the world, wo shall find them less obscurely written in 
the records of human society than in the ceaseless warfare 
which has moulded the forms and the habits of organisms lower 
than man.^ The outlook would indeed be very hopeless for 
us, if the history of civilisation were all a movement away from 
the best life of which we are capable. It is certainly easiest to 
see the defects in what is nearest us ; but it is a very elemen- 
tary and childish form of criticism which sees only tho defects,® 
The good and sound elements are our only starting-point lor 
further progress. 

* To a friend who preferred the beauty of nature to the insides of 
churches, a pious monitor is said to havo remarked : “ The fields and 
the trees may tell you about the power of tho Creator; but wliatoanthey 
tell you of redeeming love ? ’’ There is an element of philosophical tiuih 
in this “ evangelical ” objeotion to the woi'bhip of mere nature, as if that 
were the only revelation of Deity. 

The philosopher-king, ITrederiok the Great of Prussia, has expressed 
this philosophical truth very well. “Man,” he says in answer to 
Holbaoh’s atheism, “is a reasonable being produced by nature. Nature 
[ineZudm^ man, of course], then, must bo infinitely more intelligent than 
he," Similarly his friend Voltaire ; “ To produce without intoUigence 
entities which possess it! Ts that conceivable ? " (quoted by Mr. P, 
Eepinasse in his Lffe 0 / Voltaire, London, 1892, p, 172), The argument, 
however, becomes much stronger if we take account of all man’s 
“spiritual nature," as well as hia intelligence. I may refer to what I 
have said in Darwin and Hegel, p. 178. 

® Cf. Hegtij'Frer’Ae, VIIT.p.323 {PhtlosopMedes Be&Ms, §268). “Pault- 
finding is easy ; what is haid is to recognise the good and the inner 
necessity in a thing ' A little learning ’ always begins with fault-find- 
ing: completed culture sees in everything the positive (really valid) 
element." I have paraphrased, rather than translated literally. 



CHAPTER IV 

DE DIVISIONIl NATDIUBI 

Ie this chapter I do not propose to attempt to construct a 
philosophical system, as the title might suggest, borrowed as it 
is from the great work of the light of the dark ages, Joannes 
Sootus or Erigena — John the Irish Soot. M. Littrd in his 
dictionary arranges the meanings of the French word Nature 
under twenty-nine heads,^ I shall only try to group together 
for convenience the principal usages of the word which concern 
us in political science. What is said here will therefore be 
to some extent recapitulation of some parts of the preceding 
chapters. 

I. First of aB, there is that use of the term “Nature” in which 
it stands for the totality of what exists, for the whole rmiverse. 
Within this general meaning there are distinotions of funda- 
mental importance for philosophy and theology; but with 
most of these we are not here directly concerned. Thus we 
may distinguish between (a) Nature as a principle underlying 
and explaining (if or so far as it is possible for us to know it) all 
the particular phenomena of space and time, and (6) Nature as 
meaning simply the sum or series of these particular phenomena. 
This is the distinction which in scholastic phraseology is known 
as that between (a) Natura mfurans and (6) Natura 'oaturata 
We may indeed speak of “Nature doing this or that,” per- 
sonifying and unifying the forces of the universe, without 
intending to commit ourselves to any definite theory as to the 
ultimate explanation of things; but whenever we speak of 
Nature in such a way, we are more or less consciously speaking 
of Natura mturans, of Nature as dynamic, as operating and 
operating for definite purposes, however much we may qualify 
our personification by warning others and ourselves that our 
language is metaphorical. When we speak of Nature as simply 

’^Itshoiildbeiioted, however, thee such uses as C6teUette nature are 
oonnted separately. 
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a collection of objects, in "wliose presence we find ourselves and 
whicli form tli© materials for scientific inquiry as to how they 
stand related io one another, we are speaking of Natura 
Tiatumta, 

Natuva naturam may be identified, as in Spinoza’s philosophy, 
with Q-od ; or G-od may be conceived of as transcendent, but 
not immanent, *.e, as distinct from NcUura naturans (the con- 
ception of much popular theism), or as both immanent and 
transcendent, i.e. identical with Natura naturans, and yet 
having a kind of existence over and above what can be ex- 
pressed and understood by such identification (a conception at 
once more philosophical, and more orthodox) ; or the term God 
may be expressly avoided, because of its associations with 
particular religions and dogmatic theologies, and Natura natu- 
rans may be called the Unknown, or even (dogmatically) the 
Unknowable, and otherwise allowed only as a sometimes 
convenient metaphor,^ 

When we speak of the “ laws of nature,’’ we are thinking of 
Natura naturalu as produced by Natura naturans. However care- 
ful a scientific man may be to explain that by “laws of Nature” 

* “ Nature is divided by Sootus Erigena into four kinds (1) The 
Nature creating and not created, viz. God as the source of all being; (2) 
that creating and created, viz. the primordial causes or Platonic Ideas, 
constituting the intelligible world; (3) that created and not creating, 
viz. the effects of these causes, constituting the sensible world of be- 
coming, time and space ; (4) that neither creating nor created, viz. Clod 
considered as the supreme and unchangeable unity into which all things 
return.” I quote this abstract of He Dioisione Nature^ i. or ii. 1, from 
a very lucid and interesting paper on that little-known hook by Mr. 
Clement 0. J. "Webb, in tbe Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society, Vol. 
H. No. 1, Pt. ii. p, 125. Obviously (3) in this list is identical with Natura 
naturata, as just explained. (1) and (2) are identical with Natura 
naturans, though they make a disiinction, which is very oommonly 
recognised, between God as the ulUiuate “ first cause ” and the “ laws 
of nature” (or "thoughts of God," as Kepler called them) by wMoh Hie 
workst In (4) the conception is one not so familiar to popular Christian 
theobgy; it is the Aristotelian conception of God as the “final cause” 
of the process of the universe, form apart from all matter, which "moves 
all things not as an efdeient caime, but as the object of desire.” Erigena, 
in. Neo-Platonic fashion, represents God in this sense (f.e. not as the 
Creator, hat as God the Father, iis. God as He is in His own essence) as 
" the One ” of which we can as truly deny as assert auy predicate. Here 
is a meating-pcint, which may to some ha nnexpeoted, between mediesval 
and that, Kantian criticism, from which latter-day " agnosti- 
oism is dssoMid^d without always being aware of its parentage. 
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he means only “ generalisations as to what does as a matter oil 
fact happen ” (or, more properly, “ statements of what, under 
certain conditions, would happen ” ; for mere generalisations as 
to what does happen are “ empirical laws” in distinction Irom 
“ laws of nature " m which some causation, z.e. necessary or in- 
variflWe connection, is asserted) — ^however careful a scientific 
man may he to de-personalise his conception, he is very apt, 
and his hearers and echoes are certain, to think of “laws” as if 
they were commands issued by a superior to an obedient set of 
subjects. Hence people see no inherent absurdity in talking 
about “ interferences with the laws of nature ” — whether they 
picture the sovereign of the universe, on grave emergencies, 
issuing special “ orders,” dispensing some portion of his sub- 
jects from their habitual obedience, or whether they imagine 
human beings acting in such a way as to violate the commands 
which Nature has imposed on them. That is to say, in ordi- 
nary metaphorical or picture-thinking, the laws of nature may 
be imaged, either as general commands imposed on natura 
naturata, or as general commands imposed by nutum natu/rms. 
I need not here enter into the question of the proper definition 
of “ law ” in its political or legal sense. Admitting that the 
primary and historically essential element in “ law ” is not 
command hut custom, it still remains true that all human laws 
may be regarded as commands of a political superior (in the 
fashion which almost all EngHsh jurists have adopted from 
Bentham and Austin), and that even as generally observed 
customs they differ essentially from laws of nature, A human 
law states what is expected to be done, or what is usually 
done ; but the expectation may not be realised, the custom may 
be broken through. Iiaws of nature are, in the strictest sense, 
inviolable, i.e, there is no meaning in talking of violating them. 
When a law of nature appears to be violated, this only shows 
that it has not been correctly stated. If the conditions are 
altered, the effect must be different. When people speak of 
breaking laws of nature, they mean breaking some maxim of 
health, prudence, etc., baaed upon, or supposed to be based 
upon, a knowledge of the way in which nature works. To the 
mischief caused by this confusion between laws of nature aud 
human laws, I have already referred. The phrase “ economic 
lews,” when used strioUy, implies that eoonomio facts are being 
studied by the help of the conceptions applicable to all phe- 
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nomena ia space and time ; the phrase “ economic laws ” im- 
plies the assampfcion, necessary in all the sciences, that, given 
the like cause, ^ the like effect follow (does immalily 
follow — they come to the same thing ; the word “ invariable ” 
is only a device by which the empiricist conceals from himself 
the element of necessity involved in causal connection). But 
because the subject-matter of economic science is human 
society regarded in certain aspects, the confusion is fatally 
easy which permits even careful writers to speak of “vio- 
lating economic laws," “attempting to over-ride laws of 
Nature by acts of Parliament,” etc. 

n. Secondly, within “ Nature,” in this widest sense, which 
includes all human life and conduct, and all the works of man, 
we are very commonly accustomed to make the distinction 
between (1) what man does and (2) what exists, or is thought 
to exist (for here the difference is not always recognised) in- 
dependently of, and apart from, what man does. We call the 
former set of phenomena “ human,” “ social,” or “ artificial," 
and the latter alone, in antithesis to them, “ natural.” 

in. Thirdly, olosdy connected with this last use of “ Nature " 
is a uso of it which extends into the human sphere. By the 
“ natural ” may he meant what is “ original ” as opposed to 
what is “ acquired ” afterwards, as the result eitlier of agencies, 
conscious or unconscious, external to the organism or thing 
affected, or of some effort made voluntarily or spontaneously 
by the organism itseff Thus we distinguish a man’s 
“natural ’’from bis “acquired” powers; his “ natural ’’ ten- 
dencies from the character he has acquired owing to his own 
conduct and the environment in which he has been placed. 
When, however, we speak of a “natural” manner as op- 
posed to an affected manner, the meaning of natural is a little 
different; for human beings can hardly be said to start with or 
to inherit manners, though they may inherit tendencies, such 
as a self-assertive or a yielding temperament, a capacity or in- 
capacity for imitation, etc., which may make certain manners 
more easily acquired than others. By natural manners we 
mean manners which do not suggest effort or self-conscious- 
ness, so that in such a phrase there is more of the contrast 
between natural and artificial (the second sense of Nature) 
than of the contrast between original and acquired j but the 
notions of artiifioiality and acquisition run into one another, 
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and so also do tho Wo meanings of “ natural.” Such a phrase,* 
however, as “ natural manners ” suggests, further, the idea of 
rightness or fitness. They are what the person using the 
phrase considers the proper kind of manners to have ; and on 
the q^uestion of what exact degree of artificiality is allowable 
and right, and what exactly is artificiality, people would differ 
very much. So here we get an element, at least, of what I 
should distinguish as a foui'th sense of the term “ Nature ” — 
(IV.) the sense in which “Nature” represents our ideal of 
what ought to be, whether it actually exists as a fact or not. 
“ Natural " is often equivalent to “ normal ” ; and normal 
contains both the notion of generally happening, though not 
necessarily happening, and the notion of a standard or rule 
by which things are judged ^ in respect of quality or merit. 
In the previous three senses. Nature always means something 
that is ; in this sense it means what ought to be, but does not 
necessarily exist anywhere. Now it is in this fourth sense 
that Nature is properly and intelligibly used when a Law of 
Nature (Jus Naturdle or Lex Naiuralis) and Natural Eights are 
spoken of. And here, also, in the use of the term “ law ” we 
have passed from the scientific sense of generalisation, formula, 
statement of causal connection, etc., to the legal and ethical 
sense of the term, as command or expectation of some obser- 
vance. If the term “natural rights” were always confessedly 
used in this sense, and in this sense only, no objection could 
be taken to it, except that it was an ambiguous way of 
saying what might be less ambiguously expressed by a direct 
use of the term “ ought." But unfortunately the term 
“ natural rights ” is constantly used with a mixed connotation, 
derived partly in varying degrees from some one or more of 
the other senses of the term “Nature.” As we have seen, 
people are always apt to make a picture of their ideal as some 
golden age in the past, to think of a reform as renewing some 
old right ; ® and so the meaning of “ natural ” as ideal is mixed 
up with its meaning as “ original." Two faUaoies may thus 

1 The English word “ judgment " is ambiguous ; it may mean aifo^avo-is, 
emnetatio, or Kpia-is, judiciumi, Generally, excopt in logic, it means the 
latter (i.e. not simply assertion, but estimate of merit or value according 
to a standard) ; for this meaning its legal associations fit it. 

* “ Ernent das alte Eeoht," says Heine, speaking of the Holy Spirit^ in 
the famous poem on the Trinity in his Uarstreise, 
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arise. Either our historical notion of some period in the past 
is vitiated by idealisation of the facts, or the actual facts of 
the past are ta^en as of themselves determining "what ought 
to be done now. Farther, the notion of “ original ” overlaps 
with the notion of the not-human, i,e. that which is not, or 
is not thought of as being, due to human action. Thus we get 
Ulpiam basing the conception of jus nafurale on the conduct 
of all animals. In the way of thinking which I have called 
Rousseauism, we have a combination of the second and third 
meanings as determining the fourth. Finally, the use of 
Nature as equivalent to God (lo) gives an apparent sanctity 
to whatever can be described as “ according to nature.” The 
“ natural ” as the ideal may quite reasonably be represented 
as that which is in accordance with a divine purpose, natural 
rights described as bestowed on man by the Creator, and the 
law of nature either identified with the Divine will, or re« 
garded as some more or less complete manifestation of it. But 
the second and third senses of Nature are apt to gain an 
association of sanctity to which they have no necessary claim. 
The original, which may be the imperfect, or the sub>human, 
which, at the best, is only the incomplete manifestation of the 
Divine meaning, is apt to be appealed to as determining 
what ought to be. 

The meaning of Nature as the totality of phenomena in the 
universe, apart from any underlying principle or ultimate 
purpose, is less apt to cause ambiguity. Yet the mere appeal 
to fact as of itself settling a question of right may be regarded 
as a confusion of the meanings which I have marked Ib and IV 
respectively. The optimism which asserts the principle that 
“ whatever is, is right ” may be described as such a confusion, 
It assumes that we are able to estimate the worth of isolated 
phenomena without regard to their relation to the underlying 
principle or immanent reason of the universe, if we believe 
that there is such an immanent reason in things, as all except 
thoroughgoing pessimists or sceptics p-actiecdly do, whatever 
theories they may profess, whatever speculative doubts and 
difficulties they may feel. “ "Whatever is, is right ” is the 
false Way of putting the principle that “the real is the 
rational.” The “real" is not any and every particular phe- 
nomena; many phenomena turn out not to be realities (».«, 
not to have worth), but to be “ shama,” 
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Perhaps the four (or five) meanings of Nature that I have 
distinguished may be grouped more logioally and symmetri- 
cally as follows : Nature may be regarded ei^er (A) “ stati- 
cally," or (B) “ dynamically ” (I use these terms metaphorically, 
not, of course, in their strict sense in physics). We may look 
on it, that is to say, either as existing (without taking time or 
process into account) or as in process, moving to an end or 
purpose (assuming that there is a purpose). Under each 
division we may further mean either (a) the whole of Nature, 
or (/3) a part of it. “Dynamically,” the completed purpose 
will correspond to what statically is the whole (if the whole be 
looked at not merely as a collection of phenomena, but as the 
manifestation of one underlying principle). Thus we should 
distinguish : — 

A a. Nature as the whole universe. 

A jS. The non-human part of it. 

B a. The ideal (or completed purpose). 

B /3. The original (the incomplete). 

These divisions wiU correspond to the previous divisions as 
follows ; — 

A a=L a and 6. 

A^=n. 

B a=IV. 

B/S=ni. 

The original division seems to me to be more convenient, 
and I shall therefore retain it for purposes of reference. 

The shortness of this chapter wiH, I hope, be a compensation 
for its somewhat scholastic character. It will be obvious 
that the word “ ought,” to which I have reduced the fourth 
sense of “ natural,” stands very much in need of explanation. 
To this I must proceed through an analysis of the meaning of 
the term “ a right." 



CHAPTER V 

WHAT DETBSlimSS EIGHTS? 

\In coHsideriHg the meaning of the term “ right,” it is host to 
begin with the definition of right in its legal sense, A right 
generally is defined by Professor Holland as “ one man’s capa- 
city of influencing the acts of another, by means, not of his own 
strength, hut of the opinion or the force of society,” A “ legal 
right,” in. the strictest sense, is “ a capacity residing in one 
man of controlling with the assent and assistance of the 
Stale, the actions of others.”^ More briefly, though with 
somewhat leas precision, we might say that a legal right is the 
claim of an individual upon others, recognised by the State. 
A legal right need not necessarily have been created by the 
State (4.g. by statute) ; hut it must he such that the law ooucts 
will recognise it, and, in all orderly communities, the force of 
the State is at the back of all legal decisions^ It is obvious 
that there is no meaning in an individual’s right unless there 
are corresponding duties imposed on other individuals. On the 
other hand, the State itself otnnot be said, in the strict sense, 
to have legal duties, but only to have legal rights : there can- 
not he a law court before which the State in its sovereign ca^a&ty 
(the quahflcation is essential) can be summoned for redress. A 
“government” whose proceedings can come before the courts is 
thereby proved not to be the legal sovereign in that commu- 
nity. By “ legal sovereign ” I mean the body behind which 
the lawyer qa& lawyer does not go.® 

On the analogy of the definition of legal right, ^ moral right 
might be defined as “ a capacity residing in one man of com 
trofling the acts of another with, the assent and assistance, or 
at least without the opposition, of public opinion,” or as “ the 
. of-t^i ^dividnal others recognised by societ y, 

* Javispmdmee (Ed. 11,), pp, 61, 62, 

* 1 may lefe* to an essay on “ Sovereignty,” included in the voJvune 
eidled Ba/rwin eusd Beget, with oih$r BMlosophieal Studies, 
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irrespective of its recognition by the State.” t. Tlio only sane-, 
tion of a moral rigli¥as such is the approbation and disappro- 
bation of private persons. In some cases sucli ^auctions may 
be more binding and more dreaded than many legal penalties. 
The reUgioTis sanction forms, in the great majority of cases, 
one of the strongest elements in the sanction of a moral right ; 
but it is a sanction which, if not at the same time political 
or social, must be applied by the individual to himself. The 
difference between legal and moral rights mahes it obvious that 
moral rights cannot be so precisely determined as legal rights. 
Different sections of the society to which a person belongs and 
for whose opinion ha cares may hold different views as to 
various duties, and conseq^uently as to various rights. Conflict 
is therefore possible about mor^ as well as about legal rights ; 
but in the matter of moral rights there is no law court to 
which appeal can be made to pronounce a binding decision. 
In homogeneous societies (and that means, as a rule, in comparof 
tively primitive and simple societies) there will generally be 
very little difference of opinion about moral rights. Such 
homogeneous societies are the types of all primitive society, in 
which there is no distinction between custom and law, between 
moral and legal right. In societies wbioh are held together by 
a common religious belief, there is generally a court of appeal 
in matters of disputed moral rights and duties.l Eoman Catho- 
lics, above all, are able to “ consult approved theologians,” and 
although “ doctors differ,” they are able to get more out-and- 
dried and legal-looking answers on moral questions than any 
body of Protestants who profess to submit their authority, 
the Bible, to private interpretation. Still, any given seot of 
Protestants will as a rule be found to hold very much the same 
opinion on most questions of moral obligation. Whenever we 
have a very mixed and heterogeneous society, consisting of 
persons of different religious beliefs, of different stages of 
religious disbelief, and at very different grades of intellec- 
tual development, questions of moral obligation beoom© more 
difficult to decide; a greater responsibility is thrown on the 
individuals immeffiately affected. Is there a moral right to 
“ boycott ” non-unionists ? Have workmen on strike a moral 
right to use intimidation towards “ blaok-legs ” ? Has a man 
a moral right to marry a deceased wife’s sister, if he be the 
subject of a country where such a marriage is not yet recog^ 
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nwed by the law? In what eases and to what oxtont has nn 
indiviclnal a moral right, not merely to do what tho law of the 
land does not ■recognise, but to do what it positively forbids ? 
Public opinion may not only consist o£ varying elements, but 
it, may undergo change, A change in public opinion is not 
something formal and explicit, like a change in the law of the 
land, and hence we have a further difficulty in determining 
what are moral rights. 

To escape such difficulties people have appealed to the Law 
of Nature. If we knew clearly ^the natural rights of the indi- 
vidnal, we could deduce from them what are his moral rights, 
and what in a well-regulated community should he his legal 
rights j we should have a satisfactory system of practical ethics 
auda satisfactory theory of legislation. Natural rights are 
not identical with moral rights, because in many cases people 
have claimed that they had a natural right to do things that 
were not recognised either by the law of the land or by the 
prevalent public opinion' or by the conscience of the average 
individual.^ Natural rights, when alleged by the would-he 
reformer, mean those rights which in his opinion would ba 
recognised by the public opinion of such a society as he ad- 
mires, and would either be supported or at least would not 
be interfered with by its laws, if it had any laws ; they are 
the rights which he thinks ought to be recognised, i.e. they 
are the rights sanctioned by his ideal society, whatever that 
may he. Not all rights, however, of our ideal society are, in 
the strict sense, natural rights. The term “ natural rights ” is 
generally restricted to those of them which are conceived of 
as more fandamental than others, from which the others may 
be deduced, or to which the others are only auxUiary. Thus, 
moat of those who have held the theory of natural rights have 
not counted among them various political and civil rights, e.g, 
the right to have a vote for representatives in the Legislature 
(though this has frequently been olwmed as a natural right), the 
right to be elected, the right to sue in the courts, the right to 

^ Alleged natural rights may even he guaranteed hy the State when 
diey are refused by the prevalent public opinion of society or of large 
seelions of it, Thus liberty of opinion in the matter of religion h one of 
the most generally recognised “natural rights but the history of per- 
seculdon from the times of Jesus and ]^aul to the present day shows 
how puhHnopinionhas often been more intolerant of religious freedom 
than States 
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a apeedy trial if accused, the right to be tried by a jury of one’s, 
peers, etc. AU those would generally be regarded as merely 
means, and not necessarily the sole means, towards the attain- 
ment of the fundamental natural rights of liberty and security. 
It would generally be allowed that some degree of diversity of 
opinion might quite well exist as to the particular form which 
these secondary and derivative rights should take. "With re- 
gard to certain rights, notably the right of property, there is a 
marked divergency among different believers in natural rights, 
some giving it a prominent place in their list of natural rights, 
others denying that it is a natural right at all, or limiting the 
objects to which such right can apply, or restricting it in 
various ways, excluding at least some property rights from 
their law of nature. All such limitations of the meaning of 
natural rights are clearly connected with that tendency, of 
which 1 have already spoken, to regard the law of nature as 
something that has aJroady prevailed in some primitive stale 
of nature (to identify the natm-al with the original), and to 
oppose the “ natural ” to that which is clearly due to human 
institution (according to the distinctions laid down in last 
chapter, meaning IV. of “ nature ” is confused with meanings 
in. and U.). A primitive state of nature seems iucompatible 
with an elaborate set of political institutions, and with compli- 
cated laws and customs regarding inheritance, freedom of be- 
quest, eto. The law of nature, moreover (as with the Homan 
jurists), is something hehiud and independent of the variations 
of local usage: it is a universal code. Different communities 
may adopt different kinds of political, legal, and social 
machinery to give effect to it. Absolute uniformity is not 
required except in essentials. But what are these essentials ? 
There may be as much difficulty in getting the wished-for 
agreement among the doctors of the Law of Nature as among 
the doctors of the Ohuroh : and who shall decide as to who 
are the politically and socially orthodox ? What rights ought 
every society at the very least to guarantee to its members ? 
These, if we can agree upon them, will be our “natural 
Eights,” 

v^ow what determines this “ ought ” ? To this question 
three types of answers have been and still are given. They 
may he denoted by the words AiMhority, Natiroy V^ity. By 
“ Authority ” I mean here authority external to the ©f 

H. Si. 0. 
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fhe individual. Nature, as we have already seen,^ is thought of 
as something known by an inner voice, an internal authority. 
Utility is kno^n by Reason and Experieuco. 

(1) To base natural or fundamental rights on external autho- 
rity of any kind may seem to involve an obvious contradiction, 
because these natural rights are supposed to be the very cri- 
terion by which the worth of the external authority itself can 
be judged. If the end of government be the preservation of 
certain natural rights, we cannot let government itself deter- 
mine what these rights are. This was clear enough to the 
reflective framers of the American and French Declarations. 
But if we go back to the ordinary unreflecting opinion of 
mankind in comparatively primitive conditions, we shall find 
that those rights which people think they ought to have are 
just those rights which they have been accustomed to have, or 
which they have a tradition (whether true or false) of having 
once possessed. Rights arc claimed because sanctioned in the 
present or in the past by the authority of social recognition. 
Custom is primitive law, and custom determines primitive 
notions of obligation. But even in a reflective ago, the think- 
ing of the majority of persons remains of a primitive type ; and 
even people who have become sophisticated enough to distin- 
guish certain things as “ natural ” from certain others which 
are merely “ conventional,” will be found very often to mean 
by “ natural ” whatever has the sanction of the longest and 
the least broken custom, while what is well known to be of 
quite recent growth or is not very widely adopted can more 
easily he regarded as “conventional.” Thus to the average 
Ghceek slavery undoubtedly seemed a “ natural ” institution ; it 
was familiar to him, and he did not know of any civilised society 
without it. SimilaTly the average person in every country at 
the present day thinks the “ natural ” position of women to he 
the position which is assigned to them by the customs of the 
particular society to which he belongs. A Turk, a G-erman, 
an American, would give somewhat different accounts of this 
natural status. The “ natural ” in each case may perhaps be 
pitched a little above the average usage of the society in ques- 
tion ; it represents the expectations of the society, of which 
expectations fulfilment may indeed fall short. 

Where the customs or laws of a society are ascribed to the 
Gi alrove, Chap. II. pp. 86, 41, 42. 
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revealed will of the gods, these rights are expressly based on a 
definite authority; and, if the revelation is s^npposed to be 
through oracles, through saored writings, or through a parti- 
cular caste or class oi society, the authority is an external autho- 
rity. “ Natural law ” is, however, generally distinguished from 
the revealed will of God ; ^ yet the revealed will of God issonae- i 
times used as an argument to prove that something must be in 
accordance with or not contrary to natural law, and, on the 
other hand, natural law is sometimes appealed to as confirming 
the validity of an alleged revelation. According to those theo- 
logians and moralists who hold that right and wrong are de- 
pendent upon the arbitrary will of the Deity, so that, if he had 
so willed it, what is now right might have been wrong, and 
oice versd, there can be no meaning in natural law as distin- 
guished from the revealed will of Gbd. This combination of 
“ philosophic doubt,” with a passive acceptance of Scriptural 
or ecclesiastical authority, is a type of thinb'ng very congenial 
to a certain order of mind : it gratifies simultaneously the com- 
pletest scepticism in the powers of the human reason and the 
craving for absohxte certainty. To this type of thinking the 
theory of Hobbes presents considerable analogy, save that for 
the Church he substitutes the de facto government, ^((By 
“natural rights” Hohbes means simply those powers which 
an individual has apart from all human institutions ; so that 
natural rights are equivalent to natural mights.®J/!^n the state 
of nature, i.e. apart from the laws and customs of a definite 
political society, every one has a right to everything. The only 
sanction of such natural rights is force. Political society has 
its justification in the fact that it, and it alone, saves mankind 
from the miseries of a condition in which there is no security 
or peace ; that is the meaning of Hobbes’s version of the social 
contract theory, t^ith the exception of the natural right of 
every individual to preserve his own life, to retain which man- 
kind surrender all their other natural rights, all rights that a 
man has in the dvil state depend simply on the will of the 
sovereign perso^^or persons to whom he has handed over his 
natural rights.]^ The exception made by Hobbes in favour of 

^ divimm volnntarium of ftrotius and others. 

* “Nataral" is thus tiaed for what exists as a matter of fact apart from 
the interferonoo of bnman society. This is the sense of “ nature ” 1 have 
marked (U.) in Chap. 17 
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the right of self-preservation seems inconsistent, “ Skin for 
skin, yoa, all that a man hath will he give for his life.” True ; 
but many E^lishmen of Hobbes’s own time would have 
argued, and did practically argue : “ You take my life when 
you do take the means whereby I live ” j and others thought 
even life itself not worth having at the cost of depending on 
the arbitrary will of any human being for the right to worship 
Q-od according to their consciences. What absolute priority, 
it might reasonably be asked, has the right of preserving one’s 
life over the right of protecting one’s property and the right 
of following one’s conscience in matters of religion ? Hobbes, 
I fancy, means that the right of preserving one’s life is pri- 
mary, because without life everything else would be of no ac- 
count. But does it not depend largely on individual tempera- 
ment whether mere lifo at any cost is to be preferred to all the 
things that seem to make life worth living ? If this natural 
right is to remain intact in the civil state, why not others 
which are necessarily involved in it ? If those others are ez^ 
eluded, why not this also ? It would be a more logical theory 
to make even the right of preserving one’s lifo dependent on 
the will of the sovereign. As a matter of fact, it is so depen- 
dent, as much as any other right. What difference is there 
in principle between struggling with the executioner on the 
scaffold and struggling with the officer who at the first arrests 
me by order of the king ? And, on the other hand, what right 
on Hobbes’s theory has the government to do anything except 
such right as depends upon its force to do it, so that if any 
body of persons can succeed in obtaining the mastery, they 
have the same right to issue orders and make laws which the 
dispossessed government had, hut no longer has? All rights 
must depend on the will of the de facto government, and 
natural right means nothing except force. Spinoza eliminates 
the inconsistency from Hobbes’s theory, and preserves natural 
right “ safe and sound ” in the civil state.^ To the question of 
the relation between might and right I must return later on. 

Beatham, Austin, and most English jurists have accepted 
Hobbes’s account of rights in the civil state (“ natural ” rights 
being discarded altogether) as perfectly true of legal rights. 
But Hobbes himself (like his precursor, the sophist Thrasyma- 

^ Epistolay 60 (iu the arrangement of Van Yloten and iLand, as well as 
In tluat of Broder). 
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olius ') made uo disfcinotion between legal and moral rights ; 
and therefore remains as the most remarkable example of 
a philosopher basing obligation simply upon! the external 
authority of the State. In this “ sophistio ” theory, custom 
or usage becomes explicit as the mere arbitrary will of the 
sovereign. 

(2) "When traditional custom or constituted authority comes 
to be unsatisfactory to certain more reflective minds, there 
arises a discrepancy between it and what seem to be the 
natural instincts or feelings of the individual, a discrepancy 
between law and conscience ; and so, as we have seen, reformers 
try to go back to an authority more venerable than parlia- 
ments and kings ; more venerable even than immemorial 
usage: they “appeal from tyi-anny to Gtod," from the mere 
custom of the multitude to the feelings that Nature has im- 
planted in the breast of each of us. The unfortunate thing is 
that these instinctive feelings differ so much in different per- 
sons, A little reflection may show a discrepancy between out- 
ward law and inward sentiment ; but a littlo more reflection 
will show divergence between the sentiments of different per- 
sons, or at least between the sentiments of different classes of 
persons. The individual’s conscience is apt to be the mirror 
of the particular environment in which he has grown up ; and 
even his revolt against existing institutions bears traces of 
its unavoidable influence. We may strive to be as individual, 
as original, as “singular” in our judgments as possible; 
but we cannot escape much more easily from the network of 
our aooial inheritance than we can escape from the inberit- 
anoe of a particular physical and mental constitution, Plato’s 
ideal state is the Hellenic state he knew — ^idealised. Some 
of the materials are re-arranged, some latent principles are 
clearly seen and carried out to their logical consequences, 
“ Oonsoicnce,” says Professor Bain, “is an imitation within us 
of the government without us.” Hence it is no wonder that 
Oonscienoe should be spoken of, as it is by Butler, as if it were 
a king, with definite prerogatives secured by the constitution,® 

In Plato’s JJejsatlic, I. 

» Of. Sermon 11. “This prerogative, this natural supremacy of the 
faculty which surveys, approves, or disapproves of the several affartUrt-nff 
of our minds, eto.” “ To preside and govern, from the very economy and 
constatutiCn of man, belongs to it,” It is the leg^ theory of the iBrijaiTati 
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Yei there is this all-important difference between the appeal to 
law and oustoir'i and the appeal to conscience or natural feelings, 
that in the latter case the authority appealed to is an internal, 
not an external authority. The existing and the customary 
are being reflected upon and criticised, from the point of view 
of an ideal which has grown up or been created out of them. 
And the voice of G-od and Nature in the heart of every mortal 
is thought of as a universal revelation : it professes to mean, 
not what any chance person happens to feel, but what approves 
itself to calm, reflective reason, and what can be shown to be 
in accordance with the essential nature of things. The indi- 
vidual conscience, according to the straitest sect of the In- 
tuitionists, should be an infallible Pope in every man’s own 
breast ; but this infallible Pope is not in practice treated as 
infallible, any more than is the other, by those to whom his 
dogmas or decisions do not approve themselves. Even Catholic 
theologians are not always agreed, in practice, as to the exact 
point at which the infallibility comes in ; and with “ every 
man his own Pope,” the distinctions between certainty and 
error are even more difficult to draw. Practically we trust, 
not to every man’s conscience, but to the good man’s con- 
science — as Aristotle does,^ escaping thus the subjectivity of 
fibmo Tn&nsura. But who is the good man? We have only 
put the difficulty a stage farther hack. What, then, is meant 
by this further test of conformity to the essential nature of 
things ? Is not this appeal the self-refutation of Intuitionalist 
theories, and of all individudist or “ idio-psychological ” (to use 
Pr. Martineau’s phrase) theories of ethics ? It is an admission 
that we must determine right and wrong by reference to ex- 
perience, and not by the simple irresponsible dicta of an inner 
hght, which every man may claim to possess as well as every 
other man. Natural rights, then, will not be what any chance 
person may happen to claim as suiting his private notions of 
what he ought to have. If the thief justifies himself on the 
ground that “ One must live,” it is always possible for anyone, 
'who is hacked by sufficient physical force, to answer, “I do not 
see the necessity.” Now such a retort is not the appeal from 
one egotism to another : it is the appeal from individual self- 

Constita.tio& — xathor than the poliiioal facts as they were coming to he-^ 
to ■whlcih Butler’s theory of Oonsoienoe corresponds. 

' *‘m m. 4, § B. oi vi. u, § e $ is, § e. 
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assertion, to the self-assertion of a society of individuals. And, 
he it observed, the genuine antique type of brigand or pirate, 
as distinct from his survivals — his burglars and pioh-poclcets 
of a civilised society — has such a social sanction to fall back 
upon. 

In the chaos of conflicting individual impulses, instincts, 
desires, and interests, we can find no stable criterion. We must 
go beyond them to the essential nature of things. But what 
part of the nature of things is here relevant ? Is it not simply 
— human society ? If there are certain mutual claims which 
cannot be ignored without detriment to the well-being and, 
in the last resort, to the very being of a community, these 
claims may in an intelligible sense be called fundamental or 
natural rights. They represent the minimum of security and 
advantage which a community must guarantee to its members 
at the risk of going to pieces, if it does not with some degree 
of efliciency maintain them. 

But in this interpretation of Nature we are appealing from 
mere feelings to reason : conflicting claims can (in theory, at 
least) come before a court in whioh their validity can be 
judicially and impartially examined by the standard of the 
general welfare. So that the details of a professedly Intui- 
tionalist ethical code are filled up on Utilitarian principles. 

The principle of Utility was expressly advocated by Bontham 
and Mill in opposition both ( 1 ) to the mere following of custom 
or external authority, and (2) to the arbitrairy appeal to the 
voice of nature speaking in the human breast — an appeal 
whioh can he made in support of abuses, as well as in support 
of the revolt against them. In opposition to both Authority 
and the Law of Nature, Bentham, following Beooaria, sets up 
“the greatest happiness of the greatest number,” as our 
criterion by whioh to judge of what ought to be. But the 
Utilitarian theory is apt to provoke antagonism and revolt 
almost more than the principle of external authority, for it has 
not in the same way rooted ilaelf in unrefleotive sentiment, 
and feelings will outlive the reasonings that are supposed to 
have killed them, And thus from Eou&seau's time down- 
wards the appeal to Nature is made as much against the 
Utilitarian Eationalist as it is made against the advocates of 
authoritative law and dogma.’' The duel becomes triangular ; 

‘ A certain person, resisting the pressure of a Mbulous friend who was 
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Dogmatist (o.* Legalist), Seatimeatalist and Kationalisl do not 
’balongin life do separate epociis, as they miglit in the pages 
of a history or thought ; all three are living and oonteuding 
among ourselves. Between them who is to decide ? 

The Law of Nature, if it really represented “ the consent of 
the human race,” would serve to settle controversies ; on the 
whole it has helped to promote them. An illustration of the 
difficulty in interpreting the voice of nature, and of the way 
in which the ease comes to be transferred from tho court of 
nature to some other court, may conveniently be taken from 
the opinions about marriage which have been held by different 
schools of beUevoTs in natural law. The Roman jurist, Ulpian, 
as we saw, took this very matter of the union of the sexes as 
one of his illustrations of jm natumle, so that we might 
reasonably expect a fair consensus of opinion on the natural 
rights involved. If, however, following TJlpiau’s guidance, we 
were to refer to the usages of all animals, I fear we should 
find a very conflicting set of precedents for man to follow. 
Both monogamy and polygamy are sanctioned by the usages 
of mammals and birds, though perhaps the consenms awum 
may be allowed to oondemn the polyandrio practices of the 
wicked cuckoo. But even when we may use the term “ mono- 
gamy ” of animola, it must he remembered that most unions 
of animals are temporary, and, as a rule, terminate at the 
latest when the young are independent of their parents’ 
care. 

As representing soholastio theology on the subject, I shall 
take the opinion of the Jesuit Father Eickahy, au able modern 
exponent of Thomas Aq[ainas. lu his exposition of Natural 
Law, he lays down that “by nature” polyandry is excluded 
altogether, because (1) the absence of definite fatWhood inter- 
fetes with the good rearing of the offepring, and (2) if the 
mother has as many “ heads ” over her as husbands, there will 
he confixsionj if she is head, there is “a perversion of the 
natural order of predominance between the sexes.” “ Against 
polygamy,” he continues, “ the case in natural law is not quite 
so. strong as against polyandry. Still, it is^ a strong case 
enjiligh in the mterast of the wife,” The relation between the 

urginu; another glass upon Hm, was met by the argntaent, Tou’re 
lettdng jrow judgment get the better of you.” Glhis is the appeal from 
iBeaaan to inai^ot, from Utllitarlsnisni to omotloual Intuitionalism. 
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sexos should be a relation of equality, so far as 'Imutua] faith 
is concerned. This limits the natural pre-em'Inenoe of the 
husband.^ The polygamy of the Old Testament aamts is, 
however, an obvious difBloulty to a Catholic morahst. The 
view “ that polygamy is not against the natural law, but only 
against the positive divine law, which was derogated from in 
tb^is instance,” is rejected by Father Eickaby, as is also a 
second theory, that Q-od gave the patriarchs a dispensation, 
strictly so called, from this point of natural law. “ A third 
explanation would be founded on the words of St. Paul to the 
Athenians (Acts xvii. 30) about ‘ Grod overlooking the times 
of this Ignorance.’ This would suppose that mankind, begin- 
ning in monogamy [Adam had not much opportunity of 
beginning with anything else], from passion and ignorance, 
lapsed quickly into polygamy; that the patriarchs in good 
faith conformed to the practice of their time, and that Q-od, in 
their case, as -with the rest of mankind, awaited His own 
destined hour for the light of better knowledge to break upon 
the earth. Whether, meanwhile, by some darkly intelligible 
stretch of His power He legitimised their unions, who can tell ? 
A fourth explanation suggests a mode by which this logitimi- 
sation may have taken place. Q-od, by His supreme dominion, 
can dissolve any marriage. By the same dominative power He 
can infringe and partially make void any marriage contract, 
without entirely undoing it. The marriage contract, existing 
in its fulness and integrity, is a bar to any second similar 
contract, as we have proved. But what, in this theory, the 
Lord Qod did with the marriages of the patriarchs was this : 
He partially unravelled and undid the contract, so as to leave 
room for a second contract and a third [and a soven hundredth, 
in the case of Solomon?], each having the bare essentials of a 
marriage, but none of them the full integrity. This explana- 
tion, and the one preceding, -will stand with our philosophy. 
As to which of them is to be preferred [I thought the fourth 
was only supplementary to the third], we answer in the style 
of the Eoman Oourt, Consult app^'oved fheologiansT ® 

^ I have quoted this passage in eastenso with my own interpo- 
lations in square brackets, lest any account of its contents in 

1 Moral Philosophy, or Ethics and Natural Taw. 2nd Edition, pp, 
270, 27L 

» IWd.,pp. 273,274 
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my own wordli might he suspected of caricaturing the opinions 
of a very able Vriter. Father Riokaby’s problem is indeed a 
hard one — to reconcile a due respect for the much-married 
heroes of Hebrew history with a belief in the absolute pro- 
hibition of polygamy by the law of nature ; and ha deserves 
the credit of having taken his conception of natural law much 
more seriously than many modern sentimentalists, who appeal 
to nature simply as a means of giving a formal justification of 
their private likes or dislikes, and then shirk the trouble of 
argument. 

Protestantism, in depressing the authority of the Church, 
raised in relative importance tho authority of the whole Bible ; 
and the case of the Hebrew patriarchs, combined with a wider 
knowledge derived from classical sources of the varying 
practices of different peoples, leads Grotius to find no prohibi- 
tion of polygamy in the law of nature.^ “ Marriage by natural 
law we conceive to be such a cohabitation of the male and 
female as places the female under the protection and custody 
of the male ; for such a union we see in some cases in mute 
animals. But in man, as beiug a rational creature, to this is 
added a vow of fidelity, by which the woman binds herself to 
the man.” ^ 

Locke, in his Treatise of Giml OovermietU, seems to think 
that, apart from the positive law of any particular political 
society, the mutual obligation of husband and wife depends, 
as with the animals, only on the necessity of rearing the 
young. Since the young of those viviparous animals that feed 
on grass can be nourished by their dams till they are able to 
feed themselves, “the male only begets, but concerns not 
himself for the female or young to whose sustenance he can 
contribute nothing.® But in beasts of prey the conjunction 
lasts longer. . . . The assistance of the male is necessary 
to the maintenance of their common family, which cannot 
subsist till they arc able to prey for themselves but by the 

^ De Jure BdU et Pads, II. 6, § 9. LutbeT’s Bonctloning the bigamy 
oi the Landgrave PhiUp of Hesse was probably more due to strong 
pressure from a deleuder of Protestantism, than to an unbiassed con- 
vloUou foUowing from a study of the Bible. 

* Ibi'd., H. 5, § 8 (WheweU’s trans.}. 

* Xhis fact might have been appealed to by Shelley and his disciples to 
support a oonnection between vegetariemsm and their theories about 
marriage. 
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joint care of male and female. . . . And hereir^ I think, lied 
the chief, if not the only reason why the male 'Cnd female in 
mankind are tied to a longer conjunction than other creatures, 
viz. because the female is capable of conceiving, and de facto 
is commonly with child again, and brings forth, too, a new 
birth, long before the former is out of dependency for support 
on hia parents’ help, and able to shift for himself, and has all 
the assistance which is due to him from his parents ; whereby 
the father, who is bound to take care of those he hath begot, 
is under an obligation to continue in conjugal society with the 
same woman longer than other creatures, whose young, being 
able to subsist of themselves before the time of procreation 
returns again, the conjugal bond dissolves of itself, and they 
are at liberty till Hymen at his usual anniversary season 
summons them again to choose new mates. 'Wherein one 
cannot but admire the wisdom of the great Creator, who, 
having given to man foresight and an ability to lay up for the 
ftiture, as well as to supply the present necessity, hath made 
it necessary that society of man and wile should be more 
lasting than of male and female amongst other creatures, that 
so their industry might be encouraged, and their interest 
better united to make provision and lay up goods for their 
common issue, which uncertain mixture or easy and freijuent 
solutions of conjugal society would mightily disturb.” 

Locke’s object in dealing with the subject of marriage is 
simply to show, in opposition to Filmer, that the paternal re- 
lation does not determine the nature of political obligation ; but 
that, on the contrary, a great deal of what is commonly sup- 
posed to be involved in the family depends upon the enact- 
ment of the civil magistrate and not upon the law of nature. 
Although his opinion is expressed in a somewhat doubtful 
way (“ the chief, if not the only reason ”), it would seem to 
follow that, in Locke’s view, a ohildlesa couple, or a couple whose 
children were independent of them, might, according to the 
law of nature alone, i.e. apart from special positive laws and 
apart from any specially revealed divine law, separate from one 
another and contract new oonjngal ties.® In another place 

' Treatise of Civil Government, IL 0. vii., §§ 79, 80. 

* That polygamy ia not contrary to the law of nature is also main- 
tained by liO^e in Ms unpublished Essay concerning Toleration (1667), 
printed in Mr, Fox Bourne’s Life of Locke, Tql. I. See esp. pp. 178, 186. 
Cl. also a prasage in a paper of 1661 (?), ibid, p. 163. 
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(o. vL § 66), lb rolerg to polyandry -witLonl, any suggestion that 
fluoh a form os the family is contrary to the law of nature ; he 
uses the institution of polyandry as an argument against 
Filmer : “ What will become of this paternal power m that 
part of the world where one woman hath more than one 
husband at a time ? ” Locke, of course, must not be understood 
to imply that all the various systems of relations between the 
sexes which may not be contrary to the law of nature are 
therefore equally good : throughout his whole treatise, though 
the law of nature and the state of nature are frequently 
appealed to, Locke decides all important points on what we 
should call “ utilitarian considerations.” The modern student 
of sociology may note that, in his reference to the relation 
between man and the animals, Locke has seen, in one respect 
at least, the immense significance for social evolution of the 
prolongation of infancy.^ 

I shall now take the opinion of the late Professor Lorimer, 
whose Institutes of Law bears as its second title the words, A 
treatise of the Principles of Jurisprudence as determined hy 
Nature. This work is probably the best English exposition 
of the idea of a Law of Nature in the special form which that 
idea has received at the hands of German jurists and moralists 
who have adopted the principle of Naturrecht as the basis of 
their systems. Having decided that monogamy is the system 
approved hy the law of nature, because, among other reasons, 
the sexes are on the whole equal in numbers, Professor Lorimer 
sees possible difficulties which he discusses by putting a 
hypothetical case of conscience. Suppose that one man and 
twenty women find themselves on a desert island without hope 
of ever being restored to society. There are three courses open 
to them with respect to the regulation of marriage. Mrst^ they 
may adhere to monogamy (and, it is implied, to all the other 
restrictions on marriage usual among civilised nations) and allow 
the race to become extinct after the first generation. [We 
must assume apparently that the women at storting are all 

J Dr. E. WestoHoarok’s formula -liat “ marria^ie is rooted in family 
rathetr than family in marriage ” (see his History qf Human Marring^ 
mighit almost serve os a summary of the passage I have quoted from 
Lodke, Dr. 'Weetermarok told me that he wag quite unaware of Locke’s 
treatment of the subject, till I pointed out to him the striking aniicipatiou 
of Me own vieWt contained in the passage I have quoted, 
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approaoliiiig middle life, else tlie dif&oulty migV be got o^ver 
by a son of tbe sole married couple marrying fffc tlie earliest 
possible age any woman still capable of bearing cbildren ; but 
this would spoil the puzzle.] Secondly, they may adhere to 
monogamy and allow brothers and sisters of full blood to 
marry ; or thirdly, they may resort to polygamy and avoid any 
nearer connection than between brothers and sisters of half- 
blood for one generation : afterwards re-establish monogamy 
and the ordinary rules as to forbidden degi’ees. “ The first 
course is that which they probably ought to adopt ; but, inas- 
much as polygamy is loss revolting than incest, the third course 
would be clearly preferable to the second ; and in so far as the 
teaching of nature goes, a good deal might be said for it even 
as opposed to the first.” ^ 

Now it is difficult to see how the final suggestion differs 
from that which would commend itself to a Utilitarian : and 
the first course, it might very well be argued, conflicts with the 
law of nature ; for how can nature command the extinction of 
the species ? But the curious thing about the whole statement 
and solution of the problem is the transference to a chance 
group of human beings of the ideas and sentiments of particular 
civilised societies. What human beings so situated would 
actually do, and how far they would consider what they wore 
doing to be right, would depend entirely on who these human 
beings were, how they had been brought up, aud what their 
feelings towards one another came to be when they were thus 
thrown together. It is possible the one man might become a 
Mormon, it is possible he might become a monk — ^to pick out 
one wife might be a dangerous experiment. The problem 
may he commended to the notice of the psychological novelist. 

Lastly, by way of change from this casuistical atmosphere, 
let us consult Shelley, who finds in the law of nature an easy 
solution of all problems. “ Free love ” would be his answer to 
all questions about the natural relations of the sexes ; ^ and if 
by “ Nature” he meant what would happen in the absence of 
all institutions, it is obviously the only true answer (save that 
“ free capture ” would probably be the more accurate expres- 
sion). To Shelley Nature means this ; but it also means the 
ideal. Shelley and his followers are very anxious to make out 

• MeUtut/w of Lmo (ist edit. 1372), p. 433. 

* Qsnneea Mob, note on Ganto V, 
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tlmt froe lo^e and promiecuity are not tlie same thing. But 
“ promiscuity ” is simply a dyslogistic term for what is eulogiati- 
oally called “ free love ” : a name for the relationships existing 
between the sexes where, if an3rwhere, there are no definite 
prohibitions recognised by law or custom. As soon as oortain 
things come to be approved and other things disapproved, we 
have a custom and the elementary stage of a law : therefore, if 
in a “ natural ” society any conduct was liable to be disapproved 
of, there could not be absolute freedom. Opinions like those 
of J. S. Mill and others, that positive law ought not to inter- 
fere with the relations of the sexes, except so far as the 
welfare of children is concerned, are entirely and confessedly 
of a Utihtarian character — the appeal is to what experience 
would show to be best : they admit of argument pro and cow. 
A simple appeal to Mature stops the mouth of the person who 
wishes to argue from experience. 

Now a Roman Catholic moralist, who is able to “consult 
approved theologians,” would not trouble himself with such 
heretical and atheistical vagaries as ho would undoubtedly 
consider the opinions of Qrotius, Locke, and Shelley. (Pro- 
fessor Lorimer might, perhaps, escape condemnation.) But he 
only avoids the difficulties of knowing what the law of nature 
is because he has an external authority to fall back upon. 
The person who discards such authority, and appeals to Nature, 
finds that fter doctors disagree : and between them who shall 
decide? The moment the question comes to be really dis- 
cussed, considerations of utUUy must come in. Would it not 
be better to leave Nature alone and bring in Utilitarian con- 
siderations from the outset ? 

But it may be, and has been objected, that people are no 
more agreed as to what is “ useful," than they are as to what 
is right or just according to the law of nature. It is true, 
the “ useful,” taken by itself, is quite as ambiguous as the just. 
But the useful does not profess to be something incapable of 
further analysis. It is confessedly a relative term, useful for 
something. TTseful for what ? It is here that the Utilitarian 
theory stands most in need of revision and correction. While 
rejecting in words the theory of natural rights, Benthamism 
retains the abstract individualism which forms an essential 
part ttf that theory. Human beings are treated by the old-"^ 
^H<!Kiied Utilitarian as moral atoms, all similar in kind, so 
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that one man’s feelings can be quantitatively esimated and 
dealt with as if they were identical with another man’s feelings. 
It is assumed that “ lots ” of pleasures can ha distributed among 
these individuals — an idea which justifies, so far, Carlyle’s 
caricature of the Utilitarian “ happiness ” as so much attainable 
pig’s wash to be divided among a given multitude of pigs.^ 
Benthamism is an excellent theory for purposes of attack, since 
it demands that institutions and laws shall justify themselves 
as being conducive to the general happiness. But it is itself 
open to many of the objections that can be made to the theory 
of natural rights ; and in fact it involves an assumption of the 
equality and similarity of all mankind in all times and places, 
which is just a part of the theory of natural rights in its crudest 
form. "We have seen that the appeal to nature combines the 
abstract individualism of an appeal to each isolated irresponsible 
instinct with an appeal to that abstract universal, the “ consent of 
all mankind." Similarly, Benthamist Utilitarianism combines 
the abstract individualism of treating every human being as 
an isolated unit with the view of happiness as an abstract uni- 
versal which is thought of as if it had a sort of existence apart 
from the concrete individuals who alone are capable of feeling 
it. That “every one should count for one and nobody for 
more than one ’’ can indeed be defended on utilitarian grounds 
as the only way, or the easiest way, of escaping the difficulty 
of distinguishing exactly between the needs and merits of 
individuals, and of avoiding the discontent that arises from a 
suspicion of injustice. But old-fashioned Utilitarianism goes 
farther, and assumes jpracficaZ/y that men have, a priori, equal 
rights.® Otherwise, according to Bentham’s formula, and assum- 
ing Bentham’s calculus of pleasures to he possible, if in any 
case it could he made out that the greater happiness of a few 

^ Loiter Day PampJdetSy “ Jesuitism.” 

* Cf . Maine, Early History of Institutions, p. 399. “ The most oonoln- 
siv© objection to the clootrine would consist in denying this equality ; and 
1 have myself heard an Indian Brahmin dispute it on the ground that, 
according to the clear teaching of his religion, a Brahmin was entitled to 
twenty times as much happiness as anybody else." The Brahmin has the 
advantage of being able to appeal to an authoritative estimate of his 
claims to happiness. But without such precise moral arithmetio, might 
not a vigorous person of all-round interests, and with a great capacity for 
enjoyment, reasonably, on Benthamist principles, demand a fuller share of 
happiness than the timid, narrow soul on whom an equal “ lot " would 
be thrown away? 
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could ba obVaiued by tbo less kappiness of a majoiity, and tkai 
ike total kal^iipinaas thus obtained would bo greater ikon if 
kappineaa were distributed equally tkrougk tke wkole multi- 
tude, and //■’ further (this qualification is necessarily implied), 
tke majority being ignorant and apatketio were not discon- 
tented or could be easily controlled, I cannot see kow, on tke 
“greatest kappiness” principle, we ought not to prefer suck an 
organisation of society to one based on equality. "We know 
that many defenders of aristocratic and caste privileges do 
argue more or leas explicitly in this way ; and if the end of life 
were simply tke attainment of tke greatest sum of pleasures on 
tke wkole (intensity being reckoned as muck as extensiveness), 
irrespective of tke “rights” of tke individuals who enjoy' 
them, then so long as tke merry ruling caste are sufficiently 
callous, and tke depressed subject caste are sufficiently stupid, 
I do not see kow this aristocratic argument can be refuted. 
But we know that tke great Utilitarian reformers to whom 
England owes so muck had tke passion for equality, and John 
Stuart Mill , illogically it may be, preferred Socrates dissatiafi,ed 
to tke pig satisfied : so that, practically, they did not accept 
tke greatest sum of pleasures as tke end of life. 

This objection of inconsistency only applies to Utilitarianism, 
if tke fedings of pleasure and pain be made tke starting-point 
of our ethical thinking. It would not apply at all to an ethi- 
cal theory which starts from a conception of the self as rational 
and universal (a theory of which tke doctrine of a law of nature, 
at least in its Boman and in its scholastic form, seems a rudi- 
mentary and unsatisfactory foreshadowing). If our claims are 
based not on our isolated instincts but on tke fact, which 
seems to be a necessary conclusion from tke conditions of 
knowledge, that our particular self or ego is only tke imperfect 
realisation of a universal reason, one and indivisible through- 
out the universe, though manifested in countless forms and 
revealed most clearly to us, not in tke movements of tke stars, 
nor in tke record of tke rooks, nor even in tke upward striving 
life of plant and animal, but in tke work of tke human spirit, 
that is to say in social institutions, in art, in religion, and 
where thought seeks to be at home with itself — ^in the medita- 
tions of the philosopher,^*— if this be so, every human, being may 
claim a right to be considered as sneh, because he potentiaUy 
‘ See abeye, p, 70. 
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shares in this consciousness of the universal reason ; he may 
claim the opportunity of developing this potentiality as far as 
possible. Each can claim to be an end-in-himself without incon- 
sistency or necessity of conflict, only because none is an end-in- 
himseU, except as partaking of the one “ Reason ” or “ Nature ” 
which is what all the higher religions have meant by God. 
Such a metaphysical conception of the self will not indeed 
justify an abstract claim to equality in anything and every- 
thing, but only to such equality as is required for, and is com- 
patible with, the highest conceivable form of social existence. 
And here we come in sight of a means of explaining the nature 
of rights and a means of reforming Utilitariamsm, which can 
be adopted without the use of what many persona will put 
aside as unintelligible mysticism. The metaphysics seem to 
me, indeed, necessary for a complets account of the basis of 
ethics and politics ; but having said that, I shall now pass 
to an easier way of putting the case. 

The difficulties which may be raised about the Hedonist 
basis of Benthamist Utilitarianism do not here directly con- 
cern us ; the difficulties suggested by the individualism of the 
theory are sufficient. It is worth particular note that Pro- 
fessor Sidgwick, who in his Elements of Politics applies the 
Utilitarian principle throughout in its individualist form, yet 
extends his consideration from the happiness of the existing 
sum of individuals to include that of the future members of the 
society. We must, he says, “ take into account not only the 
human beings who are actually living, but those who are to 
live hereafter,” ^ “ "Whatever force there is,” he adds, “ in the 
argument urged against the view that the end of government 
is the happiness of the individuals governed, depends on the 
conception of these individueds as present, actually existing, 
members of the particular community in question. I fully 
concede that there are crises of national life in which it is the 
duty of the present generation of citizens, the actually living 
human beings who compose any political community, to make 
important sacrifices of personal happiness for the ‘ good or 
welfare of their country,’ and that this good or welfaure cannot 
be completely analysed into private happiness of the in- 
dividuals who make the sacrifices. I should add that there 
are cases in which it is the duty of the members of one 

’ P. 34. 


H.B. 


H 



gS JVSTAT DETERMINES RIGHTS? fcH. v 

political society to make sacrifices for the good or welfare of 
other sections of the human race. But I hold that if this 
good is not chimerical and illiisory, it must mean the happi- 
ness of some individual human beings ; if not of those living 
now, at any rate of those who are to live hereafter. And I 
have tried in vain to obtain from any writer who rejects this 
view, any other definite conception of the ‘good of the 
state.’ ” ^ 

This is a very important passage, because, although Pro- 
fessor Sidgwick stiU prefers the old-fashioned Utilitarian 
phraseology and will not talk about the “ social organism," he 
practically adopts the important element of truth in that 
often misapplied conception, and thinks of society as organic, 
ie. as having a continuous life, within which its individual 
members arise and perish, a life which has to be cared for 
over and above the sum of individuals at any given time 
existing. Professor Sidgwick complains that writers, such as 
Bluntsohli, to whom he specially refers, give no definite con- 
ception of the “ good of the state,” beyond what a UtiEtarian , 
can give. But how if the end of human life, individual and 
social, does not admit of a definite conception ? It is only with 
the progress of time that we discover the natural gifts and 
capacities of an individual or of a society ; if we say that in 
the end of the state should be included the development of a 
people’s natural gifts, the very word “development” would 
suggest growth and progress. A fundamental defect of the 
old Utilitarianism was the assumption of the identity of 
human nature in spite of difference of time and place and 
stage of growth ; it is the characteristic of a crude rationalism 
to judge all social stages by similar canons. The conception 
of evolution or, more precisely, the theory of natural selection 
has at once corrected the errors and vindicated the truth of 
Utilitarian ethics and politics. That is “ good " for any par- 
ticular society which furthers its success in the struggle for 
existence with nature and witii other societies ; that is “ evil” 
which hinders such success. Those societies have succeeded 
best which have been most coherent and most vigorous ; and 
so courage and fidelity to those of the same sooiety have 
, haeai selected” as ^md qualities; they are the primitive 
virtues. 'With the growth of refieotion and a wider outlook, 

* Meamis of FoUiiet, p, 85. 
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these good qualities and others can be recognised in new and 
wider spheres ; and the sooiety whose welfare determines 
what is right may come to enlarge its borders and to change 
its character. The individual naturally and instinctively 
strives after happiness, i.e. what he takes to be such, not 
necessarily what a Utilitarian philosopher would advise him 
to pursue ; but the individual’s happiness is not what directly 
determines the difference between right and wrong. “ Happi- 
ness,” as the late Professor Clifford has expressed it,‘ “ is not 
the end of right action. My happiness is of no use to the com- 
munity, except in so far as it makes me a more efficient citizen ; 
that is to say, it is rightly desired as a means and not as an 
end.” This inverts the theory of Hedonist Utilitarianism, 
while recognising what ascetic theories have neglected, the 
great value of happiness as a means to social well-being. 
Happy citizens — and that in the long run means healthy 
citizens, healthy in mind, body, and estate — will prove the 
moat useful citizens. Clifford’s words might indeed seem open 
to the objection that the good of the community is treated as 
if it had an existence and a value apart from the good of any of 
the individuals, without whom the community would have no 
existence at all ; and perhaps the desire to correct the indi- 
vidualism of hedonist utilitarians sometimes leads evolu- 
tionist moralists to overstate this aspect of their own theory. 
The good of a community gives us our only criterion for 
judging of what is right for individuals to do ; but the good 
of a oommunity is itself identical with the good of its 
members. A healthy body is a body the parts of which are 
healthy, hut none of which is developed at the expense of 
others. This metaphor may serve to illustrate the relation 
between individual and socieiy; though it only brings one 
in sight of the metaphysical problem of the relation between 
the particular and the universal self (Eousseau’s nun eommun). 
The good for man is always a common good; there is no end 
for the individual apart from a oommunity of some sort — 
though the community may be thought of as a heavenly city 
not realised anywhere on earth. What the community is 
differs firom time to time ; and it is in respect of the nature 
of the community or sooiety which forms the standard of our 

t Xeofum and Essays, Vol. II. p. ViS (ed. 1878). Lecture on ” Bight 
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moral judgment, that progress takes place. Every extension 
of the range of persons -who are taken account of, when we 
think of the common good, effects changes in our moral judg- 
ments. Moral judgments vary because societies vary m 
character : conflict of duties and conflict of moral judgments 
are possible just because each individual in all highly de- 
veloped societies belongs to many communities, overlapping 
one another. Professor Sidgwick, in the passage T quoted, 
recognises that other sections of the human race than our 
own section may have to bo taken into account ; and it is 
conceivable that duty towards a higher and bettor society 
might lead people to think it right to destroy a society whose 
welfare had previously formed the standard of their moral 
judgments. Among conscious and reflective human beings, 
natural selection passes into rational selection ; and a social 
organism may die, while its individual members become ab- 
sorbed in an organism of a higher type. 

“ ’Ere's a stranger ; let’s ’eave ’arf a brick at him.” * That 
is primitive morality — “natural” morality, if natural means 
“ original.” The dnty of kindness is only supposed to apply 
to members of the same tribe, class, caste, Trade-union, or 
whatever the group may be. The brotherhood of mankind is 
the ideal at the other end of the ethical scale. 

There are indeed some sturdy individualists among us 
who, whether in the name of “ natural rights ” or in the 
name of “ the greatest happiness of the greatest number,” 
protest equally against any appreciative reference to the past 
and against any consideration of posterity in our ethical and 
political judgments. This is a frame of mind against which 
argument is difficult, as it implies a non-acceptance of that 
oontiniuty of the species which one would have thought was 
a patent fact. The human race or, lei me say, the inhabitants 
of Great Britain do not consist of a certain number of adult 
males, or adult males and females, assembled together in a 
sort of cross between a debating society and a joint-stock 
company, and entitled by the law of nature to’ divide all the 
good tHngs of life among themselves. An assembly or 
naUonal convention of all the adults of a community would he 
only the trustees inheriting every moment from the old who 

* Qt. stranger; (S) enSmy. “Moatis apud majores nostros 

is diipbafcar <i,uam mine perefft‘(tnm dioimua” (.Cic., Ue Ojff:, 1. 12, 37.) 
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are dying and obliged to take into account tbe interests of 
those who are being born. Human beings would have to be 
artificially out off from all links of human kinship — to become 
like a band of outlaws or pirates — before they could consider 
the question of right and wrong without regard to the past 
that had produced them and without regard to the future that 
was even now amongst them. And with what show of reason 
can any one sit in judgment on the past and blame men in old 
times for the inheritance of evil their actions or their negli- 
gences have left to us, while calmly proposing to decide the 
rights of living persons without any “ superstition about the 
effect on posterity ” ? ^ 

The transition from Individualist to Evolutionist Utilitarian- 
ism — a transition which is being accepted by the great 
majority of writers on scientific ethics, from whatever point 
of view they set out — makes what one may call a “Oopernioan” 
change in our way of considering the question of rights. The 
eighteenth century thinkers looked on society as made by 
individuals joining together, in order to secure their pre- 
existing natural rights. We, unless we remain uninfluenced 
by the more scientific conceptions of human society now 
possible to us — ^we see that “natural rights,” those rights 
which oiiqht to le recognised, must be judged entirely from the 
point of view of society. We must return to the method of 
Plato : in order to know what is really just, we must call up 
a vision of an ideal society. That is the true value of “ Uto- 
pias " : they are rough attempts to see how our ideas of justice 
look when writ large in a picture of a reconstructed society. 
Society, as we are always being reminded, has indeed no 
existence except as a society of individuals ; but individuals 
as human beings with rights and duties, and not as mere 
animals, can only be understood in reference to a society. 
“ Nature,” we might say, falling hack on the antithesis, made 
man an animal ; society has made him a rational animal — a 
thinking, intelligent being, capable of moral action. The 
person with rights and duties is the product of a society, and 
the rights of the individual must therefore he judged from the 
point of view of a society as a whole, and not the society from 

^ The phrase is used hy Mr. J. M. Hohertson in an article in the 
iJafionolJS^omer for Deo. 6, 1891, in whioh he criticises a lecture of 
mine on the subject of “ HatnrM Bights.” 
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fhe point of Tiew of the individual. As against the Hedonist 
Utilitarians, Intuitionaliats are quite right in urging that moral- 
ity is based on personality, and not on a mere summation of 
pleasurable feelings, treated as if these feelings had an existence 
per se; but the Intuitionalist is apt to treat “personality” as if 
that term -were the solution, and not the statement of a problem. 
Metaphysically, personality can only be explained by a specu- 
lative hypothesis about the ultimate nature of the universe — in 
morefamiliar language, about the relations between Q-od, nature, 
and man ; but for the purposes of practical ethics and politics, 
it is sufficient to recognise that personality is a conception 
meaningless apart from society. We have got the word 
“ person ” in its ethical sense from the Eoman jurists, and we 
should acknowledge our debt by recognising the social — ^nay, 
the oivio — character of the conception. Wherever, as in those 
famous theories of “ social contract ” and “ natural rights,” a 
society seems to be reasonably and legitimately judged from 
the point of view of the individual, such theories simply 
represent an ioaecurate, but possibly convenient way of judg- 
ing any given society from the point of view of a supposed 
wider or higher society. The rebel against society, whether 
he appeals to nature or not, may he of two kinds. He may be 
the precursor of some new and better society, in the name of 
which he condemns an existing, hut corrupt and decaying, set 
of institutions ; or he may be the survival of a ruder and lower 
stage of existence. The pirate and the brigand were once 
very respectable people, but in a social condition which has 
passed the stage to which they belong, they are rightly treated 
as dangerous criminals. Society, indeed, consisting only of 
fallible and imperfect beings, is apt to make mistakes, and it 
may now and then confuse the two kinds of rebels, and 
crucify a true prophet between two ordinary criminals j 
though the ratio of true prophets to ordinary criminals is not 
as a rale so high. 

Whether we say that rights are in all cases created by the 
State or not^ is very much a matter of language. There are 
maany primitive societies, whioh have too little definite organ- 
isation to be conveniently called States, except proleptically ; 
it is usual to reserve the term State for those societies whioh 
have a fsarly definite system of government. Moreover, within 
shelter d the State there may gtovr up various societiea or 
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associations, of a more or less voluntary character — ^voluntary 
in appearance at least — and there may be surviving associations 
of an older kind, families, clans, village communities, etc., all 
of which may confer rights on their members, apart from the 
rights expressly conferred by the State : and some of these 
associations may be of an international character. The State‘s 
may recognise some of these rights as legally binding ; others 
it may tolerate, without giving them any legal sanction ; others 
it may expressly forbid, as injurious to the security of the 
commonwealth, as allowing scope for foreign interference, or 
as infringing what have come to be regarded as the proper 
rights of individuals. This last form of State-action forms 
a principal element in the guaranteeing of “ natural rights " ; 
it is .interference on the part of an organised State to protect 
individuals from what has coma to be thought undue pressure 
on the part of other societies, e.ff. the family, the Church, 
guilds or corporations of various kinds, old and new. 

The appeal to natural rights, which has filled a noble place 
in history, is only a safe form of appeal if it be interpreted, as 
just explained, as an appeal to what is socially useful, account 
being taken not only of immediate convenience to the existing 
members of a particular society, but of the future welfare of 
the society in relation, so far as possible, to the whole of 
humanity, If it is argued that such an appeal is at least as 
ambiguous as a mere reference to natural rights, I answer, No ; 
for in appealing to social utilily, we are appealing to something 
that can be tested, not merely by the intuitions of an individual 
mind, but by experience. History is the laboratory of polities. 
Past experience is indeed a poor substitute for crucial experi- 
ments ; but we are neglecting our only guide if we do not use 
it, This means no slavish copying of antique models, but 
trying to discover, from consequences which followed under 
past conditions, what consequences are likely to follow under 
similar or under dissimilar conditions now. 

The introduction of the conception of evolution into the 
study of institutions, if that conception, be applied with due 
care, gives ns in one respect a much more hopeful outlook 
than if we felt bound to apply to every age the Bfl,Tna un- 
varying “natural” code of right and wrong. As an illus- 
tration, let me take the institution of slavery. To the 
scientific student of human history it seems almost certain 



to* tVJTAT DETERMINES RIGHTS? [<=«• v 

fckat slavery was a necessary step in the progress of humanity. 
It mitigated the horrors of primitive warfare,^ and thus gave 
some scope for the growth, however feeble, of kindlier senti- 
ments towards the alien and the weak. It gave to the free 
population sufficient leisure for the pursuit of science and art, 
and, above all, for the development of political liberty ; and 
in this way slavery may be said to have produced the idea 
of self-government. By contrast with the slave the freeman 
discovered the worth of freedom. Thus slaveiy made possible 
the growth of the very ideas which in course of time came to 
make slavery appear wrong Slavery seems to ns horrible: 
it is contrary to nature, it violates the feelings that God and 
Nature have implanted in om hi easts, and so on. It used not 
to seem horrible or contrary to nature, even to many people who 
talked loudly about the inalienable right of liberty. There 
are probably many things existing now, which will seem 
“horrible” some day, but which now seem quite “natural” 
to most persona. Science must have no prejudices, and there- 
fore we must admit that there was a stage in human develop- 
ment when slavery, being useful to the progress of mankind, 
was not contrary to what could then have been considered 
“ Natural rights,” although when slavery is no longer an insti- 
tution of progressive societies, it becomes contrary to what 
people now consider “Natural rights.” It is no use to con- 
struct hypothetical histories and imagine the civilisation, whose 
benefits we reap, and among whose benefits are those ideas 
that have abolished slavery, arising among some savage tribe 
which had never hit upon this device for securing leisure to 
themselves, in which to fight, to govern, to think. But an 
liisfoncal justification of an institution is no justification for 
the continuance or revival of an institution, when it is no 
longer sodaUy beneficial, or when the purpose it once served 
can be otherwise provided for. 

The present competitive industrial system has done marvels 
in the way of opening up the material resources of the earth ; 
those who have grown up in the shadow of it axe apt to 

' !I%at fheintrodttotiou of the practice of making slaves of captives 
jl l Ht ift iHheft the ferocity of war is generally admitted, *What is less 
generally noted is that, as Sir Henry Maine points out (International 
htnOi p. 184), “ One consequence of the decay and aholition of slavery 
wae sa incteease of bloodah^” 
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imagine that it is indispensable. Those who have studied the 
histoiy of slavery are not bound to any such belief. This 
very epoch of competitive capitalism has produced ideas which 
make it possible to believe in a better type of organisation in 
which the captains of industry shall become essentially, and 
not merely accidentally, the public servants of the whole com- 
munity. The growth of joint-stock enterprise, under a system 
of “ free association,” suggests the idea of common-ownership 
on a gigantic scale. The “ labour-saving ” machinery, which 
has caused the industrial revolution and brought about on 
unsettlement of old, comparatively stationary societies, suggests 
a utilisation of machinery, which shall in very truth be labour- 
saving and not merely labour-displacing, and which shall pro- 
vide the leisure that ancient communities could only secure to 
their citizens by slavery.' These visions of a better society are 
not suggested by vague, irresponsible oracles of Nature ; they 
are inferences from experience, which may be true or false, 
but which admit of being profitably discussed. And this is the 
advantage which the appeal to reason and experience has over 
aU appeals to irresponsible instincts, impulses, and claims, 
whether called natural rights or not. If you appeal to Nature, 
we may not be able to prove you wrong in your own court of 
appeal ; but neither can you prove yourself right. The oracles 
of Nature are dumb, save to those who will compel her to 
speak by torture, i.e. by experiment ; and, where experiment is 
inapplicable, by rational interpretation of experience. 

Whether we are attacking or defending any institution, it is 
always well to be very sure that we are doing so on grounds 
which admit of reasonable discussion. If it could be shown 
that democratic republics would always fall a prey to military 
despotism, either from within or from without, then we should 
have to oonolude that democratic republics were incompatible 
with human well-being, and that monarohical or aristocratical 
institutions were moi'o in accordance with the “law of nature” 
than democracy. 

If it weie certain that the nations of Western Europe or of 
A.merica, by checking industrial competition and by getting 
rid of their armies, would fall a prey to a Chinese invasion, just 
as the peaceful and Christianised Boman Empire succumbed 

' As far as possible we must use machinery as a substitute for “living 
tools ’’—the phrase by which Aristotle describes slaves. {Fol,, 1 , 4 .) 
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Vefore the incursion of the northern barbarians, then it -would 
be right to do all in our power to keep up the military and 
industrial pugnacity of the Western peoples, and aU socialistic 
and peaceful projects would be contrary to the “ law of 
nature.” If it were oertain that an equal or nearly equal dis- 
tribution of the products of industry would lead to the decay 
and gradual d^iappearanoe of science, of art, and of all intel- 
lectual pursuits generally, and a conbequent return to savagery, 
then any such levelling project would be contrary to the “ law 
of nature.” If it were argued that the “ Bcpublio has no need 
of chemists,” we may be certain that it would be so much 
worse for that republic in the long run ; it would go to pieces 
before nations that did honour chemists, even if those nations 
were ruled by despots. The reformer of society who would 
convince those who hesitate to join him, from a fear not of 
personal loss but of social retrogression, is bound to prove that 
what he advocates is compatible with the welfare of society 
and with its progress in the future. The only "law of nature” 
to which we can listen must be such as will commend itself to 
our reason as a statement of the principles of a coherent and 
orderly society which will not throw away the hard-won 
achievements of man in his struggle -with nature and with 
barbarism, and which will at the same time be progressive, 
in the sense of being capable of correcting its own faults. Any 
"natural rights ” which are incompatible -with such a society 
are only another name for anarchy. "Nonsense upon stilts” 
Bentham called them in his Anarchical Fallacies. Fiat 
jiistiiiay ruai codum^ it may be said, But what does that 
famous maxim of heroic virtue mean ? “ Let justice be done7 
though the hemem fall ” — a maxim admirable as an answer 
to those pessimists who would deter mankind from any at- 
tempt to better its social organisation on the ground that this 
planet cannot for ever support living beings. But whoever 
says, " FUd jmUtia, ruat respiMica,” whoever appeals to an 
abstract justice that is incompatible with the continuance of 
orderly social argauisation is, wittingly or unwittingly, talking 
nonsense — and, mischievous nonsense, too, " Justice” may be 
incompatible with some particular form or phase of society : 
th^t is likely enougL Wh^ people seriously appeal to justice 
a^dsst soei^y, what they really mean is tl^t a higher form 
of society should supeirsede a lower. But it would be much 
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“better to say so directly, and not to talk about natural rigkts 
or abstract justice at all. A good cause is never benefited by 
bad arguments.* 

If rights are determined solely by reference to human 
society, it follows that the lower animals, not being members 
of human society, cannot have rights. This conclusion is 
resented by many modern humanitarians who, feeling that in 
some sense or other we may be said to have duties towards 
the lower animals , or at least duties in respect of our conduct 
towards them, conclude that the animals in their turn must 
have rights against us. If a utilitarian theory be based on a 
consideration of the pleasures of all sentient existence, then, 
whether or not the phraseology of natural rights be used, all 
animals must be taken into account in our judgments of 
right and wrong. Very difficult questions of casuistry will, 
indeed, arise because of the difference in grades of sentience ; 
and the undoubted difference in degree of acuteness of feeling 
among human heiags ought most assuredly to he taken account 
of also. If the recognition of Animal Eights is compatible with 
the kindly use of a horse as a beast of burden, would not a 
kindly negro-slavery be also perfectly compatible with the 
recognition of Natural Eights generally? And if we dis- 
criminate between what may he rightly done to the mollusc 
from what may be rightly done to the mammal, on grounds of 
different grades of sentience, should we not also — ^if sentience 
he our sole guiding principle — discriminate between what may 
be rightly done to lower and higher races among mankind — 
the lower and less civilised being undoubtedly less capable of 

* In bis ezcelleat little book, First Steps in Philosophy, with tbo 
" physical ” part of which I entirely agree, Mr. "W. M. Salter says : “ It 
might be better that there should he so animal or human life than that 
it should maintein itself by Tiolating ethical requirements” (p. 107 ). 
Unless for those who believe ethical requirements to be determined by 
arbitrary and irrational voUtions of Deity, I oau see no meaning in Mr, 
Salter’s proposition. Morality may include more than can properly be 
expressed as ’’social duty,” e.g. the '"intellectual virtues” and the duties 
of cultivating science and art and learning may not be capable of 
analysis into social virtues and duties (I cannot discuss that question 
here) 5 but morality that would lead to the destruction of all human life 
seems to me a very immoral kind of morality, though a kind of morality 
of which we have had a good deal too much in the past. As to the 
animals— I discuss that queation, Is it the tiger’s ethical standard or 
OUTS, which is to decide? 
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acute {eeling ? An ethical theory which is based on the social 
nature of man is not directly troubled by these difficulties, 
though in the details of practical conduct these grades of 
sentience do enter in as one of the factors determining our 
moral judgments. 

The most recent English book of which I know on the sub- 
ject of Animals' Rights is that of Mr. H, S. Salt. “ Have the 
lower animals ‘ rights ’ ? ” he asks, and answers his question, 
“ Undoubtedly — if men have ” But the question whether and 
in what sense men have rights, Mr. Salt refuses to discuss. 
He takes for granted that in some sense they have rights, 
and treats the controversy about rights as “ little else than an 
academic battle over words, which leads to no practical con- 
clusion.” The term “ academic ” is apparently used as a term 
of dispraise. Eor this, unfortunately, the past traditions of 
learned societies may be to blame ; or is a disparagement of 
logic and of all careful use of language merely one of the notes 
of the higher barbarism of the new school of Eousseauists ? I 
have tried to show that there is a sense in which the term 
“ natural rights ” may be harmlessly used, but it is a sense 
which needs caution ; and therefore, if the term be used at 
all, it should not be used except in “ academic ” discussions. 
Otherwise its use can only be regarded as a rhetorical device 
for gaining a point without the trouble of proving it— a device 
which may be left to the stump-orator or party-journalist, but 
which should be discredited in all serious writing. Mr. Salt’s 
justification for his assertion, that animals have rights if men 
have, must be discovered incidentally. First of all, 1 note that 
he appeals to the actual state of the law in England. “It is 
scarcely possible, in the face of this legislation [for the preven- 
tion of cruelty to animals], to maintain that ‘rights’ are a 
privilege with which none but human beings can be invested; 
for if some animals are already included within the pale of 
protection, why should not more and more be so included 
in the future ? ” ‘ Because a work of art or some ancient 
monument is protected by law from injury, do we speak 
of the “rights” of pictures or stones? Further, are a n i ma l s 
capable of being parties to a lawsuit? It might be answered, 
they axe on the same fooling permanently on which human 
“ infants ” are temporarily (ie. until they attain full age). But 
* MdmaW BigJtts, p. A 
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if there are rights, there are correlative duties. And -whereas 
infants may be tried on a criminal charge, I do not know, 
apart from a cause ciUhre in Aristophanes, of any such trial 
of animals in any advanced legal system. Thus it will hardly 
do to appeal to existing law in proof that animals have rights 
in any legal sense. Again, I note that Mr. Salt quotes with 
approbation the maxim of the “Buddhist and Pythagorean 
canons ” ^ — " Not to kill or injure any innocent animal,” and 
tho words of Beutham : “ "We have begun by attending to the 
condition of slaves ; we shall finish by softening that of all the 
a-niTnalB which assist OUT labours or supply our wants,” ® Why 
these limitations of the Jus animalium ? If the animal as such 
has rights, who are we to pronounce judgment, according to our 
own human convenience, on his “innocence”? What is the 
“gadt ” from the tiger’s point of -view of her raid on a human 
■village ? Why do we commend a cat that kills mica and punish 
her if she attacks a tame bird? If the ammals were consulted, 
they would choose to be tried by a jury of their peers, before 
the question of guilt or innocence were decided. The most 
despotic kings have always been quite willing to leave in 
peace those of their subjects who contributed to their conveni- 
ence, or whom they regarded as harmless. The Czar of Eussia 
does not oppress any one whom he regards as “innocent.” 
The claim of natural rights among men has meant something 
very much more than a claim that the innocent should be 
kindly treated, the arbitrary government against which they 
protested being free to decide the question of innocence. 

It may be admitted, however, that towards the lower a.piinfl.k 
we must always stand in the relation of despots ; but it may be 
urged that our despotism ought to be guided by a recognition 
of their rights. Well, then, in our exercise of our power w-nd 
in our guaidianship of the rights of animals, must we not pro- 
tect the weak among them against the strong ? Must we not 
put to death hlaokhirds and thrushes because they feed on 
worms, or (if capital punishment offends our humanitarianism) 
starve them slowly by permanent captivity and vegetarian diet? 
What becomes of the “return to nature” if we must prevent 
the cat’s nocturnal wanderings, lest she should wickedly slay a 
mouse? Are we not to vindicate the rights of the persecuted 
prey of the stronger ? or is our declaration of the rights of 
‘ Animals' BigMs, p. 8. * Ibid., p, A 
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every creeping thing to remain a mere hypocritical formula to 
gratify pug-loving sentimentalists, who prate about a nature 
they will not take the trouble to understand— a nature whose 
genuine students they are ready to persecute ? Mr. Salt 
injures a needed protest against certain barbarities of “ sport,” 
and against the habitual callousness of the ignorant in their 
treatment of animals, by his attacks on men of science and his 
opposition to the use of animal food. If all the world were 
Jews, it has been well said, there would bo no pigs in existence; 
and if all the world were vegetanans, would there be any sheep 
or cattle, well cared for and guarded against starvation ? Per- 
haps a stray specimen in a zoological garden : turnips being 
aU needed for human food. Cruelty to animals is rightly sup- 
posed to be an offence agamst humanitarian feeling. Our duty 
to the animals is a duty to human society. It is an offence 
against civilised hfe to cause any unnecessary suffering, or to 
do any unnecessary damage — “ unnecessary ” meaning, as it 
means even in Mr. Salt’s theory, unnecessary for human well- 
being. This conbidaration will explain also why we regard 
cruelty to domestic animals, esp’eoially to pets, with more 
horror than cruelty to wild animals — especially to dangerous 
or injurious wild animals. We have admitted certain animals 
to a sort of honorary membership of our society ; and we come 
to think of them as standing in a quasi-human relation to our- 
selves, especially when we give them names of their own, as if 
they were persons. Of Schopenhauer, that poodle-loving hater 
of man, it might almost be said that he and his dog (the reign- 
ing sovereign for the time) formed a society by themselves. In 
a metaphorical sense we may be said to have duties towards 
these honorary human beings.* 

Pain is in itself an evh, not in the special moral sense of the 
term “ evil,” but in the sense that it is an impediment to the 
maintenance and development of life : it is an impediment 
which every normal sentient being “naturally,” is. by mere 
instinct, strives to escape, and this instinct is kept alert by 
natural selection. The growth of sympathy and of imagina- 
tion makes it possible for human bein^ to feel mental pain at 
the sufferings of other human beings, even of those not ^eoi- 
a% connect^ with them, and of other animals, in a manner 

* CioTOte hcHs that the ashnals that help mankind form, a part of 
Jellify (Bat- irans.), IV* pp.S$, 81% 
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and to an extent impossible in a more primitive stage of exist- 
ence. (The real savage and our sentimental neo-savage are 
very different persons in this respect.) And thus the avoid- 
ance of pain for other beings capable of feeling it, as well as 
for oneself, comas to be thought of as a duty, except when the 
infliction of such pain is necessary and unavoidable in the 
interests of human society and human progress. Thus we 
may be said to have duties of Jcmdneas towards the animals ; 
but it is incorrect to represent these as strictly duties towards 
the n ni m ala themselves, as if they had rights against us. If 
the animals had in any proper sense rights, we should no more 
be entitled to put them to death without a fair trial, unless in 
strict self-defence, than to torture them for our amusement. 
It is our duty to put animals to death as painlessly as possible, 
when we wish their death for any human end ; and similarly, 
in experiments on hving animals for scientiflc purposes, it is 
right to prefer the less highly organised animal to the more 
highly organised, wherever the lower type is clearly sufficient 
for the purposes of the experiment. It is a duty also not to 
cause any suffering which is unnecessary for the properly 
scientific purpose of the experiment. The evil pf pain is the 
element of permanent truth in the Hedonist protest against 
Asceticism ; but to mate the mere fact of sentience the deter- 
mining principle of right and wrong in ethics is the abstrac- 
tion that renders Hedomsm, even in its universalistio form, an 
inadequate ethical theory. I have already suggested the diffi- 
culties which would be involved in any consistent attempt to 
recognise in animals equal rights with human beings : on the 
other hand, to fix a scale of unequal rights solely from the 
pojnt of view of human convenience is praotioally to give up 
basing ethics on the mere faot of sentience, and implicitly to 
recognise the interests of human society as our ultimate 
criterion of right and wrong. 

In the foregoing disoussion of the ethical end I have included 
the notion of the progress, sts well as that of the maintenance, 
of human society. And on this difficult conception of “pro- 
gress ” I mnst therefore say a few wt»rds. In the first place, 
it must be pointed out that progress is not identical with 
evolution, as that term is used by biologists.^ Natural selec- 

* A ooniosion on this su'boect runs throngh the whole of Ifr. Baojanln 
SMd's took on Sodcd Eeolution, 
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tion produces degeneration of organisms as weE as advance. 
In tke struggle for existence, success may be obtained by 
assimilation to a simpler type. Success does not necessarily 
imply increasing complexity and differentiation of structure. 
And so it is with human beings regarded from a purely bio- 
logical point of view. The highly cultured European, who 
would adapt himself to the environment of the Esquimaux, 
must discard those habits of life which raise him above the 
Esquimaux from the point of view of sociology. A man may 
succeed in the competition of the commercial world by greater 
skill and efficiency in the management of his business, by 
stricter honesty, by turning out better goods, by employing 
more highly paid and capable workmen than his rivals. He 
may succeed by these means, under sufficiently favourable 
conditions, in the long run — if he gets a sufficiently long run. 
Bub under other conditions he may succeed, and may more 
easily obtain a rapid success, by skilful unscrupulousness, by 
extensive advertising, by judicious underselling and driving 
his rivals out of the field, etc. An old business man is said to 
have enforced the maxim, “Honesty is the best policy,” by 
adding, “ I’ve tried both ” ; but there is a good deal of evidence 
to support the inference that “ to get honest ” is only the best 
policy for those who have already managed “ to get on.” The 
big, successful business can be conducted on better principles 
than the struggling one, 

"When by reflection wo have once reached an ethical stan- 
dard, when we judge human conduct from the point of view 
of an ideal society, we become very fully conscious of the 
discrepancy between “adaptation to environment,” which 
means pleasure and the absence of pain, and advance towards 
ideal excellence ; and the pessimist is at hand to declare that 
all intellectual and sesthetio and ethical advance means only 
an increase of sorrow. Increasing complexity of structure 
makes adaptation to environment more difficult, except in so 
faros the enmonment can itself he controlled and altered. But 
this control and alteration of the environment is just what the 
inteUeotnal conquests of mankind make possible. As we 
xmderstand nature better, and as we understand human nature 
hettfiff, we can secure adaptation and adjustment by bending 
nature in mapy ways to ourselves instead of bending ourselves 
in evisuy respect to nature. The twrent that sweeps away 
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the rude hut of the savage, if confined within barriers and. 
regulated by sluices, will grind corn and supply electricity for 
the service of civilised man. The energy and desire to excel 
which makes the Indian scalp his enemies is identical with 
that ** last infirmity of noble mind ” which may stimulate the 
researches of the savant, lighten the labours of the legislator, 
and oven add inspiration to the imaginative work of the crea- 
tive artist, as it undoubtedly does to the performance of the 
actor or of the musician. We change the channels in which 
competition runs, and it becomes beneficial instead of hurtful. 

May we then attempt a definition of Progress, in the only 
sense in which Progress can be an end of action, as such in- 
creasing complexity of structure as is compatible not only with 
increahing “ iutegrabion ” but with increasing, or at least un- 
diminiahed adaptation to environment? This definition, it 
maybe objected, is only the old commonplace about “Order 
and Progress ” disguised in a new form of Spencerian phrase- 
ology. Well, in a sense it is, but it is the old commonplace 
divested of the fallacy which, by separating progress from 
order, identifies progress with mere change — ^with mere insta- 
bility. The old practical difficulties still remain, of course. 
Change, variation, increasing conaplexity necessarily unsettle 
the existing adjustments, which, however, are apt to seem 
more settled and stable than they really are. But the merit 
of the suggested definition of progress is this : that, while the 
preference is given to the more highly developed structure, the 
need of adaptation to environment is nob ignored, and the 
practicEd importance is indicated of adapting the environment, 
BO far as possible, to the higher structure. The mere fact of 
adaptation to environment, i.e. the mere fact of contentment, 
pleasure, absence of pain, absence of effort, is of itself no proof 
of excellence. The more complex structure, it must be noted, 
is not iier se the higher, unless there is greater “ integration,” 
as well as greater differentiation.^ If the complexity be such 

’ Complexity in any case ia not the same thing as mere oompiioation. 
■Wlioii “ simpuficatios ” is accepted as an ideal, it must be clearly under- 
stood that simplification does not mean loss o£ organs. “ Simplification" 
i'j loally an ambiguous way of expressing greater integration ” as an 
ideal, bucause it may also mean degeneration. A concrete illustration 
may help us to seo more clearly the true relation of complexity to pro- 
gress. A man who can talk several languages with ease, who is well 
acq^uainted with history and literature, who has some knowledge of 

JI.B. I 
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tliat in no oonooivable conditions oonld the organism work 
wall, th« mors complex is not higher than the simpler. But 
the more complex structure which is capable of working better 
in suitable surroundings than the less complex may work 
worse in inferior surroundings ; and yet we should not be jus- 
tified in calling it ethically inferior, simply because of that 
want of adaptation. This is one way in which the defect of 
the strict Hedonist ethics becomes apparent. To the Hedonist 
the mere fact of contentment should be enough. Socrates dis- 
satisfied, however, is better, as J. S. Mill says, than the pig 
satisfied ; hut Socrates dissatisfied is nob the ideal. The want 
of adaptation and the conaeguent pain is a proof of imperfec- 
tion. The higher natures have always to suffer just because 
th^ are in advance of their surroundings.^ Bub for the future 
weU-hoing and bettor-being of society, even this suffering is to 
be preferred to an adaptation attaint by the sacrifice of any 
form of realisation of human faculty which is not incompatible 
with the general well-being of an improved sooiaty. Even a 
sufficient dole of bread all round would be dearly purchased at 
the cost of stopping the work of the savant and the artist. 
Those who try to live by bread alone will soon have to live on 
an inferior kind of bread. As I have tried to show in a pre- 
vious chapter, the only consistent assailants of civilisation are 
those who, like the Cynics, are deliberately prepared to go back 
to savagery ; end if they try to put their precepts into prao- 
tice, whether by using dynamite, or by refusing to submit to 
sanitary laws, civilised society must t^e the necessary mea- 
sures against them. 

seveital natcial scisnoes, who oan olimh monotauia, and rids, and taw, 
who can keep bis hesltb and vigour either in town or country— “an all- 
Mund mao,’* in fact— is a mote efi^oisnt person in every way than one 
who oen only get on in a particular groova But he who cct» get on in a 
paxtioQlar groove, though only in one, is more efficient than the person 
who knows several languages, hut cannot express himself intelligibly or 
eatiiy in any one of them, who can do many things, but does them all 
badly, etc. Dr. Johnson’s warning is always useful : " A man may be so 
mtwh of everything, that he is nothing of anything.” (Hence the sound- 
ness of tiie precept in learning— to aim at knowing everything about 
something, e^ something abont everything.) When we ask, not which 
in^vidual stands “higher,” bnt which socieiw, tiie problem is necessarily 
mubh mwe ewni^oatsd. 

^ Of omrsB^tiie lower natoreein a supeiior environment suffer alsa 
INrdsbment is me fom of that snl^iing. 
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In conclusion, there are two questions about “ natural rights” 
which might claim to be noticed. The first concerns a matter 
of scientific or theoretical convenience ; the second concerns a 
matter of practical or political convenience. (1) Ought a 
treatise on politics to begin with a statement of individual 
rights ? (2) Ought the constitution of a country to guarantee 
certain rights to its citizens, and to protect them from legisla- 
tive interference ? 

With regard to the first of these questions, I should only say 
that such a treatment presents some apparent logical advan- 
tages, but has the drawback of being chiefly associated with 
theories of Natural Law, which assume that we can formulate 
natural rights irrespective of, and prior to, any consideration ctf 
society. 

The second question is practically the question whether a 
rigid constitution, like the American, or a fluid constitution like 
our own, is preferable. Now that is a question which hardly 
admits of a general or abstract answer. In some cases a writ- 
ten constitution is an inevitable necessity. The stability of 
the Federal constitution of the United States has been of an 
undoubted advantage to that country ; in the reverence for its 
written constitution its citizens have found a safeguard against 
the instability that might have been expected to arise among 
a people whose independent history began in the violence of a 
revolutionary war and in a professed breach with the traditions 
of the past, and whose numbers are constantly being recruited 
by the fragments and separated atoms of alien societies. On 
the other hand, the rigidity of the oonstitution made a war 
necessary in order to get rid of the institution of davery, and 
of the idea that there was a “ right ” of secession. And it is 
possible that other questions may arise in which a conflict 
between modem needs and the theories of the eighteenth 
century about individual rights may prove harsher and more 
terrible because of the barriers placed in the way of change. 
With regard to the State constitutions in America, the jealousy 
of legislatures leads to the citizens every now and then 
making the attempt to legislate for themselves on minute 
points, the result being called a “ constitution.” This can only 
he regarded as a very clumsy method of legislation. A far 
better and safer way of guarding agaiost the recklessness or 
corruption of legislators is the Swiss device of the JBefermdtm 
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— to let the legislators do their -work, and then subject it as 
a 'whole to the approval of the electorate.^ 

In regard to some particular rights, as we shall see in the 
folio-wing chapters, something may be said for permanent and 
express guarantees such as we have not yet been accustomed 
to fed the need of in this country. 

i 

* The case for writlen constitutions and for the referendum is very 
lucidly aud ably argued in Dr. Charles Borgeaud’s work, Rtablissement 
et Revisions des Constitutions en Amirique et en JSuf'ope {Paris, 1893). 
Many of those, who in this country are most willing to adopt political in- 
novations, feel that the time has hardly yot come when it would be safe 
to crystallise our fluid constitution ; and oven the referendum might, if 
prematurely introduced, impede some salutaiy changes. The arguments 
for and against the referendum do not, however, belong to my present 
Buhjeeb. 
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I FBOFOSB, in this and the following chapters, applying the 
results now reached, to examine in detail the most prominent 
of those “ natural rights ” which have been claimed in the 
American and French declarations. In several of the Ameri- 
can State-constitutions are specially enumerated those “ of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, acquiring, possess- 
ing, and protecting property, and pursuing and obtaining 
safety and happmess.” 

Vrhe right of life or the right to life may reasonably be 
oc^dered first. Now, what does this mean ? (o) There is 
the animal instinct of self-preservation, which undoubtedly is 
“natural.” It represents a tendency which we may trace 
farther back even than the animal world, and may identify 
with the via inerttm of the physicist, with what Thomas 
Aquinas calls the tendency of every substance to seek the 
preservation of its own being, ^ with what Spinoza calls the 
conatits me conservandi? But what sense is there in calling 
this natural instinct a “ right ” ? If by natural rights be meant 
those rights which a well-constituted society ought to guar- 
antee to its members, then whether preservation of life is to 
be guaranteed or not must surely depend on whether the life is 
valuable to the society or injurious to it, or on whether, though 
not valuable, or even to some extent injurious, other considera- 
tions of general security, etc., make it expedient to give the 
preservation of such life the support of the organised force of 
the community. The natural instinct to preserve life is an 
instinct which may be furthered by reflection, and it may 
come to be thought a duty to preserve one’s life. But, on 
the other hand, the natur^ instinct may be overcome by 
reflection, and it may come to be thought a duty not to pre- 
serve life, or only a secondary duty, subordinate to others, 

‘ (SliWRWW, la 2se, qu. 94, ait. 2. » Eihkat HI., Prep. 7. 

us 
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Even apart from refleotion tlie instinct to preserve life often 
gives way before otber instincts, 6.g. tbe desire to preserve off- 
spring, or even the desire to gratify passion. 

The principle that there is an inalienable and imprescriptible 
right in all men to preserve their lives, however much social 
utility may demand the sacrifice of some lives — still more the 
principle that all sentient beings (for where among them are 
we to draw the line, if we once pass beyond the circle of 
human society ?) po.ssess such a right — would bring all regu- 
lated action to a standstill, and would lead to a rapid disap- 
pearance of the civilised men who adopted such a principle 
before barbarians who did not, or, if all mankind adopted it, to 
a disappearance of human beings before wild beasts. Re- 
stricted to human boings, the idea of such an inalienable 
natural right undoubtedly lies at the back of tbe objection to 
capital punishment, although the plea for its abolition is usually 
supported by utilitarian arguments, such as, that a convicted 
person may afterwards he discovered to be innocent and that 
therefore no penalty should be incapable of being reversed, etc. 
k Now, if the right to preserve life has any meaning, it must 
inolnde tbe right to defend life, and that may involve as a 
matter of necessity the right to take the life of othera (men or 
beasts). It is easy for the theoretical moralist to say that 
self-defence is justifiable, but that under no circumstances is 
aggression justifiable ; as a matter of fact, those who justify 
aggression among civilised communities justify it, as a rule, 
on the ground that what appears aggression is really, directly 
or indirectly, self-defenceA All preventive measures may be 
classed, by an unsympathetic onlooker, under the term 
aggression.” To he able to call a measure “ a measure of 
self-defence ” does not of itself prove that measure to be justifi- 
able, nor does oaUing it “ a measure of aggression ” of itself 
prove it unjustifiable. We must know vHmi. is being defended, 
and on wTiaf aggression is being made, before we can know 
whether the defence or the aggression is justifiable in the 
interests of some particular society, or of humanity as a whole, 
or of some important part of it. 

Now on the same general principle on which the man who 
is attacked may, with the conscience of the world approving 

e n, ME his assailant, if he has reasonable grounds for he- 
ving that so strong a measure is necessary for preserving 
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his own life — on the same principle an organised society 
may use the necessary force (which may include destruction of 
life) in order to secure its members against loss of their 
various guaranteed rights of life, liberty, security, etc. This 
will justify at least some wars, and the use of such penalties 
for tho punishment of offenders as will save the community 
from danger. If possible, punishment should aim at the 
restoration of the offender to the character of a good citizen ; 
but whether in any case that is possible or not, punishment 
must at least serve as a deterrent to other possible offenders, 
and it must keep the more dangerous criminal from doing 
further injury. Whether the punishment of death is necessary 
or not, and to what offences it should be limited, is thus a 
question of social expediency ; and among the elements that 
must be taken account of in determining this social expedi- 
ency, the prevalent opinion on the subject is an important 
factor which it is always unsafe to neglect. If there is a 
widespread horror of the infliction of the punishment of death 
for some offences or for aU, the legal enactment of the 
punishment may do more harm than good. When juries are 
induced to bring in a verdict of “ not guilty ” because, con- 
trajy to their sentiment, death is the penalty for the offence 
of which they really believe the accused to be guilty, society 
suffers by having a criminal let loose upon it, and by a 
weakening of the sense of responsibility on the part of those 
called to discharge a public duty. On the other hand, whereas 
to many sensitive and cultured natures a long term of im- 
prisonment may seem a much more terrible penalty than a 
quick and probably almost painless death, the popular senti- 
ment about death may make it expedient to retain the penalty 
for the gi'avest crimes, experience seeming to show that, if 
really enforced, it serves the purpose of a deterrent better than 
any other penalty. The growing attention paid to the element 
of heredity in the production of crime leads many persons to 
recognise that hereditary criminals should, if possible, be kept 
from propagating their undesirable qualities. This in some 
cases may reinforce the argument for tho death-penalty, es- 
pecially as life-long imprisonment is not only very cruel to 
the individual, but veiy costly to the community, it being 
impossible to make the labour of convicts profitable without 
competing in the labour market to the disadvantage of the 
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non-criminetl population. On the other hand the sense of the 
value of all life is on the whole a useful moral factor in 
society, and, wherever it seems safe to do so, the penalty of 
death may with some advantage be abolished. To put a 
human being to death means to give up the problem of 
making anything of him. Some criminals who have not com- 
mitted murder may be more dangerous than some who have, 
but the popular feeling about a fitness between penalty and 
offence may render it desirable to restrict the death-penalty to 
such oases, unless and until the popular sentiment can be 
altered. The murderer, provided that he be not an insane 
person afflicted with homicidal mania, is indeed less likely, if 
let loose on society, to repeat his offence than the thief, the 
forger, the person guilty of cruelty to children or of assaults on 
women ; and if the protection of society from those who have 
already committed crimes against it were the only matter to 
be considered, the penalty of death might seem quite un- 
reasonable as applied to the murderer alone. But the effect of 
the penalty as a deterrent to others is the more important 
matter, and the average sentiment on the subject is therefore 
of essential moment. As has frequently been pointed out, the 
chief or sole reason for visiting mnrder with a severer pemlty 
than any other crime, is to remove the inducement which the 
person committing any other offence (such as robbery or rape) 
might otherwise have to add murder to the crime already 
committed. If you hang for everything that moves your in- 
dignation. strongly, the criminal is tempted to get full value 
for the price he may have to pay, especially as murdered persons 
cannot appear as witnesses in court. The growth of a senti- 
ment against any use of the punishment of death was ohiefiy 
due to the reckless use of the penalty for offences of very 
different kinds. 

The individual has no inalienable right of preserving his 
life against the society which secures him from aggression. 
This is admitted, I believe, by all the theorists of natural 
right except anarchists. Ccmtinued obedience, including the 
acceptance of laws which in certain cases impose the penalty of 
dealdi, is indeed made conditional on the general secnxity and 
protection afforded by these laws. But what rights of self-pre- 
serrathm has the society itself? The necessity of a society's 
pcoaetving itself is, on -i&e principles of evolutionist utilitari- 
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anism, made the basis for those rights which the society as a 
whole has against its members — rights which might be called 
“ natural ” in the sense of being necessary to the existence of 
the society, but which are not usually called “ natural,” be- 
cause the theory of natural rights belongs to an individualistic 
type of thinking. On the other hand the right of the society 
as a whole to maintain its existence against rebels within it, or 
against the hostility of other societies, may be called “ natural,” 
m the sense of not depending upon any human institution. 
Such “ natural right,” however, as we have seen, is identical 
with might or forco. Even civilised nations are still to one 
another in Hobbes’s “ state of nature ” — a state of war miti- 
gated only by the growth of a certain international moral 
sentiment and the consequent observance of a certain code of 
honour, as it might be called, which, having a quasi-legal 
character, is termed International Law. The idea, however 
vague and ill-defined, of a community of civilised nations, and 
the stiU vaguer and less-defined idea of a possible community 
of all mankind, do give a certain rudimentary social meaning 
to the “ rights ” of political societies ; and it is a convention of 
International Law to treat each society which can manage to 
assert and maintain its independence as a unit which has a 
certain right of self-preservation. The point at whioh a group 
of rebels becomes a separate and independent State, or the point 
at which a revolutionary party becomes the dafoato government, 
are matters on which other nations may decide differently with- 
out necessarily contravening any principle of international law 
or morality. The existence of any particular social organism 
(either a political society or any other), not being of an abso- 
lute value, but simply a means towards the well-being of 
individuals,^ there can he no absolute moral right of self- 
preservation in a society against some higher or better type of 
society in which these individuals may be absorbed, or against 
the formation of more closely coherent and better societies out 
of an ill-compaeted unity. Thus we do not consider that 
humanity lost, but the reverse, by the absorption of Tuscany 
in Italy, or by the separation of Belgium from Holland. The 
right of se^-preseryation in a society is only valid against 
individuals who would break it up into mere o^os, not against 

* I emphasise the word “ partieolar,” hecaUse the existence of a aooial 
erganlsm of sotae kind is esgeutiel to the well-being of indiridtials, 



1S4 


THE EIGHT OP LIFE 


[CH. VI 

any batter form of society (■wbetber previously existing, or in 
process of formation) wbiob may take its place. "Where 
societies are in a process of transition, it may indeed be very 
difficult for individuals to decide where their strongest duty of 
allegiance lies; and in our historical judgments we are fre- 
quently compelled to give our warmest praise to some of those 
who from unselfish motives have been loyal to lost causes or to 
causes successful at the time, which we have come to consider 
mistaken. In judging about the value for mankind of revolu- 
tions, of secessions, of xmifioations, of annexations, we gain 
nothing in clearness of thinking, but the very reverse, by talk- 
ing about all nations or tribes as if their unity was of an abso- 
lute character, and as if the rights of such units as against one 
another had any existence except in the opinions of human 
beings, which opinions may change, although in regard to such 
matters historical prescription is one of the most important 
factors in keeping opinions uniform. Past history, or past 
tradition (belief is more important than fact in influencing 
popular sentiment), determines to a great extent what societies 
seem “ natm-al ” units with rights worth struggling for, and 
what societies do not.^ 

(6) tDoes the right to preserve one’s life imply the right to 
put an end to it ? If the right possessed by an individual over 
his own life is analogous to the right possessed by him over pro- 
perly, it might he argued that the right to retain implied the 
corresponding right to destroy. On the other side it might be 
urged that the destruction of life, by putting an end to all 
rights, contradicted the very idea of individnal rights (which 
are all based on the primary right to preserve life), and there- 
fore could not be one of them. Between these two abstract 
arguments I shall not attempt to decide. If, on the other 

^ Zn dealing 'mth the question o{ the right ol self-preservation, 1 have 
nnavoidahly been led to refer also to the right of liberty or indepeudenoe, 
It is one of the proofs of the abstraotness of the theory of natural rights, 
that it obliges ns to separate elements that are inseparable in fact. Tins 
is BA ohjectioii which applies, indeed, to every attempt to arrange human 
relationships under distlnotive categories, though h applies mnoh less to 
the i^roupisg of titem according to institutions, the family (or if that 
seems to assume a dsdnitetype of organisation, say the relations of the 
sexes and tine relation of parent and ol^d), industrial relations, etc., than 
to the gionping of filmm acooidlng to the recognised or aJlsged rights 
of individuals. 
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hand, self-preservation be regarded as a social the ques- 
tion -will still arise whether a life that is no longer of any 
utility to the community may not rightly be taken ; and if so, 
whether we may not say that the individual in question has a 
right to take it. Jt is clear, however, that, when we look at 
the matter from the social point of view, it must be the society 
and not the individual that ought to judge. Individuals who 
may feel their life a burden to themselves may still be capable 
of some social service ; and, if they were occupied in doing 
such service, would most probably feel their life less of a 
burden : while those who are of no social utility, and are, in 
fact, a burden to others, may not be inclined to remove them- 
selves^ Very different views have been held respecting 
suicide at different times ; and the tendency to seek refuge in 
death varies greatly among different races. The Christian 
Churches have universally condemned it in all circumstances ; 
hut popular sentiment among Christian nations has been ready 
to find excuses for it in certain oases. The conflict between 
law and sentiment in our own country leads to the customary 
verdict of “ temporary insanity ” wherever a plausible pretext 
can be found, and sometimes where it cannot. At the most, 
however, suicide is excused, but not approved. When a de- 
tected scoundrel takes his life in order to escape his trial or his 
punishment, people may agree with Aristotle ^ in calling the 
act the act of a coward, rather than of a brave man ; and yet 
there is often a feeling of relief at Ms disappearance, and 
sometimes even a qualified admiration for the relative courage 
of the act. The unsuccessful patriot, who kills himself to 
avoid dragging out a dishonoured existence, or in despair at 
the failure of the causa to wMch he had devoted Ms life, is 
looked on with admiration, in spite of the effect of Christian 
teaching. 3?Mlip Strozzi, who killed Mmself through fear that 
torture might extract from Mm revelations injurious to Ms 
friends, is said to have prayed that, if he must be damned, he 
might occupy the same part of hell with Cato,® In the case of 
some suicides, we blame social conditions rather than the indi- 
vidual ; a poem like Hood’s Bridge of Sighs represents a very 
widely diffused sentiment. 

|!Chomas Aquinas (Summa, 2a, 2®, qu. 64, art, 6) lays down 

* » m JKc.,nL7,§18. 

* Zieckjr, European Morals (ed. 8.), H. p. 66. 



126 THE RIGHT OF LIFE [cu. vi 

unequivocally that “to kill oaesell is altogether unlawful, for 
three reasons. First, because naturally everything loves itself, 
and consequently everything naturally preserves itself in 
being, and resists destroying agencies as much as it can. And 
therefore for any one to kill himself is against a natural incli- 
nation, and against the charity wherewith he ought to love 
himself. And, therefore, the kUling of oneself is always a 
mortal sin, as being against natural law and against charity. 
Secondly, because all that any part is, is of the whole. But 
every man is of the community ; and so what he is, is of the 
community ; hence, in killing himself he does an injury to the 
community. Thirdly, because life is a gift divinely bestowed 
on man, and subject to His power ‘ who killeth and maketh 
alive.’ And therefore he who takes his own life sins against 
God.’j 

The last of these arguments is identical with that used by 
Socrates in Plato’s Pheedo (62). The second is that of Aristotle 
in the fifth hook of the Ethics.^ The first, which Father Eiokaby 
(from whose translation I have quoted) considers “ perhaps the 
best of the three,” is the only one that turns on the idea of a 
Law of Nature. If there is any force in the argument, it seems 
equally applicable to all actions contrary to natural iuolination, 
and certainly to many ascetio practices and abstinences, which 
may be regarded as slow suicide, and which, so far from being 
condenmed by Catholic theologians, may even constitute a 
claim to saiutship. 

Sir Thomas More, who died for Ids constancy to the Roman 
Catholic faith, suggests in his Utopia the expediency, not 
merely of permitting, hut of recommending suicide to those 
suffering from incurable diseases; no suicides, however, are to 
receive honourable burial who have not received public 
authority for the act. Something like this suggestion of the 
was actually the custom in the Greek colony of Massilia 
(Marseilles). If a man wished to die, he must apply to the Six 
Hundred ; and if he made out a good case, he was allowed a dose 
of pOHOUi® Not a few physicians have felt the terrible cruelty 
of a moral code which makes it a positive duty on their part 
to prolong hopeless sufifering. Yet it is clearly a matter that 
cannot be left to individual responsibility. Would a lioeuse 
to die necessarily be a more injurious institution than “that 
^ m awe., V. ll, § 0. » Y^darias Maximus, JI. 0. 
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charitable perjury of juries ” (as Mir. Leoky calls it) to which 
we are aceustoiaed ? 

(c) p?he subject last discussed may suggest the question 
whether the right to life does not mean something more than 
the mere right to maintain life under certam conditions — a right 
which is fully secured to all inhabitants of the TInited King- 
dom by our Poor Laws. The American declarations speak of 
enjoying life ; and this implies an assertion of a natural right 
to a life worth living. But this includes all the other natural 
rights, and cannot, therefore, be discussed as a right by itself 
apart from them. As a matter of history, the demand to 
enjoy and defend life is simply part of the protest against 
arbitrary government j it is the demand to belong to a com- 
munity with responsible government. 

(d) .A very important, but often neglected question remains. 
Does the right to life include the right to be well-born ? — that 
is to say, the right to start with a hereditary equipment which 
at the least shall not foredoom its possessor to hopeless misery ? 
If this right is to be recognised, there must be a good deal of 
interference with some other alleged natural rights. 

When Eohespierre put forward his “Declaration of the 
Eights of Man ” in the Jacobin club, it was opposed by one 
member only, Boissel, who proposed in place of it another, 
which began : Les droits naturels des sansculottes consistent dans 
la faculU de se reproduire, de s’habiller, et de se nmirir. “ The 
natural rights of the nnbreeohed are to breed, to dress, and to 
feed.” This Declaration, we are told, was received with 
general laughter, and no one supported it.' The order in 
which these “ natural rights ” are stated corresponds on the 
whole to the order' in which the “proletariat,” true to the 
etymology of the word, exercise these “natural rights.” The 
precept “ to he fruilful and multiply ” is observed with very- 
little regard to the possibilities of food and clothing. The in- 
stinct of reproduction and the inatinot to obtain food are the 
primary “ natural” inatiaots of ell animals ; the desire for cloth- 
ing among human animals, iusu££oiently covered by Nature, 
may be regarded as having developed out of the natural impulse 
to seek shelter, except where, as in warm climates, it exists 
under “ natural ” cmaditiona simply as the desire for ornament or 

* Bavergierde Haoraima, Mtstoire du gowemement parlemmtaire,L 
^. 277 . 
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from ideas about deoeuoy. In such a statement of natural 
riglita there is certainly no “ sacrifice of the natural rights of 
living people to a superstition about the effect on posterity.” ^ 
Posterity is provided with life ; but there is no regard paid to 
the quality of the life bestowed on those who have never been 
consulted. Might it not be argued that, as children have no 
voice in choosing their parents, those who are called into 
existence without their own consent should have such a life 
secured to them that they would have consented to accept it 
had it been possible to consult them? Such an argument 
however strange it may seem, is of the very same kind with 
the argument that a government, if it is to be obeyed, must 
either have been consented to by the subjects, or be such as 
they would have consented to. Both arguments, it may well 
he said, refute themselves by being unworkable. Obedience 
cannot depend merely on consent ; else every government, and 
the coherence of every political society, would be perpetually 
at the mercy of every discontented or disorderly individual, 
A libei'wm veto in the hands of every citizen would produce 
anarchy more surely even than did the liberum veto of the 
Polish aristocracy. Similarly, no araelioraiionB of the evils of 
human life, that we can conceive of in this world, will ever 
prevent some of the children of men from uttering, in the 
bitterness of their soul, the wish that they had never been born, 
A society of sincere and consistent pessimists, if such persons 
exist, and if a society of them could exist, might decide that 
the gift of life was not worth handing on ; but such a society 
would thereby rapidly become extinct. The inevitable work- 
ing of natural selection determines that those who, bhndly or 
knowingly, believe in the worth of life must always supplant 
those who, wisely or foolishly, disbelieve in it. The creed of 

* In Hs exposition of No-tnral Law, Prof. Lorimeir lays down that 
** the light to be involves the right to reproduce and multiply our being 
hut at the end of the paragraph whioli expounds this natural right, we 
are told that A man who cannot bestow a human education on his 
ehildren has no more natural right to marry than a man who cannot 
beget them ” tfiisHtuiea of Loio, pp. 176, 177.) What is the good of 
declaring rights one moment and revoking them the next ? Bat this is 
what has to he constantly done by the theorists of natural rights, when 
th$y are not anarchists. And when they are anarchists, the nngratified 
BBtnrsl rights of every one land us very soon in the iellvm omnium 
e/mtra omnss. 
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pessimism by its very nature oauuot prevail ; it can never be 
anything but a “ bye-prorluot ” of growing reflectiveness. But 
the growth of reflectiveness, and of imaginative sympathy, 
must make one generation take thought for those who are 
to come after. Yot those who denounce the wickedness of the 
rulers of mankind in the past, and those who treat the question 
of political obedience in the anarchical fashion to which I 
have just referred, are often veiy ready in their turn to dis- 
regard the interests of posterity, and even to proclaim such 
disregard as a part of the natural rights of those now 
living. 

It may be objected that any attempt to establish the right 
of the unbom is hopeless, because the very last thing to which 
human beings will submit is interference in suoh a matter as 
sexual relations. The objection is false as to fact. At the 
present time the vast majority of people in every orderly 
society do submit to a great number of “ interferences ” of 
custom and of law. Even amongst savage tribes there are 
some set prohibitions as to marriage, rigidly observed. Among 
ourselves, and in kindred societies, over and above the legal 
preference given to monogamy, the exclusion of marriages 
within certain prohibited degrees, the penalties attached to 
certain sexual acts, and, in addition to legal enactments, the 
sentiments which are connected with what the law allows 
and forbids, we have, especially among the upper and middle 
classes, a whole series of interferences on the part of ** society ” 
with the freedom of iadividuals — ^interferences expressly in- 
tended to check the “ natural ” consequences of “ natural ” 
instincts. The social prohibition of what are considered “ un- 
suitable ” marriages is a very strong one, and interferes greatly 
with the operation of natural and sexual selection, A great 
deal of what is often blamed as the selfishness and worldly 
ambition and money-grubbing of the middle class is the out- 
come, not of direct individual selfishness at all, but of a 
highly-developed feeding of responsibility towards offspring. 
The pity of it is that so much of the suffering and sacrifice 
of individual happiness, caused by the social or parental pro- 
hibition of an imprudent or an unsuitable marriage, does 
nothing to improve the character of the race, and is often, 
directly injurious. But the moral pressure exerted in behalf 
of an impetfect or false idea is a sufficient proof of what a 
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ifliore enlightened puhHo sentiment conld do in the way of 
direct or indirect control of parentage. Wherever the stan- 
dard of living rises, and a greater security of economic 
condition is attained, the “ virtues ” of the middle class are 
assimilated ; the most improvident, as might be expected, are 
those whose economic condition is the most uncertain. The 
children of the alums marry, or at least produce offspring, too 
early ; among the dwellers in villas marriage is frequently 
postponed too long for the physical and moral well-being, both 
of the persons direotly concerned and of their offspring. In 
this bourgeois prudence, considerations of health occupy a 
very minor place. The practice of life-insurance serves, among 
the men at least, to introduce a certain minimum standard of 
fitness ; and business success is, of course, some test of a certain 
degree of vigour — a teat that again applies to the men only. 
But natural selection in this matter operates under great 
limitations ; the value of “ ability to marry ” as a test of fit- 
ness for parentage is vitiated by the inheritance of property, 
and sexual selection, so far as it operates freely within the limits 
of persons considered “eligible,” only excludes some of the 
extremer oases of physical unfitness. Now, is it quite vision- 
ary to suppose that, at least among those persons who exercise 
this aristocratic and bourgeois virtue of prudential forethought, 
the meaning of m4saUiance and of unsuitability might come to 
be altered, and that cancer, insanity, consumption might he 
substituted as impediments to marriage for a deficiency of 
quartarings, a grandfather in retail trade, or (most usually 
now) a grandfather who did not leave behind him a sufficient 
sum of money, however acquired? 

But no alteration in the implications of parental prudence 
will affect those whose economic condition is the worst. A 
general improvement in economic conditions would, of course, 
mean a higher standard of living. But unldl that is brought 
about, the deterioration of tho race goes on unoheoked. The 
famines and pestilences of ruder stages of society exercised a 
severe natural selection by killing off those least fit for the 
struggle. But sanitation and philanthropy have checked the 
ravages of the most deadly of these pestilences, and, although 
there maybe great want and suffering, deaths firom starvation 
are ram It is true that natural selection still works with 
druel license among the children of the poor : so that in the 
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lowest economic stratum there is more selection of children 
than among the middle class, while there is less check on the 
instinct of propagation. If the children of the proletariat 
were better cared for by the community, the check of natural 
selection would cease ; and it has been very seriously argued 
that free education, if supplemented by free food and free 
medical attendance, would simply tend to increase the physical 
deterioration of the race by removing natural selection, and 
at the same time to increase population by removing such 
prudential checks as may now operate to some extent among 
those who are not in the very lowest depths of hopelessness. 
This argument contains a certain element of fallacy : for any- 
thing that helped to give the new generation a lift up in 
respect of proper nourishment, intelligence, and standard of 
comfort, might do more than counterbalance any weakening 
of the almost non-existent sense of parental responsibility, 
which, when it is roused, works so often at present in wrong 
directions. But the argument contains this important truth, 
which those who use it and those against whom it is used are 
alike slow to recognise — that the assumption of responsibility 
on the part of the community towards the children of the 
community points logically to the assumption by the com- 
munity of some control over the existence of these children. 
Those who may become parente cannot be indefinitely relieved 
of responsibility ; if they are relieved of it in one direction, 
they must be made to feel it in another. If the State (i,e, the 
community) should ever come to guarantee to every citizen, 
not a bare minimum of subsistence, but a fairly comfortable 
subsistence, requiring the necessary amount of work from 
every one capable of it, the State must take precautions to 
ensure that the number of inoapables shall be as small as 
possible; in other words, if the State becomes a general 
employment agency and insurance company, it must exercise 
the same kind of prudence which such societies have to 
exercise at present. If it does not, the quality of its citizens 
must deteriorate, and the conditions of work lor those who can 
work will become more unpleasant, or else there must be a 
continual degeneration towards a lower and lower scale of 
existence, till the society siaks into barbarism, or falls a prey 
to some stronger community, which, either through remaining 
more under the sway of natursd selection, or through having 
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adopted some system of rational seleotion, has not entered on 
the campaign with an army of hereditary wastrels, 

Many persons are ready to accept the idea of responsibility 
towards the unborn, but not to accept the idea of State-inter- 
ference in the matter. Such things, they say, must be left to 
the conscience of the individual ; the family is a sphere too 
sacred for legal interference. Uufortunately for this argument, 
the State has already interfered with a great many of the 
institutions of the patriarchal family. The paterfamilias can 
no longer chastise his wife or even his children according to 
his own irresponsible judicial decisions; he can no longer 
decide whether they shall have any education or none ; he can 
no longer hold his house as a castle against the sanitary in- 
spector. The law, as 1 have already pointed out, decides that 
certain marriages are unlawful, and consequently that certain 
children ate illegitimate. How if the meaning of illegitimacy 
were to be changed ? or, if that suggestion sounds too startling, 
how if it were to he enlarged ? The fatal defect of trusting to 
private prudence and conscientiousness is that it operates least 
just where it is moat wanted ; the prudent and oonsoientioua 
therefore increase in a smaller ratio than the imprudent and 
careless. In a democratic community, or, indeed, in any 
communily, a large amount of public sentiment on the subject 
would be necessary to carry a law enforcing a health-certificate 
as a requisite for lawful parentage, or to make the law effective 
if it were carried ; but that does no* prove that the reform 
could operate without the law. A law is the judgment of the 
people when sober, and it serves as a check on what they 
might do when drunk with passion. A law against bigamy 
does not absolutely prevent bigamy, but it diminishes the 
mmber of bigamists. 

The view of criminality as to a great extent of the nature 
of disease is a strong argument for certain punishments which 
at first sight it might seem to condemn. The criminal who is 
put to death, or who receives a very long sentence of imprison- 
ment, is, at least, prevented from propagating his species.^ 


^ tQie ferocious penalties enforced till lately under the criuunal law 
produced a teaotion against all corporal punishment, a reaction which 
Smne legal reformers & 0 I has now gone too far. l!he makittg of eunnohs 
Ihr masons of luxury, or jetdousy, has caused the idea of sterilisation to 
seem repuMvBtSO thatadefender of 4nf»ta7«' JSi^hts,like Mr. Salt (p. 41), 
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There is another aspect of this qitestion of the right of the 
unborn. As I have said, we cannot separate the discussion of 
each “ natural ” right from the others. The question of the 
equality of the sexes is very constantly treated as if it stood hy 
itself, and could he settled on its own merits. Supposing all 
occupations opened to women, and women put on a footing of 
equality with men so far as legal and political rights (and so 
far as legal and political responsibilities — for that also would 
follow) are concerned, a little thinking wiU show that the 
avemije woman would always be at an economic disadvantage 
in competition with the average man (I am not dealing with 
cases of exceptional ability), because of the interruption 
caused to her work by the bearing and rearing of children. 
And in the interests of the children to be bom, that interrup- 
tion ought to be much greater than it is at present in the lives 
of women who are wage-earners. The average man at present 
works for such wages as will support himself, a wife and 
children ; the average woman, for what will support herself 
alone, and generally on a lower scale of expenditure than the 
man. The man “ without encumbrances ” gets the economic 
advantage of the standard set by the average man. The 
woman with encumbrances gets the economic disadvantage of 
the standard set by her unencumbered sisters, who are often 
moreover partially supported by relatives or in other ways. 
In addition to this we must add the fact, that in many pur- 
suits the woman worker is apt to be less valuable than the 
man, because marriage takes her away from her work just 
when she has learnt it thoroughly, while marriage gives the 
man a stronger inducemont to continue and improve. Seeing 
this, some women are far-sighted enough to urge that their 
services as mothers should be taken into account by the 
community, which conld not oontinne to exist without such 
services. If, however, maternity is to be regarded as a public 
service, and rewarded as such, the community must, in its own 
interests, take care that it receives a due equivalent for its 

sugge&ts that even the mutilation of domestic animals “ could scarceljr 
survive the critical ordeal of thought." But when we consider the 
numerous cases of semi-imhooiles who are found guilty of certain, crimes, 
is not the question worth askmg whether (at least, for any repetition of 
the offenne) a surgical operation would not be a more beneficent and 
mote socially useful penalty than a very long sentence of imprison- 
ment? 
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expenditure. "Whon the compulsory military service, 'wLicli 
is normal in many countries, and may Ido required in all, is 
urged as an argument for the political privileges of men in 
distinction from women, the advocates of “ women’s rights ” 
ask, with considerable relevancy, “ "Where would your soldiers 
be without mothers ? ” The defect in this retort is that it over- 
looks the fact that the Stale does not support any and every 
male as a soldier ; a certain minimum of fitness is required. 
The State must similarly reject those would-be mothers who 
are physically or morally unfit. To burden the State with 
paupers and imbeciles is the reverse of a public service, and 
should certainly not be rewarded as such. 



OHAPTEE Vn 

THE HIGIIT OP liberty: LIBERTY OP THOUGHT 

Next lo tho righl of life is generally named the right of 
“ liberty," and to many persons this seems the primary and 
most essential right of all.^ As many crimes have been done 
in the name of Liberty (and a still greater amount of nonsense 
talked in the name of Liberty), there are some -who think they 
gain a point or two by substituting the Saxon term “ Eree- • 
dom.” Liberty, it is admitted, is something French, foolish 
and frivolous. Freedom is English, solid and sensible, if just 
a trifle dull. Any such distinction is mere playing with 
words ; it matters not whether we choose to take the Eomance 
or the Teutonic term between which our conveniently compo- 
site language offers us the alternative. John Locke writes 
indifferently of “ natural liberty " and of “freedom." I have 
shown sufficiently in Chapter t. that we cannot shuffle off 
upon French fanatics the sole responsibility of having pro- 
claimed, even in the most extreme forms, the natural rights 
of liberty, etc. The same ambiguities lurk in the one term 
and in the other. "Whether any one demands the liberty to 
do something, or asks to be left free to do something, he is 
making the some sort of claim ; and if he supposes that for 
liberty os such, or for freedom as such, there is any a priori 

^ In a work entitled The Natural Right to Freedom, by Mr. M. B. O’Briesn 
(recently published ; no date), 1 bad hoped to find a i-easoned statement 
of the Individualifat theory. But, save for some fragments of Btoic 
moralising, I have found nothing except vituperation, misprints, and 
bad grammar. Of tbo vituperation I am one of the objects ; but in the 
, distinguished, if somewhat oddly assorted, company of Biofessor Mint, 
Sir J. !P. Stephen, M. Zola, and Walt Whitman. Mr. O'Brien's 
vituperation of myself and my arguments I do not in the least object, 
but I do object to having put in my mouth, and in that of Tacitus, such on 
atrocious piece of individualist Latin as “ Prindpis mortdlis, republida 
oetema" (p. 81). Mr, O’Brien would seem to claim a natural right to 
freedom from the rnl^ of grammar, as well as from the authority of 
civilised society. 


19S 
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justification as against the claims oi “ restraint ” as such, ox 
“interference” as such, lie has become a prey to the old 
fallacy which consists in taking relative terms as absolute. 
The modem reader of Plato’s Euthyd&mus is apt to dismiss the 
oaptious puzzles of the old Sophists with a superior smile, 
saying, “Such things belong to a very childish stage in 
human thought.” ’When Euthydemus argues that my father, 
because he ^s a father, is also the father of all other men, and 
also of all gudgeons and puppies and pigs ; and when Diony- 
sodorus reverses the position, and argues that Otesippus’s dog, 
because a father, is the father of Otesippus himself,^ the 
reasoning is so ridiculous, if one may say so, that it hardly 
raises a laugh. But a great many arguments based upon the 
appeal to “ freedom ” are arguments of the same kind, though 
the fallacy is more deeply hid, since “ freedom ” is not on the 
face of it a relative term in the same way that “ father ” is. 
If I caU a person “more learned,” the question at once 
suggests itself : “ More learned than who ? ” But when a 
person is called “learned,” or “prudent,” or “sane,” or 
“honest,” the question is not always asked: “By what 
standard ? ” Yet that is a very important question to ask. 
A tall Esquimau would be a short Englishman ; and a learned 
pig would be ignorant for a Justice of the Peace. The 
relativity of the term “ drank ” has frequently come before 
the notice of the law courts. The definition of drunk as “ not 
capable of lying on the ground without holding on ” would not 
satisfy a “ total abstainer.” Now the term “ free ” is more 
obviously relative than some of these terms. Not only, like 
all adjectives of quality, does “ free ” imply some standard by 
which it can be measured — a free man, under the despotism 
of Nero or Domitian, would hardly be accounted free by those 
who looked back on the Bepubiio — ^but the very word ought 
to suggest the incompleteness of the description, till we know 
from what a person is free, or what he possesses the liberty 
io do. 

The editor of Sir George Oornewall Lewis’s excellent little 
book on the Use and Abuse of Political Trnns — Sir B. K. "WiL- 
eon*— quotes from a speech, so far as ha can remember, of Idr, 

* P. JSl, note, t tiave ttot followed Sir E» K, Wilsoa’s commentary on 
tha pluasss in every respect, tUongh I am greatly indebted to it. 
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Joseph Ohamberlain, in which an “ advanced ” political pro- 
gramme was pnt forward under the phrases “ free land, free 
labour, free religion, and free schools.” If this combination of 
words was not actually used by the orator to whom it is as- 
cribed, it is likely enough to have been used by somebody else 
in the days when the creed of “ Advanced Liberals " was manu- 
factured at Birmingham. The adjective “ free ” in each of these 
cases is meant to commend the policy advocated to the minds 
of the party of “ freedom.” But what confusion of thor^ht 
that little word conceals ! By “ free land ” is meant appar- 
ently any measures which would facilitate the legal transfer of 
land; and among such measures one of the most effectual 
would be an interference with the “ freedom ” of bequest, and 
with the “liberty” of landowners to tie up real property. 
“Free labour” — well, what does that mean? In more recent 
years it would probably mean the putting of restraint upon 
trade-unions in their interference with the employment of non- 
union men.^ In earlier times, in many lands, it would have 
meant the abolition of slavery, or the removal of restrictions 
which hindered the migration of workmen from one district to 
another, Sir E. K, Wilson suggests that it may moan “ the 
repeal of aU laws for pitnishiug manual labourers as criminals 
for mere breaches of contract,” or “ a shortening of the hours 
of labour by means of legal restrictions on the freedom of con- 
tract.” I give up the problem of what it meant as originally 
used. “ Free religion ” might mean freedom from legal and 
political disabilities on the ground of religious opinion, and the 
legal right of every citizen to worship Q-od in his own fashion : 
in the mouth of some ecclesiastics it would mean the liberty of 
one Church to restrain all other forms of religion, and its ex- 
emption from any responsibility to the civU courts, in all those 
matters in which it did not choose to be responsible. As used 
at Birmingham, however, the words would only mean the 
disestablishment and disendowment of State Churches, i.e. an 
extensive interference on the part of the State with the pro- 
perty of various corporations (sole and aggregate), and the 
abolition of all legal provision of free, ie. gratnitons, religions 
teaching and worship. “Free schools ” means the institution 
of gratuitous teaching at the cost of the nation ; so that the 

* Cf. the phrase about eveiy man’s right to do what he likes with his 
labour, quoted p. 16 above, 
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■word “ free ” in these two last formulse has exactly opposite 
meanings. 

It would he easy to multiply examples of the ambiguities of 
the words “ liberty” and “freedom.” “ A free monarchy” to 
Bacon and to King James meant an absolute monarchy, so 
that “ a free monarchy ” is incompatible with what we call 
“ free government.” The “ liberties ” of corporations, classes, 
or individuals, mean their special privileges, and thus involve 
considerable interference with the “ liberty ” of the non- 
privileged. “ Broedom of contract ” may result in a practical 
bondage of one of the parties to the other. A “ Free Church ” 
may allow less “ liberty of thought ” than Churches which are 
not “ liberated ” from the State.^ Where Bishop Burnet wrote, 
“ The Earl of Argyle was free of all scandalous vices,” Dean 
Swift, in correction or malignity, wrote on the margin, “ As a 
man is free of a corporation, he means.” The last example 
suggests forcibly what is perhaps the most important of all the 
differences in the signification of the term “ liberty ” — the 
difference, namely, between negative and positive liberty. |Ne- 
gative liberty means simply “ being let alone.” Whether that 
is a good or a bad thing in itself is a perfectly useless question to 
discuss. It is (to adapt an illustration of Sir James Stephen’s) 
just like asking whether a hole is a good thing in itself.® 1 All 
depends on what the hole is made in, and on what you want to 
put into the hole. hole in my coat is useful, if it is a button- 
hole or the place my arm has to go through ; but a hole in the 
wrong place is not desirable. And so it is with liberty in the 
merely negative sense of non-interference, /We must know 
who or what is being left alone, on what occasions, in what 
places, and who it is that is lea'ving any one alone, before we 
can profitably discuss the good or e'vil of freedom./ |To give a 
baby its freedom on the verge of a precipice and to attempt to 
supervise every act of grown men are both foolish and culp- 
able proceedings. When people praise liberty, it may simply 
be a way of expressing their strong detestation of some partio- 
tdar form of restraint ; hut more oftrai, there is implied also in 
■&e praise the ideal of some positive powers of doing something 
which they condda: worth doing.* | Positive or red liberty, as 

‘ Of, liejkiw, p. 220. 

* C£ Liberig, Eptaliiy, Fraternity (Ed. 2), p. 197, 

» Of. T, H, Greett, HI, p. 371. 
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we might call it, to distinguish it ftom the negative or merely 
formal liberty of being let alone, means the opportunity or 
capacity of doing something.! Such liberty is, in its turn, 
good or bad according as the things which can be done are 
good or bad. That there is a natural right to liberty might be 
understood to mean (in accordance with the sense of “ natural ” 
explained above, p, 76) that every well-rogulated society ought 
to secure to all its members, so far as possible, the opportunity 
of developing their various natural (ie. inherited) gifts and 
powers so far as they can without detriment to one another 
or to the well-being of the society as a whole. 

But this positive and'qualiiied meaning of liberty has not 
always been recognised as clearly distinguished from the mere 
negative sense of being let alone ; nor is it always realised how 
very much any real positive liberty depends upon the existence 
of elaborate social arrangements, and on a strong and stable 
government. In this country no one is hindered by law from 
reading all the works of Mr. Herbert Spencer. That is negative 
liberty. But if a man cannot read at all, or if he can read but 
has not any money to spare for the purpose of buying so many 
volumes, or if he has no access to any public library, or if the 
managers of any library to which he has access refuse to permit 
such works on their shelves, or if, having access to them, he has 
no leisure iu which to read them, or if he has not had such an 
education as enables him to understand what he reads, he cannot 
be said to get much good out of the fact that the law of the land 
does not prohibit him from reading Mr. Spencer's works. Thus, 
in order that the great mass of the inhabitants of this country 
should really enjoy the privilege of appreciating the philosophi- 
cal basis on which Mr. Spencer founds his objections to State 
education, State libraries, and all such forms of interference 
with individual liberty, it is necessary that such forms of 
State interference with individual liberty — and a good many 
othei’s — should be in active operation ; at least experience has 
not yet shown us any instance in which opportunities of 
culture have been accessible to all, or nearly all, the inhabi- 
tants of densely populated countries without soma such inter- 
ference with the liberty of being ignorant, the liberty of 
keeping children ignorant, the liberty of working for excessive 
hours, and other individual Uherties of that kind. 

' Thus, liberty in the sense of positive opportunity for self- 
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development, is th.e creation of law, and not something that 
could exist apart from the action of the State. It is, indeed, 
conceivc^le that at least in small communities the pressure of 
public opinion alone might 8ufQ.ce to keep up a strong sense of 
parental responsibility in the matter of education, and a stan- 
dard of living which would ensure among other things a fair 
amount of leisure. But, where any approximation to such con- 
ditions has existed, it will be found that a Church not tolerating 
nonconformity bos practically exercised effective compulsory 
powers, backed by sanctions such as excommunication, for 
which an equivalent can only be found in State-enforced penal- 
ties when the Church ceases to be identical with the civil com- 
munity, and when citizens may belong to other religious bodies, 
or to none at all. Even in such oases of ecclesiastical, or, one 
might say, theocratic compulsion, the sword of the civil magis- 
trate has generally been at the service of the Church. Scot- 
land and the New England colonies in the seventeenth and 
early part of the eighteenth centuries might he cited as ex- 
amples of countries where illiteracy was exceptional before 
Compulsory Education Acts— in the modem sense — had been 
passed ; but a powerful Purifain clergy enforced reading-lessons 
on their flocks with the same stringency they would have used 
to prohibit the teaching of such doctrines as those of Mr, 
Spencer. The only alternative to the penalties enforced by the 
law courts are the often more terrible penalties of religious 
excommunication enforced by an exolnsive and necessarily in- 
tolerant Church, or of a “ boycott" enforced by some irrespon- 
sible association, too much believed in or too much feared to 
be lightly disobeyed. Most persons who oare for liberty — in 
the sense in which alone it is worth caring for, i.e. opportunities 
of self-development — will prefer the compulsion enforced by a 
State in which the whole community is in some way repre- 
sented, and which is strong enough to secure toleration for 
those who dissent from the prevailing religion or who dread 
the arbitrary edicts of private associations or secret societies. 

The American Declarations of Rights have contented them- 
selves with claiming the natural right to liberty, but with more 
prttdenea than respect for logic have abstained from giving 
, any definition of the term ; * the attempt might possibly 

: I Sere is a elismimg aieolmeu ot the casuistry to which the doctrine 
nt a right <(rf Uherty may lead. In a ease arising out of the South 
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have led to some awkward and premaUire difiPereucos between 
the northern and the southern States. The French Declaration 
of 1789 (prefixed to the Constitution of 1791) seriously grapples 
with the difficulty. “ Liberty,” according to its fourth article, 
** consists in the power to do everything that does not injure 
another ; thus the exercise of the natural rights of every man 
has no limits except those which assure to the other members 
of the society the enjoyment of these same rights.” The cor- 
responding article in the Declaration of 1793 has its first clause 
almost identical with the words used in the Declaration of 
1789 : " Liberty is the power which belongs to man of doing 
everything that does not injure the rights of another.” What 
follows is a somewhat rhetorical flourish : “ Nature is its prin- 
ciple, justice its rule, the law its safeguard : its moral limit is 
to be found in the maxim, Do noi do to another what thou 
wonldest noi have done to thyself" — the negative side of an 
ancient and venerable moral precept. Mr. Herbert Spencer 
enunciates the “formula of justice” in very similar terms; 
“ Every man is flee to do that which he wills, provided he 
infl'inges not the equal freedom of any other man ” (jMSh'ce, p. 
46). Mr. Spencer tells us that “ for more than thirty years ” 
he supposed that he was “ the first to recognise the law of 
equal fleedom as being that in which justice, as variously ex- 
emplified in the concrete, is summed up in the abstract." At 
length he has learned that Eant had said something similar. 
In a translation of Kant’s PhMoaophy of Law, he finds these 


Caxolina liquor law, which prohibits &e sale of alcoholic drinks except 
in State dispensaries, Judge J. H. Hudson, "the ablest of South Carolina’s 
eight judges " {I quote from the Boston Transcript of July 11, 1888), laid 
down that the law was unconstitutional, because it deprived the people 
of the right to pursue a lucrative branch of trade, and gave the State a 
monopDly therein ; hut that it would be lawful to prohibit the sale of in- 
toxicating liquors altogethor. Thus, apparently, the individual has a 
natural right to sell drink, but no natural right to get it I It is only in 
a very commercial eommanity- that the right of selling could seem more 
primaiy and fundamental than the right of using the article sold; but to 
regard it as more "natural” is stranger still. As the South Carolina 
liquor law has been enforced, *.e. has caused riots quite recently, I fancy 
that Judge J. H. Hudson’s decision must have been overruled, on equally 
plausible grounds doubtless. 

Since writing the foregoing note 1 see that the Supreme Court of South 
Carolina has decided that the liquor *aw is unoonstitutiontl) whether on 
Judge Hudson’s grounds or not I do not know. 
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"words : “ The universal Law of Eight may be expressed thus ; 

‘ A.ct externally in such a manner that the free exercise of thy 
■will may be able to co-exist with the freedom of all others, 
according to a universal Law.’ ” ^ (See Mr. Spencer’s Justice, 
pp. 263, 264:.) Kant’s RecTitslehre, it may be observed, was first 
published in 1797 (or, rather, in the latter part of 1796). Mr. 
Spencer apparently has not yet heard of the still earlier anti- 
cipation of his own formula in the French Declarations, nor of 
the deduction from a more ancient maxim introduced in one of 
them. “ The Golden Eule,” of course, in its jiositioe form is a 
maxim of Benevolence rather than a maxim of Justice, and it 
is only the negative side of it which has any proper place in a 
formula of Justice to be used as a principle of legislation. 

AH these formulae of Justice or definitions of liberty, it 
should be noted, bring in the conception of equality as well as 
that of liberty. As I have already pointed out, we cannot 
keep the several alleged natui'al rights apart from one an- 
other. At first sight, Mr. Spencer’s phraseology may seem 
the simplest and the moat distinct. Liberty is taken to mean 
doing what one wills ” ; but the right of doing what one 
wills is limited by the equal freedom of everybody else. The 
formula obviously implies a manner of thinking about human 
action analogous to that which underlies a very common ver- 
sion of the Social Contract theory. Every indmdual human 
being (I assume that Mr. Spencer means " man ” to be con- 
strued as of common gender) is thought of as having in himself 
a right to do anything he likes ; but as every one has the same 
right, the various absolute rights conflict and make a war of 
all against all, except for the Social Contract which sets limits 
to the tights of each. The Social Contract theory may how- 
ever be used, as it is by Hobbes, to solve the difficulty about 
rights, by denying what are commonly called natural rights 
(though not what Hobbes himself would call rights according 
to the law of nature) altogether ; it may be used, as it is used 
by Ijocke, to modify somewhat seriously some of the alleged 
natural rights. According to Mr. Spencer’s "view of Justice, 
tMs principle of equal liberty is an absolute principle which no 
convention or law can rightly abolish or destroy, and which 
can always be appealed to for the criticism of positive institu- 

* Itastie’s Slant’s BMlosephy of Zaio, p. 46; Kant, Werke (ad. Bosen- 
knuas),]X p. 88. 
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tions. "We must think of the formula as a principle underlying 
any possible social contract, and not as resulting from it. 
Now let us see what it means, and what help we can get from 
it, in settling practical difficulties. People will generally ad- 
mit that they wish to do what is just ; hut what is just in any 
particular case is often the very thing in dispute. And it 
would indeed be a great help if we had a formula applicable 
to all cases. 

At the first glance this formula of justice seems to offer me 
a most charming license. I may do anything whatever that 
I like — except — “ Ay, there’s the rub.” il must leave “ eijual 
freedom ” to everybody else. Now, what is egwaZ freedom ? 
Have I no right to stand up and speak at a meeting unless 
everybody else may also stand up and speak at the same time ? 
If others are prevented, they are certainly deprived of their 
equal freedom ; if they are not, it would be rather awkward 
to be the chairman of that meeting — if, indeed, the formula 
of justice allows any one to be chairman without everybody 
being chairman. THs last illustration will suggest the obvious 
and reasonable solution. Why is any one allowed to stand up 
and speak at a meeting at all ? Why is any one allowed to 
sit in the chair aSd regulate the proceedings ? Is it in virtue 
of any a priori principle of natural justice or equal freedom, 
and not simply and solely because the persons attending the 
meeting find it convenient to make or to follow certain con- 
ventions as to the conduct of business ? Anybody’s “ right ” 
to do or say anything is derived entirely from the consent of 
the society of persons forming the meeting ; there is no such 
right in any one prior to, and independent of, the society in 
question. A public meeting is indeed a very temporary type 
of society; and if it were not for the traditions and conven- 
tions inherited by one meeting from others, or from the pro- 
cedure of assemblies of a more permanent kind, public meet- 
ings would always be more chaotic than they sometimes are. 

It may be objected that I am quibbling with Mr. Spencer’s 
formula ; and that by equal freedom is meant, not necessarily 
the right to do exactly the same thing at the same moment 
in the same place, but only the right to do similar things 
at the same moment in the same place, or to do the same 
thing at different times and in different places. My right 
to stand up and speak at a meeting depends on the right 
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of other people to stand up and spoak after me, and on 
other people’s rights to hold other meetings at different 
places, and so on. But suppose I am speaking at the 
most advantageous time and m the most convenient place, 
the other people "who only get the right of speaking at 
the inferior times and places are deprived of their eqiial 
freedom. And, even among the persons present at one meet- 
ing, can it he said that no one has a right to speak at all, 
unless every one has a right to speak afterwards ? Meetings 
would be more terrible ordeals even than they are now, if 
there was a natural and indefeasible right in everybody to 
bore everybody else. Whether anybody is allowed to speak 
at all, how long he may speak, and how many people may 
speak — all depend ultimately on the willingness of the audience 
to hear them. But, it will be said, can you not appeal to 
the sense of justice in a meeting in order to get a hearing ? 
Undoubtedly. But why ? It is because the persons are ac- 
customed to certain modes of conducting meetings which have 
gradually grown up under the shelter of firm government 
and stable social order. These modes may vary, and one or 
another be adopted according to the particular purpose for 
which the meeting is held. People may have come together 
simply to listen to a lecture : nobody but the chairman intro 
duoing the lecturer, the lecturer himself, and perhaps some 
persons moving and seconding votes of thanks, may claim the 
right to be heard at all. Or, again, questions may be invited 
by the chairman, but any person taking advantage of the 
right thus bestowed upon him may be strictly limited to the 
asking of questions, and checked if he begins to wander off 
into a little oration of his own. Or, again, the meeting may 
be one in which " free discussion ” is invited, but all persons 
except the speaker or speakers who have opened the debate 
may be restrioted to ten or to five minutes. In none of these 
oases— all familiar enough— is there any absoltite principle 
of “egwal freedom.” There are, however, meetings— most 
notably, the usual type of legislative assembly — in which 
every one of a certain determinate number of persons con- 
stituting the essembly is presumed by the constitution of the 
assmbly to have an equal right to speak, just as he may have 
SA equal right to vote. But I do not think there exists any 
assooib]^ of tibis kind anywhere, or that any such assembly 
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•would be likely to exist long, in •whicb an absolute and mi 
defeasible right is conceded to every member, bo'wever fatuous 
and however dull, to speak as frequently and as long as the 
most eloquent, the most trusted, and the wisest statesman 
present. Some venerable legislative bodies do occasionaJly 
seem to be approximating to such a condition; but it is 
generally regarded as a bad sign when an assembly, pro- 
fessedly met together for the transaction of business, comes 
to waste its time in a ■weak conees.sion to the natural rights of 
bores and buffoons. As a rule, the right of speech is dependent 
on the goodwill of the audience ; and, though there may be a 
general wUlin guess to give every one a hearing, that willing- 
ness is usually and wisely limited by the conviction that, 
unless a person has something to say that is worth listening 
to, the less he is heard the better. Any assertion of an 
absolute claim to equal freedom of speech would probably be 
met by disapprobation and clamour; and a continued as- 
sertion of it would certainly lead to a general obaos and con- 
fusion — the claim of “ equality ” destroying the “ freedom ” of 
all by destroying the order that alone makes freedom possible. 

To the connection between the idea of justice and the idea 
of equality I shall have to return. Meanwhile, I think this 
discussion of what is practically meant by the right of free 
speech in meetings for special purposes iUustrafces sufficiently 
well the source of such rights generally. The right of making 
a speech is the creation of a society, and is limited by the 
goodwill of the society as a whole, and, as a rule, is both pro- 
tected and restricted by the authoritative decisions of some one 
presiding person, to whom the society hands over its powers 
in this matter for the time being, and who is aid^ and 
supported by the aocum'olated traditions of the past, The 
principle of justice should he a principle that holds a society 
together ; but any absolute olum of equal freedom on the part 
of every individual could only mean the break up of the 
society, and cannot therefore be the principle of justice. 

The French Declarations, however, do not leave the de- 
finition of liberty open to any Buck anarobioal interpretaticm. 
The Declaration of 1789 makes the limit of individual liberty 
depend t^n the question whether any injury is done to other 
persons or not; the Declaration of 1793 approaokes more nearly 
in appearance to tke anarchical principle of Mir. Spencer’s 
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formula, since it substitutes for “ injury to others, ’’ “ injury 
to the rights of others.” But injury to the rights of others is 
in any case something very different from interference with 
the ec^ual freedom of others ; for among these rights are in- 
cluded in the Declaration of 1793 the right of security and the 
right of property. Without referring now to the difficult ques- 
tions which are raised by an assertion of a natural right of pro- 
perty, it is enough to point out that the recognition of a right 
of security alone is incompatible with any absolute assertion of 
a right to equal freedom under all ou-cumstances. It implies, 
however vaguely, the right to have order maintained by a 
government of some sort. And tho aiticle on liberty in the 
Declaration of 1793 goes on to say that “ the law is the safe- 
guard of liberty ” — an expression much more ambiguous, 
indeed, than the clear language of the Declaration of 1789, 
which expressly lays down that the limits of liberty “ can 
only be determined by the law.” Now, if this is once recog- 
nised, it follows that the right of equal freedom, or the right 
of any freedom, whether equal or not, is not prior to positive 
law but dependent upon it. The French Declaration is a 
protest against arbitrary government ; but it is a protest in 
favour of the determination of rights by fixed and known laws. 
It is conceived quite in the spirit of John Locke, who, in 
spite of aU his phrases about natural I’ights, says that “Where 
there is no law there is no freedom.” ^ 

It might be shown in other ways that the right of any 
individual to do what he wills must be limited by other con- 
siderations than tho right of other individuals to do the same 
or similar acts. Most people now-a-days in this country 
would, I fancy, agree that a person has not a right to spread 
the infection, say, of scarlet fever or small-pox, provided only 
that he concedes to all others a similar right. The others 
might not consent to his liberty in return for his concession 
of equal liberty to them. We have come to consider certain 
things expedient in tho interests of the general well-being, and 
certain things injurious. And we have come to consider it 
expedient to prohibit certain things simply because they are 
iiyurious, quite apart from considerations of equal freedom. 
We have indeed come to consider that restraints are in- 
expedient, unless they are imposed Upon aU persons similarly 
‘ Tret^e qfCHpil ffcvemment, IL § 57. 
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situated, so that in a certain sense we recognise a principle oJ 
equal restraint ; i.e. we hold that the law should be impartial. 
The reasons for this principle of equality I shall have to dis- 
cuss later. Meanwhile, let me point out one obvious reason 
for it, A law is more likely to be accepted under a democratic 
constitution, and is more Kkely to be obeyed and to be enforced 
if it seems to apply to all equally. But to recognise the need 
of satisfying the demand for equality to soma extent is a 
very different thing from making equal freedom our guiding 
principle. A few strong, well-armed men might be quito 
willing that every one should have an equal right to kill and 
plunder; but this willingness of the brigand to adopt the 
formula of Mr. Herbert Spencer would not (in the judgment 
of most persona) justify a settled modem society in going back 
to 

the good old rule . . . the simple plan, 

That they should take who have the power, 

And they should keep who can.’*’ 

The principle of equal freedom, if taken as the ultimate basis 
on which the fabric of law and government is to be built up, 
would either compel a complete abstinence from all action on 
the part of every individual — that would be one way of every 
one having an equal right to do everything, — or it would mean 
the equal right of every one to do everything in the sense of 
Hobbes, i e, the war of all against all. The intermediate mean- 
ings, which seem to make the principle' of equal freedom a 
plausible account of what justice is, all presuppose an orderly 
fabric of society in which the rights of individuals are settled 
for them by a fixed system of law. In the Hank spaces left 
unfilled by definite law or established custom, people do act 
on a rough general principle of give and take. 

Liberty in general is too ambiguous a term to permit us to 
decide how far the right to liberty is a right which ought to 
be recognised by a well-regulated society. The principle that 
the liberty of every one should be limited only by the equal 
liberty of every one else has been shown to be incapable of 
any literal application as a fundamental priaoiple of somety ; 
on the contrary, it is a principle which is either absnrd or 

^ ■Wordsworth, Mob Hoy's Gram. According to the poet, “in the 
principles of things, Ee sought his moral creed,” 
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anarchioal, or both. I proceed now to examine some partionlar 
kinds of liberty which have been claimed as natural rights. 
In the life of man wo very commonly distinguish three main 
forms in which his natural powers can be exercised — thought, 
speech, action. Action is a very wide term, and clearly re- 
quires subdivision ; but we may take these three main forms 
as distinguishing three spheres in which freedom may be 
claimed, “freedom of thought in one sense, which may fairly 
be regarded as the strictest sense of the words, every one has, 
and nobody can restrict. The Holy Office may forbid a man 
to utter any doctrine of which it does not approve, but no 
power that priest or tyrant has ever wielded can limit the 
freedom of a man’s inmost soul. And, under oppression and 
amid bigotry, the closed lips of the intellectual rebel have 
often smiled bitterly but proudly, conscious of a freedom 
which even stone waUa and iron bars cannot limit or confine. 
But to think what may not bo uttered becomes a torture which 
eats away the soul. And the intellect which is shut up in its 
own dark chamber tends to pine away and perish, missing 
alike the fresh air of controversy and the sunshine of human 
sympathy. Indirectly, if not directly, even this sad privilege 
of freedom of thought is destroyed by systematic repression of 
freedom of utterance. And in any sense of the words which 
goes beyond the merely negative one — that what goes on in 
one’s mind cannot be directly ^ controlled by others — ^freedom 
of thought cannot exist except in a stimulating intellectual 
atmosphere. For freedom of thought, in the positive sense 
of the development of intellectual capacity and the earnest 
pursuit of truth, implies the existence of a good system of 
education, of a high average of intellectual culture in at least 
some class of the community, and of the possibility of a satis- 
factory career for those who devote themselves specially to 
intellectual pursuits. 

The mere absence of laws interfering with intelleotual 
Eheriy will not of itself lead to the growth of a genuinely 
smen^o spirit m regard to matters of belief. The public 


^ A peraon ImmoUsed ' cds ^ lie said to have bis thoughts eontMlled by 
aao^ier; hut &e oonWol is sot exercised directly hy mind over mind, 
hut’t^ugh tbs medvom of auggesticm. Further, a hypnotised person 
is nut a Specdmea of a person thinking,” in the only senee of that term 
m hats oc&cerasd wito. 
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opinion of a sooioiy of uneducated or slightly educated persons, 
who are more or less under the sway of the same beliefs in 
religious, pohtical, or social matters, may be far more adverse 
to the growth of any true positive intellectual liberty than 
even the existence of considerable legal restrictions on the free 
expression of opinion in popnlai" discourses, provided that a 
certain degree of license is permitted, or winked at, in the case 
of those who address a limited audience of the learned. In 
a democratically governed society there may, owing to the 
strong pressiu-e of popular prejudice, be less intellectual 
liberty, negative or positive, than under certain kinds of 
aristocratic and even of despotic governments. In the latter 
cases freedom of thought may be the privilege only of the few, 
and it may be a privilege dependent on the somewhat un- 
certain caprice of those in power ; but in the former case it 
may be practically non-existent. A strong government, even 
of a despotic or arbitrary kind, is often necessaiy in order to 
secure the person who holds some unpopular opinion against 
the hatred of the bigoted multitude. Under the early Eoman 
Empire, Greek sceptics and Christian believers enjoyed an 
amount of security and liberty which no champions of new 
and unpopular opinions could possibly have enjoyed in a small 
Swiss democracy or in Puritan Massachusetts, so long as such 
communities remained homogeneous in their religious behef. 

Freedom of thought is thus not necessarily connected with 
the existence of what is called “free government." In spite 
of what is sometimes alleged, religious and political liberty do 
not always go together. The struggle for civil liberty, f,c. for 
self-government, for institutions that are to some extent at 
least democratio, still more the struggle for national liberty, 
i.e. independence of alien rule, may even be directly hostile to 
religious liberty — as we understand it. The necessity of homo- 
geneity, as we shall see, may compel or seem to compel a degree 
of intolerance which is not necessary under a strong despotism. 
In the long run, however, religious lib«ty is placed on surer 
foundations if it is based upon a principle deliberately adopted 
by a free people than if it rests soldy on the caprice, or care- 
lessness, or individual tolerance of a despot. On the other 
hand, if liberty of thought is once granted, it is not likely to 
be limited to religions questions: freedom of opinion respecting 
the other world will lead to freedom of opinion respecting this. 
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And on this account the liberty of thought and speech is, as 
Milton saw, the very foundation of all other liberties. A 
democracy of uniform religious belief may stagnate through 
centuries ; an absolute monarchy which tolerates independence 
of thought will prepare the way for something else than 
absolute monarchy, though the transition may be violent. 

"When people speak of jfreedom of thought, they generally 
mean, not the mere freedom of thinking for yourself, but 
the “right to the free expression of opinion,”^ the freedom 
of speech and the freedom of writing and circulating opinions. 
The French Declaration of 1789 asserts that “ the free com- 
munication of thoughts and opinions is one of the most precious 
rights of man. Every citizen therefore may speak, write, and 
print freely, save that he must answer for the abuse of this 
liberty in the cases determined by the law.” In the first 
section of the Constitution of 1791 (to which, as already said, 
the Declaration of 1789 is prefixed) it is written; “ The Consti- 
tution guarantees as natural and civil rights . , . liberty 
to every man to speak, write, print, and publish his thoughts, 
without bis writings being submitted to any oensorsMp or 
inspection before publication.” The Deolaration of 1793 
asserts the right to free expression of opinion in less guarded 
terms : “ The right of manifesting one’s thought and one’s 
opinions, whether by means of the press or in any other 
manner . . . cannot be interdicted.” This ambiguous 
“cannot be,” which provoked the wrath of Bentham,® is 
dearly meant to mean “ ought not to be.” Thought cannot, 
as a matter of strict fact, be subjected to legal penalties : the 
manifestation of thought may be so subjected. The Consti- 
tution of 1793 “ guarantees to aU Frenchmen equality, liberty, 
security, property, the national debt,* the free exercise of 
religious worship, a system of public education, State relief 
(dea secours jpubZics), the unlimited freedom of the press (Za 
Wietti indifime de la jiresse), the right of petititm, the right of 
meeting in popular sodetias [we might inteipret this— the 

’■ QE. Dicey, Law of the Comtilaition, Ed. 8, p. 224 

* See his AnarcMcal I^aoies, in Works, Tol. II. pp. 499, etc. 

® Axh 122. "Da dette pahligne.” This means, 1 snppose, that the State 
will net xepudiate its debts. It sonnds a little odd to name the national 
debt anumg the pxi^eges of eitdzenship ; though it does not need much 
ieedeotion.to see, that the financial honesty of a State is a thing in whioh 
its (dtiseos ais Aosi deei^y interested, 
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right of association and of public meeting], the enjoyment of 
all the rights of man.” The last clause makes a double guar- 
antee of all the preceding rights ; hut (alas for promises !) the 
events -wMch followed the promulgation of this Q-irondist 
Constitution are an unfortunate commentary on its unrestricted 
liberality, tn the Declaration of Rights and Duties prefixed 
to the Constitution of 1795, the right of free expression of 
opinion is conspicuous by its absence. But it may be presumed 
that the authors of that Declaration thought the right suffi- 
ciently secured, though with the necessary restrictions, by the 
definition of liberty which is adapted ftom the original Decla- 
ration of 1789: “Liberty consists in doing what does not 
injure the rights of another.” To the body of the Constitution 
Tiire. xiv. § 353) is transferred the provision that “No one 
can^ be hindered from saying, writing, printing and publishing 
his thought. "Writings cannot [i.e. must not] be submitted to 
any censorship before their publication. No one can be made 
responsible for that which he has written or published, except 
in the cases contemplated by the law.” The Constitution of 
1795 thus returns, so far as intention goes, to the position taken 
up in the Constitution of 1791. Only the short-lived Consti- 
tution of 1793 ventures to proclaim an absolute and unqualified 
liberty of the press. The important feature of both the other 
Constitutions is their acceptance of the principle, which had 
been laid down in England by Lord Mansfield in these words : 
“The liberty of the press consists in printing without any 
previous license, subject to the consequences of law,” * — that is 
to say, I am free to publish what I choose, but if I libel any 
one, or if jl infringe a copyright, I may have an action raised 
against me ; and if there are on the statute-book laws against 
treason, or against blasphemy, or against indecency, I may be 
made responsible before the courts for any offence against 
such laws. 

In calling attention to this resemblance between these two 

^ The “ can” must he anderslood aa maaning “ shall by any law or execu- 
tive order,” since there is apparently no intention of coercing publishers 
and editors, who know yarious ways of hindering people from manifest- 
ing their thought — not always entii-ely to the public detriment, Even 
the compomtor can hinder a person from piublishing his thought, hy 
misreading the author’s “ copy.” 

* Quoted by Dicey, Lata qf ihe Cmistitution, Ed. 8, p. 2S2, from Beats 
Y. jDean. of St, Asaph, 8 T. B. 481 (nole). 
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revolutionary Oonstitntions and the principle of the English 
law on the subject, I am not forgetting the difference, which 
Professor Dicey points out so lucidly, ‘ between the usual Con- 
tinental practice of dealing with press offences before special 
tribunals and the English tradition of recognising no special 
class of press offences. This difference is of great importance 
to any one who is tracing the history of the liberty of the press 
in different countries. But I am here only concerned with the 
general principle, that the liberty of free expression of opinion, 
even when explicitly proclaimed in a Declaration of Eights, 
must, if we are to avoid anarchy, be subject to some restric- 
tions. What these limits should be, and by what procedure 
they should be enforced, are very important questions of 
practical legislation. But in the solution of them, is any help 
to be got from the principle of natural rights ? It would he a 
mere quibble to say that a preliminary censorship interferes 
with a natural right, while a subsequent prosecution does not. 
If there is a natural and indefeasible right inherent in every 
individual to express his opinions freely, it is equally wrong to 
punish him for having exercised that right, and '•to prevent 
him. exercising it. If the right to express opinions freely 
is from the first regarded as necessarily checked and limited 
by tbe need of avoiding “ injury to others,” such checks, so 
far as the principle of naturd rights goes, may seem to be 
better applied before any injury is done than after the mischief 
has actually taken place. Prevention is better than cure ; and 
that is exactly the principle on which such institutions as a 
literary censorship have been defended.® It might even be 
argued that the individual has a natural right to he protected 
by government against the insults, indecencies, and profani- 
ties of reckless scribblers, just as he expects to be protected 

* lm> of the Constitution, ch. vi. 

* Of. the argument of Dr. Johnson in his Life of Milton : “ It seems not 
more raasonahle to leave tbe right of printing unrestrained, because 
writers may be afterwards censured, than it would be to sleep with doors 
unbolted, hecauee by our la^ro we can bang a tbief.” Our laws do not, 
however, oblige the policeman to find out where every man is going 
to, Isst one or two should be thieves. Dr. Johnson was pot likely to 
sympathise with Milton's .dreopoyi^/ca; hut he seldom goes as strongly 
agahist the current of his century, as when he says, “If every murmuter 
at government may diiffiise discontent, there can be no peace j and if every 
acepfio in theology may tsaoh his foUies, there can be no region.” For 
peace end pdelw now-a-days we should have to go to Bussia. 
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agaiu'it assaults upou his person. Both claims might be olaaaed 
under the general claim of a natural right of secuiity. 

If a distinction be drawn between injuries to the body and 
injuries to the mind or character, it is drawn on grounds of ex- 
pediency and convenience. Injuries to the mind and character 
may be worse than injuries to the body, but they are injuiies 
respecting which the ordinary person has more difficulty in 
deciding. No government— except under revolutionary or ex- 
ceptional conditions — ^nudeidiakes to anest intending criminals : 
the habitual arrest of persons on suspicion becomes itself an 
evil as great as the occasional commission of crimes. An 
author’s manuscripi is more easily inspected than the intentions 
of a person of whom the police are suspicions ; so that a censor- 
ship cannot be put aside simply on the grounds of impossihility. 
On the other hand, a censor presumes to judge for a great mass 
of human beings and lor the future. It is a great and diffionlt 
responsibility, “ "Who kills a man,” says Milton, “ kills a reason- 
able creature, God’s image ; but he who destroys a good book 
kills reason itself, kills the image of God, as it were in the eye.” 
“It cannot be denied,” he says farther on m his immortal 
Ayeopagitica, “ but that he who is made judge to sit upon the 
birth or death of books, whether they may bo wafted into this 
world or not, had need to be a man above the common measure, 
both studious, learned, and judicious.” If the censor, he argues, 
is such a person, how irksome a drudgery are we imposing on 
him; if he is not, how badly will the work be done. The 
stupidity of censors, their venality, the wretched subterfuges 
to which they drive authors — such subterfuges as those prac- 
tised by Voltaire,^ and which help to make him so strange a 
mixture of the knight-errant and the monkey— such things 
are the best praotioal proof of the mischief of a censorship. 
And it is weU worth, noting that it was the practical iacon- 
venienoes of the licensing system which led to the abolition of 
a censorship of the press in England. The House of Commons 
discontinued (in 1(J95) the temporary Act which placed the 
press under the control of licensers, and induced the Lords +0 
give way on the subject, not on any general grounds of a 


* “ A Genevese worshipper would sometimes take up in ohnrch a hook 
lettered as, and looking like, the Psalms, only to find that it was a copy 
of the one-volnme edition of the Dictioniiaire PAifosojphjgrwe.”— Espinasse, 
of Voltaire ["Great Writers ” Series], p, 1B4. 
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natural riglit to free expression of opinion, nor even on the 
grounds urged by Milton of tbe injury done to truth by im- 
pediments put in the way of its pursuit, but “ on account of 
the petty grievances, the exactions, the jobs, the commercial 
restrictions, the domiciliary visits which were incidental to ” ^ 
the enforcement of the Licensing Act. “ Such were the argu- 
ments,” says Macaulay, “which did what Milton’s 
had failed to do.” The reasons given by the Commons for dis- 
senting with the Lords, whan the latter proposed to continue 
the Licensing Act, were supplied, it seems, by John Locke.* 
And it is specially to be noted that here Locke makes no use 
of the doctrine of natural rights. Locke proposes exactly the 
system now always accepted in this country. “ I know not,” 
he says, “ why a man should not have liberty to print whatever 
he would apeak ; and to be answerable for the one, just as he 
is for the other, if he transgresses the law in either. But 
gagging a man, for fear he should talk heresy or sedition, has 
no other ground than such as will make gyves necessary, for 
fear a man should use violence if his hands were free, and must 
at last end in the imprisoxunent of all who, you will suspect, 
may be guilty of treason or misdemeanour. To prevent men 
being undiscovered for what they print, you may prohibit any 
book to be printed, published, or sold without the printer’s or 
bookseller’s name, under great penalties, whatever be in it. 
And then let the printer or bookseller whose name 'is to it be 
answerable for whatever is against law in it, as if he were the 
author, unless he can produce the person he had it from, which 
is all the restraint ought to be upon printing.” * 

Under this system, what we call the liberty of the press 
and the feeedom of thought have gradually, though not in an 
untroubled course, progressed in this country. No such right 
as the liberty of the press has ever been recognised by the law. 
The “practical tight” has come solely from the fact of re- 
sponsihility to the ordinary law only. The laws about sedition 
and about blasphemy might seem to make liberty of the press, 
as we understand it, impossible, even after the censorship was 
abolished. The uncertain security of the writer in the free 
expression of bis thought has lain only in the institution of 

Maoftulay, History of England, ok. xxi. 

• See ffox Boatna, itfe of LocJa, 11, pp. 311-316. 

• Xiotd King's Llfo of LoHte (Bohn's edition), pp. 5202-208, 
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trial by jury. We bave bad no special tribunals for tbo trial 
of press offences. “ Freedom of discussion," as Professor Dicey 
puts it, “ is in England little else tban tbe right to -write or say 
anything which a jury, consisting of twelve shopkeepers, think 
it expedient should be said or written. Such ‘ liberty ’ may 
vary at different times and seasons from unrestricted license 
to very severe restraint, and the experience of English history 
during the last two centuries s'ttows that under the law of 
libel the amount of latitude conceded to the expression of 
opinion has, in fact, differed greatly according to the condition 
of popular sentiment.” ^ The question is well worth raising : 
whether a security, which has proved effectual when the 
majority of the class from which, jurymen are drawn had a 
general tendency to give a verdict against the government, is 
hkely, when political and social conditions have changed, to 
prove a sufficient security for what many would consider legiti- 
mate freedom of thought. An extended franchise and the re- 
moval of the disabilities of Dissenters have made the sentiment 
of the average juryman less sympathetic with some types of in- 
tellectual rebellion than he was in the days of Pitt. Suppose a 
still more extended suffrage and the Church disestablished, the 
average juryman would be relatively still more “ conservative,” 
and it is just conceivable that the free expression even of 
political opinion might not be so well safeguarded as we think, 
if an anti-revolutionary panic should overtake the country. 
Suppose, further, that the qualification of jurymen were lowered 
or abolished, it might still happen that in any community of 
very homogeneous belief in religious matters and of very settled 
social conditions, the author, whom we may regard as exer- 
cising only a reasonable liberty of expressing his opinions 
(whether we agree with his opinions or not), might find him- 
self punished for offending against the religious or political 
belief of the majority. Suppose Shelley to be taied before a jury 
of "Welsh Oalvinistio Methodists, or Mr. Herbert Spencer before 
a jury in a Collectivist community ; would either of them be 
sure of getting a fair trial? The absence of homogeneity in 
religious beliefs, and the fact that so great a mass of the popu- 
lation wish the liberty of airing different grievances and of 
advocating different reforms, is a great security for the liberty 
even of tbe more daring intellectual rebel. 

‘ Law of the ConsUtuUon, Ed. 8, p. 231. 
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A coiisideratioE of {.he degree of liberty or licenae allowed 
under our system of dealing with the press calls attention 
forcibly to the dependence of such liberty on the prevailing 
mood of public sentiment. No formal declaration of the liberty 
of the press or of the freedom of opinion will of itself secure 
the habitual exercise of such “ rights,” unless public opinion 
continues to support the idea. But it may very well bo ar- 
gued that the existence of such a formal declaration, even if 
it cannot, without risk of anarchy, be made constitutionally 
or legally binding, has a very important moral effect in restrain- 
ing the prejudices or the passions of the multitude. And that 
is really the chief use which such Declarations serve. 



CHAPTER Vin 


TOLEEATION 

1 nAV® been aasuming that a very wide, though undefined, 
degree of toleration for diversity of opinion is a good thing. 
It may reasonably be urged that, if the theory of natural 
rights is rejected, such an assumption needs proof. In saying 
a little about “ toleration,” it will be most convenient to go 
beyond mere freedom of expressing opinion in speech and 
•writing, and to take account also of that form of freedom of 
action which consists in the free exercise of religious worship 
and the carrying out of religious principles mto outward con- 
duct. I have used the word “toleration.” because it is the 
name under which the struggle for liberty in matters of belief 
has been generally fought out. In itself the word, on the 
whole, has the advantage, rare in terms of controversy, of being 
neutral. It does not ostentatiously claim to be a good thing ; 
there was, at least, no absurdity of language in the denuncia- 
tions of the wickedness of toleration, so common in the seven- 
teenth century. It is still intelligible, and not uncommon, to 
speak of the toleration of -vico or of political corruption as being 
a bad thing. It is true that in its original use the word implied 
a certain set of opinions and beliefs and practices approved of 
by the Church or by the State, while certain other opinions 
or beliefs and practices, though not accepted nor indeed ap- 
proved of by the powers that be, might yet be “ tolerated.” 
In any case the word implies that the right is granted by the 
community to individuals. It is this suggestion in the term 
of a special favour or gracious condescension which provoked 
the indignation of Paine. “ Toleration," he says, “is not the 
opposite of intolemnce, but is the counterfeit of it. Both are 
despotisms. The one assumes to itself the right of -withholding 
liherty of consoienoe, and the other of granting it. The one 
is the pope armed with fire and faggot, the other is the pope 
selling or granting indulgences." ^ Paine -arges it as a special 

> Bighti of Man: p. 81 (Ed. 1883). 
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merit of the French Oonstitntion that it “ hath abolished or 
renonnoed Toleration and Intolerance also, and hath estab- 
lished Universal Eight of Conscience.” The Constitution to 
which Paine is here referring is the Constitution of 1791, not 
that of 1793, in the framing of the original form of which he 
hod himself some part. In the Declaration of Bights of 1789 
(Constitution of 1701), as we have already seen, the limits of 
liberty are expressly said to be determinable only by the law, 
and not therefore by the conscience of any one and every one. 
The tenth article of the Declaration asserts that “ No one ought 
to be molested on account of his opinions, even on matters of 
religion (pour sea opinions, mime religieuses), provided that his 
‘ manifestation ’ ^ of them docs not disturb the public order 
established by the law.” In both articles the “ law ” is made 
the arbiter of hberty, so that the very idea which Paine objects 
to in the word “ toleration ” is introduced. The Declaration 
of 1793 omits these qualifications, and may therefore he taken 
as representing better Paine’s own ideal “ The right of ex- 
pressing one’s thought and one’s opinions . . . and the 

free exercise of religious worship (des mites) cannot be pro- 
hibited.” If such “ rights ” are supposed to be incapable of 
hmitation, they will certainly come into conflict with the 
principle of not injuring the rights of others, especially as 
“security” and “property” are included among these rights. 
Suppose an individual were to declare that his conscience or 
an express revelation from Gk>d commanded him to ofier up 
his son in sacrifice as a part of his religious duty (the son con- 
senting), Paine would have been more ready to denounce the 
detestable superstition than to guarantee the free exercise of 
this piece of religious worship, and he would not have shown 
much, respect to any kind of government that did not endeavour 
strictly to prohibit any such “ free exercise.” The assertion 
of a “Universal Right of Conscience” in any absolute and 
indefeasible sense would oblige a government to take the word 
of every individual for his own sincerity in saying what his 
oonsoienoe ordained. If we refuse to allow the iudividual to 
judge iu his own case (as every well-regulated society must 
in a great many instances refuse to do), we give up any absolute 


^ (Che word is wtnifestaiiori, Paine’s translation " avowal” is not qtuite 
enoT;^b. We might paraphrase “ way of expressiii® them.” The word 
" even.** (historifisJly intereetinfltl imisfc hav6.iarred on Paine. 
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right of the individual conscience and fall hack upon th© 
authority of the legislature and the law-courts, which decide 
to “tolerate” certain kinds of acts and utterances within 
limits determined by the law, and not to tolerate other kinds 
of acts and utterances, i.e. to punish those who are convicted 
of them. We may very well rest content with the word 
“ toleration,” which correctly expresses the nature of the liberty 
allowed, and suggests the source of that liberty, and has, more- 
over, received a sufficiently honourable consecration from the 
use of it in the long struggle against ecclesiastical intolerance. 

This matter of toleration is very apt to be thought much 
simpler than it really is. We flatter ourselves that we no 
longer persecute people for their religious or other opinions, 
and we condemn the persecutions inflicted in past time by 
Church and State. We seem to have a difficulty in understand- 
ing how Christian people came to persecute ; for persecution is 
supposed to be inconsistent with the religion they professed, and 
inconsistent also with the true purposes of government, which 
seem to us necessarily to include the safeguarding of liberty of 
conscience. How, in the first place, it must be pointed out that 
“ persecution ” is a question-begging term. It means “ repres- 
sion," or “ compulsion,” of which the person using the term “per- 
secution" disapproves. Public opinion has undergone great 
changes as to the kind of actions which ought to be legally 
repressed, or may be legally repressed without attendant evils, 
that are too great to be risked. At all times people have been 
ready to tolerate certain kinds of acts and utterances, but have 
regarded it as a duty to suppress other kinds, if possible. The 
line between what might be tolerated and what might not 
has, however, been very differently drawn at different times, 
and the methods of repression adopted have also differed very 
greatly. Nowadays we blackball our heretics at a club, or 
we try to subject them to what is called (in journalistic ignor- 
ance of a Qrreek institution) “social ostracism," where our 
ancestors would have used for Iheir heretics the coarser methods 
of the pillory and the stake. The “ heresies " differ ; the 
methods of punishment differ. The spirit which leads to 
persecution remains, and it is a spirit which, in some form, 
is necessary to the cohesion and existence of any society. A 
universal and absolute toleration of everything and everybody 
would lead to a general chaos as certaiffiy as a universal and 
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absolute intolerance, We are all “ dogmatists ” on some ques- 
tions, -while prepared to treat others as relatively matters of 
indifference on which we can tolerate diversity of opinion. 
We are all ready to “ persecute,” to use the force of govern- 
ment and the pressure of popular sentiment, in support of our 
dogmas where it is otherwise expedient and safe to do so, some- 
times even where it is not. We persecute “conscientious” 
persons in support of the “ dogma ” of vaccination ; we “ per- 
secute ” Lhe Peculiar People who quote Scripture to sanction 
their neglect of getting medical attendance for their dying 
children ; some people would like to “ persecute ” scientific 
men, who have by their experiments defied the “ dogma ” of 
anti-vivisection and -violated the natural rights of frogs and — 
microbes. Those who hold the “ dogma ” of monogamy, still 
more those who hold the “ dogma ” of the equality of the sexes, 
persecute the polygamist, who is, at a humble distance, foUow- 
iug the example of those saints of the Old Testament, whose 
lives have edified many generations of Christian people. The 
“ persecution " of Mormonism in a land of professed “ religious 
liberty ” like the United States is an icatruotive comment on 
the notion that Declarations of natural rights will protect in- 
dividuals who do what is unpopular. To the onlooker it is 
even a little grotesque that in a society which permits such 
varied “ experiments in living ” as the easy-going divorce laws 
of some States allow, there should he so little toleration for an 
experiment in restoring a primitive and venerable t3rp6 of the 
family the only form of it which, in old countries with au 
excessive female population, could give a fair chance of becom- 
ing “ a wife and mother ’ ’ to every woman ; and, according to the 
view many persons profess to hold about the “natural sphere ” 
of woman, such a hiir chance might be reasonably considered 
eveaty woman’s “ natural right.” 

Of oourse the objection is ready to hand, that I am here con- 
fusing the repression of acts which are obviously injurious to 
socieiy with persecution because of belief in theological doo- 
trmes, that X am confusing martyrs for religious faith with 
Criminal and vicious persons. “ Oriminals,” it may be as well 


* Ot J. Ct. Sotuman, Thb MMcal Import of Darwinism, p. 263. “ Blind 
la Ike ba-voo whinlh divorce ia meMng in the old family system, we atone 
{or ear manners hy embodying the principles of our fathers in denanda- 
tioadtheMonBons,’’ See note B at end of this chapter. 
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to point out, means simply — tkose who have done actions which 
the law of the land classes as “ crimes." If the law of the 
land makes heresy of any particular form a “ crime,” the here- 
tic is a criminal. Put yourself for a moment in the place of 
the persecutor of old days, and you will see that he looked at 
religious persecution (as w& call it) exactly in the same manner 
in which you look upon the repression of polygamy, or of vivi- 
section, or of indecent literature, or of the liquor traffic, or 
whatever may happen to be your special aversion among what 
you regard as the evils of the time. Opinion has changed as 
to the things which ought to bo forcibly repressed, as to the 
things which can safely be repressed, and as to the methods of 
repression which it is right or expedient to use. We are all 
(except Count Tolstoi and a few benevolent anarchists) agreed 
that some kinds of conduct ought to be repressed by force, if it 
is possible and safe to do so : we differ as to what kinds of 
conduct these are. It cannot even be said that we have limited 
ourselves to the repression of acts of which we disapprove, and 
that we leave people to express their opinions quite freely in 
speech or writing, however much we disapprove of these 
opinions and however mischievous we think them : a speech 
which contains incitement to murder or violence is punishable 
by law, and certain kinds of literature are liable to suppression 
on the grounds of indecency, even where the conduct to 
which they may be supposed to incite is not made “ criminal ” 
by the law of the land, though condemned as “ vicious ” by 
prevalent popular opinion. That is to say, Ihnits are in all 
civilised countries, however “tolerant,” imposed on the liberty 
of speech and writing as well as on the liberty of action. 

We consider that to circulate false coins is rightly made a 
crime and punished very severely by the law of the land. St. 
Thomas Aquinas considers that heretics are much mote mis- 
chievous persons than the utterors of false coins. “ For it is a 
much heavier offence to corrupt the faith, whereby the life of 
the soul is sustained, than to tamper with the coinage, which 
is an aid to temporal life. Hence if coiners or other malefac- 
tors are at once handed over by secular princes to a just death, 
much more may heretics, immediately they are convicted of 
heresy, be not only excommunicated, but also justly done to 
die.” But although such immediate capital punishment of 
hereiacs is just, the Church is zneroifnl. “ On the part of the 

K.B. U 
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Church is mercy in view of the conversion of them that err ; 
and therefore she does not condemn at once, hut ‘ after the 
first and second admonition,’ as the Apostle teaches [Titus iii, 
10) : After that, however, if the man is still found pertinacious, 
the Church, having no hope of his conversion, provides for the 
safety of others, cutting him off from the Church hy the sen- 
tence of excommunication ; and further, she leaves him to the 
secular tribunal to be exterminated from the world hy death,” ^ 
It is worth observing that St. Thomas Aquinas here assigns 
as the reason for the punishment of the heretic, not simply a 
desire to vindicate the honour of God, a desire which we might 
say modern legislation had found it right or expedient to leave 
unsatisfied, hut “the safety of others,” 

There should really he nothing startling in this passage 
of Aquinas ; it is difficult to see how a theologian, smeerely 
believing that the Church is in possession of absolutely cer- 
tain knowledge (so far as God has been pleased to reveal it) 
respecting the destiny of the human soul and the principles 
of right and wrong, can hold any different view about the 
treatment of heretics, where the Church has sufficient power 
to keep itself free from the taint of corruption. He may, in- 
deed, hold that burning was too cruel a punishment, though 
the blame for that rests with the temporal powers, the Church 
handing over heretics with the merciful request that they 
were to be put to death “without the shedding of blood”! 
he may hold that imprisonment or even exclusion from the 
privileges of citizenship would be a sufficient penalty and 
bring leas discredit on the Church from its unsympathetic 
enemies. But he cannot consistently admit the claims of the 
Roman Catholic Church to universal dominion over the souls 
of men and to the possession of absolute truth, and yet hold 
that the heretic ought to be left quite free, and should even 
be defended by the arm of the law, in propagating his soul- 
destroying opinions. The modern Roman Catholic theologian 
may admit that manners have become milder, even among 

* Sa 28%, qu, H, axt. 8. I quote from Father Bickahy’s translation, 
which puts quotation marks before the words “ After that, etc.,” hut has 
naindicatioa of where the quotation ends. They ought to come at latest at 
tht word “ excommunication.” The passage in Titus cannot possibly he 
^etched to mean more than that. As I understand St. Thomas, the 
wnrds “ ut Apostolus docet” are meant to apply directly to the immedi- 
at^'preeeding phrase alone, 
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theologiaE$, and ttat bhe Oliuroh’s claT?3 are cut and her jaws 
muzzled ; he oaunot admit that she ought never under 
favourable conditions to use her teeth or to get the civil power 
to scratch and bite for her. Let me q^uote Father Tlickaby's 
commentary on the passage just cited from the Angelic Doc- 
tor : — 


" Ar& heraticb to he tolerated? A question to ask in the nineteenth 
century ! The changes of the last six Ixnndiod years may be reduced to 
three heads. 

1, The foimation of heretical bodies of long standing, the individual 
memliers of which, never having pi ofossed the Catholic faith, and being 
ignorant of it, and fiom infancy prejudiced against it, cannot without 
distinction he called heretics '■ 

2. The fallen estate of the Church as a political power.’* 


' This is a point very often ignored by, or unknown to, the Protestant 
controversialist who is stirring up intolerance against Boman Catholics. 

" I assume that Father Hiokaby in these words is referring generally 
to the diminibhed influence of the Church in political affairs : but his 
words would include a reference to the loss of the temporal power in a 
portion of Italy On this matter of the temporal power I think it worth 
while to quote a passage from the Catholic Dictionary of Addis and 
Arnold. (I purposely take my quotations from representatives of a very 
tolerant and very enlightened Catholicism. Mr. Addis is no longer a 
Catholic.) The passage may serve as a further illustration of the way 
in which earnest modern Catholics feel obliged to look at the subject of 
toleration. In the article on the “States of the Church” we are told 
that “ Protestants themselvB'., or the more reasonable and enlightened 
among them, view with grief and scorn the process by which Borne is 
being reduced to the level of an English or American town They would 
prefer that at least one place should he left on eaith where Catholic 
principles of government and maxims of life might he applied without 
disturbance. They would wish to see the Sacred Congregations again 
discharging their critical and judicial functions. It might be said that 
the discipline so set up must be ineffectual ; a Boman could obtain the 
works of Henan or Paul de Bock at Florence, if the sale were forbidden 
at Borne; he could turn Methodist and rant in public at Naples, if this 
luxury were denied to him at home. But what then ? Is it nothing 
that an example of right practice should be given, towards which 
European society, dislocated as it now is, might giadually tend ? " The 
tourist in search of the pioturesiiue, who complains that Borne (which 
never was a typical madimval city) is losing some of its medieval 
quaintness, is dragged in os a wUness on behalf of the claim of the Pope 
to “ mismanage the drains of a third-rate European city.” He, or she, 
would like to have a good specimen of a kind of spectacle that has become 
obsolete, It would be so inteiesting to see the Sacred Congregations 
at work: to see a Giordano Biuno, for instance, being roasted. But per- 
haps another class of tourist might think it equally interesting to see 
the spectacle of an (dder Borne, to witness a gladiatorial contest in jdie 
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-8. The irritation get np in modern minds at the sight of men punished 
for opinions, whether political or religious : a fact that the Church would 
have to reckon with, even if she had might on her side, and consider 
whether it would be prudent in her nowadays to visit heresy with 
all the ancient penalties. For the Church’s punishments are medicinal ; ^ 
and the same medicine does not suit every age and constitution of 
society. The Church, however, still insists on her right to punish by 
corporal inflictions. Pius IX. condemned this proposition (Syllabus, 24) ; 

‘ The Church has no authority to use force.’ ” 

In his mannal of Moral Philosophy Father Rickaby discusses 
the right of the Slate to control the expression of opinion. At 
the end of his section on “Liberty of Opinion,” he says: 
“ Penalties for the expression of opinion are available only so 
far as they tally with the common feeling of the country. 
When public opinion ceases to bear them out, it is better not 
to enforce them : for that were but to provoke resentment and 
make martyrs ” — a most valuable lesson from the experience 
of history. No regulation can be maintained except in a 
congenial atmosphere. “ Allowance, too, must be made for the 
danger of driving the evil to burrow underground ” (p. 370)— a 
most important matter to be considered in all schemes for en- 
forcing a uniform type of opinion or conduct. As to the duty 
of the State to prevent the spread of what he considers per- 
nicious opinions, Father Rickaby has not the least doubt 
“ where the atmosphere is congenial,” i.e. where the State can 
carry on an effective persecution of heresy. “ Silencing dis- 
cussion,” he says, “ is an assumption, not of infallibility, but of 
certainty ” (p. 366); so that, even on matters where infallibility 
is not claimed, the State may silence discussion. A great and, 
on the whole, reasonable distinction is drawn between “ free 
discussion among competent persons ” and “ free discussion 
among the incompetent and incapable.” ® 

Coliseum, or to see the Christians as living torches lighting up Nero’s 
gardens. The tourist in search of strange and vivid sensations, who looks 
on the whole of Italy as if it were a spectacular exhibition in an American 
oircQS gob up for his amusement, might even And the more ancient speo- 
taole the more attractive and exciting performance of the two. As to 
“reasonable and enlightened" persons, Protestant or not, a little know- 
ledge of how the Popes used to govern, and a little imagination as to 
how “the example of right practice" would workout if gradually fol- 
lowed by all Buropeaxt countries, would probably be sufficient to deter 
them from doing anything to revive the experiment of putting the sword 
of the civil magistrate into the hands of the priest. 

* Very nasty physio sometimes, 

* This distinction was made by Laud In England. He was tolerant 
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In ana wer to the objection “that it is immoral to interfere 
with conscience and to attempt to stifle sincere convictions,” 
Father Biokaby writes : “ The State has nothing to do with 
convictions as such, nor with the inward convictions of any 
man. But if the State is sincerely convinced that the convic- 
tions openly professed and propagated by some of its subjects 
are subversive of social order and public morality, whose sin- 
cere conviction is it that must carry the day in practice ? It 
is of the essence of government that the convictions, sincere or 
otherwise, of the governed shall on certain practical issues be 
waived in the external observance in favour of the convictions 
of the ruling power. After all, this talk of conscience and 
sincere convictions is but the canting phrase of the day, ac- 
cording to which conscience means mere wild humour and 
headstrong self-will.^ Such teachings as those which we would 
have the State to suppress, e.^. An oath in a folly There is 
no law of purity ; There is no harm in doing anything that does 
not annoy your neighbour : are not the teachings of men sin- 
cerely convinced: they deserve no respect, consideration or 
tenderness on that score. . . , When a man proclaims 
some blatant and atrocious error in a matter bearing directly 
upon public morals — and it is for the restraint of these errors 
alone that we are arguing * — there is a deGidedpreesumptio juris, 
that the error in him, however doggedly he maintains it, is 
not a sincere, candid, and innocently formed conviction.” 
“ Sincere conviction ” is to be respected ; but we are the judges 
of who is sincere, and we decide that every one who maintains 
any opinion about public morals which is contrary to what we 
believe (since it has been revealed to us by the Law of Gk)d or 
the Law of UTature) is insincere, and tWefore is not to be 
respected! I think it a pity that Father Biokaby did not 

of learned diuousslon in big folios, but not of theological arguments and 
political oonolu&ions in sermons before the ordinary laity. Gf. Gardiner, 
History of England, 1003-1012, Vol. YII. p. 121. Pitt is said to have given 
as his reason for not prot>ecuting Godwin for his Political Justice that 
“a three-guinea book could never do much harm among those who had 
not three shillings to spare ’’—toleration for high-priced heresy only. 

‘ How precii>ely all this expresses what the average Homan magistrate 
must have felt in dealing with obstinate Christians, who refused to oSsr 
incense to tho Emperor's statue. 

* What about the teaching that an oath is a sin, because forbidden by 
deaus Christ? 

* “ In this particular book or place,” I assume, he means. 
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av.oid suggesting this time-honoured way of dealing with dis- 
senters, religious or social — to deny the sincerity and to assail 
the character of those who differ from you even on questions 
of morality.^ He is on safer and surer ground when he says 
that “ the convictions, sincere or otherwise,” of some persons 
may have to he overridden in the interests, or what are sup- 
posed to he the interests, of the well-being of the community 
as a whole. So far as this general statement goes, we all — 
except a few amiable anarchists — agree with Father Rickaby. 
We may not like to admit the principle in words ; we adopt it 
in practice, and it is well that we should realise clearly that 
we do so, because we shall then he more fully alive to the re- 
sponsibility we undertake in all legislation which is intended 
to protect individuals, especially the young, against what we 
consider indecent literature, pictures, etc. If a person accused 
of disseminating indecent hterature pleads that he sincerely 
believes the incriminated works to be of real artistic value, or 
to contain sound doctrine wholesome and necessary for these 
times, the plea is not likely to weigh with a jury who sincerely 
believe the works in question to be detestable and pernicious 
rubbish. Wiser persons and a later generation may differ 
from the jury in their estimate: the typical juryman is not 
exactly the person whom the lovers of art and literature wordd 
like to entrust with the power of drawing up an Indeas Bay- 
purgatonm. Still, if the law prohibits indecency, as most 
persons probably think it should, it seems safest to leave the 
interpretation of “indecency” to fair representatives of the 
community as a whole. Otherwise, who is to judge? We 
have given up the plan of a censorship, except in the case of 
stage plays : and the Hcousing functions of the Lord Ohamber- 
lain are often severely criticised. 

' In his attitude to those whom ha regards as in error as to matters of 
morals, Father Biokahy seems to me to come short of the principle of St. 
IDhomas Ai}.utnas, who holds (la 2m, qu, 19, art. 6) that “ when an errone- 
ous reason proposes sometliing as the precept of God, then it is the some 
thing fiO despise the dictate of reason as to dospise tiie precept of God,” 
which seems to imply that a person may sincerely have opinions about 
maUttS of morels and doctrine whloh St. IThomas Aquinas regards as very 
grare errors, ftp. that to abslalufrom fornication is evil, or that to beliave 
in Christ 4s eviL ICheee ate Aquinas's own illastrations, and they are 
evidentiy chosen by him as opinions the most hateful to a medimvol 
theologian* 
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But while Father Eiokaby’s statemeut in its general form 
expresses the principle which is accepted with the consent of 
the majority in our legislation and in the administration of the 
law, there would be great difference of opinion as to the par- 
ticular “ teachings ” which we would have the State suppress. 
And I doubt if any British legislature, or any British jiny, 
would be likely to regard as an incitement to immorality the 
doctrine that there is no harm in doing anything that does not 
annoy your neighbour, which is just the deRiiition that the 
French Declarations give of “libeity.” I do not think the 
officials of the Post Office would consider a copy of The 
Rights of Man to be an obscene publication, or that any 
one is likely to be successfully prosecuted by a Vigilance 
Committee for selling a copy of JMiII’s Liberty ; and yet both 
of these works preach this “blatant and atrocious error” 
which Father Eickaby thinks that no one can sincerely 
maintain. The doctrine seems to me, indeed, so extremely 
vague and ambiguous that it is useless as a general principle 
or law of nature ff om which to deduce safe maxims of morals 
or legislation. It is a formula which implies the fallacious 
theory, as it seems to me, that there exist purely self-referrent 
actions, and that these can always be easily distinguished from 
those that affect others. The word “ annoy ” and the word 
“neighbour" stand also in need of definition. On the other 
hand, the formula does express in a very crude and rough way 
the great ethical principle which is coming more and more to 
supplant both the old theory of the Law of Nature and the 
appeal to external authority — the principle, namely, that right 
and wrong are to he judged by the standard of social well- 
being. The principle is expressed in a way open to misinter- 
pretation, because it implies the conception of society as con- 
sisting merely of mutually exclusive and repellent atoms. It 
is the Utilitarian principle, still hampered by the individual- 
istic basis which belongs to the theory of nataral rights. It is 
by this very principle of social well-being that we must judge 
what limits are to be assigned to free speech and free action. 
And it is because the conception of the ethical end has itself 
undergone such great changes, and because the structure aud 
environment of different societies have varied so much, that we 
can explain the extraordinary differences between different 
ages aud countries in the matter of toleration. 
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Sir Frederick Pollock, in an es&ay on “ The Theory of Per- 
secution,”^ has distinguished the grounds of persecution as 
(1) tribal, (2) political, (3) theological, and (4) social. 

(1) The Jewish persecution of Jews who became Christians 
will serve as an illustration of the first kind. In all societies 
of the more primitive type — mean societies held together by 
the bond of real or fictitious kinship — the god or gods wor- 
shipped are the gods of the tribe, and to desert the worship of 
these gods, or worship them in a way not approved by tradi- 
tion, is to be disloyal to one’s own family, one’s own kith 
and kin. Persecution of this kind, though we should certainly 
call it “ religious persecution,” is best understood by us, if we 
think of the feelings of parents towards undutiful and re- 
bellious children, who have been led away by evil example. 
Persecution of this kind is not exercised towards aliens, so long 
as they do not interfere with the religion of the tribe ; but any 
wrong done or iusult offered to the tribal god will readily pro- 
voke persecution. The poj^ular hatred of the Christians which 
was apt to break out in various places throughout the Roman 
Empire is to be explained in this way. The Ephesians would 
not have molested the Apostle Paul if they had not thought 
their special goddess was being injured, — commercial interests, 
as often happens, supporting the prevalent religion. 

(2) The political reasons for persecution are closely connected 
with the preceding, and grow out of them. A sharp line can- 
not, I think, be drawn between these two divisions. When 
the Athenians put Socrates to death for impiety, it was not, as 
has been well said, because he introduced false gods, but be- 
cause he introduced new gods. The religion of a Greek city- 
state was an inseparable part of its political and social life. 
The Sophists and Philosophers were exposed to attack on the 
grounds of introducing dangerous innovations into the State. 
With the establishment of the Roman Empire we see clearly 
the predominance of political over tribal groimds of persecu- 
tion. Under the Roman rule, local cults were not interfered 
with. The Romans tolerated every kind of religion, except 

(a) those whose rites seemed to conflict with public morals 
and pubho order — ^like the orgiastic worship of Bacchus — and 

(b) those which seemed to threaten the stability of the Empire. 

Jl&says in Jnrisprtaleme and MhicSt pp. 144 seg. 1 have followed 
oat in my own wa; some of the ideas suggested in this admirable essay. 
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Drmdism and Judaism both, suffered at the hands of the 
Bomans, because and in so far as they stirred up political re- 
bellion ; but the Jewish religion was treated with great tolera- 
tion on the whole. So far as the Christians suffered molestation 
or punishment fyom Boman magistrates, it was because their 
missionary spirit disturbed the peace of families and of towns, 
their secret meetings roused suspicion of social danger, their 
attitude to existing institutions seemed to be anarchical, and 
their refusal to offer incense to the Emperor’s statue appeared 
a clear proof of disloyalty. They were punished, not on the 
ground of their beliefs, unless we except their belief in the 
speedy destruction of the world — not, however, on the ground 
of any of those beliefs which have remained a permanent part 
of Christian theology, but on the same sort of grounds as those 
on which Social Democrats have been punished in Germany, 
and Nihilists in Bussia. So far as religion goes, the Boman 
Empire was perhaps the least persecuting government that 
ever existed on a great scale before the present century, and 
under no condition of affairs that had previously been known in 
the world had a missionary religion greater opportunities for 
spreading itself. The general attitude of the Boman official to 
the Christian apostle was to protect him from the fanatical 
vengeance of the offended “ tribal ” religion of the Jews. His 
enemies accused Jesus of blasphemy before the Jewish high 
priest, but before Pilate they accused him of treason against 
Csesar. Pagan Borne tolerated aU religious doctrines, and tried 
to keep the peace between rival religions in the same way that 
the British magistrate does in India.^ We have prohibited 
widows from burning themselves, and we endeavour to prevent 
disorder. But the model civil servant is as “indifferent” to a 
theological quarrel between two sects of Mohammedans as was 
Galiio to what seemed to him a mere squabble between two 
sects of Jews. 

(3) Persecution, in the sense of repression for the purpose of 
maintaining true doctrine, is the outcome of Christianity, 

* In what 1 have said about the treatment of the Christians under the 
Boman Bmpire, 1 do not think I hare said anything: inconsistent with 
the views either of Prof, "W. 1£ Eamsay in his book on The Church in 
the Bomm Empire, or of Mr. B. G. Hardy in his Christianity and the 
Roman Qomrmnent. My statement is a rough, general one, takh^ no 
special account of variations of time and place ; hut I think it is true on 
the whole, and certainly true of the earlier history of the Church, 
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Spoh an assertion may seem a malignant slander, inexcusable 
in any one who remembers tbe words ascribed to Jesus in tbe 
Q-ospels “ Forbid him not,” spoken o£ one wbo followed not 
witb. tbe disciples, and yet used tbe name of tbeb Master to 
cast ont devils ; ^ or tbe rebuke addressed to James and Jobn, 
wben tbey wished to call down fire from heaven on the 
Samaritans who would not receive their Master ; ® or the 
lesson taught, but so often overlooked, in the parable of the 
Good Samaritan,® where the alien and heretic is held up as a 
model to be imitated, because of a land action, rather than the 
priest and Levite of orthodox Judaism; or the passages in 
which, in the spirit of the greatest of the old prophets, deeds of 
justice and mercy done in the service of humanity are made 
the passport to the kingdom of God, and not the profession of 
sound belief;* or the parable of the tares and the wheat, 
where the lesson of tolerance seems very explicitly taught.® 
Still more strongly might persecution seem to be excluded by 
the precepts of non-resistance ® (which most Christians have-, 
however, decided to be impracticable in their literal form), and 
by the prayer of divine pity on the cross : “ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do.” ^ The words “ Com- 
pel them to come in ” ® have, we know, been used to sanction 
the attempt to save souls from everlasting fire by penalties of 
terrestrial burning ; but such a use of the words is just one of 
the many mischievous absurdities which result when any book 
whatever is taken as a series of “ texts ” to be quoted, without 
reference to time and occasion, as absolute and final authorities 


* Mark ix. 39 ; iMke ix. 60. * £«/ce ix. 64, 66, 

* Luke X. 26-37. * Maii, vii, 21-23 ; xxv. 31-46, 

' Matt. xlii. 24-80. This parable is referred to by St. l!bomas 
Aquinas, 2a 2ae, qn. 11, art. 8, as an argomont that might be used for the 
toleration of heretics. On the same side he mentions also (1) 2 Timothy 
ii. (24-26) ; " 91he Lord's servant must not strive, but be gentle towards 
all, apt to teach, forbearing, in meekness correoting them that oppose 
themselves, if peradventure Ood may give them repentance unto the 
knowledge of the truth,” etc. ; for, as Aquinas says, if heretics are not 
tolerated, bat put to death, the power of repentance is taken away from 
them. And (2) 1 Cor, xi, (19), "iDbere must also be {pporM esse) heresies 
among you, that they whbh axe approved may he made manifest among 
you.” Against toleraiion he quotes only the passage from the JBSpistU to 
Tiim, fii 10^ 11. 'Set he sums up, as we have seen, against toleration. 
She *‘ConBill»tiiO* only is given in in.th6r Bickahy’s translation. 

* ACaift, V, 83-42. ^ Lukexmii. 84. * Islkexiv. 28. 
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on matters of belief or practice. “I come not to send peace, 
but a sword,” ^ is a prophecy, a warning of sufferings to come, 
and most certainly not a precept of persecution. We have 
already seen how the words of the Epistle to Titus, which imply 
a much more definite religious organisation than any of these 
sayings of the Gospels, are used by St. Thomas Aquinas to 
justify persecution. But in the I^istle to Titus not one word 
is said of anything beyond spiritual excommunication : “ A 
man that is heretical (or factious) after a first and second 
admonition refuse (or avoid), knowing that such a one is per- 
verted, and simreth, being self-condemned.” * It is very easy, 
however, to see how, when Christianity had become the pre- 
vailing religion in any district or community, the avoidance 
of intercourse with a heretic might come to be as effectual a 
measure for repressing the utterance of opinions disapproved 
of by the majoiity, or by those who controlled their conduct, 
as the “ boycott ” has proved to be in more recent times. The 
maintenance of uniformity of belief and practice and the exer- 
cise of a strict censorship over doctrine and morals within any 
Christian community thus prepared the way for the use of the 
secular arm in the repression of heresy, when the Roman world 
became converted to Christianity. 

When we speak of “ Christianity ” in any comparison be- 
tween it and other religions, we mean, of course, the Ohria- 
tianity which has actually manifested itself in history, and not 
what any one may conceive to be the ideal of the religion as 
originally taught. It is manifestly unfair to compare an ideal 
of one religion with the actually prevalent precepts and 
praoUoes of another. Now, in the sense in which we say that 
Christianity became the religion of the Roman world, in the 
sense in which we say that Christianity is now the religion of 
the most progressive and civilised part of the world, in the 
sense in which we compare the numbers of Christians with 
the numbers of Buddhists and Mohammedans, in that sense 
Christianity has been a persecutiog religion, and persecution 
has been of the essenoe of it in a sense in which that could 
not be said of any of the older tribal or political religions 
which it supplanted. This is the historical sense of Chris- 
tianity — the only sense which the term can bear in any 
soienl^Blo disonssion; in any other sense its meaning will vary 
* Matt, X 34, * jE^istle to Titus iii. 10, 11. Cf. above p, 162. 
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according to tliose passages of the Gospels^ or of the Pauline 
Epistles, or of the whole of the New Testament, or those inter- 
pretations of them which approve themselves to this or that 
person.^ Christianity in this historical sense is a religion 
which to elements derived from Jewish prophets has added 
elements derived from Greek metaphysics, and elements 
derived from Roman political admimstration ; it is a religion 
with definite theological doctrines and a definite system of 
government and discipline ; and it was only as such that 
Christianity could possibly have been the vehicle through 
which the northern barbarians, who destroyed the old civilisa- 
tion, could have received, as they did, an inheritance — maimed, 
indeed, and mutilated — of Greek intellectual culture, and of 
Roman legal and political institutions, 

The importance assigned to the possession of truth — of the 
truth — is one of the most fruitful ideas which Christianity has 
diffused in the modem world. From it has grown up that 
scientific spirit which is proving fatal to some traditional be- 
liefs — a devotion to truth as such, which in the ancient world 


‘ Thus, if some one quotes the dicta of St. Paul as expressing the 
Christian theory of the status of women, it is replied that the true Chris- 
tian theory is not to he found in the Paulme Epistles, but in the teaching 
and life of Jesus (who, however, though he had women among his 
followers, is not recorded to have chosen a single woman among his 
Apostles). The relation of Christianity to the status of women is a sub- 
ject capable of, and deserving, historical study; but we must take the 
whole range of Christian thought and practice on the subject, and not a 
few arbitrarily selected "texts” interpreted for the occasion. There is an 
interesting article on the subiect of "The Position of Women among the 
Early Christians” in the Contemporary JReview for September, 1889 
(vol. 56, p. 433 icg.), by Principal Donaldson; and this is what so 
scholarly and impartial a writer feels obliged to say : “ It is a prevalent 
opinion that woman owes her present high position to Christianity and 
the infiuences of the Teutonic mind. I used to believe this opinion, but 
in the £rst three centuries I have not been able to see that Christianity 
had any favourable effect on the position of women, but, on the contrary, 
that it tended to lower their character and contract the range of their 
activity.” Idks other writers {e,g. Mr. Gtalton), Dr. Donaldson calls at- 
tention to the mischief done to the race by the exaltation of virginity 
above marriage, and the consequent anrvival of the morally and intel- 
lectually unfittest. Yet, even on this, one must not exaggerate. How 
much more have the odibateDatin dergy done for civilisation than the 
inacried (S^reek clergy! Even If all the celibate Christians of the first 
three pentories had manried and left offepring, this^ so &r as one can see, 
would not have hlnddred the barbarian invasions. 
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waa known only to a few philosophers.’ But this very exalta- 
tion of the importance of knowing the truth was the souioe of 
“the persecuting spirit” when the truth was preached and 
thought of, not as something to be sought for by patient 
inquiry, as something towards which the “Spirit of truth”* 
would gradually guide mankind, but as a precious treasuie, or 
“ deposit of doctrine,” already possessed and enjoyod by 1 ho duly 
accredited teachers of the Church. Suoh a treasui'o might 
well seem fit to be defended and protected from everything 
that would diminish its size or impair its beauty. Among 
tbe rude barbarians out of whom the Church has moulded the 
nations of modem Euiope, this was the only way m which 
“ the trath ” was likely to be thought of. Add to this manner 
of conceiving truth the necessity of enforcing a rigid discipline, 
especially whilst the State waa in so many ways a weaker 
power than the Church, and the claim of the Church to be the 
one universal religion of the whole world, and it is difficult to 
see how an orthodox theologian of the thirteenth century, or 
any of those who derive their ideas from him, can escape from 
believing in the duty of repressing false doctrine where it is 
possible to do so, and by such means as experience has shown 
to he best for the purpose. The growth of large and powerful 
communities of “ heretics ” has obviously made it inexpedient 
or difficult to use the secular arm in direct defence of ortho- 
doxy; and certain forms of pnmshment have gone out of 
fashion. 

A large part of the arguments used by Locke in his Letiefs 
on Toleration are arguments which involve a complete ignoratio 
elmchi ; they are completely irrelevant, if supposed to be ad- 
dressed to a Roman Catholic or to any one who holds, as the 
early Puritans mostly did, that his religious body is in sole 
possession of the one truth about the highest and most im- 
portant of all subjects. Thus Locke assumes that ordinary 
morality is more important than the unity of the Church in 
faith and doctrine, an assumption which would not have been 
admitted by a great many Protestants of his own time. He 
assumes that he can lay down precisely the functions of Church 
and State respectively, and that “the care of souls cannot 

’ This affiliation waa suggeitad to me, I think, by a remark of M. 
Tarde’s in one of bis works, hut I cannot at present find the passage. 

* Cf. the words in John xvi. 18. 



174 TOLERATION [ch. vni 

belong to the civil magistrate,” which he interprets to mean 
“ that the magistrate’s power extends not to the establishing 
o£ any articles of faith or forms of worship, by the force of his 
laws ” — a principle which Anglican High Ohnrohmen of the 
KeoeiUeenth century type ^ would not have accepted, and which 
Eloman Catholics could hardly accept in its generality, because 
the magistrate might be using his power under the guidance 
of the Church. Locke defines the Church as “a voluntary 
society of men, joining themselves together of their own accord 
in order to the public worshipping of Grod in such manner as 
they judge acceptable to Him and effectual to the salvation 
of their souls” — a definition of the Church which Roman 
Catholics, Anglicans, and Presbyterians (as they were in the 
seventeenth century) would all have considered unsatisfactory. 
He condemns persecution solely because he cannot find it in 
the New Testament — an appeal to the sole authority of Scrip- 
ture interpreted by mere private judgment, which a Catholic 
theologian could not allow.* And we have already seen how 
St. Thomas Aquinas deals with the aa'gument from the New 
Testament. When Locke says that “ every Church is orthodox 
to itself; to others, erroneous or heretical,” he makes what 
many people would consider a very sensible remark, even if it 
be somewhat of a truism; but to an ardent theologian the 
remark may seem “ a blatant and atrocious error,” or to savour 
too much of flippancy to allow a belief in the writer’s sincerity. 
Locke draws the line between essentials and matters indifferent 
in religion at a different point from that where Roman Catholic 
or strict Anglican or Presbyterian would draw it. He lays 
down that “ there is absolutely no such thing under the gospel 
as a Christian commonwealth,” a proposition which very few 
Protestants even would have accepted iu the earlier part of the 

* Of. Gardiner, Hist, of England, 1603-1643, Vn. p. 137. 

* In Religion's Peace i or, A Plea for Liberty of Conscience (1614), by 

Leonard, work whioli ie claimed by tbs Baptists as one of ” the 

first arfcionlations of infant liberly "—the plan of toleration proposed in- 
olndes this provision : “ that it be lawful for every person or persons, yea, 
Jews and Papists, to write, dispute, confer and season, print and pnbllsb. 
any matter toUebing religion, eithmr fox or against whomsoever, dkodys 
protdded they aHege no Fathers for proof of any point of rdigicm,, hit 
only the Sioly Scriptvrres" {Tracts On Liberty of Conscferece, 1614r-1661, 
pubUphed by the Etaneerd KnoUys Sosiety, 1846, p, 61). Such limited 
**llh<Mrty of coasdenoe " would certainly have told hardly against many 
^ tba more luanted cuntrovetsiailets of the bevtoteenth century. 
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seventeenth century, and whieh many even of those opposed 
to State ohnxohes would hesitate to accept now. lie holds that 
“ the care of each man’s salvation belongs only to himself ” — a 
doctrine of extreme individualism in religion which would be 
rejected by the great majority even of Protestants. Locke, 
that is to say, argues throughout from the point of view of a 
“Liberal Christian” of very rationalistic tendencies, and his 
arguments could only appeal to those who had gone a very 
long way in his direction, and could not be accepted even by 
the most liberal of Catholics without very important qualifica- 
tions. 

A change in the notion of what constitutes a Church, and 
a change in opinion as to what is essential in religious be- 
lief and what is not, and furthermore, a diminished sense of 
the importance of correct intellectual conceptions about the 
nature of God and the Divine plan of the universe, with, per- 
haps, some scepticism as to the possibility of attaining com- 
plete certainty in such deep matters — these are the necessary 
preliminaries to an acceptance of Locke’s views on toleration. 
Contrast Locke’s position with that of St. Thomas Aquinas or 
Father Rickaby, and we have a very excellent measure of the 
gap between the premises from which persecution (where 
convenient) is a necessary deduction, and the premises which 
exclude persecution, with some exceptions. For Locke’s 
limitations are worth taking note of. Milton, in his Areopo- 
excludes from the toleration he advocates “ Popery and 
open superstition.” Locke has no objection to tolerate what 
he would consider “ superstition.” “ It may be said, what if a 
Church be idolatrous ” — what most Protestants said of Roman 
Catholicism, what most Puritans said of the Church of Eng- 
land — “is that also to be tolerated by the magistrate? I 
answer, what power can he given to the magistrate for the 
suppression of an idolatrous Church which may not in time 
and place be made use of to the ruin of an orthodox one ?” — 
a good diplomatic argument. But Locko holds (1) that those 
ought not to be tolerated “ who will not own and teach the 
duty of tolerating all men in matters of mere religion,” and 
(2) that “ that Church can have no right to be tolerated by 
the magistrate which is constituted upon such a bottom that 
all those who enter into it do thereby apse faeto deliver them- 
u]p to the protection and service of another prince.” 
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TJnder eitlier of these heads it would be easy to refuse tolera- 
tion to Roman Catholics. The important thing to note is, that 
in both oases Locke’s reasons for excluding these two classes 
from toleration are not theological or religious, but purely 
political, and the same remai’k applies to his reasons for exclud- 
ing Atheists. “ Promises, covenants, and oaths, which are the 
bond of human society, can have no hold upon an Atheist.” A 
Roman magistrate in the same way might have argued that a 
person who would not burn incense to the emperor’s statue 
could not possibly be a safe subject. 

Locke’s minimum of belief requisite in those who are to 
be tolerated comes to very much the same as Rousseau’s 
“ dogmas of the religion of the citizen as such ” (if so wo 
may paraphrase “ la religion civile ”), which are as follows : “ the 
existence of a God whose attributes are power, intelligence, 
beneficence, foreknowledge, and providential care ; a future life 
with rewards and punishments, the sanctity of the social con- 
tract and the laws— these are positive dogmas. As to negative 
dogmas, I limit them to one only — intolerance. . . . One 
should tolerate all those who tolerate others, so far as their 
dogmas contain nothing contrary to the duties of the citizen. 
But whosoever dares to say, Out of the Church no salvation, 
should be driven from the State.” “ It is impossible,” Rous- 
seau says, “ to live in peace with those whom one believes 
damned,” so that theological intolerance by itself excludes 
from citizenship on political grounds.^ Rousseau’s dogmas 
seem, indeed, rather more numerous than those of Locke ; and 
the citizen of Calvin’s Geneva anathematises in a sterner tone 
than the countryman and admirer of the mild and judicious 
Hooker. But Locke and Rousseau alike base the “persecu- 
tion ” they justify on purely political grounds. 

Yerymany persecutions, which have been regarded by those 
who suffered from them, and even by critical historians, as 
“ religious persecutions,” «.e. forcible interferences on the part 
of the State with liberty of expressing opinion on theological 
matters and with liberty of Worship, are much more properly 
classed as “ persecutions ” in the interests of political security 
and social peace and order. The persecutions of the Christians 
under the Roman Empire, certainly those under the early 
Empire, were acts of repression in the interests of poHtical 
^ Conilrat Social, IV, oh, viii., “ Pe la idigion civile.” 
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stability. The Roman magiatmte, as I bave already pointed 
out, did not punish the Christians for preaching the theologioal 
doctrines distinctive of their faith, as magistrates in Catholic 
countries afterwards punished Protestants, or as magistrates in 
Catholic and Protestant countries have often punished Socin- 
ians and Atheists ; to the lioman magistrate it was a matter 
of comparative indifference whether the Christians worshipped 
as a Cod one whom the Jews declared to be a man guilty 
of blasphemy, and whom a Roman magistrate had, foolishly 
perhaps, put to death as a rebel against Caesar; but to tbe 
Roman magistrate and to the Roman Emperor it did seem 
important to discourage secret assemblies and movements 
likely to cause a breach of the peace, and to ensure the poli- 
tical loyalty of the subjects and citizens of Rome. Now the 
persecution of Roman Catholics, and specially of the Jesuits in 
England in the days of Qiieon Elizabeth, was a persecution, 
in the main, for political reasons, — certainly aft&r the Pope, 
Pius V., had issued a bull of excommunication against the 
queen. After that, how could any one believe that a conscien- 
tious Roman Catholic could be a loyal subject f ^ The writ- 
ings of some Jesuits — whether disapproved or not at Rome 
— had, moreover, undoubtedly justified tbe assa-ssination of 
heretical princes who persecuted the true religion ; and every 
Jesuit was therefore — prosumptively — an instigator of treason. 
The methods of enforcing uniformity of religious worship 
adopted in Elizabeth’s reign are, indeed, uncongenial to the 
modern mind ; and it may very well be argued that the perse- 
cution of the Puritans was the beginning of a fatal poKcy which 
led to the civil dissensions of the following century, and was 
thus a most mistaken piece of statecraft. But with regard to 
the repression of Roman Catholicism, the case is somewhat 
different ; and it is quite possible for the historian, who regrets 


^ The Earl of Southampton asked Mary’s (the Queen of Scots) amhassa- 
dor, Bishop Lesley, whether, after the BuB, he oould in conscience obey 
Elizabeth. Lesley answered that, os long as she was the stronger, he 
ought to obey her. (The story is referred to by Hallam, Const, Jlist.^ oh. 
iii, [" World Library " edit., p. 116 wo^e].) If that was a widespread sen- 
timent, Elizabeth’s supporters had strong motives for keeping her the 
stronger: the rest was a question of means. And it may be very well 
argued that a toleration such as commends itself to us might have been 
fatal to the maintenance of Protestantism, in England in the time of 
Elizabeth* 
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tliat Catholic emancipation was so long delayed in this century, 
to recognise that to statesmen of Elizabeth’s day stringent 
measures may have seemed necessary purely on political 
grounds. "Was her government sufficiently stable to afford to 
tolerate those whose interest it undoubtedly was to upset her 
government if possible ? The rigid uniformity of belief en- 
forced in G-eneva or in Massachusetts was enforced, partly at 
least, on political grounds — to ensure a sufficient amount of 
cohesion in small communities struggling for their liberty. 
Such communities cannot afford to tolerate those who only ask 
for toleration, till they are strong enough to seize the govern- 
ment and refuse toleration to others. ^ 

The Federal Constitution of Switzerland may be regarded 
as very fairly representing the attitude of a democratio but 
prudent people, experienced in the working of institutions, 
towards the alleged right of religious liberty. The Swiss Con- 
stitution embodies elements derived from the experience (under 
which I include the mistakes) of French and American Con- 
stitutions; and the Swiss Federal Constitution guarantees 
religious liberty in a fuller sense than is done by the Constitu- 
tion of the United States of America. The American Federal 
Congress is forbidden (by the first Amendment to the Constitu- 
tion) “to make any law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or to prohibit the free exercise thereof, or to abridge the free- 
dom of speech, or of the press ” ; but the several States are left 
“ free ” to restrict the freedom of individuals on these matters. 
As a matter of fact, all the State Constitutions do now provide 
for religious freedom, and for the equality before the law of 
all religious denominations and their members; but several 
States, especially in the South, make any one who denies the 
existence of God ineligible for office (Arkansas, Maryland, Mis- 
sissippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Texas) ; in two States, 
Pennsylvania and Tennessee, another dogma of the “ civil re- 
ligion ” is required — ^the belief in fixture rewards and punish- 
memts. In Arkansas and Maryland a person who does not 
accept this belief is incompetent as a witness or juror.* “Ne- 
vada,” we are told, “ has recently disfiranohised all Mormons 
resident within her bounds.” * Many of the States, especially 

* Note A at the end of this chapter. 

* Br^foe, Awwricojj Gonmomiealth, ll. pp. 8G, 87. 1 

* Ql. pr 467 note. If it he said that the Monnons are pot dis- 
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in the North, had -what wore virtually SlaLo Churches tiU some 
time after the beginning of this century.^ But “religious 
equality,” as it is called, which simply means the absence of an 
Established Church, has nothing directly to do with the ques- 
tion I am at present considering, viz., the amount of liberty 
of expressing opinions on matters of religion, and the amount 
of liberty in following the precepts of this or that religion 
guaranteed to the individual. Although in Switzerland every 
canton has an Established Church or several Established 
Churches (the Swiss mode of recognising the equality of re- 
ligious bodies), the Federal Constitution of 1874 lays down 
(Art. 49) that “ freedom of conscience and belief is inviolable,” 
that “no person can bo constrainod to take part in a religious 
society, to attend religious instruction, to perfonn a religious 
rite, or to incur penalties of any kind whatever on account of 
reHgious opinion.” Furthermore, “ the exercise of civil or 
political rights shall not be abridged by any provisions or con- 
ditions whatever of an ecclesiastical or religious kind.” Those 
are provisions which restrict the power of the several cantons 
as well as of the Federal OoTernment to limit individual 
liberty, and not, Uke the provision I have quoted from the 
American Constitution, restrictions on the action of the Federal 
Legislature only. But the Swiss Constitution, though thus 
more favourable than the American to the liberty of the indi- 
vidual in matters of religion,® sets very distinct limits to that 


franchised on religioas grounds, this only famishes another illustration 
of what 1 am urging about a great deal of what is called “ religioas 
persecution ” — that it is professedly political or social. 

^ Article 8 of the “ Declaration of Eights ’’ of Massachusetts, 1780, ex- 
pressly asserts the right of the people to invest their legislature with 
the power to require the several towns and parishes “ to make suitable 
provision, at their own expense, for the public worship of G-od, and for 
the support and maintenance of public Protestant teachers of piety, re- 
ligion and morality in all oases where such provision shall not be made 
voluntarily.” This article remained unaltered till 1888. 

* Professor Tinoent, in his admirable work on /SSflto emd Federal 
Sovernment in Smteerlanct, iMnlcB that " so long as the oantons main- 
tain established religions, or even attempt to support the ministry of all 
the chief sects alike, there will he limitations to religious liberty not 
known in the United States. ... So far as private belief is con- 
cerned, no limitations are set ; hut as to taxation for religious purposes, 
complete freedom is yet to be obtained " (p. 98). This passage seems to 
me to show some confusion between the ** liberty ” of (i,e, the absence of 
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lilaerty. In the same Article, 49, it is provided that" No person 
shall, on account of a religious belief, release himself from the 
accomplishment of a oivU duty,” which means among other 
things that a Quaker’s conscientious objection to bear arms 
would not be respected by the law. The 50th Article provides 
that “the free exercise of religious worship is guaranteed within 
the limits compatible with publio order and good morals ” ; and 
on grounds of public order noisy processions have been pro- 
hibited, although thoy constituted the mode of worship of a 
religious body. Article 61 prohibits the reception of the order 
of the Jesuits, and of societies affiliated with them, in any part 
of Switzerland. Now the Quaker, the member of the Salvation 
Army, and the Jesuit may all declare that they have undergone 
“ religious persecution " in Switzerland ; but in aU oases the 
ground of action on the part of the Swiss authorities is 
political and social, not theological. 

In this country, so far as the law of the land is concerned, 
freedom of discussion on religious matters is not recognised. 
It is still possible to prosecute any one who has been educated 
in Christianity for denying the authority of the Scriptures. 
Practically we know that an anti-orthodox lecturer or writer 
is not likely (that is all we can say) to be found guilty by a 
jury, if he does not grossly offend the average sentiment of 
the community by coarse and offensive attacks on prevalent 
beliefs. The punishment, when nowadays inflicted, is a 
punishment for a breach of good manners and decency in 

State control over) religious bodz'es, and the liberty of the individual in 
matters of religious belief (t.e. absence of civil or political disabilities 
arising from, the opinions of the Individual). Even on the matter of 
“ taxation for religious purposes,” the Swiss Federal Constitution lays 
down that “No person is bound to pay taxes of which the proceeds are 
specidoally appropriated to the actual expenses of the worship of a re- 
ligious body to which he does not belong. !Che details of the carrying 
out of this principle are reserved for federal legislation ” (Art. 49). But 
let us grant that, through imperfection in such legislation, a small fraction 
of the taxes paid by a conscientious ” free thinker." who doubts a future 
life, is divided among the four established churches of HeucMtel (where 
“ the liberty of the conscience of the eoolesiastio ’’ in the Protestant 
Ohiuch is declared inviolable— no test being permissible), has he less 
“ religious liberty ” than he would have in the State of Arkansas, wheare 
his evidence would not be received in a law-court maintained out of 
taxes that he cannot escape paying ? To the probable pressure of publio 
opinion in the way of restricting liberty of thought undev the latter 
condition, I am not here referring. 
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controversy rather than a punishment for heresy. And it 
would he more in accordance with national honesty, as well as 
a necessary security against the possibility of purely “ theo- 
logical ” persecution in some time of panic, if legislation 
expressly determined the limits of free discussion by consider- 
ations of decency alone, and not by any considerations of 
doctrine.^ In all countries, indeed, even in those which guar- 
antee a natural right of liberty to their citizens, the liberty 
practically conceded depends on the prevaihng sentiment of 
the community more than on anything else. The standard of 
what is permissible in controversy is in the last resort deter- 
mined by the prevailing sentiment of the community, and at 
the present moment there is probably in this country, at least 
in large towns, a greater practical liberty, or license, in the 
matter of religious or irreligious ©ocentricity than is enjoyed, 
or dreaded, by the citizens of most of the American States. 

At the same time it must be allowed that the existence of 
an express declaration in favour of liberty of any kind — ^how- 
ever little it is actually guaranteed by the existing laws — ^has 
a certain moral effect in influencing the sentiment of the com- 
munity, and it may at least supply auy one who is struggling 
for greater liberty than exists with a convenient rhetorical 
premiso. On these grounds, as already suggested,® Declarations 
of Eights have their practical advantages. 

I have not attempted to distinguish (4) “ social ” * &om 
“political ” reasons for limiting liberty of expressing opinions, 
or of performing what may be considered religious acts. As 

* The Anglo-Indian Penal Code may be taken as representing admirably 
the •principU on which alone most thoughtful persons in this country 
would nowadays think it right to limit “ liberty ” in matters of religion. 
Thus chapter xy. sec, 298 makes insult, with deliberate intention, to auy 
religion, penal. The preceding sections forbid injuring or defiling places 
of worship with intent, disturbing religious assemblies, trespassing on 
burial places, etc. In chapter ziv. sec. 292, under the clause making penal 
the printing or exhibiting, etc., of obscene books, paintings, etc,, an excep- 
tion is made in favour of “ representations, sculptured, engraved, painted, 
or otherwise represented, on or in auy temple or on any oar used for the 
conveyance of idols, or kept or used for any religious purpose.” Aristotle 
even in his ideal state is similarly complaisant to existing religious pre- 
judices. “Let the rulers take care that there he no image or picture 
representing unseemly actions, except in the temples of those gods at 
whose festivals the law [f.e. custom] permits even ribaldry.” — Pol,, VH. 
11 , § 10 . 

® Of, above, p. 166. 


• Of. above, p. 108. 
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already suggested, I do not think the Tribal, Political and 
Social Reasons can be clearly distinguished from one another. 
All are different stages of the same principle, and all together 
can be distinguished from the “ theological ” reasons. It might 
indeed be said that in the tribal stage of society the political 
and theological reasons were simply not yet differentiated. 
The cohesion of the tribe and the worship of the tribal god 
(who is perhaps thought of as the ancestor of the tribe) were 
bound up together. An insult to the god was an insult to the 
tribe. In the clearly political stage of thought on the subject, 
it is possible to recognise the principle Deorum injurice dis curm, 
interfering with religion only for reasons of State, for the re- 
pression of treason or the maintenance of peace and order. 
In the distinctly theological stage, on the other hand, the 
purity of doctrine is something to be maintained, even at the 
risk of temporal loss and injury to the nation ; purely theo- 
logical persecution has therefore usually been more an eccle- 
siastical ideal than a historical fact. In practice, elements of 
tribal sentiment or supposed political and social expediency 
have generally been among the motives which have induced 
the secular magistrate to put his sword at the disposal of the 
spiritual power. 

We judge past ages very unfairly if we suppose that people 
could have been actuated by the same motives which are 
predominant now, stiU more if we suppose that the circum- 
stances in which they had to decide on a course of action pre- 
sented themselves to their minds as they do to ours now in the 
light of subsequent events ; and most of all do we judge un- 
fairly, if we neglect the difference between their circumstances 
(as they saw them) and the circumstances with which we are 
familiar. In primitive conditions of society — 1 am using the 
term “primitive” in a very wide sense— in a tribal society or 
a small Gtreek city-state living in perpetual fear of attack &om 
without, a very rigid cohesion is the primary essential of ex- 
istence, and therefore the most important factor in all moral 
judgments, A society of this sort which did not repress dis- 
aeuters from the worship that held the community together 
would have Kttle chance of holding its own in the struggle 
for exmtenoe. Even, the powerful and intelligent city of 
A'thens suffered, not perhaps from the corruption introduced 
by t^e Sophists, b^itfeom ti.e decay of social cohesion and 
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growth, of individualism, of which the appearance and popu- 
larity of the Sophists was only one symptom. We should not 
blame the average Athenian too severely if he thought the 
teachings of Socrates socially and politically dangerous ; we 
may be grateful to Athens that the degree of toleration she did 
allow made the teaching of Socrates possible through so many 
years. The great empires like the Persian, the Macedonian, 
the Roman, contained within their limits many tribal religions 
and many city-state religions, and it is in the co-existence of 
these differences under the shadow of one ruling power that 
we get the first form of toleration as a recognised principle. 

In the Middle Ages it must be remembered that it was the 
Church rather than the Holy Roman Empire which really in- 
herited the sovereignty of Rome; and the persecutions of 
heretics at the suggestion of tho .Church may be regarded as 
the endeavour of the Church to maintain its own cohesion — an 
endeavour greatly checked by the mutual jealousy of the differ- 
ent parts of Christendom. The Reformers certainly did not 
think of themselves as setting up new Churches alongside of 
the existing Church. For them also there was only one Uni- 
versal Church, though there might be considerable permissible 
differences between its forms in one nation ahd in another. 
But the growing varieties of Protestantism and the success of 
the Catholic reaction made the theory, and even the ideal, of 
one Universal Ohurob seem, to statesmen at least, more and 
more impossible ; and people became accustomed to the idea 
of different political societies living alongside of one another, 
and yet adhering to different religions. Chijua regio, ejus religio 
— that the religion of the people must follow the religion of the 
prince— seems to ns the very reverse of a principle of religious 
liberty ; but there is no doubt that its acceptance as a political 
necessity marked an important advance in the direction of 
toleration. It put aside the idea of a crusade for the universal 
destruction of heresy. That different religions communities 
might safely be permitted to co-exist within the same political 
community was an idea that took a much longer time to pre- 
vail. In Switzerland, as a whole, it was not recognised till 1848. 
The efforts of minorities to gain toleration for themselves iu the 
hope of finally prevailing prepared the way for acquiescence in 
muttial tolsraiion without the hope of uniformity. No re- 
ligious body as such can claim the merit of having adonted 
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toleration as its principle, till a certain amount of toleration 
had already been forced on them by the practical necessities of 
the statesman. Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, In- 
dependent have aU been persecuted, and have all persecuted 
■when they had the opportunity. If the Baptists have never 
persecuted, it must be borne in mind that they never had the 
opportunity. The Quakers indeed may claim the honourable 
distinction of having been often the victims but never the 
agents of religious persecution ; but a nation of Quakers could 
never have existed without deserting the principle of non-resist- 
ance. They would have been the easy prey of any enterprising 
neighbour.^ They could only become a nation by converting 
the whole world, and if they did so they would probably 
undergo a change like that which makes the difference between 
the Christians of the first and those of the fourth century — 
between the apostles and the Emperor Constantine. 

Apart from a strict application of the principle of non- 
resistance, the adoption of toleration as a principle implies 
either a statesman’s view of religious differences as compatible 
with pohtioal cohesion — a view only possible when a consider- 
able degree of political and social stability has been attained ; 
or it implies the adoption of an attenuated religious creed, so 
that the number of non-essential articles increases, while that 
of essentials diminishes. Locke could tolerate diversity of 
opinion about the sacraments or about the Trinity; these 
seemed non-essential to him. But, as I have shown, his argu- 
ments have no force against those who really think a right 
belief about the Trinity, or a due observance of the sacra- 
ments, essential to salvation, as Locke thought the belief in a 
God essential to social and political stability. The growth 
of charily is greatly due to the decay of faith, if “ faith” is to 
be measured by the number of doctrines in which people 

^ Fennsylvania may seem to be a refutation of tbis statement ; but the 
Indians witb whom Ihe Quaher settlers in Pennsylvania had to do were 
only the Delawares, who were in subjeotion to the powerful Iroquois, who 
were the firm allies of the English against the Preach (see Piske, The 
Beginniiiigs of Tfeuo Ragland, p. 206). IThe Quakers profiled here, as else- 
where, hy the fighting habits of other people. In the earlier half of the 
eighteenth century, daring the struggles between the Pnglish and the 
Prenok in Amerioa, Pennsylvania std^ed much from Indian raids, her 
Quaker inhabitants not defending the frontiers (Thwaitesi The Cotonies 
[in ^‘Bpoohs of American History "I p. 277). 
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profess to believe. On the other band, if faith be taken, to 
mean faith in human nature and in the rationality of the pro- 
cess of evolution, it is only suoh faith that makes toleration 
possible; for to suoh faith the various beliefs about which 
men have fought so fiercely are “ but broken lights,” or par- 
tial truths, which are false if taken to be the whole truth, 
That there should be diversity of belief may even be thought 
of as an advantage : there is more variety for natural selection 
to work upon. There is a security against stagnation. There 
is an educative infiuence in the substitution of peaceable dis- 
cussion for forcible repression. 

To many, suoh an attitude towards religious questions may 
seem incompatible with what they regard as the necessarily 
dogmatic character of religion. Believing that they possess 
absolute certainty on some matters at least, they may yet 
allege that they do not wish to persecute, but only to persuade. 
Probably nowadays the most bigoted religionist does not 
really wish to him the worst of heretics, even if he had the 
power, and was not in fear of reprisals. But suppose him to 
have the power to control the educational system in a country, 
and to check the diffusion of what he considers blasphemous 
and immoral literature ; if a scholar or a scientific man in such 
a country is prohibited from teaching, and finds that the works 
of Renan and Strauss, of Darwin and Spencer, which he has 
ordered from abroad, are seized and destroyed on the frontier, 
is it wrong to say that he is “persecuted,” merely because he 
is not burned along with the heretical volumes ? Undoubtedly 
a milder tone has spread into the words even of those whose 
principles lead logically to intolerance. Just as Protestantism 
has influenced the Oatholioism which rejected it, so that toler- 
ant and reverent Rationalism, of which Locke was one of the 
great initiators, has infiuenced Protestant and Catholic alike : 
and the duty of repressing heretics by the secular arm, where 
it is possible and expedient, is a principle that is kept in the 
background, from a sort of politeness, or is only treated as an 
ancient weapon, to be laid up in the museum rather than in 
the armoury, and to be referred to with a sort of pious regret, 
like the sigh for the godly discipline of old days at the be- 
ginning of the Anglican Oomanination Service. 


Ought we to tderate those who are bound by their professed 
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principles not to tolerate us ? On this question of casuistry, the 
doctors of “ Liberalism” have answered differently ; “ No ” (as 
we have seen) is the answer of Locke and Rousseau; “ Yes ” 
is the answer of Renan, in a passage in his Lectures on Borne 
and Christianity. “ I have no right to prevent any one from 
expressing his opinion, but no one has the right to prevent 
me from expressing mine. That is a theory which will 
appear very humble to the transcendental doctors who beheve 
themselves in possession of absolute -truth. We have a great 
advantage over them. They are obliged in oonsistenoy to be 
persecutors; as for us, we can be tolerant, tolerant even 
towards those who, if they had the power, would not be 
tolerant towards us. Yes, let us go as far as this paradox > 
Liberty is the best weapon against the enemies of liberty. 
Certain fanatics say to us with sincerity, ‘ We take the liberty 
you give us, because you owe it to us on your principles ; but 
you should not receive it from us, because we do not owe it to 
you.’ Very well, let us give them liberty all the same, and 
do not let us imagine we shall be cheated in the bargain. No ; 
liberty is the great solvent of aU fanaticisms. La demanding 
hberty for my enemy, for him who would suppress me if he 
had the power to do so, I give him in reality the worst gift 
he could receive. I compel him to drink a strong beverage, 
which will turn his head, whilst I shall keep mine steady. 
Science can endure the virile rule of liberty : fanaticism and 
superstition cannot endure it. . . , The essential thing 
is not to silence a dangerous doctrine, to quench a discordant 
voice ; the essential thing is to put the human intellect in a 
condition in which the mass may see the uselessness of these 
outbnrsts of anger. When such a spirit becomes the atmo- 
sphere of society, the fanatic cannot find anything more to live 
on. He is himself vanquished by the prevailing gentleness.” ^ 
Now, this characteristic passage of the great French writer 
contains a profound truth, which rests on facts of ordinary 
human nature, and on a large experience of history. But the 
principle of tolerating even the intolerant is asserted in too 
general terms. When we beUeve that the principle of intoler- 
ance has become a mere pious opinion, a mere “ counsel of per- 
fection ” fcff a commonwealth that is not likely to be realised, 
it is ea^ enough to give to those who hold the principle and 
* <ka0me»s fit, 206-207 I^acjiwtaB, 1880), 
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prodaim it the toleration of an easy-going contempt. But when 
some new belief is still struggling for existence amid hostile 
surroundings, as was the case with Protestantism in the six- 
teenth century, a general toleration on the part of those hold- 
ing the new belief is more doubtful policy, and is certainly less 
likely to be thought of. Direct persecution has indeed almost 
always proved a clumsy and inefificient measure of securing 
uniformity, unless, as was the case in Spain, it is made so 
thoroughgoing as to sap the whole intellectual vigour of a 
people. But few persons have the opportunities or the special 
gifts req[uired to make the perfectly unflinching persecutor; 
and any inconsistent clemency allows some seeds to survive 
that will spring up again, watered by the tears, if not by the 
blood, of martyrs. On the other hand, an absolutely universal 
toleration is inconsistent with any social cohesion whatever. It 
is only on the basis of a fi.rmly established foundation of political 
and social stability that what are generally imderstood by 
liberty of religion, liberty of the press — liberty in the propa- 
gation of opinions generally — can be granted or are likely to 
be granted. Only those who feel themselves secure can afford 
to tolerate attacks upon themselves; and toleration is then their 
wisest policy. 

The last sentences in the passage I have quoted from Eenan 
suggest that he is assumiug what iu the eyes of some of the 
“ enemies ” he tolerates would seem a very important restric- 
tion on liberty. Who is to control education? Even Lord 
Burleigh was prepared to tolerate Papists, provided that he 
might bring up tbeir children as Protestants.^ Suppose a 
country in which complete liberty of the press, complete 
liberty of religion (and of irreligion), complete liberty of 
association were aU guaranteed by the law, or, if you like, by 
the absence of all laws on the subject ; suppose, moreover, 
that in such a country the Government rigidly abstained, in the 
interests of complete liberty of thought, from instituting any 
system of public education whatever. Suppose, in fact, that 
we had the ideal state of Mr. Auberon Herbert, or at least that 
of Mr. Herbert Spencer. But suppose, further, that the best 
schools iu the country were those managed by the Society of 
Jesus, and that the members of tins Society, constantly re- 
cruited by picked men from other countries as well as from 
^ $ee note A at the ead of this chapter. 
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tl:w.t 'w© are considering, gradually obtained, through their 
influence as educators, a complete ascendancy over the majo- 
rity of the population ; is it difidoult to foresee that ecclesi- 
astical denunciations and excommunications would come to be 
more deterrent than any laws in checkmg the growth of 
heresy or free-thought ? And it would be only a step farther 
to suppose the whole population, with hardly a protest, abolish- 
ing the unchristian “ Liberalism ” of the old constitution (or 
we should rather say, of the old Anarchy), and agreeing to 
the establishment of a “Christian Commonwealth," which 
would burn every copy of Eenan’s works on the frontier. 
With a general system of education in the hands of the 
Q-overnment, with Universities free from clerical control, or 
aflTected by very diverse theological influences, and with cleri- 
cal influence largely neutralised by ecclesiastical dissensions, 
with the consequent interminglmg and intercourse of those 
brought up in different religious beliefs ; it is possible to toler- 
ate the advocates of a hypothetical intolerance — possible even 
to tolerate the Jesuits, when they are not too numerous, and 
when there is a traditional hostility to thorn well diffused 
throughout the community. But it is all a question of time 
and place ] and, in the interests of toleration, it would be un- 
wise to adopt any such extreme principles as would be likely 
to endanger toleration itself. As to education, that cannot 
safely be left alone by the State; for education left alone 
by the State means either a very illiterate and ignorant popu- 
lation, or a population educated by voluntary associations — 
that is, mainly, by religious sects. In neither case is there 
much likelihood of any considerable amount of freedom of 
thought being practically granted. 

Many persons sincerely hold that a purely “ secular " edu- 
cation, such as the State can ensure, contains grave moral 
dangers ; and that some amount of religious teacl^g must be 
given — ^perhaps some minimum, such as “the Bible.” The 
policy may be a wise one, but those who advocate it have no 
right to allege that they ere supporters of complete religious 
liberty. If we use language carefully, no one (except ^ar- 
ohists) does bolieve in unlimited Hberty of thought ; and, on 
the other hand, no one allows no liberty of thought whatever. 
Even the strictest of seots have drawn their own distinctions 
between things essential and things indifferent. Dven the 
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most tolerant of persons wotild impose some ctieoli on the in- 
dulgence in personal abuse under the guise of freedom' of 
opinion. It is easy to tolerate differences of opinion and of 
practice in matters which we regard as more or less “ indif- 
ferent ” ; it is very difficult to tolerate differences in what we 
regard as essentials, and, to some, it may seem questionable 
how far it is morally right to do so. 

People tolerate differences in matters of religion, but they 
are not so willing to tolerate differences of opimon in matters 
of morality, except within somewhat narrow limits. A strong 
point with the advocates of very strict limits to toleration in 
matters of religion has always been that freedom of thought 
and expression in religious matters is certain to lead to free- 
dom of thought, and ultimately to license of conduct, in mat- 
ters of morality. To the average educated person in most 
civilised countries, it seems easy enough to differentiate re- 
ligious from moral questions, and especially easy to differenti- 
ate theological from moral questions, and consequently to 
allow a very wide liberty with regard to the former ; while re- 
stricting by the pressure of public opinion, and sometimes by 
the agency of law, any similar liberty with regard to the 
latter. TWe is indeed one obvious and important difference 
between religious and moral tenets : tbat the truth or falsehood 
of religious beliefs cannot he verified by reference to experi- 
ence ; whereas the effect of moral principles on conduct and 
the effect of conduct on social well-being seem to admit of such 
verification in experience. The effect of religious beliefs or dis- 
beliefs on the destiny of individuals in a future life admits of 
no test which the ordinary understanding can be expected to 
apply ; their effect on the well-being of a society in the pre- 
sent world does admit of suoh a test, though it is a test which 
many eoolesiastios would not regard as satisfactory — ^they would 
refuse to consider maforiaZ well-being, or even mieZZecZMfltZ pro- 
gress, a proper measure of the value of religion. "While willing 
to put down to the credit of Christianity the higher civili- 
sation and worldly success of the Christian nations, and while 
ready to put down “ the horrors of the Prenoh Bevolution to 
the discredit of eighteenth century Bationalism, Catholic 
controversialists would, not tdlow the greater material pros- 
perity and intelleotual progress of Protestant countries to he 
considered an argument in favour of Protestantism.^ 

* “ The Church,” according to Cardinal Newman, “ pronounces the 
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■When, appeal is made, however, to moral superiority or 
moral progress, it is supposed that the appeal is made to 
something on which we are all agreed. Yet is the appeal as 
decisive as it might seem at first? There are people who 
would measure the morality of a country solely by the paucity 
of illegitimate births ; yet a neighbouring people, with a less 
complete recognition of the virtues that keep the family 
together, may be superior in industry and in honesty. Take 
the number of suicides, the number of divorces, the number of 
convictions for murder, for assaults, for attacks on property, 
the prevalence of drunkenness — any of the departments of 
conduct that admit of statistical enumeration — and we should 
find very conflicting results as to the moral condition of differ- 
ent countries. Moreover, it is useless to take any of these 
numbers and consider merely the percentage to population, 
without taking account of race, climate, industrial conditions, 
the laws of the country at the time, and the success with 
which they are enforced. Thus, e.gr., in a country where divorce 

momentary wish, if conscious and deliberate, that another should he 
struck down dead, or suffer any other grievous misfortune, as a hlaokei 
sin than a passionate, nnpremeditated attempt on the liie of the 
Sovereign, She considers direct unequivocal consent, though as quick as 
thought, to a single unchaste desire, as indefinitely more heinous than 
any he which can possibly he fancied; that is, when that lie is viewed, of 
course, in itself, and apart from its causes, motives, and consequences. 
[How a lie can he viewed “ in itself,” and yet ethically, is not explained.] 
Take a mere heggai-woman, lazy, ragged, and filthy, and not over-scrupu- 
lous of truth— (I do not say she had arrived at perfection)— hut if she is 
chaste and sober and cheerful, and goes to her religions duties (and 1 am 
supposing not at all an impossible case), she will, in the eyes of the 
Church, have a prospect of heaven which is quite closed and refused to 
the State’s pattern man, the just, the upright, the generous, the honour- 
able, the oonscientiouB, if he he all this, not from a supernatural power 
(I do not determine whether this is Ubely to he the fact, but I am con- 
trasting views and pnndples), — not from a supernatural power, hut from 
mere natural virtue” {Anglican JEfficuUies, p. 006 seq., quoted by 
Mr. W. S. liliy, in his CMraderistica from the Writings of J, S. IK). 
Sromthe point of view of "the Church,” os here explained, social pro- 
gress would he estimated by a standard incommensurable with that which 
the statesman is bound to apply. The forms of Protestantism which 
incline to Anianomian views of piety would supply still more startling 
difierences from the statesman’s standard. A Highlander, who cou- 
sidered himself a devout Christian, is reported to have said of an ac- 
quaintanhe: ”0onald’s a rogue, and a cheat, and a villain, and a liar; 
but he's a good, pious mao.” Probably Donald ” kept the Sabhath—and 
eyeiytblng etea he could lay bis hands on.” 
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is permitted oe many grounds, there will he more divorces, hut 
not necessarily more frequent violations of the duties of the 
family, than in countries where divorce is more difficult or 
impossible to obtain. 

Still, in spite of the dispute wbioh may arise about certain 
parts of morality, there does seem to be a sufficient consensus 
of opinion as to right and wrong, which contrasts markedly 
with the difCerenoes of opinion as to matters of religion. 
People who would differ from one another in thoir views as to 
the nature of God, as to the possibility of miracles, as to the au- 
thority of Scripture, as to the definition ol a Chur oh, the value 
of the Sacraments, etc., would recognise a common standard 
on the leading principles of morality — so far as general state- 
ments go. As to the indiapensability for human life of certain 
fundamental virtues, such as justice, fidelity, self-control, 
there would be no dispute. Tho differences would show them- 
selves, however, the moment it came to be considered what 
kind of acts were just ; under what conditions promises were and 
were not binding, and what degree of self-control was neoes- 
sary in the different departments of life. As to what people 
will tolerate in the way of discussion on moral matters, I 
think we may say that they are generally ready to allow dis- 
cussion of a serious kind, provided any novel proposals do not 
go very far beyond what they are aoonstomed to, or else go so 
very far that they do not seem likely to bear practical fruit, 
Thus people who disapprove of all divorce may allow discussion 
on the subject of divorce, but would certainly disapprove, and 
might even be inclined to punish an attack on the institution 
of the family as they understand it. But an advocacy of ocan- 
plete community of wives and children, as in Plato’s Repuhlic, 
would seem too alien from their accustomed world to be likely 
to he of any practical danger to morality. There is, however, 
a growing feeling that discussion of moral principles is to be 
tolerated or not very much according to the seriousness of 
tone with which it is carried on, and the absence of appeals to 
individual passion or selfishness. This, we may say, is the 
modern form of the distinction which used to be made be- 
tween serious discussions among the learned and the dissemina- 
tion of dangerous and unsettling opinions among the ignorant 
multitude who are ruled by custom and authority and not by 
reason. When all are supposed by a convention of dexpo- 
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cratic sentimont to bo reasonable, and when private judgment 
is plaimed as a right, or recognised as a duty, the distinction 
comes to be drawn differently, the mode of speech being 
accounted more important than the class of persons addressed. 
The same standard is therefore applied to controversy about 
moral, as about religious questions — a standard of decency 
rather than a standard o£ orthodoxy. It should not be for- 
gotten, however, how relative such a standard is ; and the wise 
maxim is therefore, in doubtful cases, to give the person ac- 
cused of “ indecency,” in speech or writing or act, the benefit 
of the doubt. Any repression that sems to any considerable 
number of serious-minded pemons to err in the direction of in- 
tolerance is certain to be accompanied by clandestine attempts 
to evade the law, of which attempts there will not be suffici- 
ently general disapproval. 

To those who approach ethical questions with the idea that 
everything must have an indisputable and dogmatio basis, 
such a position may seem dangerous and unstable. How, it 
may be ashed, are we to avoid complete moral anarchy if 
everything may be questioned, provided the assailant of ac- 
cepted principles says with any plausibility that he is a serious- 
minded person ? Such an ohjection ignores the principle on 
which scientific ethics rest — the principle of consistency or 
coherence — the principle which the Kantian ethics express 
in the form of universality. In moral matters, because of the 
necessities of education — for no other reason- — the burden of 
proof must be laid on the assailant of accepted beliefs. Any 
one who simply attacks and insults accepted beliefs about right 
or wrong may fairly be regarded as not a serious-minded inno- 
vator. He may fairly be asked to show that the principles he 
advocates would work out better than the accepted principles. 
The thief implies the existence of private property, and 
profits by it : his conduot does not belong to a system under 
which a society could exist at all, No society could exist 
iy every one stealing from everybody else. On the other 
hand, the advocate of commxtnism may be wise or foolish; 
hut h$ 13 advooatmg a social system, and attacks existing 
insbitutiona from the standpoint of an alleged better society. 
Similarly, the adulterer presupposes the existence of the 
family, and uses it to his own advantage : whereas the advo- 
cate of complete promisouity may be foolish, but he is argu- 
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ing from the point of view of an alleged better society, not 
from the point of view of the mere selfish violator of eTtin Hti g 
institutions. 

When we have to deal with works of art, it is more difficult 
to apply this test of sincerity — ^the possession of an ideal sys- 
tem ; for the artist as such does nob work in a medium of 
general conceptions, nor has his work any direct social aim. 
Where a work of art (a book or picture) seems to the average 
person grossly indecent, the artist is bound to prove that his 
work involves real, thorough, earnest labour. The test of ear- 
nest, hard work may be suggested as a help towards distin- 
guishing the serious artist from the manufacturer of mere 
indecencies ; it is one form of the general ethical test of co- 
herence. The virtue of industry, of honest work, may go 
along with many defects, but cainnot go along with mere reck- 
lessness and absence of all sense of responsibility. 

We may lay down general precepts which seem to us per- 
fectly unexceptionable, and wo may expect to escape the mis- 
takes of our predecessors and not to be found persecuting those 
whom a later age will venerate or at least excuse : neverthe- 
less, we may ho certain that similar mistakes will be made 
again and again. Every new idea with regard to matters of 
religion, or matters of morality, must offend a great mass of 
prevalent opinion, and must struggle for existence among the 
ideas already in possession of the ground. This is inevitable ; 
and it need not be a matter of regret. A great many new ideas 
are not true or valuable, and it is well that they should not 
survive. A general willingness to take up every idea, simply 
because it is new, is not a healthy sign either of a society or of 
an individual mind. On the other hand, the society which re- 
jects every new idea condemns itself to stagnation and decay. 
The safest principle is that the fight between ideas should be 
carried on as fairly, and with as much courtesy as possible. 
Tu silence an opponent by burning him, or even by burning his 
hooks, is a brutal kind of argument ; but if you really think 
his ideas nonsense, and mischievous nonsense, there is no 
reason for hesitatmg to say so. To go on, however, to suggest 
that he is an immoral person, or that his motives (about which 
you know nothing) in publishing his opinions are bad motives, 
is to overstep the limits of decent controversy. On the other 
hand, ridicule is a fair weapon on the whole, and is a great 
improvement on the Inquisition or the censorship. 

IJ, R. 
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There is, too, au obvious difference — analogous to that 
already referred to — between tolerating the publication of 
books which you (whoever the “you” may be) may think 
injurious to religion and morality, and tolerating the thrusting 
of these books in a cheap form under the notice of young and 
inexperienced persona. If a firm of booksellers or the mana- 
gers of a circulating library “ boycott ” a certain class of 
books, it is perfectly legitimate to ridicule their conduct, 
and try to show the mconaistenoy of countenancing the 
works of X, while refusing to supply the works of Y and Z ; 
but the only way to make the purveyors of innocuous litera- 
ture alter their conduct is to alter the opinions of the great 
reading pubHc ; and then the amateur censorship of the press, 
exercised by Messrs. Blank and Company, will be sure to 
alter its character. If we jiak the great reading public, who 
are the clients of Messrs. Blank and Company, to abstain from 
prohibiting our books altogether, we must not complain if the 
private and unofficial “ boycott ” is substituted for the public 
censorship. We must tolerate, in our turn, what we think the 
pig-headedness of the great reading public. The case is 
different when books are bought, as in a rate-supported 
library, out of money to which the whole community contri- 
butes ; it is then fair to demand that any book likely to be 
desired by a sufficient number of readers shall be supplied. 
Bub here, in disputed oases, the only fair resort is to a poll, 
and the decision of the majority must be accepted as final — 
“ until the times do alter.” No one, nob even if he considers 
himself sent direct from heaven to preach a Hew gospel, can 
claim any political or social right to thrust hie notions upon 
people against their wish — he may consider it a moral duty 
to do so, but he must be prepared to face the odium of society. 
It would be unreasonable to demand a law compelling Mrs. 
Grundy to leaveher card on every apostle of every “new spirit” : 
and the apostle would probably not benefit by such a law in 
the long run. The initiator must be prepared to figbt his way 
to recognition ; his ideas may be destructive to the society he 
addresses, and need he he astonished if that society is reluc- 
tant to hear him ? Leave him alone, according to Gamaliel’s 
wise precept of tolerance; neither give the foolish fanatic 
undeserved honour of martyrdom, nor raise^ dangerous 
obstacles to the peaceable transition of society from one stage 
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to another. Such tolerance implies a belief in the tiltimate 
rationality of that struggle between institutions and ideas 
which makes the most interesting part of the world’s history ; 
but, as I have already pointed out, it is a tolerance only likely 
to be felt and allowed by those who consider themselves fairly 
secure in their position, and who do not fear a violent over- 
throw. One of the lessons of experience is that toleration 
itself offers a safety-valve, and prevents explosions. There 
must be variety of ideas for the selecting process to work 
upon ; but in the evolution of ideas and institutions, the less 
the lives and welfare of individual human beings are sacrificed, 
the higher is the type of evolution.* 


* Since writing the above, I see that, in the Internatioiial Journal of 
Ethics for April, 1894, Mr. J. 0. Smith, criticising an essay of mine on 
“ The Eights of Minorities ” (republiahecl in Dartoin and Beget, etc.), so 
completely miaanderstanda my position oa to say that £ have been 
“exactly anticipated by that arch-Tory, Dr. Johnson: ‘In short, ah*, I 
have got no farther than this ; every man has a right to utter what he 
thinks truth, and every other man has a right to knock him down for it. 
Martyrdom ia the test.’ ’’ Now, if natural rights mean merely those 
“ rights ’’that exist independently of and prior to organised society, it 
is quite true that such a meie atruggla for existence is all that we should 
find. But if, as I have heeu urging throughout, natural rights mean, as 
they have always practically meant to political and social reformers 
(amid whatever confusions of thought and language), those rights 
which a weU-rognlated State ought to secure to its citizens, then what I 
contend is, that every man ought to have a right secured to him to utter 
what he thinks truth, provided that he do so with sulBcient decency of 
language, aud in a manner not calculated to provoke a breach of the 
peace ; and that, whether he observes those conditions or not, no other 
man shall be permitted to knock him down for it. If he is punished for 
indecency or for inciting to violence, it must be by duly constituted 
authority. Even the Anarchist, caught in the act of depositing his 
infernal machine, must in a well-regulated State be protected by the police 
against lynching on his way to prison or the scaffold. “The all-important 
right of minorities,’’ I have said more than once, “ is the right to turn 
themselves into majorities if they can,” This principle has been thought 
to savour of intolerance, simply because my critics have not realised bow 
very much that right implies. It means, af least, “freedom of the press, 
freedom of associations, freedom of public meeting.” Mr. Smith thinks 
these things are given “wherever there is a fairly representative govern- 
ment and a sound public opinion.” "Well, 1 do not know how much he is 
prepared to understandby “a sound public opinion”; there must be a 
public opinion/ouowrobie to tolerance, Eepresentative government, re- 
publican institutions, nay, even accumulated Declarations of the Eights 
of Man and constitutional guarantees of liberty, are not always sufficient 
to secure this so modest right of a minority that I plead fox. As I show 
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. When we turn from the more specially political to the 
more specially ethical aspects of toleration, the matter to be 
considered is not the right of freedom of thought, but the 
diiiy of exercising private judgment. The most important 
question that can be discussed in connection with this duty 
is the proper attitude of the individual to authority. It is 
often absurdly alleged that authority in matters of opinion is 
an antiquated principle, for which the modem democratic 
spirit can have no further reverence. The man who claims to 
discard all authority, and to judge everything for himself, i£ 
he is quite in earnest, must avoid receiving any education, 
must avoid even learning a language ; and such an one will 
not be likely to express, or even to form, any opinion of Lis 
own whatever. The rejection of authority should, to a 
reasonable being, who is asocial being, mean nothing more 
than the rejection of authority which refuses to submit to any 
tests that carefully trained human reason can apply. That 
the person who accepts any one’s authority on any subject 
should himself be able to test the worth of the authority is a 
perfectly unreasonable demand. I may accept as accurate the 
result of a chemical analysis, without myself knowing any- 
thing about chemistry ; but I may be reasonably suspicious of 
a person’s statement of the value of a food or a medicine, if 
the person who recommends it refuses to submit it to the 
analysis of experts at aU. I may use a table of logarithms 
for purposes of calculation without thinking it necessary to 
test the accuracy with which it has been constructed, but I 
should have my suspicions of its value aroused, if it were 
made a penal offence to say anything disrespectful about the 
maimer in which the book had been compiled. 


in JTbte B at the end of this chapter, the United States refuse this 
light to the Mormon comm\mity. Whether their action is juatifiahle or 
not, on grounds of urgent public safety, I am not prepared to discuss 
fully : I am not sufficiently acquainted with the particular facts. But 
their action is certainly inconsistent with this right of minorities, and 
with idle loudly proclaimed right of religious liberty. 

"What I do strongly hold, however, is that minorities have no “ natural 
right,” I mean no reasonable claim, to have their views enforced on other 
people, and their aetioTis in violation of the law of the land (in countries 
with a fair representative system) safeguarded against legal penalties. 
But just hecause of these necessities of public order, the right of striving 
by peaceable means of persuasion to get the law altered must be the more 
csardully protected. 
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Authority in matters of conduct depends on rather more 
complex considerations than in either of these cases. The 
cohesion of a society requires in many oases an implicit 
obedience to commands, though it may no longer require an 
implicit acceptance of statements about matters of fact. 1 
cannot be allowed, if anarchy is to be avoided, the same liceime 
in deciding whether I shall obey a law or not, that I am 
allowed in expressing an opinion about its justice or expediency. 
If I am seriously convinced that it is wrong for me to obey 
the law, it may become my duty to rebel — ^but it is then also 
my duty to take the consequences. But this raises a question 
to which I have to come later — the alleged natural right of 
resistance. In the meantime it is enough to point out the 
serious responsibility undertaken by any one who denies the 
generally accepted principles qf right and wrong; he is 
morally bound to show that the principles he proposes to sub- 
stitute are workable and compatible with human well-being. 
But it is a fair demand that the accepted principles shall be 
capable of justification on some other grounds except their 
antiquity. The individual may not say : “ I have a right to 
disobey every law and maxim of conduct of whose worth I 
am not personally convinced " — that is anarchy, which is the 
vedaictio ad absurdum of any principle of conduct. He may 
say : 1 have a right to discuss in a serious manner, and be- 

fore an audience that will not be excited to violence by what 
I say, the justice of this law or this maxim of conduct.” That 
is the toleration which every sufficiently stable and yet pro- 
gressive society ought to grant. And such toleration imposes 
on the critic a greater responsibility than can reasonably be 
demanded of the hunted victim of despotic power. We ex- 
pect an Englishman to be more sober in his attacks ou‘ the 
institutions of his country than we can expect a Eusaian exile 
to be in criticising the authority of the Czar. We excuse a 
great deal in Voltaire which we should not excuse in a modem 
free-thinker. We should not be astonished if the man whose 
soberest criticisms are met by imprisonment or banishment 
becomes bitter, and turns savagely on his enemies. But 
neither should we be astonished that any society is apt to be 
provoked into anger by abusive criticisms of its most cherished 
institutions. The assailants of time-honoured usages are apt 
to say of society 
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“ Get animal eat trfes mfiohant, 

Quand on I’attaque, il se defend,” 

wliioli may be Englished roughly thus : — 

“ This animal ia very ■wicked, 

It turns and £ghts when it is kicked.” 

Struggle is inevitable ; it rests with us whether it is a brutal 
or a oi'vilised warfare — a contest of reason on both sides, or a 
contest of rant on the one side and of cruelty and cant on 
the other. 


NOTE A. 

BBLISIOUS FSaSEOUTIOlI AKD TOLEBmON : SOME HISTOBIOAL 
ILLUSTBATIONS. 

Hat. t.am, in his ConstUvMoncH Elstory^ is justly indignant with such 
a passage as this of Southey’s* (from the Book of the Church, 11 
p. 285) : “ That Church [viz., the Church of England] and the queen 
[Elizabeth], its re-founder, are clear of persecution as regarding the 
Catholics. No church, no sect, no individual even, had yet professed 
the principle of toleration.” Hallam points out that the second of 
these sentences certainly does not help to prove the first of them ; 
and that, as regards individuals, the statement is false. Sir Thomas 
More, in his Utopia, professed a principle of toleration wider even 
than that of Looke. The dogmas of the “ civil religion ” of Utopia 
are only two — a Divine providence and the immortality of the soul, 
with future rewards and punishments; but those who deny these 
doctrines, though excluded from all public offices (as at the present 
day in the law-abiding State of Arkansas), are put to no punishment, 
and are not banished, as they would bo according to Eousseau’s “ civil 
religion.” In his views on religion, as in several other matters, this 
Soman Catholic martyr for conscience’ sake goes far beyond what 
many of -the champions of religious liberty have dared to dream of. 

While Hallam is right in saying that we cannot acquit Elizabeth’s 
government of persecution, I think he does not do full justice to the 
signidcanoe of the contention made by Burleigh: that no one had 
been put to death in Elizabeth’s reign for religion, but only for 
treason. Admit that the interpretation given to treason makes this 
defence a hypocritical one, is it not significant of a change of sentiment 
thatBurlmgh adopts it? It is the homage paid to a new principle. 
The pamphlet called The EkeecuUve of Justice in En^and for 
Maintenance of PuAUe and Christian Peace, published in 1B83, and 
ascribed, with every probabiliiy, to Lord Burleigh, is included in 
The Somers Tracts (ed. Scott, I. p. 189 seq.). The giving up of the 
punishment of death for heresy as such is indeed only a small step 
in -the directaion of religious toleration, In another pamphlet of 
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1683, A Dedaration of the fatiourable dealing of her Maje^y's Com- 
miesioners appointed for the Examination of certain Traitors, and 
for the Tortures unjustly reported to he done upon them for matters 
of Religion (Somers Tracts, I. p. 209 seq.), Barleigh asserts that 
those -who applied the rack ■were specially charged to use it “ in so 
charitable a manner as such a thing might be.” It is remarkable, 
as Hallam points out, that in this same year Burleigh addressed a 
memorial to the Queen in favour of a lax enforcement of the oath 
of supremacy on Papists. To pass very stringent laws in order to 
satisfy the fanatics, and then to allow them to be administered laxly, 
was a favourite device of statesmen in those days, and is not quite 
unknown in ours. 1 have heard an American citizen saying with 
reference to Prohibitory Liquor Laws (with what amount of exaggera- 
tion I cannot judge), “ In this country we make laws, but we don’t 
keep them. We pass a strict law about the sale of liquor — that 
pleases the Prohibitionists ; but you can always get a drink, if you 
know how.”^ It seems to have been much the same with laws 
against the Papists : it was one thing to pass a stringent law to 
satisfy the more vehement Protestants, it was another to enforce it 
rigidly against loyal country gentlemen in the northern counties, 
where, out of a scanty population, a large proportion were Catholic 
in sympathies. As to priests, and especially Jesuits— that was 
another thing. 

In this Memorial of Burleigh’s (Somers Tracts, I. p. 164 seq.), it 
is noticeable how he argues the inefBcaoy of persecution from 
experience. “Putting to death,” he says, “doth no ways lessen 
them, since wo find by experience that it worketh no such effect, 
but like Hydra’s heads, upon cutting off one, seven grow up, persecu- 
tion being accounted as the badge of the Church ; and therefore they 
should never have the honour to take any pretence of martyrdom in 
England, where the fulness of blood and greatness of heart is such, 
that they wiU even for shameful things go bravely to death— much 
more when they think themselves to climb heaven; and this vice 
of obstinacy seems to the common people a Divine constancy; so 
that, for my part, I wish no lessening of their number, but by 
preaching and by education of the younger, under good aohool- 
mastera ” — i.e., ho proposes to deprive Papists of the control of the 
education of their children, these children to serve as hostages for 
their parents’ fidelity. In the same Memorial, he advises also against 
driving out of the Church “the preoiser sort” (is. the Puritans), 
with whom he had no particular sympathy. 

H a ll a m distinguishes five stages or degrees in restraint on religious 
liberty. Here is the persecutor’s ladder, as one might call it: — 

* The statement seems, on the whole, to be borne out by Mr. Panshawe 
in his Report (for Mr. Bathbone) on Liquor Legislation in the ’United 
States and Ganaia (Cassell & Co. 1893). 
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(1) The requiaition of a test of coaformity to the estahlished religiou 
as A condition of exercising offices of civil trust. (2) Restraint of the 
free promulgation of opinions, especially through the press. (8) Pro- 
hibition of the open exercise of religious worship. (4) Prohibition of 
oven private acts of devotion or private expression of opinion. (6) 
Enforcement by legal penalties of conformity to the Established 
Ohurch, or an abjuration of heterodox tenets. “The statutes of 
Elizabeth's reign,” he adds, “comprehend every one of these pro- 
gressive stages of restraint and persecution.” 

In the “ Declaration of Breda ” (1660), Charles II. declares “ a 
liberty to tender consciences, and that no man shall be disquieted or 
called in question for differences of opinion in matter of religion, 
‘Which do not disturb the peace of the kingdom ; and that we shall 
be ready to consent to such an Act of Parliament, as upon mature 
deliberation shall be offered to us, for the full granting that in- 
dulgence ” (Gardiner, Const. Doc., p. 852). We have here the express 
recognition, in words at least, nof what may be called the nou- 
mediaval principle of interfering with religious liberty solely on 
political or social grounds. The Parliaments of Charles II. were 
sufficiently intolerant, but then the words “disturb the peace of the 
kingdom” may he interpreted in such a way as to justify severe 
restraints on dissenters. 

The Instrument of Government (1663) limits the toleration it con- 
cedes to “ such as profess faith in God by Jesus Christ,” and not 
only by consideration of the public peace ; it also expressly excludes 
Popery and Prelacy, so that although it implies the giving up of the 
attempt to enforce uniformity of doctrine and worship, it still main- 
tains the duty of excluding certain kinds of religion, as such. On 
this matter the Instrument of Government, in the main, carries out 
the provisions of the Agreement of the People (originally drawn up 
by the army in 1647-8), except that the latter leaves the toleration 
of Popery and Prelacy so far an open question, i.e. a question for 
Parliament to deal with. “ It is not intended to be hereby provided 
that this liberty shall necessarily extend to Popery or Prelacy.” 
The constitutional Bill of the first Parliament of the Protectorate 
(Gardiner, p. 353 seg.) only provides “ that without the consent of 
the Lord Protector and ParHament, no law or statute be made for 
the restraining of such tender consciences as shall differ in doctrine, 
worship, or discipline fi'om the public profession aforesaid, and shall 
not abuse their liberty to the civil injury of others or the disturbance 
of the public peace." Bills, however, were without the Protector’s 
consent to become law which restrained “ damnable heresies.” What 
are damnable heresi^, however, was to be agreed on by Protector 
and Parliament. This scheme is obviously very far away from what 
•we generally understand by the principle of reUgious Hberiy. 
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If Sir Thomas More in his Utopia deserves to be aooormted the 
first theoretical advocate of religions toleration, Eoger Williams, ihe 
founder of Providence (afterwards incorporated in Rhode Island), is 
the first person in modem times who actually succeeded in establish- 
ing a community on a basis of liberty of conscience (1636) ; and for 
a long time the colony seemed to its more orderly but intolerant 
neighbours, Massachusetts and Connecticut, to be a shocking example 
of anarchy and confusion. But time justified the bold experiment, 
and Charles 11. in 1663 granted a charter to Rhode Island, which 
remained its written constitution until 1842, and which conceded 
a religious liberty such as few could have dared to ask for or to grant 
in Great Britain in the seventeenth century. This religious liberty 
was granted expressly on the ground that Rhode Island was too 
remote to make any breach of “ the unity and uniformity established 
in this nation.” 

Mary Pisher, the Quakeress, who was imprisoned in Boston and 
half-starved for preaching blasphemous and devilish doctrines, five 
years afterwards “ went to Adrianople and tided to convert the Grand 
Turk, who treated her with grave courtesy and allowed her to 
prophesy unmolested. [Did he understand her?] This is one of the 
numerous incidents that, on a superficial view of history, might be 
cited in support of the opinion that there has been on the whole more 
tolerance in the Mussulman than in the Christian world. Rightly 
interpreted, however, the fact has no such implication. In Massa* 
chusetts the preaching of Quaker doctrines might (and did) lead to a 
revolution; in Turkey it was as harmless as the barking of dogs. 
Governor Endicott was afraid of Mary Fisher; Mahomet HI. was 
not” (Piflke, The Beginnings of New England, pp. 183, 184). 

Roger Williams, in tolerating the Quakers, proved that he adopted 
toleration — “soul liberty” — as a principle and not merely as a 
policy : for he never concealed his antipathy to their doctrines. He 
wrote not only The Bloody Tenent, but George Fox digged out of 
his Burrows. It may be noted that Williams’s saying that “ A soul 
or spiritual rape is more abominable in God’s eye than to force and 
ravish the bodies of all the women in the world ” {Bloody Tenent, 
1644, p. 94) had been anticipated by the Baptist Busher {Rdigion’s 
Peace, 1614): “Persecution for religion is to force the conscience. 

. . . And herein the bishops commit a greater sin than if they 
force the bodies of women and maids against their wills ” (Hanserd 
Knollys Society’s* Tracts on Liberty of Conscience, 1614-1661, p. 34). 
But Williams had to put his principles to the test in the difficult task 
of organising a turbulent community. It is true he believed that 
toleration would lead the sect of Quakers to dwindle. “ They are 
likely to gain more followers by the conceit of their patient sufferings 
than by consent to their pernicious sayings.” 

Roger Williams’s famous book is entitled. The Blaudy Teneni of 
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Persecution for came of Conscience, discussed in a Conference 
beSweene Truth and Peace, who, in all tender Affection, present to the 
High Court of Parliament {as the result of their Discourse) these 
{amongst other Passages) of highest consideration (London ; 1644). 
A reply to Williams’s book was made in The Bloudy Tenent washed 
and made white in the bloud of the Latnbe : being discussed and dis- 
charged of bloud-guiltiness by just Defence, etc. Whereunto is added 
a Reply to Mr. Williams’s Answer to Mr. Cotton’s Letter. By John 
Cotton, Batchelor in Divinity, and Teacher of the Church of Christ 
at Boston in llTew-England (London: 1647). To this a rejoinder 
was published by Williams : 27ie Bloody Tenent yet mare Bloody by 
Mr. Cotton’s endeoour to wash it white in the Blood of the Lambe / 
of whose precious Blood, spilt in the Blood of his Servants, and of 
the Blood of Millions spilt in farmer and later Wars for Conscience 
sake, that most Bloody Tenent of Persecution for cause of Con- 
science upon a second Tryal is found now more apparently and 
mare notoriously guilty. By R. Williams of Providence in New- 
England (London : 1662). 

Prom this last work it is worth quoting, in explanaiion of this 
quaint title, and for its own sake, the eloquent concluding passage. 
It comes at the end of “An Appendix ’’ addressed “to the clergy 
of the four great parties, professing the name of Christ Jesus, in 
England [the head-line inserts “Old and New” before England], 
Scotland, and Ireland, viz., the Popish, Prelatioal, Presbyterian, and 
Independent”: — “You know it is the Spirit of Love from Christ 
Jesus, that turns our feet from the traditions of Eathers, etc., that 
sets the heart and tongue and pen and hands too (as Paul’s) day and 
night to work rather than the progress and purity and simplicity of 
the crown of Christ Jesus should be debased or hindered. This Spirit 
win cause you leave (with joy) benefices and bishoprics, worlds and 
lives, for His soke, the heights and depths, lengths and breadths of 
whose love you know doth infinitely pass your most knowing com- 
prehensions and imaginations. There is but little of this Spirit 
extant — fear will not be until we see Christ Jesus slain in the 
slaughter of the witnesses : then Joseph will go boldly unto Pilate 
for the slaughtered body of most precious Saviour, and Nioodemua 
will go by day to buy aud bestow his sweetest spices on his infinitely 
sweeter soul’s beloved.” 


NOTE B. 

UBASUBES FOB SDFFBBSSQTa MORMOmSU XNT THE UNITED STATES. 

It is worth while, in connection with this subject of religions 
liberty and liberty of opinion, to call attention to the treatment of 
the Hotmens by the Qovemment of the United States, for two reasons 
usgamStg-. In the first place, this is a test case of the extent to 
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which “religioas liberty” ia really Beoared to individuals in a 
country whoso constitution is supposed to be strictly limited by the 
recognition of certain indefeasible natural rights, which Government 
should protect, but with which it should not interfere.^ The amount 
of sympathy, with which the action of the United States Goverament 
in its endeavour to suppress Mormonism is regarded in America and 
in Europe, serves also as a measure of the extent to which people 
really believe in “ religious liberty.” Secondly, the action of the 
United States Government, and the sympathy with which it has been 
regarded in this matter, help one to realise more accurately the spirit 
in which Catholics have persecuted Protestants, and Protestants 
Catholics. Some study of the Mormon question is an important 
discipline and training for the exercise of the historical spirit in our 
judgments about the past. You abhor polygamy, you think it a 
degrading and detestable institution, and the religion of the “Latter 
Day Saints ” which supports it (or did support it) you look on as a 
tissue of delusions and lies. Transfer these sentiments of yours to 
the mind of a sincere Protestant of the sixteenth or seventeenth 
centuries, and you will understand the way in which he regarded 
toleration of “the idolatrous sacrifice of the mass.” You, the en- 
lightened, tolerant, modern Protestant, cannot understand, perhaps, 
the attitude of the Roman Catholic clergy of the present day to the 
question of divorce, or the attitude of the bulk of the Anglican 
clergy to the “Deceased Wife’s Sister Bill.” On what general 
grounds of respect for individual liberty is there any difference 
between your attitude and theirs? They abhor and, if they could, 
would prevent what injures the institution of the family, as they 
imderstand the family, and what violates the piindples of religion, 
as they understand religion. You understand the institution of the 
family and the principles of religion differently from them, and 
differently from the “Latter Day Saints.” The difference is a 
difference in private judgment ; and yet in virtue of an opinion not 
supported by any infallible court of appeal you interfere with the 
religious liberty of others; for if “religious liberty” has any mean- 
ing, the “religion” must depend on the judgment of the person 
olftiming the liberty, and not on that of the person conceding it. 
People may glory in not allowing their Government to interfere in 
matters of religion; but, however much they may disestablish all 
Churches, they must either concede to their Government the right of 


* As I have pointed out, the Declarations of Bights appear in State 
Constitutions, but the first amendment to the U S. Constitution lays down 
that “Congress shall make no law xespooting an establishment of re- 
ligion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof ; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press, etc.” This is the constitutional guarantee of 
the liberties of citizens of the U,S. living in Territories, and is generally 
understood as a guarantee of “religious liberty.” 
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deciding what are mattere of religion, or they must bow to the de- 
cision of some Ohuroh or combination of Ohnrohes. By no possible 
declaration of rights, or constitutional safeguards, can you absolutely 
distinguish Ohuroh and State, the spiritual and the temporal power, 
for in the last resort eitTier Ohuroh or State must determine the pro- 
vinces of each. 

Now let us admit, not merely that polygamy is a morally defective 
form of the family, but that its suppression by law is a desirable end, 
and that the fact of polygamy being practised under the sanction of 
religion, so far from making it advisable to leave polygamy alone, 
makes it all the more important to suppress an institution which is 
more likely to endure and to spread because supported by belief iu a 
religion — however absurd that religion may seem to the majority of 
persons in the country. How oan such suppression of polygamy be 
reconciled with the maintenance of religious liberty ? I think no 
objection oan be taken to the decision of the Supreme Court of the 
United States in the case of Eeynolds n. U. S., that “ Congress was 
deprived by the Constitution of all legislative power over mere 
opinion, but was left free to reach actions which were in violation of 
social duties and subversive of good order.” "Who decides, however, 
what “ actions are in violation of social duties and subversive of good 
order”? The legislature itself, — which means in the last resort the 
average public opinion of the community, or rather the opinion of 
those persons who manage to make their will effootive at election 
time. Suppose a strongly Protestant majority united in political 
sentiment, living alongside of a Boman Catholic minority, whose 
votes are not an object of imporianoe, as they would be were the 
majority divided amongst themselves; suppose a great antagonism to 
the Confessional among the Protestant majority and among a con- 
siderable number of husbands of Boman Catholic wives, might not 
the Confessional be prohibited on the ground that it was “ in violation 
of social duties and subversive of good order”? Would such a law 
be an infringement of the right of religious liberty ? Undoubtedly 
penitents and priests would have to choose between risking their 
eternal welfare (as they believe) and breaking the law of the land. 
Yet, from the point of view of many a legislator, the practice of 
confession might be regarded as interfering with the duties of 
family life (as he understands them) in the same sort of way that 
polygamy seems to do from the point of view of other legislators. 

A series of laws passed by Congress between 1862 and 1887 have, 
with continually inoreasing severity, sought to stamp out polygamy 
in the Territories. Lest an ordinary law against bigamy should be 
insufficient, the Sdmunds Law of 1882 makes “cohabitation with 
more than one woman” a m'me. To the Suropesn who believes iu 
religions liberty, or in what is otherwise described as the secularisa- 
tion of politics, it must seem astonishing that, in its endeavours to 
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disoourage polygamy, Congress should commit such a direct infringe- 
ment of religious liberty as is implied in this revival of Puritan 
methods of dealing with the voluntary relations of the sexes among 
adults, punishing “ sins ” as “ crimes.” If in any American State 
the Boman Catholic population obtained the control of the legislature, 
they might punish as “ criminals ” persons legally divorced (in other 
States) who had married again, or persons who had contracted mixed 
marriages, with no more disrespect to the natural rights of liberty, 
etc., than that with which the United States G-overmnent has made 
adultery a crime in Utah. Congress has chosen to proceed on what 
may be called mediseval principles of legislation, enforcing by penal 
laws certain prohibitions of the Christian Church (though not others). 
The Supreme Court, in defending a piece of legislation of which I 
have still to speak, lays down that “ the primitive power of Govern- 
ment for acts recognised by the general consent of the Christian world 
in modem times as proper matters for prohibitory legislation, cannot 
be suspended in order that the tenets of a religious sect encouraging 
crime may be carried out without hindrance.” It is to be notioed 
that the appeal is not made, as by the fathers of the Constitution, to 
the law of nature or the consent of the human race, but, as it might 
have been made by any of the ** perseonling ” governments of earlier 
days, to “the consent of the Christian world in modem times ” (Le. at 
present). The Christian world, certainly np to the end of the seven- 
teenth century, with trivial exceptions, agreed that “ heresy ” ought 
to he suppressed or at least discouraged by law, though different 
parts of the Christian world had (fortunately for the cause of liberty) 
different definitions of heresy. The American Supreme Court are 
using the very arguments which Lord Burleigh or Archbishop Laud 
might have used. You make saying mass a crime, or you make 
attending a “ oonventide ” a crime, and then you say, “ No one’s 
religion shall excuse him from committing a crime against the law 
of the land.” The method is simple ; but is this “ religious liberty ” ? 

“But,” it will be answered, “the Supreme Court refers only to 
the general consent of the Christian world in modem times. The 
Christian world has come to the opinion that it is vrrong to punish 
for error in doctrine [Strict Boman Catholics have not come to that 
opinion, hut only to the opinion that it is sometimes impossible and 
sometimes unsafe or inexpedient to do so]. We differ too much about 
doctrines, but about moralily all Christians are agreed.” Are they ? 
Hew about divorce ? What is the standard of “ Christian ” ethics ? 
Is it the opinion of a Church which claims infallibility, or is it 
“ the Scriptures " to which Protestante appeal? If the former, how 
can you sanction divorce ? If Christian ethics are to be decided by 
the Bible, and the Bible only, it seems specially unreasonable to pro- 
hibit polygamy, which is sanctioned by the example of men after 
God’s own heart in the Old Testament, and is nowhere forbidden in 
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the New Testament, except in the case of Bishops.* But “the 
gemerai consent of the Christian world in modern times,” it will be 
explained, “ means the opinion of Catholics and Protestants on those 
matters of morality on which they are agreed ; the appeal is made 
to the actual practice of countries in which Christianity is the pre- 
dominant religion, though in matters of legislation compromises 
between Catholics and Protestants are adopted.” Do Great Britain, 
Prance, Germany, Austria, Italy, in all oi which Christian Churches 
are “ established," form a part of the Christian world as well as the 
United States of America, in which, professedly in the interests of 
“ religious liberty,” there is no established Church ? In none of these 
countries is adultery nowadays punished as a crime, in the strict 
sense of the term — a wrong against the State, to be detected and 
punished like theft or murdei', quite apart from any initiative of 
aggrieved individuals. The tendency of ” modern ” legislation has 
been to give up the attempt to .enforce by penal sanctions (I am 
not referring to civil remedies) tljje code of Christian ethics in regard 
to sexual morality on adult persons acting voluntarily, and not “ con- 
trary to nature.” It is a new thing that the United States of America 
should be ambitious of being more medimval than the benighted coun- 
tries of the old world. Are modern legislators, who profess a belief 
in natural rights, and who accept the standard of general happiness 
as the test of good legislation, prepared at the bidding of a union 
of seots to enact laws which oaunot really be enforood without the 
introduction of a spy-system that would he far more injurious to the 
morality of social life than the laxity such Puritanical laws are 
intended to cure ? Such laws, one is inclined to suspect, are not 
intended to he generally enforced, but are passed (like some liquor 
laws) to catch a certain number of votes, and to he used as a weapon 
of attack against obnoxious groups, when convenient. 

Now, what seems to take away excuse from the Congress and the 
Supreme Court of the United States is, that it would have been quite 
possible to fight polygamy on the principles which regulate “ modem ” 
legislation in most European countries. The following programme 
is what would probably suggest itself to the secularised poHtioians of 
those European, countries which have accepted the principles of ’89 : 
First, to recognise no marriage as legally binding except a civil 
marriage. SecowUy, to prohibit bigamous or polygamous civil mar- 

* 1 Tim. iii. 2. If the prohibition be of second marriages, this proH- 
Htian, binding on priests of the “Orthodox” Church, has not been 
enforced on the laity by the legislature in any Ohristiau country. 
Theologians quote various texts from which they infer a prohibition of 
polygamy j and some theologians have great powers of inference. They 
ootdd more easily find texts deterring from marriage altogether than 
from polygamous marriage. Honogomy has come to us as a Boman, not 
as a diBtdhcrivoly Christian, instiltation, 
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riagea — "with proper exoeptiona, oX course, for persona legally divorced. 
Thirdly, to make adultery a ground for divorce, in tke case oX both 
sexes equally. Fow‘thly, in order to meet the special case of the 
Mormons, who do not allow a second “marriage” unless the first 
wife consents, it might be necessary to set a limit to the period of 
time during which “condonation” or “connivance” is a bar to di- 
vorce, so as to allow the legal wife, who repents of a consent, given 
perhaps under the infiuenoe of religious enthusiasm or religious ter- 
rorism, full means of escaping from a polygamous husband if she 
wishes. Lastly, instead of Abolishing female suffrage in the Territory 
of Utah, as was done by the Bdmunds-Tucker Law of 1887, ^ it would 
hatre seemed more in accordance with a sincere belief that polygamy 
was a system of slavery in which women were kept against their will, 
to have retained female suffrage while ensuring by stringent enact- 
ments the inviolable secrecy of the ballot. 

Such a series of measures would probably have been very unac- 
ceptable to the Mormon community; but they would have been 
measures for crushing out polygamy’ without violating, as the existing 
measures seem to do to the observer from outside, the principle of 
religious liberty, so loudly professed by the United States. If the 
devout Mormon were to choose, with the consent of his legal wife, to 
bind himself by religious ceremonies to support a number of other 
women for the term of their natural lives, and to put their children on 
the same footing as to inheritance with his lawful issue, that would 
doubtless be an unusual manner of violating the duties of the family, 
and would present a remarkable contrast to the way in which men 
have been known to treat their wives and their mistresses in other 
parts of the world — and even of the United States — but it seems 
Wdly so terrible a state of affairs as to call for criminal proceedings 
on the part of a strong government in a country the vast majority of 
whose inhabitants are not likely to become converts to the singular 
revelations of Saint Joseph Smith. The United States government 
has not even the excuse of reasonable fear, whioh may be pleaded for 
the persecution of Elizabeth’s reign. Have the legislators of Congress 
so little faith in the superioriiy of monogamy that they can only fight 
polygamy by the methods which the Puritans used in Hew England 
against Oatholics and Quakers ? 

But even supposing it were conceded that there is nothing incon- 
sistent with “ religious liberty ” in treating as criminal the plural or 
“celestial” marriages recognised as binding by a religious sect, the 
“ persecution ” of the Mormons does not end in the punishment of 
overt acts whioh are, or have for the special purpose been made, crimes 
by the law of the land. The Supreme Court of the United States 
has decided that it is not unconstitutional to impose on voters a test 
or abjuration oath, in whioh they have to swear that they do not 
* Cf. Bryce, 4merfoan Comnonweedth, III. p. 294. 
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belong to an aasooiation wMob teaches polygamy as a religions duty.^ 
Bucb a test oath is imposed by the statutes of Idaho Territory ; that 
is to say, a person can be deprived of his political rights simply for 
belonging to a religious body which believes in the rightness of 
certain conduct which the law of the land has made criminal. Lord 
Burleigh has been condemned as hypocritical because, while requir- 
ing an abjuration oath from Roman OafchoUos (which they could not 
conscientiously take) denying the papal supremacy in England, he 
yot declared that this was not religious persecution. And yet every 
Roman Catholic might reasonably be alleged to be a traitor so long 
as he acknowledged the power of the Pope to dispense Englishmen 
from their allegiance to Queen Elizabeth, and every Jesuit, during a 
considerable period, might he reasonably alleged to belong to an 
association which taught the rightness and the duty even of assassi- 
nating “ tyrants ” who had been recognised as such by the Pope. 
Now no one can argue that polygamy, however detestable, is a 
political or social danger of the same kind as rebellion and assassina- 
tion ; and yet the merely belonging to an association that teaches or 
encourages the practice of polygamy as a religioas duty renders a 
citizen of the United States in this Territory of Idaho liable to a loss 
of political rights. This kind of “ persecution ” is indeed but the 
first step in the persecutors’ ladder, which Hallam has described ; 
but, as I do not believe that even the Supreme Court of the United 
States is infallible, I cannot see how such a test oath is to be recon- 
ciled with the decision that “ Congress was deprived by the Consti- 
tution of all legislative power over mere opinion” (Reynolds v. U.S.). 

I have said elsewhere that the most valuable right of a minority is 
the right to tom itself into a majority if it can : and I have found 
myself criticised on the ground that this concedes too much power to 
majorities. But the right of a minority to turn itself into a majority 
implies the right to free expression of opinion (within the limits of 
decency) and the right of association for the purpose of propagating 
opinion (limited by respect for the rights of others). So far as I under- 
stand the matter, compulsory vaccination is a most valuable measure, 
and it seems to me quite right that those who fail to have their children 
vaccinated should he subject to penalties : but that Anti-vaccinators 
should be deprived of their votes simply because they belong to an 
association whiob teaches and encourages its members to break the 
law of the land would be an excessive interference with the right 
of a minority to agitate in a oonsiitutloual way. I admit that the 
teaching or encouraging of such crimes as murder may he very 
properly punished, if it eon be dona ; but the punishment should be 


* Pavia V. Beason. Observe the individual himself need not have 
taujdit or encouraged the practice of polygamy. The Test is uLearly in- 
tended to exclude the whole sect of Mormons as swh. 
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a direct punishment of every individual teaching or encouraging the 
crime, and not the roundabout method of depriving every one of his 
vote who does not abjure the membership of Anarchist societieB. 
Such test oaths, though the mildest, are one of the least expedient 
forms of persecution : they cause irritation without being effectual 
in doing anything else than making constitutional agitation difQcult. 
They provoke hypocrisy and encourage perjury. It is possible, how- 
over, that such legislation as the Edmunds-Tucker Lawand the Idaho 
Teat Oath may seem to be effectual (with the help of the Pacific 
railroad) in destroying those parts of Mormonism to which the majority 
of people in America object. But to the observer from without it 
does seem that the institutions objected to might have been attacked 
in a manner more compatible with the constitutional guarantee of 
religious liberty. Beligious liberty may be thought a good thing or a 
bad thing; bnt it is a hypocritical pretence to say you concede religious 
liberty and yet insist that what you do not call “ religion ” is not 
religion, or that people who approve of what you disapprove of can- 
not possibly be sincere and conscienluoas. Beligious liberty, whether 
a good thing or a bad thing, means something very different from a 
general disestablishment of Churches. 



CHAPTER IX 


XKES BIGHTS OS' FUBIiIO UBETIKO AND ASSOOIATIOH 

I HAVE treated the subject of toleration and liberty of opinion 
at considerable length, as a convenient method of getting at 
some of the principles by which the rights of individuals must 
be determined. Other aspects of the alleged natural right of 
liberty may be treated more briefly. A general and unqLuah- 
fied liberty of action has never been claimed by any sane or 
reasonable person. The mere possibility of social existence in- 
volves some check upon the liberty of each individual ; and, 
although anaiable anarchists may dream of a society in which 
every one would respect the claims of every one else, without 
any force, even in the remotest background, to guarantee those 
claims, and without any body of persons expressly empowered 
to decide on the merits of rival claims and having the regulated 
force of the society to back up its decisions, it is clear to all 
those who have learnt anythmg from a study of history, or 
even from a slight reflection on human nature, that without 
some such available compulsion in the last resort no society 
can permanently hold together. The less that force needs to 
be used to oompel order, the better on the whole is the condi- 
tion of the society ; hut force is not useless in social matters 
simply because it does not always need to be used. 

There axe certain particular liberties of aotiou, which are 
often enumerated as distinct “ rights ” in popular language 
and in formal “ Declarations.” One of these is what we are 
accustomed to call “the right of public meeting.” In the 
Declaration of Mights of 1793, ** the right of assemhling peace- 
ably” is mentioned along with the right of free expression 
of opinion. This right of assembling is not expressly named 
in the Declaration of 1789, but in the Constitution of 1791, 
S!Ur^ i., among the “ natural and oivil rights,” the Constitution 
guarantees to the citizens “ the liberty of assembling themselves 
peaceably aad without axms, provided that they satisfy the 



SIX 


CH. ix] PUBLIC MEETING AND ASSOCIATION 

police laws ” — ^limitations obviously capable of a very stringent 
interpretation. The Constitution for the year III. (179B) is, as 
might bo expected, less favourable to the right of pubho meet- 
ing than that of 1793. In IHtre xiv. § 366, it is laid down 
that “ every armed mob (attrovpmnent) is an attack on the con- 
stitution and ought to be immediately dispersed by force ” ; 
while the following section provides “ that every mob without ' 
arms should be equally dispersed, at first by way of verbal 
command, and, if it is necessary, by the use {dimloppeTmnt) of 
armed force." I assume that the executive under this consti- 
tution reserves to itself the definition of what constitutes an 
“ attroupement," 

'The Belgian Constitution may be taken as a fair specimen 
of a more modern constitution, which expressly guarantees a 
right of public meeting under* certaiu restrictions. Its nine- 
teenth article is as follows : “ The Belgians have the right of 
assembling peaceably and without arms, on condition of con- 
forming to the laws which may regulate the exercise of this 
right, but without having to obtain previous permission. This 
rule does not apply to meetings in the open ah, which remain 
entirely subjected to the police laws.” ^ 

This provision in the Belgian Constitution was probably 
intended, as Professor Dicey suggests, to secure in the main 
the same liberty of public meeting, which by 1831 at least 
might be regarded as being recognised in this country. Perhaps 
we should rather say — which had come de facto to establi^ 
itself in this country ; for, while on the one hand our law 
makes no distinction between meetings indoors and meetings 
out of doors, there exists, by the law of the land, no such thing 
as a right of public meeting at all. “No better instance,” 
says Professor Dicey, “ can indeed be found of the way in 
which in England the constitution is built up upon individual 
rights than our rules as to public assemblies. The right 
of assembling is nothing more than the result of the view 
taken by the Courts as to individual liberty of person and in- 

* “ Les Edges ont U droit ds s'assemhUr pais^lement et sans armes, 
m se coT^ormant ataa lois gui pement rtgkr Veax/roics de ce droit, sans 
nSanmoins le soumettre d une emtorisation prialable. Cette disposition 
ne^appUqm point aux rassmiblements mpUin air, qui restent mtHrO’ 
meat sotmis auat lota de police.” (Quoted by Bioey, Law of ike ConetHa- 
Hen, M. 3, p. 254.) 
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dividual liberty of speech. There is no special law allowing 
A, B and 0 to meet together either in the open air or else- 
where for a lawful purpose, but the right of A to go where he 
pleases so that he does not commit a trespass, and to say what 
he likes to B, so that his talk is not libellous or seditious, the 
right of B to do the like, and the existence of the same rights 
of 0, D, E and F, and so on ad infinitum, leads to the con- 
sequence that A, B, 0, D and a thousand or ten thousand other 
persons may (as a general rule) meet together in any place 
where otherwise they each have a right to be for a lawful pur- 
pose and in a lawful manner.” ^ 

Now to ordinary common sense a meeting of a thousand, 
or of two or three thousand, persons for a definite and common 
purpose is a different fact from an accidental walking and 
accidental talking of A, B, O^D, etc., as separate individuals. 
The individualist logic, which is taken for granted in our 
popular philosophy, may indeed look on even permanent 
societies as mere aggregates of the individuals who compose 
tTie-m, and think that the properties of the society can be arrived 
at by a summation of the properties of the individuals. But 
ordinary common sense, unsophisticated by popular philosophy 
(which is a very different thing from ordinary common sense), 
can easily see the difference between even a temporary “ meet- 
ing ” and a mere addition of units. If any one were to say that 
he happened to be taking a walk in Hyde Park one day, and 
that several hundreds of people all happened to be taking a 
walk four-abreast in the same direction, and that when they 
came to a certain spot, where there happened to be a platform, 
first one person, then another, and then more stood up on the 
platform, and they aU happened to make some remarks, in 
rather a bud voice, to the other people, and they all happened 
to make remarks of much the same kind and about much the 
panift subject — ^we should probably regard such a narrative as a 
feeble attempt at humour.® But this abstract view of the 
facts has sufficed hitherto for English lawyers. 

No doubt in this, as in other matters, it has been advanta- 
geous fisr the growth of democracy in England, that the 

* haa cfPie Constituiion, Ed. S, p. 256. 

* A ^at deal d Iciiuour, especially the humour of the professional* 
htimon^t, consiets in ahstraotlng certain aspects of events from their 
context, iast as caricature in drawing consists, in taking certain features 
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rights of citizens as such were not laid down at too early a 
date ; but it may perhaps be questioned whether the interests 
of orderly progress are at present best served by this legal 
ignoring of political facts. On the one band this habit of 
regarding a multitude as simply a sum of individuals helps 
to give countenance to the rather widely spread notion that 
there is a sort of unlimited right of making processions and hold- 
ing meetings. A may walk down this street as well as anybody 
else ; B may walk down this street as well as anybody else ; 
and so of 0, D, B, etc. Therefore A + B + 0 + D + etc., may go 
in procession down this street, when it comes into their joint 
heads to do so, and the authorities who prevent the procession 
are interfering with a just and indefeasible right of free Eng- 
lishmen. In practice the organisers of processions generally 
recognise a reasonable limitation of their rights by giving suffi- 
cient notice of their intention tt> the police, and consulting with 
them about the route least hkely to cause inconvenience to the 
rest of the community. But would there not be some gain in 
making the organisers of processions or meetings more definitely 
and legally responsible for their orderliness ? There would then 
be better security taken against the presence of those disorderly 
and ruffianly followers, who have so often brought reasonable 
and peaceable “ agitation ” into undeserved discredit. There 
can obviously be no general right of going in processions ’or 
holding meetings at aU. tim^ and in all places, even if proces- 
sion and meeting be quite orderly. Even those persons who do 
not want to make processions or to go to meetings have some 
“ rights ” in the public streets and open spaces. On the other 
hand, the great value of public meetings as expressions, though 
of a very vague and unsatisfactory kind, of the opinions of 
certain sections of the community, and still more their great 
value as safety-valves of feeling which becomes dangerous 
when pent up, make it very important that no unnecessary 
obstacles should be thrown in their way, and that no pretext 
should he given for the supposition t!^t one set of opinions 
is favoured by the police authorities, while another set is 

and exaggerating ttem to the neglect of the others. This “ abstraction ” 
might he illustrated hy the story of a man who was asked how his father 
died, and answered, “ He was engaged in serions conversation with a 
clergyman, when some hoards in a platform gave way, and he broke his 
neck while falling through.” 
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frowned on. Provided that incitements to violenoe are avoided 
and * certain decency of language observed, it is generally 
wise to allow any Mnd of views to bo promulgated, and it 
would be well if every town and village had its public haU or, 
failing that, its open space, where all sorts of meetings might 
be held, provided of course that no one party be allowed to 
monopolise the use of public property. It is moreover a 
useful part of a citizen’s education to be able to hear the most 
divergent opinions propounded without a breaking of heads, 
either by the mutual efforts of the audience or by the guard- 
ians of the public peace. 

The liberty of association may be regarded as a mere 
application of the right of public meeting ; an association of 
individuals for any special pm-pose may be thought of as a 
public meeting, which is never dissolved, but only adjourned. 
But an association means more than that; for the body as a 
, whole, by its constitution, comes to acquire definite rights ” 
over the individuals composing it, in a way to which a public 
meeting only approximates. An individual who attends a 
public meeting docs indeed thereby become, to some extent, sub- 
ject to the control of the assemblage as a whole, or of its effective 
majority, or of those who can control the majority. His right 
of absolute fi:eedom of speech and action is, for instance, limited 
fat more than it would be were ha not present at the meeting. 
If he makes certain remarks which he might, perhaps, have 
been allowed to make at his own fireside, or even while walk- 
ing along a public street, he may incur the risk of being put 
out of the meeting with necessary or superfluous force, every 
one recognising the “ natural right ” of public meetings to 
maintam such order and harmony as may be necessary for 
their existence as meetings fi>r hearing speeches or discussions. 
But the control which an association exercises over the indi- 
viduals belonging to it is of a wider kind, and of a much more 
definite kind. As a rule, an individual in joining a more or 
less permanent association is told something, at least, of the 
laws and regulations of the association to which he thus be- 
comes subject; membership of other associations than the 
State is generally supposed to be, and is certainly spoken of 
as if it were, voluntary,’* whereas membership of the State 
is supposed to he “compulsory.” The distinction, however, is 



CH. ix] PUBLIC MEETING AND ASSOCIATION aij 

not quite so clear and rigid as is often ttouglit. The obvious 
difference between the State and what is called a voluntary 
association is, that the State can exercise regulated force m 
inflicting penalties for disobedience to its commands, whereas 
a voluntary association is either restricted to the exercise of 
“ moral compulsion,” or can only enforce its penalties by mak- 
ing use of the legal machinery which the State itself provides. 
The distinction, as thus formulated, does on the whole exist 
between the modern State in all orderly societies, and the 
greater number of what are called voluntary associations. But 
the weak States of the middle ages had ffequently very much 
less power of enforcing their commands than was possessed by 
the Ohuroh (which would now-a-days be called a “voluntary 
association,” because it is not the State) in those days when the 
supernatural and other-worldly penalties of the Ohuroh exer- 
cised a stronger influence over the mass of people, homogeneous 
in their beliefs, than the irregularly enforced penalties of the 
temporal power. At different times and in different places 
there has been a difference in value between hanging and damn- 
ing as penalties for the violation of commands or precepts ; 
though, as a rule, the Ohuroh, when exercising an effective 
control over consciences, has also been able and willing to use 
the secular arm to back up the ghostly terrors which are her 
own proper weapon. Even if we consider only those times in 
which the State is strong and can ensure the systematic enforce- 
ment of the penalties it threatens, it should be recognised that 
there is no absolute difference, so far as oonoerns the effect on 
the individual’s motives, between the pressure of the State 
and the pressure of other associations, If disobedience to the 
commands of some powerful association means an effective ex- 
commnnioation, or “ boycott,” or pactioal deprivation, of the 
means of obtaining a living, the individual’s ftee choice may 
be as much limited as by the knowledge that disobedience to 
the commands of the State will involve death or imprisonment. 
The fear of starvation for oneself and those dependent on one 
may be as strong a motive as the fear of the law of the land. 
Moreover, the belonging, or ceasing to belong, to a “voluntary” 
association may be as little voluntary as the belonging, or 
ceasing to belong, to a particular State. In the societies of the 
ancient world, it is true, citizenship came mostly by birth, and 
could only be obtained exceptionally, and as a special favour, 
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by an outsider, But in tbe modern world, to a considerable 
extent, dtizenship depends on the will of the individual. 
Thus it is more easy for an able-bodied person, or a person 
with sufficient personal property, to exchange a country and a 
nationality, that he finds disagreeable, for one more to his 
liking, than it is for a barrister or a doctor, who is dependent 
on his earnings, to violate the etiquette of his profession. 
Again, a great many persons are born into, or brought up 
into (if we may say so), a “voluntary” association, or are 
made to feel it necessary to join one. Most persons are “ born ” 
in this or that religious body, quite as much as they are born 
of this or that nationality. To belong to a trade-union may 
be an almost indispensable condition of obtaining a living by 
the oooupation to which one has been brought up. It may 
need a strength of will and power of defying the opinion of 
one’s neighbour, very much stbove the average, to refuse to 
pay certain “ voluntary ” subscriptions. 

This ultimate similarity between the State and other as- 
sociations is overlooked in that very naive proposal of certain 
“ Individualists ” to make taxation voluntary. I shall not 
discuss the spectacle of a First Lord of the Admiralty sanding 
the hat round (a cooked hat, I suppose it would be — very 
soon, if not at the outset), with a polite request : “ Your con- 
tributions are respectfully solicited for the maintenance of the 
British ITavy.” Of coarse such an idea is not necessarily 
absurd, though it belongs to a stage of sooiety which in some 
matters has become unfamiliar to us. It is o^y custom that 
makes us see no incongruity in keeping up lighthouses at the 
public expense, whUe lifeboats are dependent on private sub- 
Boriptions, or in keeping up poorbouses out of the rates, while 
hospitals are private oharities; in many such matters we pro- 
gress only by degrees from the voluntary, *.e. the haphazard, 
to the political, i.e. the more systematic method of meet- 
ing general needs. But let me leave the question of external 
defences out of sight. Suppose a model town on the voluntary 
system. Instead of a police force maintained out of the rates, 
we should have a private association maintained hy voluntary 
suhscsriptions for the defence of person and property. Possibly 
some of tbe wealthier inhabitants might not care to join, but 
would provide their own staff of guards, and protect their 
houses or factories or shops in the good old fashion of the 
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medisBval bai'on. Humbler persons would have to combine, 
as they could each only afford the expense of a fraction of ‘a 
six-foot policeman. Now suppose that a certain citizen, in the 
full exercise of the freedom he enjoys under this reign of 
liberty, refuses to subscribe to the defence-fund, his name 
would be conspicuously absent from the subscription list, and 
of this absence the burgling profession would keep itself in- 
formed. To most people subscriptions of this sort would only 
differ in name from rates and taxes, and might be even more 
troublesome and vexatious. The tax-gatherer is an unpopular 
person ; but the blackmailer would be a greater nuisance. 

The State differs from other associations in having the 
common good professedly as its end, and therefore — (1) in not 
being limited a prion to certain particular aspects of Hfe,^ and 
(2) in including aU the inhabitants (except resident aliens) of 
the national territory, in some sense or other, in its member- 
ship. If we hold that the liberty of individuals in any real 
and positive sense® is one of the principal objects which the 
State ought to secure, then it is indispensable that the State 
should claim the right of interfering, where necessary, with 
the actions of voluntary associations. To concede a general 
“ liberty of association ” is to turn the liberty of the individual 
into a mere empty and meaningless form. The progress of 
individual liberty, in any real and positive sense, has meant to 
a great extent the emancipation of the individual from the 
absolute control of various associations, natural and artificial, 
against which the individual in many cases needs to be pro- 
tected by the State. The family, the Church, the joint-stock 
company, the trade-union, the political club are aU “ associa- 
tions,” whose “liberties” often conflict with those of one 
another, and with the liberty of individuals who are and who 
are not their members. The abolition of slavery, and the 
legislative protection of children and of wives, are interferences 
with “ the family ” as that used to be understood. If heads 
of households are no longer allowed the same control over other 
members of the household which they exercised when the 

^ My meaning is that, prior to discussion and to an investigation of 
the teachings of experience, we must not assome (a) that the State ought 
only to concern itself with certain matters, nor (&} that it ought to concern 
itself with all ; for experience may show that some matters cannot con- 
venient^ he dealt with by any State, or hy this or that particular State. 

* See ahovSj pp. 138, 189. 
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family -was itaelf a little State — a State in gem — the in- 
dependence of the family has certainly been diminished, but 
in the interest of the liberty of individuals. Compulsory 
education, compulsory vaccination, compulsory notification of 
infectious diseases, etc,, are infringements of the independence 
of the family, but in the interest of the liberty — the real, 
positive liberty — of the individuals who belong to the family, 
and of others. If an individual has a certain minimum of 
education and of protection from gross neglect and from 
infections disease secured to him, he is to that extent more 
“free” to make what he can of his natural powers and of his 
opportunities, than if he is entirely at the mercy of ignorant 
parents, and of dirty, diseased, or fanatical neighbours. 

The “ liberty of the Church ” has in past times meant that 
churches, i.e. those in authority in them, have had a free hand 
to rule over individuals as they bhose. Such liberties restrict the 
freedom of individuals in many ways, notably in respect of the 
free expression of opinion, and in respect of snob matters as 
marriage and divorce. There is, however, an obvious differ- 
ence between “ the liberty of the Church,” ie. the power of 
one great international organisation, whose system of ecclesias- 
tical discipline is supported here and there by the organised 
force of States, and the tolerated existence of what are called 
different denomiuations, i.e, religions associations which do not 
claim, or have been practically obliged to give up the claim, to 
dictate dmctly the policy of the State in any matter. Such 
associations may, of course, influence their own members and 
others to use their rights as citizens in such a way as to farther 
the religious interests and the opinions of a particular sect in 
matters of education, of prohibition of work and amusement 
on certain days, and of various other legislative interferences 
with the liberties of individuals in the interests, or supposed 
interests, of morality but such political influence of religious 

* !l}bose wbo argue against estatiished ohurclies <m tbe ground that 
the Christian religion should never he supported hy the force of the 
State are guilty of ineonsisteaoy, if they support the prohibition, 6.g. of 
trade or of theatrical performances on Sundays. Such prohibitions do 
mean the State-estahHehment of Puritanic Christianity, and are an 
infringement of the religions liberty of Jewi, who observe their Sabbath 
without State-help, and likewise of all non-Sahhatarians, whether 
Christians or not, To provide by law that everyone should have one 
holiday in evray seven, Or any other number of, days, without specifying 
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bodies is of tbe same kind -with the political inBuence of pro- 
fessedly political oluba, and of other associations for organising - 
and controlling the votes of electors. I do not think it can be 
laid down absolutely that the State ought never in any way to 
interfere with “ free churches,” any more than that it ought 
never to interfere with political clubs or humanitarian societies. 
A charitable institution, for instance, might conceivably fill a 
district with semi-criminal, semi-lunatic paupers, to the injury 
of the community as a whole ; a so-called poKtioal club might 
become a gang of conspirators to promote assassination ; and a 
church might use an assumed power of inBicting supernatural 
penalties in such a way as dangerously to control the poHtioal 
and civil liberty of its members.^ No political society oan 
safely recognise any absolute light of private association among 
its members; for such private associations may conceivably 
grow into what are practically sej)arate Slates waging war, 
from a vantage-ground, against the national existence. It is 
in this as in the general question of toleration ; time, and 
place, and experience of the past must decide what is best to 
be done. What will actually in any case be done will depend 
mainly on the extent to which those, who happen to exercise 
effective sovereignty, fear disturbance, or feel strong enough to 
concede the toleration of contempt, or confident enough in the 
general reasonableness of their fellow-citizens to recognise the 
educative value of diverse associations for the promotion of 
different and confiicting kinds of restraints on individual 
liberty. 

The name “Free Ohurch,” as already indicated,* is an inter- 
esting example of the ambiguities and contradictory suggestions 

the day, would be a dii&ient matter, and would be the only consistent 
oourse for those persons (probably very few in number) who really dis- 
approve of all State-establishment and State-enforcement of any religion 
whatever. IDhe endotomeni of ohurohes is a separate question from the 
establishment of religion. But those who would take ancient endow- 
ments from churches, and use them for the support of schools, in which 
religious doctrines of any kind are taught, are using the power of the 
State to endow a certain kind of religion. 

* To refuse to give legal recognition to religious vows {French Cbnafi- 
tution of 1791) is to interfere with complete liberty of association, as well 
as indirectly with complete freedom of contract ; monks or nuns who 
repent of their vows will he protected against the associations to which 
they have hound themselves. 

* See above, p. 138. 
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in the word “ free.” In its most fataous historical use, as the 
official designation of the vigorous, militant, and in many ways 
heroic religious body which originated in the Scottish Ecclesi- 
astical Disruption of 1843, it represented a renewal of the same 
daim which is asserted in the phrase “ liberty of the Church,” 
— a claim to be supported by the State, without recognising 
any mutual obligation on the part of the ecclesiastical power 
to obey the State, except in those matters which the ecclesias- 
tical power itself decides to be the concern of the civil power. 
It represented a renewal of the claim of the older Puritans, 
not to be “ tolerated,” but to dictate directly to the State as 
to what might be tolerated, and what might not.^ Such 
proud assertions tend to become meaningless when they are 
made by a body which finds itself a minority of the population, 
and by a body, however important, of dissenters, dissenting 
from other dissenters. Andy's© in course of time “ firee church," 
and even “ Free ” with a capital, may come to connote nothing 
more than absence of direct connection with the State. In 
French-speaking Protestant Switzerland, where there is a 
tendency to that multiplication of sects which is often sup- 
posed to be a special oharaoteristio of the English-speaking 
peoples, there is a considerable religious body known as the 
“Free” Church. It “sprang,” says Mr. Vincent, in his 
valuable work on State and Federal Government in Sioite&r- 
landf “ from an endeavour to gain freedom from State inter- 
ference, and at the same time to maintain a stricter confession 
of faith. It was, in reality, a protest within the Protestant 
Church, and in Q-eneva and Vaud goes back to the time of the 
abolition of the Helvetic Confession. In Neuoh&tel it was a re- 
sult of the eedesiastioal law of 1873, which made every citizen, 
ijpao facto, a member of the Church, and abolished all theological 
tests for ministers.” ® In Neuohatel and Q-eneva the liberty 
of the consoienee of the minister is declared inviolable by the 
constitution,* and against this liberty the “ Free ” Church is a 

‘ Hallam, Cons#. p. 143 (“World Library" edition), has pointed 
out the etriMag resemblanoe between the demand of Oortwrigbt, that tbe 
civil magistrate should, “ as the prophet speaketh, lick the dust of the feet 
of the church,” and the eedesiastioal theory of Pope Gregory VII. The 
original position of the Scotch “Free Churoh” has been similarly de- 
scribed by its critics as that of Protestant XJltramontanism (with an !n- 
teresidng obEvion of the original sense of the latter word). 

* aid., p, 176. ' IbH., p. 180, 
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protest. A. similar dislike to the liberty of the consoience of 
the minister may, occasionally, be fonnd as a motive in the 
making and continuance of “ free ” churches elsewhere than in 
Switzerland. 

Commercial companies have generally grown up to some 
extent under the protection of the State. Great trading or 
industrial enterprises, as a rule, require the interference of the 
State on their behalf, e.g. in order to enforce contracts, to 
secure protection in foreign countries, to obtain compulsory 
power of purchase of land, etc. ; and the State has thus an 
easy means of restricting the liberty of companies, in return 
for the advantages it confers on them. As has been generally 
recognised, there is a much stronger case for the State to inter- 
fere on behalf of employees with the “ liberty " of companies 
on which it has conferred special privileges, than with the 
“ liberty ” of private individuals 'whose commercial or indus- 
trial enterprises are not aided by the State in any special way. 
The right of the State to regulate the hours of railway servants 
— apart from reasons of public safety — has been recognised by 
those who still feel doubtful about the expediency or justice of 
any general attempt to fix a maximum working-day by law. 
In protecting shareholders against fraud or culpable neglect on 
the part of directors and promoters, in protecting the general 
pubHo against the tyranny of companies which have, whether 
by law or by the operation of economic causes, a monopoly in 
the supply of any particular commodity or service, and in 
bringing under more direct State-control, or even under 
immediate State management (I include administration by 
municipalities or other local bodies invested with power by 
the Central Government), enterprises which it has become 
sufficiently convenient for the State to undertake— in such ex- 
tensions of State control over joint-enterprises, for the sake of 
individual liberty, and in the interests of the general well- 
being, lies much work for political energy in the immediate 
future. 

Trade-TTnions have fought their way through perseoution 
to toleration. From an evil to be suppressed, they have 
become, in the eyes of politicians, a necessary evil, or even a 
beneficial institution. As benefit societies, as teachers of a 
spirit of oo-operation, however limited and narrow, their value is 
generally admitted. Even as instruments of industrial war- 
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fare, their advantages are widely acknowledged ; it is always 
•easier to deal with an organised body of men than with an 
unorganised mass. Trade-unionism, still, means warfare ; but 
it is the civilised warfare of disciplined armies, not of irregulars, 
banditti, or savages. But what of the attitude of the militant 
Unionist towards the “free labourer”? The State has the 
obvious duty of protecting even those whom the Unionist calls 
“ blacklegs ” against anything like physical compulsion on the 
part of the Unionist— by the use of military force where neces- 
sary, Unless or until Trade-Unions have become absorbed by 
government departments (in which case a strike would be 
punishable as a mutiny by military law), the Trade-Unionist 
can make no legitimate claim to use any weapon but persuasion 
against the non-Unionist ; and if it is in the public interest 
that some particular industry should be carried on, the State 
has the duty imposed upon it of protecting by all the necessary 
force those engaged in carrying on that industry against the 
interference of Unionist strikera. If the State cannot success- 
fully protect individuals against any Union or combination of 
Unions, regular government has broken down, and the country 
is at the mercy of a revolutionary usurpation, ruling by 
terrorism. In any given case, one may sympathise with the 
Unionist striker, or with the “ blackleg ” ; but, as I have said, 
so long as the Unions are not directly responsible to national 
control, the State as such is bound to be impartial. The as- 
sumption, too readily sanctioned even by some responsible 
statesmen, that military force is not justifiably used in repress- 
ing disorder y is an unfortunate inheritance from the time when 
military force was freely used by despotical governments to 
prevent the free expression of opimon. 

Some Trade-Unionists seem to take for granted that because 
Trade-Unions have undoubtedly improv^ the conditions of 
life, and raised the standard of living among a large portion of 
the population, an extension of Unionism, and a greater sup- 
port of Unions in case of strikes by public opinion, constitute 
the true or, at least, the chief solution of our economic and social 
diMculties. There is this fatal objection to such an idea:«^ 
A Trade-Union must either include all the workers of a given 
trade, or only some ; and all the Trade-Unions of the country 
must dther include all the workers or only some. At present 
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tte unions exclude a great number of tbe workers,^ and it is 
against these excluded workmen far more than against the em' 
ployers that the struggle in a strike or look-out is really carried 
on. By using persuasion (accompanied or not by threats of 
violence) towards non-unionists, or by refusing to work along 
with them, unionists seek to compel employers to accept their 
terms, ie. they artifioially produce the same effect as would be 
produced by the death or emigration of the workmen competing 
with them for employment. It is true that in such struggles 
it is “ the fittest ” (in the biologist’s sense) who survive, and in 
this case “ the fittest ” generally means those who have most 
skill and most steadiness of character, though not necessarily 
so in every instance. The effect of a successful strike for 
higher and steadier wages is often to supplant a larger body 
of irregularly employed and unorganised workmen by a smaller 
body, more regularly employed? The diminution of casual 
employment is undoubtedly a gain in many ways, but it in- 
creases the number of the unemployed. Suppose, on the other 
hand, that the unions include all the workers in aU the indus- 
tries of a country — I pass over the obvious difficulty of un- 
employed and casual labourers paying their subscriptions 
regularly — and that the unions are federated together into one 
vast industrial association, it will follow that, for many pur- 
poses, such an industrial association will have become practically 
the State itself. But this association will aoq[uire the responsi- 
bilities along with the advantages of the State. Is every one 
born in the country (even if foreign immigrants are rigorously 
excluded) to be, by the mere fact of his existence, entitled to 
have work and subsistence found for him, however incapable 
he may he ? A continually increasing population does increase 
to some extent the demand for commodities, but will, in course 
of time, press more heavily on the resources of the country. 
And if immigrants are excluded, other countries will probably 

* According to the best calculations, the Trade-Unionists of England 
and 'Wales number only 20 per cent, of the adult male manual-working 
population, only 4 per cent, of the total population. Even in the excep- 
tional counties of Northumberland and Durham, where Trade-Unionism 
flourishes most, the Trade-Unionists number only 11‘28 and 11'21 per cent, 
of the population, whereas adult male manual-workers are reckoned at 
18 pet cent, of the population: so that even there more thanone-tMtd 
of the working men. are non-uniouste (see Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Wehb’s 
Bisttiry qf Trad6'Uni(mism, pp. 409-418). 
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retaliate and prevent the relief hitherto obtained by emigra- 
tjon. The Industrial Federation of united unions ’will thus be 
face to face with the population diflioulty, but such an Indus- 
trial Federation will not be able to deal with that difiSoulty, 
nor with any of the problems of production and distribution 
that will arise, unless it ceases to be a mere congeries of “ volun- 
tary ” associations, and becomes openly a State able to enforce 
and maintain a rigid discipline and a sacrifice of individual 
aims and likings, such as hitherto has only existed in the army 
and the navy, and in some of the strictest of monastic orders. 

Very many Trade-Unionists do not yet sufficiently recognise 
that the ultimate outcome of their policy is a Socialistic State; 
and I doubt if any of them recognise at all the absolute neces- 
sity for a very severe discipline in the industrial armies of the 
future. Such a transformation of Trade-Unions from associa- 
tions of particular groups of producers into a highly organised 
State is, however, not likely to take place by a one-sided develop- 
ment. If on the one side Trade-Unions approximate more to the 
conditions of political organisations, with responsibilities to the 
common good of all, on the other side the State will probably 
meet them half-way. If a social re-organisation is to take 
place without violence, and in such a way as to be fairly 
stable, it must come about gradually ; a sudden change would 
probably 3nean gross mismanagement, corruption, disorder — 
possibly oivil war, and a terrible reaction. The State which is 
to undertake responsibilities snob as no State has yet attempted 
to undertake, must be free from jobbery or the suspicion of 
jobbery, and its citizens must possess sufficient enlightenment 
and a sufficient spirit of obedience for the sake of the common 
good to subordinate personal or sectional ambitions and pre- 
ferences to the decision of experts — ^responsible indeed to the 
community, but allowed a tolerably free baud, like generals 
in command of an army in the field. Trade-Unionism, with 
all its defects, its narrowness of outlook and disregard for 
interests outside the material well-being of special sections of 
producers as such, does supply part, though a smaU part, of 
the necessary training in obeffieuoe and discipline which alone 
can make anything like a Sodalistio State possible. 

It is a delusion to suppose that shorter hours, whether ob- 
tained by the efforts of Trade-Unions, or by legislation, or by 
a combination of both means, will lead to a solution of the diffi- 
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oulty of the unemployed. Higher wages and shorter hours — 
if the wages are to he recXLy higher, i.e. capable of purchasing 
more commodities — will lead to the use of more machinery, 
and nob, directly at least, to the employment ol more men ; 
and a greater demand for machinery can only to a small ex- 
tent, if at all, increase the demand for labour. The present 
system of Trade-TUnions supplemented by legislative restric- 
tion of hours of labour cannot do away with the difficulty of 
obtaining employment, but may even increase it. But though 
not solving the problem, Trade-Unionism may help to put it 
in a form more capable of solution. Anything that diminishes 
casual and irregular employment makes the class of the unem- 
ployed a more definite body, with which the State may more 
easily hope to deal ; and the more sharply defined line between 
the more capable and the more incapable portion of the popu- 
lation may prepare public opinion for those stringent, though 
beneficent, measures by which alone the pauper class can be 
prevented from injuring the more vigorous section of the race. 
If subsistence is to be guaranteed by the State to all its 
ruembers, the unemployed must, if capable of it, be set to work ; 
bub this work must not compete in the labour market with 
that of those already in employment, else the suffering is only 
shifted from one set of individuals to another. The unem- 
ployed, if cared for by the State, must be treated as, for indus- 
trial purposes, a separate and isolated community, whose more 
capable members may, whan occasion arises, be drafted into 
the ranks of the regular and organised workers : ^ and, as 
already argued, there must be some check on the increase of 
the population by State-pensioners. If such powers of control 
are refused to the State by the moral sentiments or prejudices 
of the community, the State may reasonably refuse to deal with 
these economic diffiouliies, 

I have ventured to refer thus briefly to one of the most 
difficult of social questions — ^what is very often called ihA social 

Of. Charles Booth, lAft oiid Xotoitr 0 / th& Peoph, Ed, 2, Vol. I. pp. 
166-168. Mr. Booth does not shrink from using the word “ State davery” 
as a name for the only form in which the problem can be dealt with. 
One thinks of Fletcher of Saltoun's proposal to dispose of paupers as 
slaves in the “ plantations and at home.’* See his Second IHscoiO'se on 
the of Scotland (Works, p. 146-149, Ed. of 1787). The moral 

objections to slavery, where slaves were private property, are not applic- 
able to State-slavery In Mr. Booth's sense. 

N,n. 


Q 
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question — in order to illustrate the impoasihility of dealing 
■with “the rights of associations” without considering the 
general question of the relation of the State to individuals ; 
and to show how an unlimited hhorty of association is incom- 
patible with the very existence of the State. The State itself 
is the only association whose liberty cannot be limited by the 
State. 
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\ One of the most important rights of individuals is generally 
supposed to he the right to enter into contracts with other 
individuals, and the moat important function of the State, 
according to the theories of those who most seek to minimise 
its fonctions, is supposed to he tl^e enforcement hy law courts 
of obligations arising out of contract. The famous theory 
which explains political obligation as dependent on the social 
contract is, in one aspect of it, an illogical generalisation of this 
notion about the functions of government — illogical, because 

*o355tracts are the product of political society, which cannot 
therefore be baaed upon a contract. To try to escape this 
argument by substituting the term social pact, or compact, for 
the legal term contract, is a mere evasion ; for the social pact 
is assumed to be as binding as if it were a contract that could 
be enforced, or rather it is assumed to he much more bindiug 
than any particular contract depending on it. An alleged 
natural right of freedom of oonteaot is meaningless, if it he im- 
plied that a State ought to recognise a right in its members to 
enter into contracts of every possible kind, and should tmdertake 
to enforce these contracts. Such an absolute right to freedom of 
contract would require the State to enforce an obligation to 
commit crimes and to rebel against itself ; hut this is anarchical 
and absurd. It is generally recognised, even by the staunchest 
upholders of the sanctity of contracts, that the State may pro- 
hibit or refuse to recognise contracts of certain kinds. Snob 
an admission implies of course that the State exists for other 
purposes than simply for the enforoement of contracts; it 
implies that the State has the right of restricting individual 
liberty in various ways, even where no contract has been 
broken, and of discouraging certain kinds of contract by the 
refusal of legal remedies. If the State may prohibit or dis- 

287 
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recogniae the condition of semtude {domeatkM) ^ while 
personal bondage is exoluded, the right of perfectly free con- 
tract between employer and employed is recognised. Such a 
principle, if strictly carried out, would of course prevent any 
legislative interference with the hours or the conditions of 
labour, and would certainly require the State to put a con- 
siderable oheoh on the freedom of Trade-Unions in boycotting 
blacklegs, or in doing anything beyond endeavouring to per- 
suade free labourers, by logical or rhetorical arguments, not to 
undertake work on conditions unfavourable to themselves or to 
other workers in the same trade. The evident purpose of this 
and some other articles in the French Declaration was to get 
rid of restrictions, whether due to legislation or to the custom- 
ary privilegea of guilds, etc., on the free movement of labour. 
The ideal was “ a career open to talents ” — complete negative 
liberty. This is the droit du” travail ; the droif au travail is 
the positive right to get work found for one. 

A subsequent article (21) in the same Declaration rec^piises 
the right of citizens to subsistence in the following form : 
“Public relief (Zes aecours publics) k a sacred debt. So(J*“ty~' 
owes subsistence to imfortunaie citizens, either by procuring 
work for them, or by assuring the means of existence to those 
who are not capable of working.” In the Jacobin draft this 
principle is expressed in somewhat stronger language : “ Society 
is obliged to provide for the subsistence of all its members, 
either by procuring work for them, or etc.”— as before. The 
form adopted was apparently a compromise between the Jaco- 
bin form and the draft of Condorcet, which says nothing about 
the procuring of work, though recognising that “ Public relief 
is a sacred debt.” 

In the Deolaratlou of 18^, it is asserted (art. 8) that the 
Bepuhlio “ ought by fraternal help to assure the existence of 
necessitous citizens, either by procuring work for them, within 
the limits of its resources, or by giving, where the family oaunot 
(or does not?) do so [the words are d difaut de la famille\ 
assistance to those who are iuoapable of working.” The 
wording is somewhat vague. What is to be done with those 
who mH not work, though able to do so ? And what is to 
limit the power of the government to find work for the unem- 

’ PiaoMcally identical in Condorost’s draft. Cf. Lord Eolsbury’s words 
(quoted in Ohap. 1. P< 
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ployed ? May it increase taxation, for instance, in order to 
provide nnremuaorative work, or does “ the limits of its re- 
sources ” imply that taxation should not he increased for this 
reason alone, and that the work ought to be remunerative ? 
If the work is to be remunerative, how is competition to be 
avoided in a market which is proved to be already overcrowded 
by the mere existence of unemployed labourers ? 

It may be necessary to repeat what has often been pointed 
out, but is still generally ignored, that the experiment of 
national workshops in 1848 was an experiment tried under 
most unfair conditions and managed by persons who did not 
wish it to succeed : the failure of this experiment is of itself 
no argument against the State undertaking the responsibility 
of providing work. But a careful consideration of those 
questions, which are suggested by the cautious but ambiguous 
wording of the Declaration, calls attention to some of the 
difficulties involved. In the long run, we always come face to 
face jfith the ultimate problem: Can a State, without the cer- 
tain ]^oSpeot of ultimate disaster, undertake to provide work 
■“ais. satisfactory subsistence (judged by the average standard 
of living at present) for cHl its members, without taking some 
security against an indefinite increase of population, and against 
a disproportionate increase of the less capable part of the popu- 
lation ? ^ 

* Charles Maokay sings:— 

“ There’s a good time coming, hoys, 

A good time coming ; 

And a poor man’s family 
Shall not he his misery 
In the good time coining. 

Every child shall be a help, 

To make his right arm stronger ; 

The happier he the more he has 
Wait a little longer.” 

Such a sentiment is meaningless and foolish except under the oon- 
ditions of a new and thinly peopled country. If the resource of emigra- 
tion be largely diminished, through the filling up of new countries, and 
through the policy dictated by the wage-receivers there, and if the right 
of every one to subsistence and, if he ca» work, and will work, or has 
worked as long as he could, to a oomfortabU subsistence, be legally 
conceded,— a continuous increase in population must mean a continuous, 
not necessaiily an exactly proportionate, lowering of the standard ol 
comfort. 
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A “ free country,” or a “ free people,” may mean that the 
govermneut is of a more or less democratio kind, but it may 
only mean that the country is not under the rule of any 
foreign power. "Wordsworth lamented the extinction of the 
Venetian Eepublio and the conquest of Switzerland by the 
French ; but the Venetian Eepublio was a close and tyrannical 
oligarchy, and the establishment of the Helvetian Eepublio by 
the help of French arms was a liberation of the people of 
Vaud and Ticino from the oppression of the Q-erman cantons. 
Those Poles who have come under the sway of Eussia have 
gained nothing and lost a great deal; but the liberty of 
Poland meant the liberties of an aristocratic caste who showed 
particularly little capacity for governing — to say nothing 
about governing well. A people may often prefer "to be 
Hi-governed by rulers of their own race, to whom they are 
accustomed, rather than to be'governed much better by aliens. 
The resistance of Spain to Napoleon is a t3q)ical example. 
And in the long run it is generally best that a po^^who 
have too strong sentiments of nationality to be readily assimi- 
lated even by a higher form of civilisation, should work..ja»^ 
their political and social problems for themsolves. Progress 
may be very much slower, but it is likely to be more steady 
and more secure. 

The question, however, arises: In what sense has a nation, 
a country— that is to say, a particular group of people — a 
right to freedom, in the sense of independence? In other 
words, how far can we suppose that other nations are morally 
bound (of any other obligation it is superfluous to speak) to 
respect the independence of a particular nation? Suppose 
this nation is in a ohronio state of disorder, that laws are not 
enforoed, or that there is so much oppression that discon- 
tented and persecuted persons are always endeavouring to 
cross the frontier, may not neighbouring nations have “ a 
right ” to interfere— even on behalf of the inhabitants of the 
country itsdf? Or suppose that the territory possessed by a 
particular race or nation is fertile and full of natural resources, 
but that owing to misgovemment or backwardness in civilisa- 
tion these natural resources are left undeveloped ; may not 
neighhouring nations with an overflowing population capable 
of utUisiug these natural resources be thought to have a right 
to teiae jsuoh of tflis territory as is convoniout for them ? 
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I do not tliink iliero is muck profii in discussing the morality 
of aggression without taking account of the fact that, under 
such circumstances as I have supposed, neighbouring nations 
are certain to avail themselves of convenient opportunities for 
enlarging their territory and increasing the advantages of their 
members. And where aggression is undertaken because of 
disorderliness or great misgovemment, which makes a neigh- 
bouring country a breeding ground of criminals haunting the 
frontier, or a breeding ground of pestilences, aggression may 
very reasonably be held to be a kind of police-measure and a 
legitimate form of self-defence. 

Professor Lorimer, in his interpretation of the Law of 
Nature, speaks of a “ natural right of aggression.” “ Aggres- 
sion,” he says, “ is a Natural Right, the extent of which is 
measured by the power which Q-od has bestowed on the 
aggressor or permitted him to develop.” ^ This seems to me a 
very much more logical and consistent application of the idea 
of than is ^ be found in most theories of natural rights, 

Natural right is here determined simply by might or power, as 
IsHiie theory of Spinoza. It should of course be carefully 
noted that “power” does not mean simply what is called 
“brute force,” but all those intellectual and moral qualities 
which are implied in greater strategic skill, greater discipline, 
and, above all, in the power of keeping possession of territory 
seized by war and of turning a conquered population into 
orderly and peaceable subjects or fellow-citizens. Such a re- 
cognition of a natural right of aggression is often strongly 
objected to by those who see nothing wrong in a trade-union 
striking to secure better terms for its own members, when a 
favourable opportunity occurs, even though a strike necessarily 
involves much suffering to many individuals other than the 
strikers themselves. But the principle in either case is the 
same — the action, so far as it is justified, can be justified 
only on the grounds of its success and on the better condition 
of some very conaideorable number of human beings which 
results from that success. 

It is important to note that such a right of aggression 
depends on the superiority in civilisation of the conquering 
power— that is to say, it is assumed that the nations conoerned 
are not treated as equals. Where it has become convenient 

* XnsHiutes of Lem. I quote from the ‘'Conteals ” of Book II., chap. 6. 
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and oustomary, as it has among the civilised powers of 
Ohristendom, to assume the diplomatic equality of powers 
whose military and other resources are very unequal, there is 
also the feeling that aggression as such is not justifiable, and 
that war is only justifiable if entered upon for what may 
plausibly be considered the purpose of self-defence. But it is 
of course very easy to give “ defence ” a wide interpretation. 
For a nation under all circumstances to wait until it is attacked 
may moan to give such an advantage in carrying on war to 
the assailant, that the nation may lose its independence, or that 
some portion of it may be annexed by a loss scrupulous neigh- 
bour.^ 

As to instances of the use of force by civilised over barbarous 
or savage peoples, it is cheap virtue to call them “ interna- 
tional burglaries," and a very misleading use of language. 
The word burglary can only be used metaphorically in oases 
where there is no common criminal law to which both parties 
are subject ; and the use of the term involves a naSv6^3i(i^>»pt- 
anoe of the stafws gwo, analogous to what is implied in calling 
any legislative interference with ancient rights of prop'^Hiy* 
“ confiscation” or “ theft.” People who are ready to advocate 
the disendowment of an Established Church have very little 
right to call the conquest of India or the invaeion of Egypt 
acts of burglary. They ought to leave that language to those 
who call any readjustment of the ancient endowments of cor- 
porations a “ robbery of God.” A savage or barbarous people, 
misgoverned by some ferooious or incapable tyrant, cannot be 
regarded, except convenUonally, for some special purpose of 
international convenience, as an independent nation in the 
same sense as one of the great powers of Europe. In the 
interests of humanity we can recognise no absolute right in 
all governments, however bad, never to be interfered with. 
We laugh at the Divine Eight of Kings, claimed by Stuarts 

' Bid the Preuoh Bepablio, in 1792, enter on a war of aggression, or 
of self-defence? Bid Prussia, in 1^0, enter on a war of aggression, or of 
self-defence? Even the peace-loving Mr. Herbert Spencer speaks of 
territories taken from the French “in punishment for their aggressive- 
ness " (iWncepZes of JSthics, Vql. I. p. 818). He assumes apparently 
that nothing can he said against the view that Germany in taking Alsace 
and Iiorraine was simply recovering stolen goods. How far a provinoe 
may have been assimilated by a conqueror is a matter your abstract 
thiiAer does not dream of considering. 
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or Bourbons ; but the natural right ol a king of Dahomey, or of 
every robber chief or murderous pasha, to be left undisturbed 
by all civilised nations, is at least quite as absurd. There 
would be more reason for arguing that there is a natural right 
inherent in all men to be governed well — an idea suggested 
by the language of the French Declarations, which are 
Declarations of the rights of mem as well as of citizens. And 
it is good government that alone legitimises conquest ; but it 
does legitimise it in the minds of those who are prepared to 
think out questions of right and wrong in the light of actual 
human experience and not of arbitrary and a priori principles 
or prejudices. 

1 do not mean to suggest that the dealings of civilised 
nations with uncivilised or less civilised races present no 
difficult moral problems. All that I mean to insist on is, that 
a general principle of non-intehvention, based on an assumed 
inalienable natural right of every group of human beings 
tbatjgay call itself an independent tribe or people, is of no 
use whatever for practical guidance. It is an unworkable 
pyiftciple, and it is a wrong principle. A nation acts unwisely, 
and therefore wrongly, if it undertakes responsibilities which 
it cannot properly Mfil and which it could have avoided. 
It is wrong to interfere, if we cannot reasonably hope to leave 
things in a better condition than that in whioh we found 
them — a better condition for the individuals whose national or 
tribal independence has been interfered with. But it is absurd 
and misleading to class all interferences under the same 
general condemnation ; it is a transference to foreign affairs 
of the abstract belief in laisses fairs. The contact of higher 
and lower races, especially where the gap between them is 
great, often forms one of the most unpleasant and saddest 
parts of history ; but the contact is likely to be more disastrous 
in its consequences where it comes simply through the irre- 
sponsible action of private adventurers, than where a certain 
measure of order and security and systematic administration 
of justice is bestowed on a people in lieu of the right of being 
left a prey to native despots and slave-raiders. Lovers of 
peace ought to show due gratitude to the pa® Romana,^ whioh 

‘ “Throughout oiviliaation,” says Mr. Herbert Spencer (JViwoijpZes of 
MhieSf Yol. L, p. 674), “ the relations of citizens have become relatively 
e<initable only as fast as militancy bas become less predominant; and 
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gdve Europfl a time of quiet such as it has never enjoyed 
since the Empire fell to pieces, and to the jpax Bntannica^ 
■which would come to a speedy end were India left to the 
Indians. India for the Indians,” indeed, may serve as a 
good specimen of those cant phrases which are used so freely 
as rhetorical substitutes for argument. There may be an 
Indian nationality some day ; if there is, its existence will be 
due to British rule and its language will, in all probability, 
be the English tongue. 

Closely connected with this subject of national or tribal 
independence or liberty is the “right” by which a State may 
claim to reserve the territory it possesses for the exclusive 
use of the present inhabitants and their descendants — the 
right to prevent or restrict immigration. It is clear that 
there is no sense in talking about a general natural right 
on the part of every human being to go and settle in any 
part of the world he chooses ; the right will depend on whether 
other nations wish to have him or, if they dp not, on^j^iher 
they can manage to keep him out. In the past, wheniaohities 
for movement were much less than they are now, countries 
which served as an asylum for the persecuted have generally 
profited greatly by the folly of their neighbours in weeding 
out many of the most vigorous minds and characters in the 
nation. When a country, however, is fairly well filled and 
has a sufficiently mixed stock already, it may reasonably 
refuse to help to solve the problem of pauperism for other 
lands.^ The country which excludes desirable immigrants, on 
the other hand, will sufifer for it in the long run. And the 
need of an outlet for a -vigorous and overflowing population 
may become so urgent as to break down barriers against 
immigration defended by too scanty hands. 

Here indeed we come upon the other side of the population 

only along with this change has the sentiment of jnsbice become more 
pronounced.” A fighting people is nol, necessarily alegd^ating people; 
hut does Mr. Spencer know of any great governing people which has not 
shown its capacity for conciuest and for retaining its conquests f 

* The tTnitcd States of America have already given up their right to 
the once famous boost that their— 

“ I'rce latch-string never was drawed in 
Agatnat the poorest child of Adam*s kin.” 
ithe xighjs of the ezfslang oitizons are now asserted against any general 
rights of man, 
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question. It may be argued that, if the more civilised races 
were to become stationary in numbers, the world mighf be 
overrun by the lower races. Those who use this argument 
are apt to forget two things — first, that the quality of a race 
is more important than mere numbers, A swarming popula- 
tion of hereditary paupers is no gain to the country that is 
burdened with their support. Secondly, a race may even 
dwindle, and yet its type of civilisation may be sucoos.ifully 
imposed on immigrants of other races, so that the nation 
increases. France attracts numerous immigrants from neigh- 
bouring countries, but the Frenchman need nob be despondeut 
about the future of his country so long as he turns them all 
into Frenchmen, as he has hitherto always succeeded in doing. 
Exclusion of immigrants, if allowed to be in some cases a 
justifiable policy, is, it should be clearly recognised, quite 
inconsistent with any sincere ’admission of the equality of all 
^ human beings, or with any natural light of all to share in the 
gifts Q^ature. JLb is inconsistent also when those, who object 
to the immigration of labourers who will lower the standard 
oll^ving, object to the endeavour of trade-unions to exclude 
from employment free labourers of their own country who will 
lower the standard in a similar way. There is indeed this 
difference in favour of the former policy over the latter, that 
a nation may, with an honest government, decide the question 
at least in the light of the whole nation, taking into account 
the probable effects of its policy on the treatment of its own 
citizens in foreign countries affected by this policy, while a 
trade-union is very unlikely to consider anything except the 
obvious and apparent interests of its own members, and may 
even leave out of sight the effects of its policy on the price of 
commodities and consequently on tiie ultimate real wage even 
of its own members. Both endeavours, however, that of a 
nation and that of a trada-unioix, to keep up the standard of 
living are irreconcilable with any doctrine of natural rights, 
except such as frankly recognises the connection between 
natural right and the power of getting one's own way. 



OHAPTEE XI 

BESISTANCEi TO OPPBESSTON 

The Prenoh Declaration of 1789 names among “the natural 
and imprescriptible rights of man,” whose maintenance is 
the end of all political society, not only the rights of Hherty, 
of property, of security, but the right of resistance to op- 
pression. ‘The Declaration of 1793 asserts that “Eesistance 
to oppression is the consequence of the other rights of man ” 
(art. 33). The following artible gives what appears to be 
intended for a definition of “oppression,” but it is somewhat 
more epigrammatic than lucid. “There is„oppression of-^e 
social body when any single member of it is oppress^ : there 
is oppression of every member when the social body i-^-ep- 
proased. ” This statement really implies a theory of the relations 
of society to the individual that is fundamentally inconsistent 
with the individualistic view of society implied in the whole 
doctrine of natural rights. {The 35th and last article of the 
Declaration is as follows: “When the government violates 
the rights of the people, insurrection is for the people and for 
every portion of the people the most sacred of rights and the 
moat indispensable of duties.” “Eesistance to oppression” 
might indeed be used to mean simply legal remedies against 
illegal or arbitrary action on the part of officials ; and doubt- 
less that was part of what the framers of these Declarations 
were thinking of. And it is a reasonable demand that a 
Ckmstitution should provide individuals with legal means of 
defending those rights which the Constitation professes to 
guarantee to them. But the last article of the Declaration 
of 1798 gives a wider meaning to the term “resistance.” That 
a Oonstitation should provide means for its own amendment is 
assenldal, if it is not by claiming eternity to provoke revolu- 
tum ; and it is expedient that the delays and difficulties of the 
amending process should not be such as to make amendment 
seem ptncl^ally impossible. Some of the American Deolara- 
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tions indeed asseri that the people “have at all times an 
inalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or abolish 
[Query, without substituting anything in its place?] their 
form of government in such manner as they may think 
expedient.”^ Between “at all times” and “never,” or “at 
very long intervals,” a mean is often deemed expedient. But 
such a right of constitutional amendment by constitutional 
means is a very different thing from a constitutional guarantee 
of the right of overthrowing the government by the use of 
force. Such a constitutional right of insurrection is the most 
anarchical and contradictory notion that it ever entered into 
the heart of man to conceive. Even the vaguer right of 
resistance to oppression is left out of the Declaration of 1795, 
for obvious reasons of historical experience. As Bentham 
remarks, “ Between 1791 and 179B Citizen Besistance-against- 
Oppression had been playing slarange tricks.”* 

It would be very unjust, however, to suppose, as is frequently 
'Sana, that this notion of a right of resistance was the outcome 
merely 6? French political inexperienoe. As asserted in the 
Decl(«ation of 1789, it may be regarded as only a repetition 
of the right which is asserted in the American Declaration of 
Independence, and the right there claimed is nothing more 
than had been recognised and defended by Locke in his Treatise 
of CivU Government — ^the theoretical defence of the English 
Eevolution of 1688. The American Declaration of indepen- 
dence is, however, a Declaration of war, and is hardly therefore 
the best model for a Declaration of those Bights which are to 
be guaranteed by a Constitution. To find a genuine parallel 
to the constitutional recognition of a right of resistance we 
must go back to times when the idea of the State was in a 
very rudimentary stage — ^to such documents as the “ Q-olden 
Bull ” of King Andrew (A.n. 1222), which concedes, while like 
Magna Gharta only professing to confirm, the ^edal privi- 
leges of the Hungarian nobility. “ Should we,” it is written, 
“ or any of our successors, at any tune be disposed to infringe 
upon any of these our orders, the bishops, as well as the other 
lords and the nobles of the realm, shall be at libarly, jointly or 
singly, by virtue of this letter, to oppose and oonkadiot us 
and our successors, for ever, without incurring the penalty of 

* “Declaration of Digbts,” in Constitution of Alabama, 1809. 

* Marehkal F<dk«des, in Works {18©)i H. p. 028. 
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treason.” * Buoli a method of imposing a check on oppression 
is only a degree less primitive than the letter of King Ahasn- 
erus, in which he permits the Jews to massacre those whom he 
had previously permitted to massacre them® — violence checked 
hy counter-violence. In a written constitution of the modem 
type, it is, however, an anomaly and an absurdity to recognise 
a right which, strictly interpreted, would make government 
impossible, a right which contradicts the fimdamental notion 
of sovereignty. Eousseau’s teaching about the sovereignty of 
the people is often made responsible for the anarchical theories 
of some of the Krench revolutionary leaders, but those who 
thought they derived a right of msurrection from Rousseau 
proved themselves unintelligent disciples; for on Eousseau’s 
theory there is no sense in claiming the right of insurrection. 
If a people throw off a tyrannical government it is an act of 
sovereignty; and to call it an “insurrection” involves the 
assumption that the government is the sovereign, which it 
never can be, on Rousseau’s theory, except by usurpaiielir* 
Such a usurping government should be called a “ fSbel,” and 
punished as such. This theory may seem strange; but aLleast 
it is logical, which the guarantee of a right of insurreotion is 
not. It is, indeed, only a Constitution like the present Federal 
Constitution of Switzerland, with its refermdmn on all consti- 
tutional changes, and potentially on all laws, that gives any 
security for the smooth and quiet working of a legal sovereignty 
of the people.® 

Those, indeed, who accepted what may be called the Hilde- 
brandine theory of the Papal power, may be said to have made 
the Church, i.e., for convenience, or in explicit theory, the 
Pope, the only true sovereign over all Christian peoples. The 
justiheation of resistance to tyrants (even of assassination of 
tyrants, vrhen necessary) by many medieval theologians and 
by some Jesuit casuists (in reference to Protestant rulers, of 
course) always rests on the assumption that the Pope can decide 
who is and who is not a “tyrant.” When allegiance to the 
Pope is throvm off, every one is left to decide for himself what 
oonatitutes the “tyranny” or “oppression” that justifies resist- 

* Vamb&y, Mrin^ary (“Story of the Natioiis” Series), p. 18ft 

* See The Soak of Esther, 

* On tilrii sulqeotl may be allowed to refer to an Essay on “!Che Con- 
cepiion cd Sovereignty,” in my Samin and JShg&i eto. 
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ance, and thus, although morally resistanao may seem perfectly 
justifiable and necessary, the appearance of legality, that might 
seem to cling to it in the minds of those who accepted the 
Pope’s deposing power, has altogether disappeared. 

If indeed a Constitution be thought of as a Compact, there 
is considerable plausibility in regarding the “ insurrection ” of 
one of the parties to the compact as constitutionally justified 
by the failure of the other party to perform his (or its) part of 
the compact — the party that considers itself aggrieved claiming 
the right to judge when the compact is broken. It was by 
appealing to this notion of a contract between King and 
People that the English Convention Parliament justified the 
Revolution of 1688.^ The idea of a contract between King 
and People was very widely held in the middle ages, and 
frequently received a sort of express recognition in the form of 
the coronation oath. The tho6ry, like many other illogical 
theories, has been practically very useful in helping the cause 
""^ISi^olitioal liberty ; but the very fact that it gives a quasi- 
constituti5aal sanction to rebellion is a refiitation of its claims 
to rej^iipsent the true legal theory of a OousLitution, 

There is no doubt that the theory of the United States 0cm- 
stitution of 1787 as a Compact between Sovereign States was 
widely held at the time the Constitution was framed ; and if 
it had not been a plausible interpretation of the Constitution, 
several of the States might have been more reluctant than they 
were to give up the more independent position which they held 
under the original Confederation. And I think it must he 
granted that there is a greater appearance of constitutional 
legciUiy in the South Carolina Declaration of Independence of 
1860 than there is in the Declaration of Independence of the 
Thirteen Colonies in 1776. The Thirteen Colonies could only 
appeal to natural rights and to abstract principles, inherited 
from the theories of Locke and others: South Carolina ap- 
pealed, in addition, to a definite written agreement actually 
formed between sovereign States — ^the terms of which agree- 

* Even GrrotiuB, who rejects the Idea that there is any general natural 
right of resistance, allows a right of resistance when a prince has abdi- 
cated. or when he is manifestly bearing himself as the enemy of his 
whole people.— i>e Jua-e Bftlli et Pads, I., c. iv. §§ 8 ssq, The English 
Bevolution of 1688 might fairly be brought under the sanction of his 
principles. 


s 
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msni had, it was alleged, been broken ^ Furtbermore, whereas 
the majority o£ the Colonies, when they renounced thoir alle- 
giance to the British Crown, had to frame for themselves new 
Constitutions and all of them had to make themselves from 
dependencies into States which previously had no legal exist- 
ence as such. South Carolina, in seceding, was simply retain- 
ing her existing constitution and resuming the position she 
actually had occupied in 1787. The better legal theory of the 
United States Constitution undoubtedly rejects the view that 
it is a Compact : it is not made by the “ United States,” but 
“the People of the United States" — a sovereign body that 
had no existence in the Confederation of 1777. The fortune of 
war confirmed the interpretation adopted by the Supreme 
Court: and events revealed that an American Nation had 
grown up in a sense which the particularism of the South had 
not reahsed. But, still, there was a very plausible case for 
the constitutional right of secession — more plausible than could 
be alleged for many rebeUions where the^ moral duty 
hellion seems clear and where the appeal court of 'TEistory has 
condoned the want of legal right. For legality and mtfality, 
legal rights and political or historical facts, are often very 
different things. And the gravest objection to the whole 
theory of natural rights is, that it is always tending to confuse 
the two sets of notions, by representing what may on occasion 
be moral duties as legal or quasi-legal rights, and by concealing 
under such ambiguous terms as “can” and “cannot” the 
difference between "ought” and “is,” or between “wish” and 

^ The South Carolina Declaration of Independence, after referring to 
the Declaration of Independence of the Colonies, which asserted their 
existence as sovereign and independent States, to the recognition of the 
United States as sovereign and independent States by Great Britain in 
1783, and to the formation of the Constitution of 1787 by the sovereign 
States, proceeds as follows ; “ We hold that the government thus estab- 
lished is subject to the two great principles asserted in the Declaration of 
Independence [viz. the right of a State to govern itself and the right of a 
pecple to abolish a government when it becomes destructive of ^e ends 
tor which it was instituted], and we hold further that the mode of its 
fotmafdon subjects it to a third fundamental principle, namely, the law 
of compact. We maintain that in every compact between two or more 
parties the obligaldon is mutual— that the failure of one of the contract- 
ing parlaes to perform a material part of the agreement entirely releases 
the obligaMoh of the other, and that, where no arbiter is appointed, each 
party is remitted to its own judgment to determine the fact of failure 
vriih its conaeqnenaes.” 
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“ power.” ^ Much is lost in logical clearness, and nothing is 
gained in practical politics, by endeavours to shirk the neces- 
sarily unlimited character of sovereignty — ^the legal despotism 
of the legal sovereign. Disobedience to the law of the land — 
if it is the law of the land — can never be a legal or consti- 
tutional right; it may be morally excused, or it may be a 
moral duty. If there is this conflict between law and morals, 
that is a reason for changing the law if possible— -peaceably 
and constitutionally if possible; but it is no reason for pre- 
tending that the law is what we think it ought to be, or that 
what we think ought to be is law. 

When people think about a “ right of resistanoe” they are 
really concerned with a moral, not a constitutional, question. 
When, if ever, is it right to use force against a de facto govern- 
ment? This is an important question of political casuistry. 
It is said that a bishop, in a country that I need not specify, 
•WM once consulted as to whether a rebellion of a certain kind 
woulR be justifiable :«he answered, “ There are reasons on both 
sides. Fof^the negative there is, /b-sf, that you have no 
oannon^a — » It was unnecessary to proceed with the argu- 
ment. The worthy ecclesiastic laid stress on a very important 
element in determining the rightness of resistance— a reason- 
able chance of success. But success ought to be taken to 
mean, not merely overthrowing and destroying the existing 
government or constitution, but substituting something better 
that is likely to last fairly well. Another most important 
consideration is this: Have all peaceable and constitutional 
means of reform been tried in vain, or does the government 
make it impossible to have recourse to them? And the last 
question, the question which should really be asked first, is 
■&is : Are the evils under which we are suffering such that 
they are worse than the risk of disorder and bloodshed?® 
This last question is likely to be answered very differently by 
persons and races of different temperament. 

^ Cf. Bentham, Anarchical FaUacies, Worhs, H. pp. 484, 495, 499, 600, 
efio. 

® Of, the story of the answer of Bishop Lesley to the Earl of South- 
ampton, p. 177, note. 

■ On the ethios of xesistanoe see T. H. Green, J^ilo$ophical Worlia, n. 
pp. 455 aeq. 
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EQtTALITY ^ 

Auoko the natural rights of man which a Constitution ought 
to guarantee, equality is not named in the French Declaration 
of 1789, although in article 6 the equality of oitizens before 
the law is expressly asserted. “ The law should be the same 
for aU, both in protecting and in punishing. All oitizens being 
equal, in the eye of the law, are equally admissible to all 
dignities and pubHo places and employments, according tix- 
their capacity, and without other distinction than that of <^ir 
virtues and their talents.” In the Declaratibn of 1793, 
“equality” is named along with liberty, security, -imd pro- 
perty, as one of the natural and imprescriptible rights to 
guarantee which government has been instituted (arts. 1 and 
2), A separate article asserts that “all men are equal by 
nature and before the law,” This more extreme position of 
the Declaration of 1793 comes nearer to the words of the 
American Declaration of Independence, jin the Declaration 
of Independence it is said, “ We hold those truths to be self- 
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 
by the Creator with certain unalienable Eights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” The 
equality of mankind is asserted to be a self-evident truth, and 
equaliiy is not regarded as the creation of the law, but as 
something which exists independently of any human lawi 
Some of the State Constitutions contain simiW assertions in 
their Declarations of Eights. Thus in the Connecticut Declara- 
tion (1818) we read, “ That aE men, when they form a social 
(impact, axe equal in rights, and that no man or set of men 
are entiiled to exclusive public emolxunents or privileges Lrom 

* A short isttidie of mine on this sahiect appeared, in the Ooidea^orary 
StMene for Ootohsr, 1883. Xhe present chapter, though written bvm 
the flame p(dnt of view, is an independent treatment of the question. 
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the community.” It is instructive to put alongside of this the 
parallel passage in two Southern Constitutions formed ahoiit 
the same time. In the Mississippi Deolaration of Rights of 
1817 and in the Alahama Deolaration of 1819, it is declared 
“ that all freemen, when they form a social compact, are equal 
in rights,” etc. — a significant amendment of the phraseology 
that was common at the time of the War of Independence. 

Now, what is meant hy the natural equality of men? The 
meaning may be only this : that distinctions in rank, in wealth, 
in political and social status, etc., are due entirely to social 
arrangements, and apart firom society would not exist. This 
is a principle which may be accepted, not perhaps as self* 
evident, but as a consequence of a process of abstraction, by 
which wo eliminate all that history and experience prove to be 
due to human institution, deliberate or unconscious. this 
sense the natural equality of mankind means the same sort of 
thing as the freedom of mankind by the jua ncsturale which 
tjijian recognises. ^ In this sense the equality of mankind is 
accepted equally by Hobbes and Locke. Hobbes, indeed, goes 
farthee?-than tins, and makes the natural equality of men mean, 
not merely the absence of those inequalities wMoh are due to 
institutions and conventions, but an approximate positive 
equality in faculties of mind and body. ‘\Nature,” he says 
(JLeoiathan, ch. xiii.), hath made men so equal in the faculties 
of body and mind, as that, though there be found one man 
sometimes manifestly stronger in body, or of quicker mind 
than another, yet when aU is reckoned together the difference 
between man and man is not so considerable, as that one man 
can thereupon claim to himself any benefit to which another 
may not pretend as weU as ho.^ For as to the strength of body, 
the weakest has strength enough to kill the strongest, either 
by secret machination, or by oonfedaracy with others that 
are in the sam.e danger with himself. [The need of secret 
machination and of confederacy with others is an odd reason 
to give for equality !] And as to the faculties of mind . . . 
I find a yet greater equality amongst men ihan that of 
strength. For Prudence is but Experience, which equal time 
equally bestows on all men in those things they equally apply 
themselves unto. That which may, perhaps, make such 
equality incredible, is but a vain conceit of one’s own wisdom, 
which ledmost all men think they have iq a greater degree 
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than the Tolgar ; that is, than sll men but themselves, and a 
few others, whom, by fame or for concurring with themselves, 
they approve.” Hobbes seems to adopt an unnecessarily wide 
premise for taking down the pride of those who think them- 
selves superior persons. Locke, who cites “the judicious 
Hooker” in support of the self-evident character of the equality 
of men by nature,^ does not venture to assert the actual positive 
equality of men in the same way as Hobbes does. Children, 
he confesses, are not born in this full state of equality, though 
they are bom to it,® a distinction which implies a recognition, 
however slight, of difference between nature as the original 
condition, and nature as an ideal of what ought to be. And 
in speaking of the “ State of Nature,” he argues that the state 
is one of equality, “there being nothing more evident than 
that creatures of the same species and rank, promiscuously 
born to all the same advantages of Nature and the use of the 
same faculties, should also be equal one amongst another,, 
without subordination or subjection, ui^ess the Lord -Sind 
Master of them aU should, by any manifest declarStion of His 
will, set one above another, and confer on him, by an-wident 
and clear appointment, an undoubted right to dominion and 
sovereignty ” * — a passage which suggests that it cannot be self- 
evident that the Creator has made all men equal, if the Creator 
could, without contradicting Himself, make some superior : the 
pomtive Divine law is usually supposed to be hmited by the 
law of nature. Locke makes equality consist in the being 
bom to the same advantages of Nature, as if it were not 
self-evident that all were bom with the same advantages. 
Furthermore, he limits equality to those of “ the same species 
and rank.” But what determines sameness of ranh (it must 
be natural rank, of course) ? and what if it were held that 
different human races were naturally different in rank ? 

The natural equality of aU mankind in the sense of a 
positive equality of inherited bodily and mental powers 
(acquired powers beiag obviously due to institutions) is not so 
likely to be dogmatically asserted now-a-days as it was in the 
days when biology did not exist as a science, and when it was 
siU possible for the inhabitants of civilised countries to idealise 
the noble savage. I«t it be admitted as fully as possible that 

‘ Treatiie of Civil Government, 11. § 6. 

•7W.,§4. 
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the nabarctl gulf whioL, separates the lowest savage from the 
highest extant ape is greater than that which separates the 
lowest savage from the highest civilised race ; that is to say, 
let it he admitted that the brain of the savage differs more 
from the brain of the ape than it does from the brain of the 
civilised man, while the actual mental furniture of the savage 
is nearer to that of the ape than to that of the civilised man, 
this proves indeed the enormous extent to which inequalities 
are due to differences in training and in social environment — 
i,e. to human institutions ; but no careful or thoughtful person 
can now-a-days deny the very great differences in mental and 
moral capacities, even among persons of the same race, nay, 
even of the same family, and with equal opportunities of cul- 
tivating their natural powers. Differences in bodily health, 
strength, etc. (prior to training), are too obvious to need remark; 
some persons inherit better conafitutions and more capacity for 
physical (Jevelopment than othera. It is perfectly unscientific, 
afid, therefore, perfectly useless, now-a-days to discuss the 
political afrd social aspects of equality, except on the basis of 
admitting the great natural mcquahties among human beings. 
But suppose these admitted ; it does not follow that in respect 
of legal and political rights persons who may be naturally un- 
equal ought m no case to be treated as legally and poEtically 
equal. In the first place, natural inequalities, especially mental 
and moral inequalities, are not always easy to discover ; they 
take time to show themselves. Even Aristotle, while basing 
his defence of slavery on the natural inequahties of human 
bemgs, admits that it is not always easy to tell who is by 
nature a slave, and who is by nature fit for freedom, and con- 
tents himself with the rough practical rule that the Q-reek 
race is superior to barbarians, and that therelore Greeks 
ought not to be enslaved.*^ Thus law^ and institutions may 
often treat unequals as equals, simply because of the difficulty 
of deciding degrees of inequality by any sufficiently certain 
standard. Secondly, because Nature has made human beings 


unequal, it does not follow that human laws and institution^ 
should attempt to follow Nature in this matter, even if it 
were possible to do so. It may often be considered best to en- 
deavour to remedy the inequalities which Nature has inflicted 


on her children. “ It is precisely,” says Eousseau, “ because 


‘ Pol., I. 4r-6. 
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the force of oiroumstanoea tends always to destroy equality, 
that the force of legislation onght always to tend to maintain 
it.”^ There are, of conrse, obvious limits to the extent to 
which this ought to be done ; e.gi. it would not be safe to make 
every citizen in turn commander of the navy or the army on 
grounds of equality. Even in Athens, where the lot was used 
in order to secure a rotation of official experience among the 
citizens (the dominant caste of free men — be it understood), 
the principle was not applied in electing generals. How far 
equality should practically be applied in determining the nghts 
of citizens is a matter that cannot be decided a prion by any 
reference to Nature, but must be settled in every case by some 
compromise, based on a consideration of what is safe, when 
the mamtenance of security against external enemies and the 
avoidance of discontent at home are both considered. The 
existence of the ideal of equality in the minds of a people is, 
of course, on important factor in determining what can be 
done, what ought to be done, and what is likely to be done.'*'* 

This ideal of equality is an inheritance from the inequalities 
of ancient societies ; it is the idea of a peerage— an cffder or 
caste of nobles who recognise each other as in some respects 
and for some purposes equals, while asserting their superiority 
to the rest of the nation or the rest of the human race.^ The 
idea of equality has grown out of the idea of privilege ; the 
same is the case with the idea of freedom. Both ideas are the 
outgrowth of aristocratic and slave-holding communities. It 
was in contrast with the subject and the slave that men first 
felt themselves equal and free. The ancient democracies were 
slave-holding aristocracies; but the ideas of hberty and equality 
once started go farther. Even in the modern democratic ideal, 
there is no doubt that the equality of mankind is connected 
with the superioiity of man as such to all the lower animals. 
Those who would assert the equality of all sentient beiugs 
would put an end to the equality of mankmd as such. Eor 
it is the recognition that there is something in man which 
distinguishes him as such from aU other animals that alone 
jtatifies one in speaking of the equality of men as men. 

* OonjSr, Sac,, IL c, yi. 

* Ct; fi, tCwfe, Les Lois ate Vlmitation, p. 267 : “ lie veritable travail 
pr^pmtoire da I’dgaUtarisnie aotuel a dtd ax4cut4 dans le passS par la 
UflMieaa at non par la ‘bcforgewBie}'’ and Ideas spread downwards. 
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Wlien Bentham uttered bis dictum, “ Everybody to count 
for one, nobody for more than one," ' and assumed it as a 
principle by which to interpret his formula of Q-reatest Happi- 
ness as the ethical end, he uttered a dictum which has been 
extremely serviceable in aiding legislative reform by putting 
a check on arbitrary appeals to the law of Nature ; but it is 
a dictum which itself involves the assumption of that natural 
fight of equality, against which he himself protests.® We 
are not entitled to assume the equal claims of all men to 
happiness if our ethical principle is based solely on the fact 
that all sentient beings naturally pursue pleasure. If the 
greater sum of pleasures be always to be preferred, and be our 
sole ultimate criterion of right and wrong, it is quite illegiti- 
mate to prefer a smallei sum of pleasures distributed among 
a larger number of persons to a larger sum of pleasures though 
shared among a smaUer numbdf of persons. For the purpose 
of this moral arithmetic we must, of course, assume that pains 
may be simply reckoned as a set-ofT against pleasures, so that 
m units o? pleasure Vould be exactly cancelled by m units of 
pain. -^We must also assume that our hodometer (a desirable 
instrument that' no Greatest Happiness moralist has yet 
invented) will enable us to measure intensity against dura- 
tion. We mud make these assumptions, strange or r^cnlous 
as they may seem, if the hedonist ethical standard is to be 
saved from the caprice of every individual, and to be put on 
an objective and “scientific” basis by the introduction of 
quantitative measurement. 

J. S. Mill, although he quotes the dictum about everybody 
and nobody to which I have just referred, denies the quite 
sound criticism of Mr. H, Spencer, that “ the principle of utility 
[in Bentham’s sense] presupposes the anterior principle, that 
everybody has an equal right to happiness.” According to 
Mill, Bentham’s principle only supposes “ that equal amounts 
of happiness are equally desirable, whether fdt by Sie same or 
by d^erent j^ersonSy’ and, he ^ds, “ it there is any anterior 
principle implied, it can be no other than this, that the truths 
of arithmetlo are applicable to the valuation of happiness, as of 

* Quoted by J. S. Mill, niiUtariemism, p. 93. This maxim seams to 
belong to the unwritten dootiins of the Utilitarian master. Cf. Bonar, 
PhMosophy nnd FoliticcO, Economy, p. 234, noie. 

* AnarcMccd EcXlades, in Worlat, II. pp. 49S, 499. 
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all other measurahle quantities.”* If this he so, there must be 
many oases -where Bentham’s dictum about equality of persons 
cannot possibly apply. Suppose that some one presents a dish 
of olives to five persons, of -whom two are passionately fond of 
olives, while three detest them, the greatest happiness of the 
conapany will obviously be attained by dividing the olives 
among the two who like them, and giving none to the others. 
Suppose that there are only two oonoert tickets available for 
five persons, and the two who enjoy music most get hold of 
them and deprive their less musical friends of what to them 
would be a very inferior pleasure, or even a positive pain, is not 
this the plan which produoes the greatest sum of happiness, 
although equality is quite neglected ? How, suppose that in 
a political community there is a small, but able and powerful 
and wealthy and well-armed ruling caste, with a subject 
population of greatly inferiof intellectual type, placid, ac- 
quiescent and careless of liberty and equality, so long as they 
are sufficiently well-fed, and not treated with positive cruelty, 
will not the greatest sum of happiness be attaiilfed by the 
inling caste keeping to themselves the pleasures and excite- 
ments of a splendid life of political activity and inteUeotnal 
and fflsthetic enjoyment, unfettered by the drudgery of manual 
toil, and subsisting on the labour of their slaves and depend- 
ants? To introduce equality into such a community means a 
curtailment of the pleasures of the higher oaste with no com- 
mensurate increase of the pleasures of the lower, who will 
undoubtedly be made more discontented, and therefore more 
miserable, by having new ideals of life put before their minds, 
and new wants created. The ideal of a modem demooraoy is 
an ideal far more difficult of attainment than the ideal of what 
the Greeks understood by demooraoy; and for that very rea- 
son it seems true, that the Greatest Happiness moralist ought, 
if he is consistent, to prefer the Greek ideal wherever and so 
loi^ as it is possible. "We know that Bentham and John 
Stuart Mill would not prefer it ; but that is just because the 
one introduces a principle of equality, and the other a dis- 
tinction of qualities of pleasure — criteria of right and wrong 
which are fatal to the purely quantitative and objective 
weighing of lots of pleasure against one another— the arith- 
metical method by which it was proposed to bring ethics under 
* TMita/navim^ p. 93, w)te. 
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the exact sciences. TTndonbtedly there are many cases in which 
a Benthamite might quite consistently come to the practical 
conAumn that it is best to treat people as equal ; he may 
do so simply because the problem of adjusting things to 
persons in such a way as to promote the really greatest sum 
of happmess is too difficult of solution ; and so, giving up the 
problem, he may settle the matter by bestowing equal shares 
on persons with admittedly unequal capacities of enjoyment— 
that is the same sort of thing as setthng a difficulty by 
“tossing up,” which is, of course, not to decide rationsilly, but to 
leave the decision to chance. Further, if the ideal of equality 
(however absurd such an ideal might seem to a thoroughly 
scientific quantitative hedonist with a well-constructed 
hedometer) has once got possessioi^ of a large number of 
persons, it may be dangerous to attempt anything but such a 
rough-and-ready way of solving ethical and political problems; 
and the pains of discontent may, to some extent, be allayed 
(though probably new pains of discontent will be created) by 
professing to reckon everybody as one, and nobody as more 
than we. But in all suoh cases equality must be adopted as 
a conclusion from considerations of what is socially expedient, 
and not taken for granted as a premise.^ 

With regard to equality, an ethical system which starts 
from the fact of man’s rationality is on a somewhat different 
footing from a system which starts from the fact of man’s 
sentience. Man’s rationality is what separates him from the 
lower animals, and connects him with his fellow-men. His 
sentience connects him with all other animals, but, as such, 
gives him no special link (apart from his rationality) with his 
feUow-men. It is not necessary to the assertion that man is 
rational to assume that the gap between him and the animals 
is absolute : it is enough to recognise that the barrier of cfm- 
munication and interchange of ideas is less between any 
human beings, however far separated in degree of civilisation, 
than between mam and the lower animals. We must not be 
misled by such facts as the amount of sympathy a man feels 
with his dog. The dog, as I have already pointed out, is an 

* In the foregoing passage, and some of what foUows, I have found 
myself nnahle to avoid some repetition of what has already heen said in 
Chapter Y. (pp, 95, 96). To repeat has seemed to me in this case a less eyil 
than merely to refer the reader to what was said in a different context. 
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artificial animaJ — a parasite that man, by artificial selection 
tbrougb long generations, has adapted to his own convenience 
or fancies. Even the most fanatical dog-lover, in his saner 
moments, will admit that he conld carry on a more elaborate, 
even if a less agreeable, conversation with a negro than with a 
creature that can only bark and whine and wag its tail. In all 
human beings we recognise, not merely the participation in the 
same general physical structure as in ourselves, and conse- 
quently in the same general life-history, but we recognise also 
a participation in the same idea of self — a power of refieoting 
on one’s place in the universe which, however little developed, 
is there in germ in every human being. What kind of con- 
sciousness the lower animals have we can only guess, and we 
can never verify our hypothesis in any direct manner. Our 
belief in the consciousness of other human beings, and in the 
likeness of their consciousness to ours, is a hypothesis also ; but 
it is a hypothesis that we can verify by comparing our mental 
experience with theirs. Thus human bemgs are not only 
linked together as members of the same animal spe&ies, but as 
the sharers in the same type of mental life, and therefore 
potentially in the same ideals of conduct. We find that each of 
us — each human being — is a centre of a universe of his own, 
from which, in one sense, each of us can never escape. 

When Kant enunciates the moral law in the form that “ we 
should so act as to treat humanity in ourselves and others in 
"eyery case as an end, never as a means only,” he asserts a 
oert^ equality of aU men; but he does so with better logical 
justification than Bentham, for he starts from the rationality 
and not from the sentience of human nature. Kant’s ethical 
thinking is, indeed, pervaded by the individualism which lies 
at the basis of the whole theory of natural rights, and I think 
it must be admitted that in this formula he is guilty of a one- 
sided exaggeration in his way ofr expressing the idea of 
humanity as an end-in-itself. That “ we should vm&r treat any 
human being as a means only ” cannot be a part of the moral 
law, unless the moral law is by its very nature incapable of 
being obeyed — so that we should have to say, “I ought, there- 
fore I cannot.” Is it necessarily wrong to ohmb up on another 
person’s shoulder for a lawful purpose, when there is no ladder 
at hand, or to employ a human modd instead of a lay-figure, 
ca; iso a policeman to show one the way ? It is a curious 
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comment on Kant’s language about humanity being always an 
end, that in his Philosophy of Law he allows the rightness* of 
impressing men for military service.* Interpreted in a rigid 
way, the idea of never using a human being as a means is 
unworkable. What Kant really intends is, that no human 
i being should be regarded as being altogether only a means ; 

’ that every human being, however much he may serve as a 
means for the satisfaction of the needs of others, has still a life 
of his own that ought to be respected. A human being may 
be a “living tool,” as Aristotle defines the slave, but in a well- 
regulated society no one should be a “ living tool ” only. Kant, 
that is to say, has a social ideal which excludes such institu- 
tions as slavery ; but the fact that he is judging conduct from 
the point of view of such a society only comes dimly to the 
front, when, e.g., he speaks of human beings as being members 
of “ a kingdom of ends.” ' 

ij The “ equality ” of human beings as such, which alone is 
•necessarily implied in an idealist system of ethics, would be 

* Eec/itsfldire, § B6 (Werke, IX, pp. 197, 198, ed. Bosenkranz ; Vn. 
p. ICS., ed. Hartenstein). Mr. Bonar, in his Philosophy and PoliUced 
Economy, p. 273, curiously misrepresents Kant’s own view in saying 
simply, “ The tight of the State to impress soldiers is deduced from its 
ereation of them." What Kant really says is, that the right of the State 
to compel its subjects to fight for it appears to be easily deducible from 
the principle that whal one has substantially made for one’s self is 
one’s own property, and that one may do what one will with one’s own 
property. B'ow population could not grow up without the protection of 
government; therefore, etc. Such, a principle may he accepted by the 
mere jurist, “ and may be supposed to float dimly before the mind of 
monarohs ; hut, though applioable to animals, it will not apply to man at 
aU, espeoially when he is viewed as a citizen, who mnst he regarded as a 
member of the State with a share in legislation— not merely as a means, 
but at the same time as also an end-iti^himsel/. As such, he must give 
his free consent, through his representaMves, not only to the carrying 
on of war in general, hut to every separate deolaxaflon of war; and it 
is only under this limiting condition that the State has a right to require 
of him such dangerous services. We must, therefore, perhaps deduce 
this right from the duty of the sovereign to the people, not conversely 
[from the duty of the people to the sovereign, as on the theory flret 
suggested]. The people having the right of voting maybe considered, 
though passive, to be also active and to represent the Sovereign himself.” 
The passage is not very lucid ; hut it avoids the exaggeration of Mr. 
Bonar’s interpretation, as well as of a too liberal application of the " eud- 
in-himself ” notion. The necessity of the ” consent ” of the people to 
every deolaraflicin of war would, however, if strictly taken (which Kant 
does not seem to mean), prove an unworkable principle. 
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more correctly expressed as their potential memlborsliip of a 
common society. It is only in so far as we can think of 
humanity as a possible society that we can regard human 
beings as equal moral units. They are persons potentially, be- 
cause they are potentially members of a society. As a matter 
of historical development, it is only in smaller societies that 
the idea of moral personality has grown up. The idea of 
humanity as a possible society has been of gradual growth, 
and therefore also the idea of every human being as a person 
— the idea, as it is sometimes phrased, of “ the infinite worth 
of every human soul.” The idea of om Grod, as the God of all 
races of mankind, is an essential element in this conception. 

Such metaphysical notions may seem far away from practical 
politics, but it is only in the light of them that we can put any 
tenable meaning into the political dogma, or, let me rather say, 
the political ideal of equality. *^The historical connection be- 
tween religious and political ideas is easily seen, and it is 
usually through religion that metaphysical ideas first grow up 
or become popularised. When a religion ceases TiO be the 
affair of a particular race or a particular nation, we hafb the 
first step in the proclamation of the right of equality. When 
it is declared that God is no respecter of persons, but accepts 
all, irrespective of race, sex, or outward condition, we are still 
a long way from the democratic formula; but the most 
formidable barriers of caste, the religious barriers, have been 
broken down. The hierarchical Church of the Middle Ages 
may indeed seem far removed, not merely in its actual con- 
dition but in its ideals, from the doctrine of equality. But in 
its priesthood, which was no hereditary caste, but recruited 
from all classes, even the lowest, it suggested the idea of “ a 
career open to talent” at a time when the whole structure of 
secular society suggested rather a rigid system of oaste.^ 
When Protestantism, especially in its extremer forms, revolted 
against the monarohioal and axistooratio character of the 
Medissval Church, tiie way was prepared for the revolutionary 
doctrine of equality, 

* SelaMv^Vto lay Society the derioal order was a separate, and, in a 
sease, a snperioi caste— a spititoal aristocracy. IThe idea of equality— 
in idle negative sense of an absence of p^mauent harriers, even to the 
highest of^Sr-spread down from this spiritual aristocracy to the lay 
commuaiiy. (Cf. above, p. 248^ 2.) Brotestantisni tended to xecog- 

sdsa idi,e i^cteAtiat priesthood of all men, and their potential kingship also. 
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V Equality before the law ” is the first and most essential 
kind of equality. And fftis equality is transiarred from the 
Declaration of 1789 even into the Constitutional Charter of the 
restored Bourbons, of which the first article runs : Frenchmen 
are equal before the law, whatever otherwise their titles and 
ranks may be. 7 The significance of this equality is to be 
found by considering that it means the abolition of the special 
privileges and immunities of the clergy and the nobility 
— ^it means an increasing unification and integration in the 
national life, the disappearance of various quasi-States before 
the one State. As with the idea of equality in ethics and in 
religion, equality before the law means the membership of a 
great whole. J 

^Equality in political rights — ^in the suffrage and in eligibility 
to office — ^is a different matter. Many champions of the idea of 
natural rights do not assert the inatural right of every one to 
have a vote. The suffrage, by all thoughtful persons at least, 
is regarded as a means to the working of the constitution; and 
the right of voting is obviously a right created by the law 
(whether special constitutional law or ordinary law), and 
cannot intelligibly be represented as a right prior to and in- 
dependent of law. A constitution may be thought of as 
existing in order that individuals may have security and 
liberty ; hut cannot logically be regarded as existing in order 
that certain persons may have votes. On whom the suffrage 
should be conferred is a matter not to be settled but 

by reference to the particular circumstances of the country. 
In this, as before, we have to consider what is safe, regard 
being had both to external and internal dangers — ^the latter 
including the discontent that is apt to arise ffom the refusal 
of political rights that are enjoyed by others. 

A high property qualification, or, at least, some property 
qualification, is often urged as a necessary safeguard against 
the political instability that is likely to follow from poHtioal 
power passing into the hands of the more ignorant or the 
more reckless part of the population. The revolutionary 
Ireton,^ who appealed to the Law of Nature and of Nations 
in justification of the right of resistaptse, thought it unwise 
to give votes except to persons owning land;® but then 

^ OS- Chap. L, p. 10. 

* Mr. Mrth (CZarfta Pajiera, p,lzx.)oompaTea Ireton’s attitude to the 
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Ireton objeoLed to the theory that a man had by “ birthright ” 
any olaim to a voice in the government of his country. To 
him the claim of an equal right in all men to a vote seemed no 
more reasonable than “ an equal right in any goods he sees, 
meat, drink, clothes, to take and use lor his sustenance.” 
When, indeed, it is urged that representation should go along 
with taxation, it is reasonable that no one should have a vote 
who does not pay some taxes. In our local government a rate- 
paying qualification is considered a reasonable limit. 

But to make the voting power of different classes depend on 
a ratio to the amount of direct taxes which they pay — as is 
done in the Prussian “Three-Class System” — ^is open to the 
objection that it conspicuously confers political privileges on the 
wealthy, os aueJi: it is thus a provocation of discontent. 
Elaborate systems of “ proportional representation ” are open 
to a similar objection ; they seem difficult to understand to the 
ordinary person, and suggest an element of trickery, which 
seems absent from an apparently simple phrase such as “ one 
man one vote.” To introduce a property qualification where 
there has been “ universal suffrage,” or to raise the property 
qualification to one higher than before, are likewise dangerous 
devices, because they would certainly create a sense of injustice. 
On the other hand, the ahoHtion of any provision for illiterate 
voters, or the introduction of an educational test — after com- 
pulsory and gratuitous education has been in operation for some 
time — seems unobjectionable. To require “every voter to be 
able to write his name, and to read any section of the Con- 
stitution in the English language ” — a proposition which has 
been carried by popular vote in the State of California ^ — seems 
a wise and reasonable method of checking the negro and foreign 

proposals o£ the LevellerB of 1647 (see pp. 807, 808), with that of Lord 
J^axfield to the Befotmers of 1794. The latter, in his charge to the jury 
in the trial, of Thomas Muir, said: “ A government in every country 
should to just like a corporation, and in this country it is made up of 
the landed interest, which alone has a right to be represented. As for the 
rabble, who have nothing hut personal property, what hold has the nation 
of them? They may pack up their property on their hacks and leave 
the country in the twmkling of an eye, but landed property cannot he 
removed," ^ 

‘ Oh«holzer, The BeferenAim in America (Philadelphia, 1893), p, 18. 
This provieimi appeared in the Massaohusetts Constitution of 1887, with 
the qualification that it waif not to apply to voters already mi the register, 
tato to petaoBs otto 60 yeajm of age. 
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TOte, If witi, free eduoation citizens do not qualify themselves 
for a vote by learning a little of the language in which the 
government of the country is carried on, it is their own fault, 
and it might be possible even to require more than “ reading a 
section of the Constitution” from those who are called upon to 
have a voice even indirectly in the government of their country, 
without creating discontent, except among a portion of the 
population who would be least likely to find supporters else- 
where, save, indeed, from motives of faction. The partisan 
use which can always, unfortunately, be made of the grievance 
of an excluded class, is indeed one argument for universal 
snfirage. 

When the suffrage is claimed for some hitherto excluded 
class — e.j(. for women — f&v too little is usvrally made of the 
argument that the exercise of political rights has an educa- 
tional value : there is too much appeal to the ambiguous claim 
of “ rights,” and too little is said about the exercise of such 
rights as the State bestows being the imposition of a public 
duty on the individ!ual citizen. To accentuate this aspect of 
the suffrage, it would be very reasonable to impose a fine on 
any elector who did not vote at an election, except for suoh 
reasons as would bo held to excuse a person liable to serve on 
a jury absenting himself when summoned. Of course the 
voter, coming to the poll under penalties, could not be pre- 
vented from leaving his baUot-paper empty, or from filling it 
up with opprobrious language ; but, even so, it would be very 
important for the political statmtioian to find out what pro- 
portion of the electors were unable to make up their minds, or 
really despised and disliked their political rights. 

Compulsory voting is not unknown in the history of 
English-speaking communities. In the colony of Virginia, 
it was enacted in 1646 that aU freemen absent from an eleo- 
tion without lawful cause should be fined one hundred pounds 
of tobacco. “ After 1662 the amount of the penalty was in- 
creased to two hundred pounds of the same staple. The law 
of compulsory voting was re-enaoted in 1705, and again in 
1763.”^ In the colony of Plymouth voting was also made 
compulsory as early as 1636. The argupients for compulsory 
voting become especially strong where the electors have the 

* Oorilandt S’. Bishop, Riatory ofRleoHone m the American Colonies 
(Coltmibi& OoUege StoiJias, Vol. III., No. 1), New York, 1893, p. 191. 
^here is oompTusoty voting m the new Belgian Gonstitation (XieoW, 
Demooraey ma Liberty, 1, 223) snd in iSnnob for the referendnin (Bowell). 
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right and duty of voting directly on laws or on constitutional 
amendments. Compulsion would be the beat security against 
the excessive preponderance of cliques, and against the very 
fluctuating interest most people are apt to take in politics, and 
would have the permanent merit of bringing before every 
citizen his political responsibilities. 

The claim of equality, in its widest sense, means the demand 
for equal opportunity — the carrfe’e ouverte aux talents. The 
result of such equality of opportunity will clearly be the very 
reverse of equality of social condition, if the law allows the 
transmission of property from parent to child, or even the 
accumulation of wealth by individuals. And thus, as has 
often been pointed out, the effect of the nearly complete 
triumph of the principles of 1789 — the abohtion of legal re- 
strictions on free competition — ^has been to accentuate the 
difference between wealth and poverty. Equality in political 
rights, along with great inequalities in social condition, has 
laid bare “ the social question ” ; which is no longer concealed, 
as it formerly was, behind the struggle for' equality before the 
law and for equality in political rights. As in thc^oase of 
Hberiy, our attention is called to the difference between 
“ formal ” or ** negative ” and “ real ” or “ positive ” equality. 
The abolition of legal restncrions on free competition allows 
the natural inequahties of human beings, in vigour of body 
and mind, to assert themselves. Even under a socialistic 
r4gime, which fell short of a complete communism penetrating 
to every detail of every individual’s life, there would be in- 
equalities of condition which, though they might seem slight 
when looked at from the standpoint of all civilised societies 
with which we are familiar, might prove extremely galling to 
persons who were strongly possessed with the passion of level- 
ling. That a society shoifld have attained such stability of 
economic conditions, and should be permeated by such a spirit 
of discipline and of zeal for the common good that it was able 
to provide work and comfortable subsistence for all its mem- 
bers who were fit to work, with comfortable subsistence also 
for aD. those physically unfit to work, and severe penalties, 
rigidly carried out, for the idle and rebellious— such a society 
may seem a sarisfaotory ideal to those who seek a remedy for 
the most pressing of present discontents, and who believa that 
the orderly and sympathetic instincts of mankind are capable 
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of development; but it would prove unsatisfactory alike to tke 
enthusiast for individual liberty and to the dogmatic believer 
in absolute equality. 

Most of the advocates of the natural rights of liberty and 
equality have not proposed to interfere legally with the insti- 
tution of the family; some of them, indeed, have protested 
against legislation which has diminished the customary rights 
of parents over their children. But no real or positive equality 
in social conditions can be secured so long as individuals are 
looked at in any respect as members of families, and not in 
every respect as members of the State alone. Suppose two 
workmen receive equal wages, but the one has no children 
and the other has six, all too young to earn anything, where 
is the equality in the social condition of the individuals sup- 
ported out of these equal wages ? Even under the system of 
a compulsory minimum of education, has the child of incapable 
or vicious parents — quite apart from his hereditary disadvan- 
tages — an equal opportunity given him, in any true sense, with 
the child wha has grown up in a careful and regular house- 
hold ? Bor a great many purposes still, in spite of individual- 
istic sentiment and sooialistio legislation, the unit of society is 
the family and not the individual. And we cannot think out 
any social problem fairly without taking that fact into account. 
Society is not yet at least, and possibly never wdl be, so 
atomist as professed iadividualists and most of those who call 
themselves Socialists imagine it to be. Even supposing very 
great changes to take place in the character of the family 
— changes of which the diminished control of husbands over 
wives, of parents over obildren, may be taken as specimens— 
the physical conditions of infancy and maternity wiU always 
throw some difficulty in the way of the State regarding every 
human being simply as an individual. The patriarchal family, 
in its literal sense, as the family in which the father rules over 
his wife or wives and children— and possibly over household 
slaves also— is the social unit, which, however late it may 
come (according to some theories) in the social evolution of 
the human race, is the chief bond, of cohesion that we find 
within the historical period, in all those peoples that have 
developed a high civilisation. The growth the power of 
the State has everywhere tended to diminish the power of the 
house-father over Ms subjects, and has made possible the social 
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existence of individuals owning no allegiance to any household 
‘monarch. But the individualism, which asserts itself in the 
reaction against the old social system, seems to be too chaotic 
for humanity to rest in it ; and the State can only secure the 
real well-being— I may add, the real liberty and equality (so far 
as these are socially useful ends) — of its citizens, by taking over 
the functions of which it deprives the family and performing 
them in a higher and better way. Is any State that yet exists 
anywhere prepared to do that, or fit to attempt it? Yet all 
modern States are consciously or unconsciously moving in that 
direction. 

The modern assertion of the equality of the sexes brings the 
special difilculties of the problem more prominently before us 
than anything else. The demand of women for equal political 
rights with men is orfly a small part of the problem. It may 
he noted, by the way, that £his demand, though it had been 
put forward by isolated thinkers, such as Thomas Paine, Oon- 
dorcet, and Mary 'Wollstoneorait, who applied the idea of 
natural rights a little more logically than most'of their con- 
temporaries, did not become prominent in practical p'‘litio8 till 
after the American civil war had put an end to the disabilities 
of the blacks— in constitutional theory at least. The feeling 
of racial superiority to the negro-voter was certainly an im- 
portant factor in suggesting the absurdity of enfranchising 
any black man while excluding every white woman. Simi- 
larly, in this country, the enfranchisement of the agricultural 
labourer has undoubtedly made the anomaly of the unen- 
franchised woman taxpayer of the upper and middle classes 
more conspicuous. Though the idea of female suffrage once 
started may be mors readily taken up among the women of 
the poorer classes, the idea originated only among the men 
and women of the middle classes.^ New ideas almost always 
begin among the class that at the time is dominant, and work 
downwards. As already said, the idea of equality seems pri- 

* It is sometimes urged— as with other rights that are claimed— that 
the right of women to the eu&'age once existed, but has been put an end 
to by the selfi^ness of men. Mr. OstrogorsM has shown that where 
women in feudal times, ae.in Austria still, had an indirect right of voting, 
the vote was really attached to property and not to persons. The first 
effect of the modern demooratio idea of the suffirage as a right belonging 
to i^raons has been to abolish this apparent voting power of women. 
ISdehis t>f Wbrnert. 
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marily to be the outgrowth of an aristocratic sentiment ; it is 
aristocracy passing over by a logical process to its own nega- 
tion. 

But the equality of the sexes implies much more than 
equality in political rights and duties. As the opponents of 
female suffrage and its more thoughtful advocates alike recog- 
nise, the franchise would be chiefly valuable as a symbol of social 
equality. The economic independence of women, even of those 
who have become wives and mothers, is what the more logical 
advocates of the equality of the sexes see to be necessary for 
the real social equality of the woman with the man. This 
leads many of them to object to all legislative interference 
with the work of women. And yet, as things are, it is only 
too clear that the competition of women in the labour-market 
with men and with one another lowers the wages of men, so 
that, as Mr. Charles Booth has' shown, the oharaoteristic of a 
poorer class is the wage-earning of the women belonging to 
it.’' The work of married women away from home is, moreover, 
the source -of great injury to their children: their work in 
their homes is a principal cause of “ sweating.” But even if 
the wage-earning of married women were entirely abolished, 
in all old countries there are a vast number of unmarried 
women and widows who are compelled to work for a living ; 
and to them it is simple irony to say that women’s proper 
place is in the household, unless polygamy were made com- 
pulsory on all men having more than a certain income. 
Household industries, moreover, have disappeared, the word 
“spinster” has lost its meaning, and the male head of the 
household, in losing his ancient privileges, can no longer be 
expected to make himself responsible for all the Women of the 
family, when he is not able to marry them off by compulsion. 
The modern widow cannot so easily adopt the methods of 
Naomi and Huth 'without reproach. Trade-unions among 
women workers may help to raise some of them to a better 
economic level ; but a large number must always be excluded, 
and if married women who are mothers become to any great 
extent economically independent of their husbands, this can 
only lead to a general lowering of w»ges, diminution of com- 
fort, and decay of physique. Women who are mothers can, as 
a general rule, only attain economic independence by receiving 
* JAJ^ and Labour of tho Fooph (2nd edit,), Vol I. p. 60. 
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SLate'Support. But, as I have already pointed out,^ the State 
cannot safely undertake the legal responsibilities of the 
husband without having a choice in its wives. 

The Sooialistio ideal of the State must atUl be Plato’s ideal, 
ie, the State must be regarded as one family, in which all 
shall work according to their capacity and receive according to 
their needs — an ideal which requires a very high level of sym- 
pathy, but which has no connection with any abstract principle 
of equality. In saying this, I do not mean that the State need 
make any regulations about the relations of the sexes in viola- 
tion of the religious and moral sentiments of the community, 
The Platonic ideal may be impossible of realisation, but a very 
considerable legal limitation of the right of parentage would 
be quite compatible with the continued recognition of mono- 
gamy as a moral, though no longer as an economic, institution. 
It might even be argued that duly under such conditions would 
monogamy as a moral institution be fairly tried. In the 
absence of difficulties about property and about the proper 
maintenance of children, the attachment of women as well as 
of men to monogamy would be experimentally tested in A 
manner at present impossible. Whether any such very great 
economic change would not tend to alter many moral ideas 
may very well be asked. Of this, however, we may be certain, 
that no community can hold together for'any length of time 
unless its institutions and customs are in harmony with the 
moral sentiments of its members and the ideas of religious 
duty which they have come to hold. 

* Of. above, pp. 129-184. 



CHAPTER Xin 

THE mOHT OF PBOPBBTF 

t 1 

The confusions which perineate the theory of natural rights 
come out most conspicuously of all in the case of the right of 
property. “With regard to property there are three questions 
which should be carefully distinguished from one another : 
(1) tHow does the right of property originate!? \This is a 
purely historical question, and does siot directly and for its 
own sake concern us here. In discussing rights which are 
alleged to be natural, we are dealing with a different ques- 
tion, viz. — (2) 'What is the jusbiflcation of the right of 
property ?V But ^we cannot discuss that question fairly, 
unless™, we consider also the question-^(3) what does the 
right of property at any given time and place imply'? This 
question involves a whole series of different questions, such 
as : — What objects may be held as property ? How far does 
the right of property over these objects extend? Does the 
right of property imply only the right of using, or also the 
right of using up (Jm abutendi) ? Does it involve the right 
of destroying in the case of things that can be used with- 
out being destroyed, as well as in the case of things that perish 
in the using? Does it include the right of alienating? And 
does the right of alienation include the right of bequest ? And, 
if bequest, with or without limitation? Further, in what sense 
is there any right of individual property against the State? 

',In the discussion of such questions we should be compelled to 
consider the actual historical origin and development of pro- 
perty, public and private, in its different forms (i,e. our first 
question is really only a part of our third). Now, I cannot 
attempt to write a HsLory of property. That can only be 
satisfactorily dona by the combined labours of many anthropo- 
logists, historians and lawyers. I only wish to point out that 
‘Ithe right of property,” which has been said to be a natural 
right in many Declarations, is a very ambiguous phrasei, 
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People are too ready to dispute about tbe good or evil of 
property, or of “private property,” as if every one was 
agreed on. what it means. 

Xu the Constitution framed for the State of Kansas, and 
adopted by the pro-slavery party in 1857, the 7th article 
contains these words : “ The right of property is before and 
higher than any constitutional sanction [Locke’s theory, it 
will be noted, as distinct from Hobbes’s], and the right of the 
owner of a slave to such slave and its [sic] increase is the same 
and as inviolable as the right of the owner of any property 
whatever.”^ This seems to moat of us, probably, a very start- 
ling claim, but I cannot see that there is any greater a priori 
objection to it than to any other alleged natural right — so long 
as we simply appeal to “ Nature,” and do not consider social 
expediency. In the Bill of Rights which forms part of the 
constitution which was adopted by the anti-slavery party in 
Kansas, in 1868, it is declared that “ All men are by nature 
equally free and independent,” etc., and thqn that “ the right 
of all men to the control of their persons exists prior to law, 
and is inalienable.” 1 assume that the framers of this^hrase 
did not really mean that the right is so inalienable that a con- 
victed felon has a claim to the control of his own person ; but, 
like their opponents, they were only constructing a major 
premise from which to deduce a conclusion favourable to their 
side in the controversy about negro slavery, and were not very 
careful about its literal truth. 

Now, here is “ a very pretty quarrel ” among the believers 
in inalienable natural rights ; and it has needed a civil war to 
settle the dispute. Moat Americans think that in their declara- 
tions of natural rights they have a security against those 
socialistic interferences with liberty and property to which our 
carelessness on the question of natural rights and our unlimited 
sovereign legislature leave us exposed. But supposing that 
public opinion, and it is to be hoped without a civil w^r, were 
to be convinced that certain other forms of private property, 
besides property in human beings, were incompatible with the 
equal freedom and independence of all men, no amount of 
declarations of natural rights could har the way to a torrent of 
soodalistic legislation, nor could a multitude of constitutional 

* SMs datise is taken word ioc word from the K.entuoky Oonsidtuidoii 
ti and was Slall there in 1890. 
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checks do anything except render the conflict of old and new 
ideas more dangerous to the public peace. Sooner or later the 
constitutional lawyers would have to put a different interpreta- 
tion on the word “ property ” from that which their predeces- 
sors put upon it. A declaration of rights can never have more 
than a moral force, and may come to lose that. 

The French Declaration of Rights of 1791 (i.e. the Declara- 
tion framed in 1789) lays down that “ the right of property 
being inviolable and sacred, no one ought to be deprived of it, 
except in oases of evident public necessity, legally ascertained, 
and on conditions of previous just indemnity.” The Declara- 
tion of 1793 lays down that “ the right of property is that 
which belongs to every citizen to enjoy and to dispose at his 
will of his goods, his revenues, the fruit of his toil and 
industry.” This is the formula franfbd under Q-irondist influ- 
ence. In the Declaration put" forward by Robespierre and his 
followers in the Jacobin Club, the corresponding clause is 
worded in a man?i.er that would, I think, commend itself better 
to an English lawyer. “ Property is the right which every 
citizen has to enjoy and to dispose of that portion of his goods 
which is guaranteed to him by the law.” But even the G-iron- 
dist Declaration does not make the right of property absolute 
as against the State; for a subsequent clause recognises, in 
almost the same phrases as are used in the Declaration of 1791, 
the right of the State to take property from the individual, 
under conditions, “ No one can be deprived of the least por- 
tion of his property without his consent, unless when public 
necessity, legally ascertained, demands it, and under the con- 
dition of a previous just indemnity.” And the right of taxa- 
tion for purposes of general utility, and under popular control, 
is recognised in the following section. 

The fifth Amendment to the Constitution of the tTnited 
States of America declares that private property shall not be 
taken for public use “without just compensation.” None of these 
written constitutions define the term “ just.” None of them 
are so rash as to attempt to answer the question of Socrates : 
“What is Justice?” So that what is “just compensation” 
must ultimately depend on public opinion at the time when, 
the compensation comes to be given, as much as in Great 
Britain, where there is no written constitution, and where we 
have hitherto got on somehow without declaring our natural 
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rights. It may also be pointed out that “ legally ascertained ” 
or “ due process of law ” is a phrase to which different ages 
and countries would give a very different meaning. 

The attempts to base the right of property on the Law of 
Nature take two principal forms : in both of these we see the 
influence of that sense of “ nature ” in which the natural means 
what is least affected by human institutions. There is the 
theory which bases property on occupation, and there is the 
theory which bases it on labour , 

The theory which bases property on the occupation of what 
is previously unoccupied represents the &cts of the most 
primitive condition of human society. "We may go lower even 
than human society. When a cat catches a mouse, and there 
is no stronger or olevere? animal about to dispute possession, 
the mouse, in a very intelligible sense, becomes that cat’s 
property ; and of course the oat can make her title under the 
Law of Nature q[uite secure by depositing the mouse in the 
internal safe with which Nature has provided her. * Similarly, 
when a bird has taken an unoccupied site for her nest, w© may 
consider that the bird has at least a temporary right of property 
in that site. So it is with human beings in the hunting and 
fishing stage. As a matter of fact, whoever can catch may 
keep, unless a stronger deprives him of his prey. We may call 
that the Law of Nature if we like. Possession, as we say, is 
nine points of the law, and it is so even among the animals ; 
hecauae, unless food is scarce, as a rule it is less trouble to go 
and find for one’s self than to have the trouble and risk of fight- 
ing. Only a very pugnacious sparrow will fight for another 
sparrow’s crumb instead of looking out for an unoccupied 
crumb. 

But when reflective human beings wish to find a good 
reason for the right of the fimt occupier, they are not content 
to base it simply on force and on the convenience to the 
individual. They seek a social reason for it. And, obviously, 
unless the right of the first occupier had some good utilitarian 
justification, it would not in idie long run have been recognised 
by fiourisbing societies. « The first occupier, it is said— by 
liooke'- fiw instance — ^bas a,xight to keep and use, so long as 
ihexe is enough and as good left over for others^ This, it may 
^ iff OivU Goverrm&ni, IX ok. v. §§ 82, 83. 
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be noted, is the principle of “equal liberty” in that modified 
form in which “ similar ” is substituted for “ same,”^ But this 
is a justification of the right of the first occupier which must 
''perpetually diminish with the growth of population. The best 
land, not necessarily the most fertile, but the most conveni- 
ently situated, wifi, be first taken up, and the later comers as 
a rule have to content themselves with what is inferior. Yet, 
if they were to plead this law of nature — the law of equal 
rights — they might all claim to get equally good land ; and 
these natural rights would have to be decided by a vast amount 
of natural litigation, i.e. fighting. As a matter of fact, people 
take what they can get, and are content with the inferior, 
unless they are very pugnacious, in which case they act like 
the pugnacious sparrow aforementioned, but at a vastly greater 
risk, because they have not merely ether individuals against 
them, but individuals who arel'holding together in some sort of 
society.* If I go to borrow a book from a circulating library, 
and the most desirable books are out already, I do not, if 1 am 
a fairly reasonable person, make a row because according to 
the law of nature no one has a right to any books unless equally 
good books are left for all. I am content to abide by the rules 
of the library, whatever they may be. If I do not like them, I 
may try to get them altered. But the rights, in any case, are 
determined by a society, and do not exist prior to the society. 
Thus, so far as the right of the first occupier is stiU recognised 
as a basis for the valid holding of property, it is because the 
society in question recognises the rule as socially convenient, or 
at least has not yet come to feel it specially inconvenient. It 
is only “ natural,” either in the sense of being socially expedient, 
or in the sense of being a survival of the primitive prevalence 
of force, tempered by fear and by laziness. 

In the dealings of nations with one another we have clear 
survivals of this state of nature. International law recognises 
the right of the fiirst oooupier: that is to say, nations generally 

* Cf. atove, p. 143. 

* Cf. Prof. Suxley, MooluHon and Ethias (Bomanes Lecture), p. 10. 
“ Wolves could not hunt in packs except for the reel, though unexpressed, 
understanding that they should not attack one another during the chase. 
The most rudimentary polity is a pack of Aen living under the like tacit 
or expressed convention, and having nmde the very important advance 
upon wolf society, that they agree to use the force of the whole body 
against individuate who violate it, and in favour of those who ohserye it.” 



a68 


2'ir£ RIGHT OF PROPERTY [cii. xm 

acquiesce in the seizure of unoccupied territory by other 
nsCtious, because it is usually more convenient to seize for one’s 
self than to fight with other nations, unless a specially favour- 
able opportunity arises. It need hardly be said that unoccupied^ 
territory means practically, for this purpose, territory unoccupied 
by other civilised ox by other powerful nations, though the 
formal consent or the supposed benefit of the natives may be 
needed to satisfy the conqueror’s conscience.^ Reflection on 
what is beneficial to humanity as a whole gradually — ^very 
gradually — ^begins to mitigate the primitive law of nature, 
which, as I have said, is simply the law of force tempered 
by fear and by laziness. 

The theory which bases the right of property upon labour 
represents likewise what we find among animals and among 
savages. A pair of birds build a nest, and the nest then 
becomes the nest of these birds," The savage builds a hut for 
himself and his mate, and it becomes his hut until a stronger 
tribe comes and seizes or destroys it. He may be said to own 
the materials and the site by the right of first occupation, and 
the finished hut by the right of labour. Grotius, in criticising 
the Roman Jurist Paulus, who had already anticipated 
Locke’s theory and made labour a justification of property, 
points out that, since nothing can be made except out of pre- 
existing matter, acquisition by means of labour depends 
ultimately on possession by means of occupation.* So far as 
any suoh rights, whether based on labour or on occupation, are 
recognised in a more complicated society, this only means that 
the society recognises them as advantageous to itself, or has 
not yet come to feel them disadvantageous. In a complioated 
society there is no such thing as individual labour, unless 
a person were purposely to isolate himself and live like a 
savage ; and even then it would only be by the recognised law 
and custom of the society that he could maintain his isolation 


‘ The conversion of the Indians to Christianity was, no doubt quite 
sinoerely, alleB:ed os a justification of the Spanish conquests in America. 
The Puritans in New England, like the Dutch settlers at the Cape, were 
Bomeidiaes influenced hy the Soiiptural example of the utter destruoiaon 
of the Canaanites. Now-a-days, the consent of the native community or 
of their chiefs is geneially thought necessary to a good title in Intema- 
■Hoftal Iiaw. See Maine, Ziaw, pp, 71—76. 

* Qtotatts, DS Jure SelU et Pauls, JL iii. § 8. 
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unmolested. Mr. Edward Carpenter,^ in his polemic against 
civilisation, calls the policeman a “ parasite.” In a crowded 
country the policeman is only a part of the orderly organisation 
^whioh makes it possible for the peaceable citizen to abuse y 
civilisation at his ease. Locke, in propounding his theory of 
property, recognises fully that to the making of a loaf of bread 
in a civilised community there go an immense number of 
industries besides that of the baker; but he does not recognise, 
as he should have done, that those who keep the peace within 
the society, those who defend it from attack from without, and 
those who in any way advance the orderliness and the intelli- 
gence of the society and its power over nature, all contribute 
their share to the making even of a loaf of bread. So that 
when we come to consider fairly the question, “ Whoso is the 
loaf ? ” * not merely the miller, the ftirmer, the ironworker, the 
miner may put in their olaim«for a portion, but the magistrate, 
the policeman, the soldier, the man of science, the schoolmaster. 
All labour in a civilised society is social and not individual 
labour ; and thelefore no law of nature helps us to determine 
apriqri how the produce of labour ought to be distributed. 

To some persons, indeed, a great part of the highly paid work 
of the world, the work of the lawyer or the merchant, for in- 
stance, or the work of the general and of the officials of the War 
Office, may seem useless or even mischievous work, while the 
work of the “ labouring man ” seems honest in comparison. To 
this it need only be answered that the mere fact of work being 
manual does not make it socially beneficial. The enterprising 
capitalist who puts adulterated or deleterious goods in the 
market may be more morally blameworthy than the workmen 
he employs to execute his nefarious plot upon the community ; 
but it cannot be pretended that these workmen are conferring 
any benefit upon society. And, if they deserve credit simply 
because they are busy — ^no matter at what — the same plea 
must serve for many of those whom the “ labourer,” or the 
labourer’s advocate, calls “ parasites.” What industries should 
be permitted at all, and how the product of industry is to be 
divided among the community, must in all oases be determined 
by social arrangements which the State tolerates or brings into 
being ; and every society in the long run seeks to discover what 

* Civilisation — Its Came and its Cure, p. 16. 

* Not the loafer’s ! — ^unless society thinks it expedient to maintain him. 
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social arrangements are tlie best for its well-being as a whole. 
“Wie can only allow natural rights to be talked about in the 
sense in which natural rights mean those legal or customary 
rights which we have come to think or may come to think it^ 
most advantageous to recognise. Of course, in this question of 
what is advantageous, it is very important to consider how any 
change, if a change is considered desirable, can be brought 
about with the least amount of friction. Thus, if it has come 
to be thought that any particular form of private property is 
inexpedient, it would be disadvantageous to a society to take 
away that right of private property without what the com- 
munity at large would consider “ just compensation,” unless 
the community at large, and not merely some fanatioal section 
of it, came to consider that form of property so immoral, *.e. so 
socially inexpedient, that jt held “ just compensation ” to mean 
“ no compensation at all,” and the mere absence of a criminal 
prosecution to be the extreme of charity. But, as has been 
iterated throughout these pages, all such questions are best 
discussed without dragging in those vaguS and ^.rhetorical 
appeals to the Law of Hatnre. ^ 

As a final example of the ambiguities in these theories of 
natural rights, let me take the dispute between those two 
scholastic theologians, Mr. Henry George and Pope Leo XIII, 
Both of them adopt the theory which bases private property 
on labour, The Pope justifies private ownership of land on 
the same ground as Locke, that man has mixed his labour 
with it {Eneydical of May, 1891), and also on the ground 
that a man with his honestly-earned savings may buy land, ' 
To the latter argument Mr. George very pertinently replies 
that it would justify slavery, wherever savings had been 
invested in human flesh.^ To the former he might have 
answered that the legitimate occupation of the land is pre- 
supposed. Mr. George himself argues that the right of pro- 
perty, sme© it origmates in the right of the individual to him- 
self, “ attaches only to things produced by labour, but cannot 
attach to things created by God.” " Thus,” he continues, “if 
a man take a fish from the ocean he acquires a right of property 
in that fish, which exclusive right he may transfer by sale or 
gift. But he cannot obtain a similar right of property in the 
ocean, so that he may sell it or give if, or forbid otherq to use 

^ 25ie OonSition ctfLehWTi p. 8B, 
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it” Mr. George apparently thinks that man produces the fish 
by his labour ; but surely much land in the world is more 
man’s product than any fishes in the open sea. How Mr. 
'?|eorge expects His Holiness the Pope to believe that God did 
not create the fish, in the same souse as that in which He 
created the land, I may leave as a problem to those persons 
who care for that casuistry of natural rights, of which I have 
given a quite sufficient number of specimens.^ 

‘ I have discussed Locke's theory of property somewhat more fully in 
an essay, under that title, included in Darwin and Heg^, eto. 



CHAPTER XrV 

THE BI&HT OF PUBStTIN& AND OBTAINING HAPPINESS 

The right, not merely of pursuing but of obtaining happiness, 
■which is named as one of the natural rights of man in moat 
American State Constitutions, may seem, in this world of ours, 
to be a very large order on the bank of Pro'vidence. The right 
of pursuing happiness js clearly only a generalised form in 
which is asserted the right of 4>he individual to be left alone 
in his conduct. The right to pursue happiness may be quite 
compatible with the right to be left to suffer the effects of 
one’s own folly, though it might also suggest a right to be 
protected against the folly, as weU as against the wilful malice, 
of other people. But a right to obtain happiness — ^if iC means 
anything more than the right to pursue happiness — ^when such 
a right is guaranteed by the State to its citizens, involves a 
recognition, however implicit and unconscious, that the func- 
tion of the State is not merely the negative function of secur- 
ing to the individual certain rights as against other indi-viduals, 
but the positive function of aiding him in the attainment of 
his desires, so far as these are compatible with the general 
well-being. If the guarantee of a right of obtaining happi- 
ness has any definite and specific meaning, it means the same 
thing as the assertion in the first Article of the French 
Declaration of 1793, that “ the end of society is the common 
happiness (fe ionheur commiiny’ No such Article occurs in 
the Declaration of 1789, and many of those who have de- 
fended “ the principles of ’89 ” have pointed to this article in 
the forefront of the Constitution of 1793 as a proof of falling 
away from the sane and sober doctrines of the earlier creed of 
the Revolution. 

There is no doubt that the recognition of happiness as the 
end of government— still more the recognition of the common 
happineas as the end— involves a depairture from the strict 
ini^vidnaJism with which, as we have seen, the doctrine of 

m 
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natural rights is most pi’operly connected. It is true, also, 
that the term “ happiness ” may he interpreted in such a way 
-s^hat the mating of it the direct end of government wonild 
jllistify tyranny, and would logically lead to a refusal of those 
other rights of Kberty and of the pmsuit of happiness which 
were chiefly in the minds of those who began the American 
and the French Revolutions. If happiness meant, as the 
Hedonist Utilitarian professes to make it mean, simply a sum 
of pleasures and absence of pains, then undoubtedly such 
happiness might be best secured by a powerful and skilful 
ruling caste keeping the mass of the people, if possible, in 
comfortable and contented ignorance, taking care that they 
were fed and amused, saved from the anxiety and misery of 
the struggle for existence and of the struggle for intellectual 
and moral progress. We have seen ftbeady (in Chapters V. 
and Xn.) that this is not pract^lly what the great UtdiLarian 
reformers have meant by “ happiness,” whatever logical con- 
sistency might havp obliged them to admit. Nor is it what 
the mass ofr mankind have commonly meant by happiness ; 
for the tsontrast between “ real and true happiness ” on the one 
side, and “ pleasjire ” on the other, is a commonplace of popular 
moralising. Still less can any such conception of “ happiness '* 
— as a sum of pleasures — be retained as a conception of the 
ethical end by the Evolutionist Utilitarian. Since, on the 
confession of John Stuart Mill himself, happiness is something 
that can only be attained by not being pursued,*^ — since, accord- 
ing to Clifford, the individual’s happiness is irrelevant to the 
welfare of the social organism, except in so far as it makes 
him a more efficient member,® it would be better in ethics to 
give up the use of the term altogether as a designation of the 
moral end, adopting some vaguer but less misleading term, 
such as “welfare” or “well-being.”* Such a term would 
suggest the two elements both of which must enter into any 
conception of the ethical end that avoids the onesidedness 
alike of Asceticism and of Hedonism — ^the element of right 
conduct, virtuous action, well-doiTig, and the element of f avour- 

* Autobiography, p. 142. ^ 

* Lectures and Essays, IT. pp. 122, 178. Cf. above, p. 99. 

* Suggested in Prof. Powlor’s Progressive Morality (pp, 99, lOO), os 
corresponding best to Aristotle’s evdat^ovi'o. Aant’s use of the term 
" Pudoemonism ” bas led to much misunderstanding of Aristotle. 
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fiible enYironment, pleasure, or, as we can say in Bnglisli, of doing 
well in the sense of faring well. Furthermore, the idea of wel- 
fare is more applicable to a community than the idea of happi 
ness. Nevertheless, popular usage allows us to speak of a nat^ jn 
being “happy,” and popular usage may make it convenient and 
permissible in politics to retain the term “ happiness ” as ex- 
pressive of the end. For ethios happiness appears rather the 
external and accidental element in the end — the word has 
never entirely lost its association with “ hap ” ; — it depends on 
favourable circumstances' whether right conduct is unimpeded® 
or not. But since politics is concerned with the providing of 
these favourable circumstances, and can only indirectly affect 
the right conduct of the individual, happiness may be said to 
be the end for politics. 

With due qualifications as to the meaning of the term, nearly 
every one, except the most rigid sticklers for the “ principles 
of ’89 ” in their most narrowly individualist form, would now-a- 
days allow that the happiness of the citizens ought to be 
included among the ends of government. How”' far this end 
can be attained by leaving people alone, and how far It can be 
attained by interference— on this the great practical differences 
of opinion would begin. Where some would lay more stress 
on the need of directly removing obstacles to physical health, 
to inteUeotual and moral development, others would lay more 
stress on the need of “ freedom,” — on the need of letting people 
learn even by mistakes and failures, in order that their ultimate 
progress may be more secure. The desire to see “ England free 
rather than compulsorily sober ” meant the fear that compulsory 
abstinence from vice, and even from morally neutral actions, 
might make virtue impossible. And so if any one would rather 
see his country free than happy, it is because he fears that hap- 
piness obtained at the cost of freedom would mean a lower kind 
of happiness, and an impediment to the pursuit of any higher 
kind. On the other hand, those who argue for compulsion are 

* Aristotle’s einxta, rh ticrds dyaSd, 

* Pleasure is srSpytta AveiatiBurro!, Mh. Nio,, VU. 12, § 8 (not, in any 
way, inconsistent with X. 4, § 8). In Pol., IV. 11, § S, and VII. 18, § 6, 
the teaching of Mh, Mo,, ih 7, §§ 14-16, is combined with the accounts of 
Pleasure in Boohs VU. andl X. : the chief good (etSat/iovia) is “ the 
tmimpeded realisatiou of excellence.” £ do not think these Aristotelian 
definitionB have been superseded or surpassed. We are only getting 
hai^ to his sa&e and scientific way of regarding the ethfoal end. 
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bound to show that it will do more than produce an immediate, 
absence ol certain evils ; they are bound to show that it will 
free energies for good which are at present impeded : and 
th^e who wish to make people “ happy ” by legislation must 
prove that the happiness will help and not hinder their pro- 
gress. You could make a great many people “ happy ” (for a 
short time) by making them drunk ; but the wise legislator 
will prefer more roundabout methods, even methods such as 
education and polibioal liberty, which may make people more 
acutely sensible of their misery. The general aspects of such 
discussions I have already had to deal with in connection with 
the alleged natural right of liberty ; and it has been my chief 
endeavour to show that particular practical solutions cannot 
be given a priori, but must depend on time, place, and oiroum- 
stances. ^ 

The reader may complain that after all these tedious and 
.intricate discussions, on matters that closely concern political 
practice, I gi^e no practical help ; I do not tell him “ what to 
do.” lu'answer, I might say, in the first place, that my object 
has not been to. preach, to exhort, to rouse to enthusiastio 
action ; there are plenty of people engaged in doing that, more 
or less effectively, more or less wisely. However I may have 
failed of my object, my object has been scientific, to expose 
confusions, to set those people thinking who can be induced te 
think. For science does not only consist in accumulating facts, 
in arranging statistics; it mvolves a criticism of terms, an 
examination of phrases, which are apt to deceive, if, though 
worthless or worn out, they are accepted as good sound ooin. 
“ We shall never think rightly in politics until we have cleared 
our minds of delusions,” Professor Huxley has admirably said ; ^ 
and this “clearing our minds” in regard to a certain set of 
famous political phrases is all that I have set myself to do. 
If any one thinks auoh. merely oritioal work to be unworthy 
the name of Political Science, I shall not quarrel with him. 
For myself I prefer to call it by the really more modest, though, 
seemingly more high-sounding name of “philosophy” — ^not 
wisdom or “ systematic knowledge,” but the effort after know- 
ledge. “ Philosophy” has been weD defined as ** a criticism of 
categories,” i.e. of fundamental oonoeptions, 

1 Collect^ Essays, Yol. 1,, Method and Results, p. 4S4. 



876 the right of PURSUING fcH. xiv 

But, though my procedure has been professedly critical, I do 
not think that the result is entirely negative. Any one who 
chose could pick out of the foregoing pages considerably 
fragments of a constructive creed: whether he would t’ien 
accept this creed is another matter. The demand, that if one 
oriticiseB, one must construct, is a just demand to this extent 
only — that criticisms in order to be listened to, and to be intel- 
ligible, must proceed from a fairly consistent standpoint : 
but they do not need to be made on the basis of a completed 
dogmatic system. It would not be legitimate criticism, for 
instance, to use strictly individualist arguments in criticising 
socialism, and then to use the assumptions of dogmatic socialism 
in criticising individualism. But in order to see the weakness 
in the logic of individualism one need not be a dogmatic and 
uncompromising sooialist : and in order to see the weakness in 
the practical schemes supported by socialists one need not be 
an advocate of universal laiaaez-faire. It is possible to believe 
that political and social development is proceeding in a certain 
direction and must proceed in that direction, if Violent revolu- 
tion is to be averted ; and yet to feel very uncertain 3.s to the 
precise form which society is likely to assume in fifty years’ 
time, or in the remote future, and to be rather sceptical about 
the value of certain remedies which are commonly advocated 
as if they were panaceas. 

It seems to me perfectly certain that in all civilised coun- 
tries there is an unconscious, as well as a oonsoious, tendency 
in what oan he most oonveniently described as a socialistic or 
“ ooUeotivist ” direction. The eoonomio tendency is, on the 
whole, towards the oonoentration and depersonalisation of 
capital : the company with salaried officials replaces the 
“ capitalist,” of whom old-fashioned economists and popular 
agitators continue to speak. The older questions of political 
liberty and of national iudependenoe are settled, or approach 
settlement, only to make way for the “ social question.” In 
philosophy, in ethical theories, in religious movements, in 
popular sentiment there is a tendency, more rapid and pro- 
nounced in some quarters than in others, away from the 
individuslism which w© have come to think of as oharaoteristio 
of the last ceubuiy end not of this. The reaction against the 
firenoh Bevolution, the Romantic movement in literature, with 
ita tettwa to mediaeval ideals, the Oatholio rqyival bringing 
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back tbe religious value of ike idea of au actual community or 
corporate body, the truer understanding of the Hellenic spirit’ 
"s^th its idealisation of the State, the biological conceptions 
o\ evolution and organism supplanting in social theory the 
older conceptions of a mechanical aggregate and of the merely 
external relation of contract — all these movements and ten- 
dencies in thought, some of them connected with one another, 
others working separately and in seeming antagonism, have 
contributed to produce a new way of dealing with practical 
social problems, unlike that which commended itself to the 
political thinkers of the last century, and of the earlier part 
of this> The enormous growth of town populations, due to 
“the industrial revolution,” has made the suffering and the 
uncertain conditions of life, if not always greater, certainly 
more conspicuous than they were before. Social problems 
stare every one in the face, anffsodalistio instead of individu- 
alistic solutions are now the more frequently proposed. 
But along with a ^eat deal of socialistic talk there goes the 
old individualist logic of the ethics of Bentham or even of 
Hobbes;* and theories of natural rights in their crudest forms 
survive alongside of new political ideals, which appeal 
to sentiment without having been fully thought out. The 
phrases “ social organism ” and “ evolution ” are on every- 
body’s lips, but those who use them moat frequently have 
often grasped their significance the least. 

Believing that a transformation of society is in process, 
more far-reaching perhaps in its ultimate effects than the 
break-up of mediaeval society which culminated in the great 
French Eevolution, I believe also that this transformation can- 
not take place safely or without much loss and much suffering 
in any country, unless there is a corresponding transformation 
in ideas, in sentiments, in ideals of life — a transformation at 
least as great as those changes which we call the Eenaissance 
and the Eelormation combined. For this reason I do not 
all rink from Saying that I hope the transformation will not 
take place rapidly. Those who have pictured their full-blown 
Oolleotivist society are very apt to bo impatient for its 

‘ Note, for instance, the difEerenoehetween^he older religions “revival" 
i&m ” and the “ Salvation Army," which iS an organisatim to begin with, 
and which does not shrink from schemes of bettering the material con- 
ditions of human sonls. 
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realisation, and, amid the social misery and dissatisfaction of 
■which we have become acutely conscious, their impatience is 
excusable. Those who venture to hint at doubts and diffiy- 
oulties, and to point out that the existing structure of sooi^y 
cannot be altogether e^vil if it roaUy contains the germs out of 
which a better society is to be evolved, are apt to be re- 
proached -with selfishness or to be scoffed at as bourgeois pei> 
sons — “ bourgeois ” having rather an ugly sound in the English 
language, and having for the purposes of abuse the additional 
and indisputable advantage of beginning with the letter b. 
The reproach of possessing a “ middle-class ” mind may not 
seem to every one a reproach : the so-called middle-class and 
the upper-class have hitherto provided the leaders and cham- 
pions of the “proletariat,” and the severest attacks on the 
middle-class are aU of raiddle-olass origin. Nor is this to be 
wondered at ; for it is only those who have had the oppor- 
tunities of contact •with varied ideas who are likely to initiate 
new movements, and it is decidedly to the credit of a class 
that it can produce and tolerate hostile criticism. The term 
bourgeois ought to carry the opposite of reproach: >t is the 
burgher, the citizen, who has kept up those institutions of 
orderly and responsible government, which only in modern 
times have been extended to large numbers pre-viously ex- 
cluded. And our ideals for the future must, at the least, not 
be placed lower in the scale of civilisation than the civic 
institutions of the best sort in the past. If we look at human 
history as a whole, we see how recent and how rare civilisa- 
tion has been ; and, in striving after an extension of its benefits 
to larger numbers, we must be very careful that, if possible, 
none of the hardly accumulated gains of humanity be lost in 
the process, To prevent such loss we must be content, we 
must oven be glad, if the transition to a new form of society 
takes place more slowly than some enthusiasts desue. Any 
attempt to transform institutions suddenly is certain to bring 
disaster, to involve loss, and to provoke reaction. "We may 
envy the feelings of exhilaration -with which the earlier stages 
of the Erenoh Bevolution were greeted by generous spirits in 
other lands as well as^ France; but the bitter disillusions 
and. the dreary years of reliction and oppression which followed 
remain as a silutary warning, if only we can learn by it. 

Another reason why progress must be gradual is that no one 
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nation can solve social! problems apart from other nations. 
The solidarity of the interests of the working classes through- 
^out the world is recognised by socialists in words; but in their 
practical proposals there lurks the same confusion between the 
rights of the citizen and the rights of man which Bentham 
pointed out long ago in criticising the French Declarations of 
Eights. What becomes of this solidarity of interests between 
the workers of the world, when land nationalisation is taken to 
imply the absolute right of the existing inhabitants of a 
country, however they may originally have come there, to 
shut the door in the face of all the rest of mankind ? On the 
other hand, where is the consistency between approving the 
trade-unionist’s indignation at “ blacMegs ” and yet permitting 
the immigration of aliens ? And if aliens are to be excluded 
because they may lower the rate of wages, how does that 
policy differ in principle frons a policy of protective tariffs ? 
(That it may differ very much in its actual effect on the 
majority of the population there is not much doubt.) A work- 
man who perhaps Balls himself a Socialist, and who may even 
boast tjiat he has outgrown palariotio prejudice, may be heard 
complaining that the British consumer buys articles “ made in 
Germany ” ; he does not reflect that he is living on wheat 
grown in America or in Russia. Starvation or exile for a large 
number would be the speedy consequence of protection aU 
round, whether enforced by law or by boycotting. We have 
not yet got beyond the Nationalist stage of regarding our 
social questions, and there is no use in talking as if patriotism, 
even in its narrower and meaner aspects, was likely to be an 
extinct sentiment for a long time to come. We must work up 
from the good elements in patriotism towards a wider tie. 
And wo cannot get to a federation of the world aU at once. 
Our citizens caimot yet be citizens of the world ; we cannot 
afford to sink the citizen in the man. The difference between 
civilised and uncivilised races is a real barrier ; and to try to 
ignore it, as Socialists and philanthropic Radicals almost 
habitually do, is only to fall a prey to false and mischievous 
abstractions. 

Short cuts over unknown country are generally a mmtoken 
policy. And here we must give the ^odaliats every credit for 
pointing out the errors of old-fashioned Radicals and of many 
eager social reformers, who wish to strike at symptoms of 
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disease without removing the causes. To increase the numter 
of small landowners, to pass Puritanical laws which cannot be 
enforced without creating fresh evils, to disendow ancient cor-^ 
porations which are serving professedly at least some social 
function — measures of that sort which till lately formed tne 
most conspicuous part of every “ advanced ” programme — are 
seen by the Sociahst to be moves in a wrong direction or un- 
important changes. But the Socialist himself is too apt to 
overlook the problem of population — not merely of over-popu- 
lation, of excessive quantity, but the less considered problem 
of degeneration in quality — which at every point confronts the 
reformer who in any way combats the cruelty of natural 
selection. And, as 1 have had occasion to argue, the Socialist 
is generally too oblivious of the need of discipline, of the virtues 
of what he detests as “ ipilitarism,” and too apt to be infected 
by Anarchist views of society, which are logically antithetic to 
his own professed creed. 

Eagerness for social legislation is apt to make the reformer 
neglect the importance of political machinery^ There is 
noticeable in many quarters a growing impatience repre- 
sentative government, a dislike of discussion of what are con- 
temptnonsly called “constitutional conundrums,” a certain 
craving even for the despot, the strong man, who will carry 
out great schemes promptly and ruthlessly. All these symp- 
toms contain elements of danger. It is something, indeed, 
to recognise the secondary oharaoter of all merely political 
changes ; it is something to see that what is called “ free govern- 
ment ” is not everything ; it is something even to give the He 
explicitly to false notions of equality, and to feel the need of 
superior skill and superior force. But while admitting bhat 
machinery is only a means to an end, we must not suppose 
that any means will do equally well. G-reat changes in 
political institutions have probably yet to come ; we are only 
beginning to see the problems of the proper working of demo- 
oraiao government. The stability of parliamentary institu- 
tions and their usefulness is threatened by the break-up of the 
old system of two parties and two parties only. Those who 
are fond of denouncing party-government seem to forget that, 
so fiar as ekperience goes, there is something worse than party- 
government, and that is the absence of definite and responsible 
partied altogether, and the predominance in politics of hap- 
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hazard combinations of fluctuating groups. The supporters 
of “independent” parties say, Why not introduce in Great 
Britain the Second Ballot, which most European countries 
already have ? It is a moat desirable reform — in the interests 
01' political honesty ; but it would undoubtedly hasten the for- 
mation and the increase of independent groups and the conse- 
quent diminution of parliamentary stability. 

Possibly the Referendum, if worked as well or no worse than 
it has been worked on the whole in Switzerland, might com- 
pensate for many of the losses which the decay of the old 
party system would bring. We might, conceivably, get an 
Executive, like the Swiss, not based on party at all, and ad- 
ministering the business of the country on purely business 
principles. But the advantages are not all on one side. And 
the eager social reformer, if he is wise, must tolerate many 
discussions on the Referendun?, on Federation, on the relations 
between Executive and Legislature, which may seem to him 
uninteresting and purely academic. The academic study of 
political questions is indeed sorely needed, and the academic 
tempei;in deahng with them. 

No change in political machinery and no change in social 
institutions will lead to social stability and to the “ obtaining 
of happiness ” on the part of the citizen, unless the moral feel- 
ings of the community are adapted to the new institutions. 
This is the most important reason of all why successful reforms 
must be brought about gradually. Here we come upon the 
antinomy which is always recurring in discussions on social 
progress. On the one side, “ No progress is possible without a 
moral improvement in the individual ; ” and so it is often in- 
ferred that no external or material change is of any use. On 
the other, “ Change the circumstances which mould men’s 
characters, and the characters will chaaige ; ” and so it is often 
inferred that external or matarial changes are the sole thing 
needed. Each premise is true, but not the whole truth ; and 
therefore both inferences are fallacious. Human beings are 
dependent on circumstances, but they have also natures of 
their own, natures inherited from their ancestors, and modified 
by reflection and sentiment; so that^ for social progress there 
must be harmony between character and omcurnstauces. 
Progress takes place through some individuals being in advaoice 
of the average of their neighbours in their ideals and senti- 



282 THE RIGHT OF PURSUING [ch. xiv 

ments; a certain diffusion of these ideals and sentiments 
among others is necessary under any form of government, most 
of all under a democratic, in order to bring about legislative , 
changes. A law or institution once established, if it is backed 
by a fair amount of approving sentiment, fixes and makSs 
definite the ideals to which it corresponds. If it is not )?acked 
by such approving sentiment, it remains more or less a dead- 
letter, or it provokes active opposition ; in either case it fails 
to produce its proper effect, and no real progress has been 
effected by its means. 

Laws and institutions to be progressive must furthermore 
be educative; they must be such as prepare people to go 
beyond them, in quiet and orderly fashion. When some evils 
are specially prominent, the changes that promise a relief from 
these evUs are thought qf as if they were final changes, could 
they only be obtained. Refoarmers are always apt to look 
forward to “ living happily ever afterwards ” when once the 
great crisis is over. But it is only in old-fashioned stories 
that trouble ends with the wedding bells * and it is a very 
crude and inexperienced kind of political thinking wljioh ex- 
pects even the biggest of OoUeotivist schemes to leave no 
social problems for the future. It is wiser," though a rare 
wisdom, frankly to disclaim finality. It may destroy the 
opportunity for much moving rhetoric, but it will save a good 
deal of painful disillusion, A plan which offers opportunities 
for alteration, even for moving back again if necessary, is 
preferable to one which admits of no return, and leaves 
amendment out of the question.^ Too great completeness is not 
a merit in a political or social programme. 

Two different kinds of objections are likely to be made to 
such a political creed as is indicated in the foregoing words. 
The first, to which I have already referred, is that of the 
eager socialist, who is wearied with wandering in the 
wilderness, and wishes to rush impetuously into the promised 
land he has pictured to himself, who wants his millennium to 
begin, by act of parliament, or by plebiscite, on the first of 
J anuaty next. The other objection is that put forward by the 
pessixoistj who is keenly ^alive to the vanity of human wishes 
and the weakness of human^nature, and who is very sceptical 

^ !]!he opportanity of expeximental logidation a strong argument for 
^Boentraliaation of powei^aud centralisation of information. 
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aliout any amelioration in the intellects or the characters of 
the mass of mankind, and who sees too clearly that every 
advance in external comfort only brings new cravings 
and new pains, more vividly realised than the old dumb, 
hopeless sufiering or apathy ; to such an one resignation is 
the st>preme virtue, and what is called political and social 
progress a matter of indifference. After all, is not a despotism 
the best form of government for the Stoic or the Buddhist, or 
other ascetic individualist, to live under, since his ideal life is a 
life of protest and of withdrawal into the inward peace that 
he can find only in the spiritual calm of his own passion- 
freed soul ? At the best, supposing the dream of a perfected 
society to be accompHshed on this earth, the remedy would be 
very transitory; and all the results of long tedious effort 
must perish, as our planet gradually becomes incapable of 
supporting life. Such pessimism about the worth of human 
society may go along with an intense belief in the certain 
bliss of another world, in comparison with which every other 
aim is empty ; or It may exist in the more bitter form that 
has no hope to outweigh its despair. 

Let me take this second objection before returning to the 
first. Suppose we admit the impossibility of any final or 
complete happiness for beings such as we are in any future, 
either here or elsewhere, it is surely a piece of “ abstract 
thinking” to ignore the difference between a worse and a 
better — or, let us say, a less bad — condition in human affairs. 
Before the pessimist obtains our votes as to the worthlessness 
of aU social effort, it is surely reasonable to try whether life 
cannot be made more tolerable, more worth living, to the mass 
of human beings than it has been hitherto. Moreover, as 
already said, pessimism will always meet with a practical 
refutation through the operation of natural selection. Those 
who sincerely resign “ the will to live ” must inevitably give 
place to those who assert it. Pessimism never can be any- 
thing else except a bye-produot of the reflective consciousness, 
relatively useful if it quickens sympathy with suffering, and 
thus stimulates the effort to relieve it. Pessimism then 
becomes an element in that very ijtriving after social pro- 
gress which, if taken as a final ct;eed, it seemed logically to 
condemn. And to this practical self-refutation of pessimism 
may be added the philosophical consideration, that the mere 
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judgment that human life or human society is evil implies an 
ideal of goodness and perfection by which as standard the 
existing world is judged. Such a contrast between the ideal ^ 
and the actual is explicitly recognised in the pessimism of 
Christian ascetics. And the sense of the contrast leads fhe 
more courageous spirits to seek to overcome it. The f^iatical 
hermits of the Thebaid were replaced by the Benedictine 
monks, who became to barbarous races the missionaries of 
ancient learning and civilisation, and by the Franciscan 
friars, who, after their lights, fought with disease and want 
and ignorance in crowded cities, and beginning without orna- 
ments and without books, trained some of the boldest of medi- 
aeval philosophers and kindled the fire of Italian art. In the 
modern movement for diffusing the benefits of civilisation and 
improving all the conditions of human hfe, amid all the errors 
and absurdities and narrowness of outlook that inevitably 
accompany any great movement, can we not still recognise 
the same aspiration as is expressed in the one prayer in which 
all sections of divided Christendom unfte, — tl^e aspiration 
that the heavenly kingdom, the reign of peace and righteous- 
ness and love, should not remain a far-off vision, but should be 
realised here, in the actual human world; ^‘Thy kingdom 
come : Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven ” ? 

However unconsciously, the effort for social amelioration 
impliea what we can only call a religious faith. In words the 
social reformer may disclaim any religious belief, and may 
argue that one of the main causes of the growth of socialism 
and kindred tendencies is that decay in religious belief 
which is often said to be one of the prominent features of our 
time ; in particular it is often said that the disappearance of 
belief in the compensations of another life is one of the prin- 
cipal sources of the eagerness with which immediate and 
earthly justice is demanded. But, in the first place, it is 
important to recognise that, as Professor ’W’aHaoe has ex- 
pressed it, “The religion of a time is not its nominal creed, 
but its dominant conviction of the meaning of reality, the 
pdnoiple which animates all its being and all its striving, the 
faith it has in the laws of nature and the purpose of life.” ^ 
In the second place, the ^diminished importance of “other- 
worldly ” considerations is only one aspect of a change which 
* I^titasophy of p. xxxvii 
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has been going on within, as well as without, the visible 
Churches. Few moralists nowadays venture to stake the obli- 
gation to morality upon the sanctions of future reward and 
pimshment. Like Plato in the Republic, they would rather 
pua aside such sanctions altogether, aware of the demoralising 
mann^ in which they have often been conceived, until the 
superiority of justice to injustice has been shown through con- 
siderations of social well-being; and the hope of continued 
existence is based mainly, if not solely, upon the independently 
established facts of morality. Not only in Kant and those whom 
he has influenced, but in the poets who have taught our age a 
great deal of its theology — in Tennyson and Browning — we find 
“the hope of immortality ” based mainly on the inadequacy 
between man’s ideal and what he can accomplish in his short 
span of earthly life. The hope of immortality has become one 
aspect of the desire for progress. And those who believe and 
those who doubt the persistence of the individual conscious- 
ness after death alike agree that strenuous well-doing in this 
life would be the beat preparation for another. “ Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might ; for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave 
whither thou goest.” ^ “ Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things; I will make thee ruler ovor many things.”* The im- 
phed belief may seem to be different : the practical moral les- 
son is the same. To neglect social duties in order to save one’s 
own soul is, happily, a dwindling type of religion. 

Now what is implied in saying that effort for social pro- 
gress implies a religious faith? It may be said by the pessi- 
mist that such faith is entirely irrational. An irrational faith, 
i,e. a blind instinct, may induce people to seek to preserve 
their own lives and to continue their species. Such irrational 
“ egoism ” and “ altruism ” cannot lead them to plan and think 
out schemes of social reorganisation. To do so implies a belief 
(however little recognised) that the evolution of the world is a 
rational process ; else how could wo ever hope by our reasoning 
to hit upon any scheme that would work in harmony with 
the laws of nature and of human nature ? But when such a 

‘ Eecl. ix. 10. Is not this echoed in .John ix. 4: "I must work the 
works of him that sent me, while it is day : the night oometh, wherein 
no man can work " ? „ 

* JHatt, Tcxv^l. 
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belief ia the ultimate rationality of nature, and especially of 
human history, becomes explicit, it is no longer logically pos- 
sible to turn our back upon all the past, and to disdain all 
the present. Our trust in the possibility of a better futile 
must be baaed on a belief in the rationality of past and present 
also. And thus the impatience of the social reformer-'^telli- 
gible and excusable as it may be — ^is due to an imperfect 
recognition of the rational basis of the faith which stimulates 
his efforts. Even those who talk freely about “ development ” 
often show very little appreciation of what is meant by the 
growth of institutions, and of the ideas which may lead to 
their reconstruction ; and the use of the phrase “ social evo- 
lution ” may go along with a great disrespect for history. 

The truth in the theory of Natural Eights — what gave the 
theory its practical valuS — was the belief in “ Nature ” as an 
ideal, the belief in a Divine purpose determining the ends 
which man should set before him, and the belief that this 
ideal, this Divine purpose, could be discovered by the use of 
human reason. The defect of the theory lay, as -vre have seen, 
in the tendency to set this ideal in abstract antithe'Bis over 
against the actual and the historical. In the light of the con- 
ception of evolution applied to human society — *.e. using an 
historioal method in the study of institutions, and being influ- 
enced by an historical spirit in dealing with all human 
problems — ^we must think of this ideal, this Divine purpose, as 
something not existing definitely formed in the mind of any 
one man however inspired, of any set of legislators however 
honest and however enthusiastic, but as something gradually 
revealing itself in the education of the human race. In other 
words, an adequate theory of rights and an adequate theory of 
the Stete most rest upon a philosophy of history ; and steady 


progress in political and social reform cannot be made unless 
there is a \^ngness to learn the lessons of experience, and a 
reasonable reverence for the long toil of the human spirit in 
that past from which we inherit not only our problems^ but 
the hope and the means of their solution. 
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The Vieginxan Deolahatioh op Rights — June 12 , 1776 . 

A DECLARATIOiT OP BIGHTS, 

Made by the Reprofientatives of the good People of Virginia, 
assembled in full and free Convention, which rights do pertain to 
them and their posterity as the basis and foundation of govern- 
ment. 

• 

■'X That all men are by nature equally free and independent, and 
have certain inherent rights, of wMoh, w£en they enter into a state 
of society, they cannot by any compact deprive or divest their 
posterity; namely, the enjoyment of life and liberty, with the means 
of acquiring and possessing propertyy and pursuing and obtaining 
happiness and safety. 

II. T^at all power is vested in, and consequently derived from, the 
people ; that magistrates are their trustees and servants, and at all 
times amenable to them. 

m. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the common 
benefit, protection, and security of the people, nation or community ; 
of all the various modes and forms of govomment, that is best which 
is capable of producing the greatest degree of happiness and safety, 
and is most effectually secured against the danger of maladministra- 
tion ; and that, when a government shall be found inadequate or con- 
trary to these purposes, a majority of the community hath an 
indubitable, unalienable, and indefeasible right •to reform, alter or 
abolish it, in such manner as shall be judged most conducive to the 
public weal. 

IV. That no man, or set of men, are entitled to exclusive or separate 
emoluments or privileges from the community but in consideration 
of public services, which not being descendible, neither ought tho 
offices of magistrate, legislator or judge to be hereditary. 

V. That the legislative, executive and judicial powers should be 
separate and distinct; and that the members thereof may be 
restrained from oppression, by feeling and participating the burthens 
of the people, they should, at fixed periods, be reduced to a private 
station, return into that body from whiolf they were originally taken, 
and the vacancies be supplied by frequent, certain and regular 
elections, in which all, or any part of the former members to be 
again eligible or ineligible, as the laws shaU*dire0t, 

® eifln 
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YI. That all elections ought to be froe, and that all men having 
sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, pnd attach- 
ment to the community, have the right of suffrage, and cannot be 
taxed, or deprived of their property for public uses, without their own 
consent^ or that of their representatives so elected, nor bound by euy 
law to which they have not in like maimer assented, for the ^mblic 
good. '' 

Vll. That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by 
any authority, without consent of the representatives of the people, 
is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be exercised. 

YlII. That in all capital or criminal prosecutions a man hath a right 
to demand the cause and nature of his accusation, to be confronted 
with the accusers and witnesses, to call for evidence in his favour, 
and to a speedy trial by an impartial jury of twelve men of his 
vicinage, without whose unanimous consent he cannot be found 
guilty ; nor can he be compelled to give evidence against himself ; 
that no man be deprived of liis liberty, except by the law of the land 
or the judgment of his peers. 

IX. That excessive bail ought not to be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

X. That general warrants, whereby an officer or messenger may 
be commanded to search suspected places without evidence ^ a fact 
committed, or to seize any person or persona not named, or whose 
offence is not particularly described and supported loy evidence, are 
grievous and oppressive, and ought not to be granted. 

XL That in controversies respecting property, and in suits between 
man and man, the ancient trial by jury of twelve men is preferable 
to any other, and ought to be held sacred. 

Xn. IThat the freedom of the press is one of the great bulwarks of 
liberty, and can never be restrained but by despotic governments.^ 
Xm. That a well-regulated miliiia, composed of the body of the 
people, trained to arms, is the proper, natural and safe defence of a 
free State ; that standing armies in time of peace should be avoided 
as dangerous to liberty ; and that in all cases the military should be 
under strict subordination to, and governed by, the civil power. 

XIV. That the people have a right to uniform government ; and 
therefore that no government separate from or independent of the 
government of Virginia ought to he erected or established within 
the limits thereof. 

XV. That no free goyemmont, or the blessing of liberty, can be 
preserved to any people, but by a firm adherence to justice, moderar 
tion, temperance, frugality and virtue, and by a frequent recurrence 
to fundamental principles. '' 

XVI>)That region, or the daty which we owe to our Creator, and 
manner of disoharging it, can be directed only by reason and 
eonyifitioin, hot forced violence; and therefore al^ rmn are equally 
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entitled to the free exercise of religion, according to the dictates of 
conscience ; and that it is the duty of all to practice Christian forbear- ‘ 
ance, love and charity towards each other. 


Extract from the Declabatiom of Indefehdenoe of the 
United States of America— July 4 , 1776 . 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of 

America, 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have conneoted them, 
with another, and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature’s Cod entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of man- 
kind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation. 

We hold these trulls to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien- 
able Bights, that among these are life. Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness. That to secure these rights. Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed. That whenever any Perm of Government becomes destruc- 
tive of these ends, it is the Bight of the People to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such 
principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall 
seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happmess. Prudence, 
indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience 
hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils 
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing iuy^ably the same Object, evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their 
duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new G-nards for 
their future security. — Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies ; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to 
alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present 
Edng of Gtreat Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpa- 
tions, all having in direot object the establishment of an absolute 
Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let facts be submitted to 
a candid world. 

[Then follow statements of particular grie^nces.] 


V 
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In every stage of these Oppression.s Wo have Potilionod [or Redress 
in iho most humblo terms . Onr repeated Petitions have been 
answered only by repeated injury. A Princo, whoso character is thus 
marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the 
ruler of a free People. 

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British hretGen. 
We have warned them &om time to time of attempts by their legisla- 
ture to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have 
reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement 
here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, 
and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to 
disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our 
connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the 
voice of justice and of consanguinily. We must, therefore, acquiesce 
in the necessity which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as 
we hold the rest of mankind. Enemies in War, in Peace Eriends. 

We, therefore, the Repiesentatives of the united States of America, 
in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of 
the woild for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by 
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and 
declare. That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Eree and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 
Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political efinneotion 
between them and the State ot Great Britain, is ,and ought to be 
totally dissolved ; and that as Eree and Independent States, they 
have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances 
establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which 
Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Provi- 
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, onr Eortunes and 
our sacred Honor. 


Dmot/AEATION DEB DhOITS 
SE L’HoMME ET DU OlTOTSE 
( 1789 ). 

(EHEEIXBD TO CONSTITDTWN 
EBAN9A1SE DU 3-14 SbFT,, 
1791). 

Lbs rBpr4BentanB da psuple 
frsnqiais, QonBtitu4s en assemljJiSe 
nationale, oonsid4iant que I’igno- 
jjsxtos I’cittbli ou des 


Transition given in Thomas 
Paine's “ Rights of Man." 
Dbcdabatioe as the Riohts ok 
Man and ok Citizbns, 

BT THE NATIONAli ASSEEBDT 
OK KEANOE. 

The representatives of the 
people of Erance, formed into a 
National Assembly, considering 
that ignorance, neglect, or con- 
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droits de I’homme sont los sanies 
causes des millieiirs publics at do 
'la corruption des gouvernemons, 
out rSsolu d’exposer, dans one 
declaration solenneUe, les droits 
natur^ inali^nables at saorSs de 
I’bomme, ^n que cette declaration, 
oonstamment presente k tons les 
membres da corps social, lenr 
rappelle sans cease lours droits et 
leurs devoirs ; aHn qua lea aotes 
da poavoir legislatif et ceux du 
pouvoir exdcutif, pouvant Stre k 
chaque instant compares aveo le 
but de toute institution politique, 
en soient plus respeotds, afin que 
les reclamations des oitoyens, 
ionddes ddsormais sur des piin- 
oipes simples et incontestables 
toument toujours an maintien de 
la constitution et an bonbeur de 
tons. 


£n consdquenoe, I’assembMe 
nationale reoonnait et ddclare en 
presence et sous les auspices de 
I'Etre suprSme, les droits suivans 
de I’bomme et du oitoyen. 


Art. 1", Les bonunes naissent 
et demeurent libres et dgaux en 
droits, Les distinctions sociales 
ne peuvent dtre fonddes que sur 
I’u^te commune. 

2, Le but de toute assooiation 
politique eat la conservation des 
droits naturels et imprescriptiblos 
de I'homme, Cos droits sent la 
lifaertd, la propridtd, la sdretd et 
la rdsistance & I’oppression. 

8, Le prindpe de toute souve* 
rainetd rdside essentiellement 
dans la nation ; nul corps, nul 
individu ne pe'^ exeroer d’au- 
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tempt of human rights, are the . 
sole causes of public niisfortunos 
and corruptions of Government, 
have resolved to set forth in a 
solemn deolaratiou, these natural, 
imprescriptible, and inalienable 
rights : that this declaration 
being constantly present to the 
minds of the members of the 
body social, they may be for ever 
kopt attentive to their rights 
and their duties; that the acts 
of the legislative and executive 
powers of government, being 
capable of being every moment 
compargd with the end of politi- 
cal institutions, may be more 
respected; and also, that the 
future claims of the citizens, 
being directed by simple and 
incontestible principlos, may 
always tend to the maintenance 
of Constitution, and the 
general happiness. 

For these reasons, the National 
Assembly doth recognise and 
declare, in the presence of the 
Supreme Being, and with the 
hope of his blessing and favour, 
the following sacred rights of 
men and of citi^ns ; 

I. Men are born, and always 
continue, free and equal in respect 
of their rights. Civil distinc- 
tions, therefore, can be founded 
only on public utility. 

n. The end of all political 
assodations, is the preservation 
of the naturel and imprescriptible 
rights of man; and these rights 
are liberty, property, security, 
and resistance of oppression. 

The nation is essentially 
the source of all sovereignty; 
nor can any individual, or any 
body of men, be entitled to any 



APPENDIX 


393 

toritS qni n’en Smane expressS- 
menl, 

4. La liberty cousiate ^pouvolr 
faire tout ce qui ne nuit pas & 
uutrui ; ainsi I’exeroioe des droite 
naturela de ohaque homme n’a de 
borues qua cellea qni assureut 
aux autrea membrea de la 
socidtd la jouiasauce de ces mimes 
droits. Cea bornea ue peuvent 
8tre diterminies que par la loi. 

5. La loi n’a le droit de d4* 
fendre que lea actions nuisiblea & 
la sooidtd, Tout oe qui u’est pas 
difendu par la loi ne pqut itre 
emplobi, et nul ue peut itre, 
oontraint & faire oe qu’elle n’or- 
donne pas. 

6. La loi eat I’exprossion de la 
volontd ginirale. Tons lea oito> 
yens out droit de conoourir per- 
sonnellement, ou par leurs 
repriaentans, i sa formation. 
EUe doit itre la mime pour tons, 
aoit qu’elle protige, soit qu’elle 
puniase. Tons lea oitoyena itant 
igaux i aes yeux, sont igalement 
admisaibles & toutes dignitis, 
places et emplois pubHoa, selon 
leur oapaoiti, et sans autre 
distinoUon que celle de leurs 
vertus et de leurs talens. 

7. ISTul bomme ne pent itre 
accusi, arriti ni ditenu que dans 
lea cas diterminis par la loi, et 
selon les formes qu’elle a pre- 
sorites. Ceux qui soUioitent, 
expidieut, exiouteut ou font 
exiouter des ordrea arbitraires, 
doiyent itre punis; mais tout 
eitoyen appelli ou saisi en yertu 
de la loi, doit obiir & I’instant ; 
il ee rend ooupable par la rismt- 
aboQ. 


authority which is not expressly 
derived from it. 

IV. Political liberty consists' 
in the power of doing whatever 
does not injure another. .-The 
exercise of the natural rights of 
every man, has no otber limits 
than those which are necessary 
to secure to every other man the 
free exercise of the same rights ; 
and these limits are determinable 
only by the law. 

V. The law ought to prohibit 
only actions hurtful to society. 
What is not prohibited by the 
law, should not be hindered ; 
nor should any one be compelled 
to that which the law does not 
require. 

VI. The^ law is an expression 
of the will of the community. 
All citizens have a righMo concur, 
either personally, or by their 
representatives, in its formation. 
It should be the same to all, 
whether it protects or punishes ; 
and all being equal in its sight, 
are equally eligible to all honours, 
places, and employments, accord- 
ing to their different abilities, 
without any other distinction 
than that created by their virtues 
and talents. 

VIL No man should be ac- 
cused, arrested, or held in con- 
finement, except in oases deter* 
mined by the law, and according 
to the forms which it has pre- 
scribed. All who promote, solicit, 
execute, or cause to be executed, 
arbitrary orders, ought to be 
ptmished, and every citizen called 
upon, or apprehended by virtue 
of the law, ought immediately to 
obey, and renders himself culp- 
able by resistance' 



APPENDIX 


8. La loi ue doit dtablir quo 
des peiues strictement et dvidem- 
ment ndcess^res, et nul ne peat 
dtre pani qa’en vertu d’une loi 
dtablie et promalgade antdrieare- 
men\^aa ddlit et Idgalement 
applique^), 

9. Tout bomme dtaut prdsamd 
innocent jusqu’fi. co qu’il ait dtd 
ddolard coupable, a’il eat jugd 
indispenaable de I’ari'Ster, toute 
rigueur qui no serait pas ndoea- 
aaire poor a’asBurer de sa pe]> 
sonne, doit Stre advdrement 
reprimde par la loi. 

10. Nul no doit dtre inquidtd 
pour sea opinions, mdmea 
reUgieuaea, pourvu que leur < 
manifestation ne trouble pas 
I’ordre public dtabli par la loi. 

11. I3a libre communication 
dea penadea et des opinions eat 
un des droits les plus precieuz de 
I’bomme ; tout citoyen peat done 
parler, 6crire,imprimer libi’ement, 
aauf i rdpondre do I’abua de oette 
libertd dans lea oas ddterminds 
par la loi. 

12. La garantie des droits de 
I’bomme et du citoyen ndeeaaite 
une force publique: cette force 
eat done institnde poor I’arantage 
de tous, et non pour I’utilitd 
partiouliere de ceux auxquelB 
elle eat confide. 

IS. Pour I’ontretien de la 
force publique, et pour les 
ddpensea d’administration, une 
contribution commune eat indis- 
pensable, elle doit itre dgalement 
rdpartue entre tons les oitoyena 
en raison de leurs faoultds. 
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VIII. Tbe law ought to im- 
pose no other penalties but such , 
as are absolutely and evidently 
necessary; and no one ought to 
be punished, but in virtue of 
a law promulgated before the 
offence, and legally applied. 

IX. Every man being pre- 
sumed innocent till he has 
been convicted, whenever his 
detention becomes indispensable, 
all rigour to him, more than is 
necessary to secure his person, 
ought to be provided against by 
the law. 

X. No man ought to'be mo- 
lested. on account of his opin- 
ions, not even on account of his 
religious opinions, provided his 
avowal of them does not disturb 
the public order established by 
the law. 

XI. The unrestrained com- 
munioation of thoughts and 
opinions being one of the most 
precious rights of man, every 
citizen may apeak, write, and 
publish freely, provided he is 
responsible for the abuse of this 
Hberty, in oases determined by 
tbe law. 

Xn. A public force being 
necessary to give security to the 
rights of men and of citizens, 
that force is instituted for the 
benefit of the community and not 
for the particular benefit of the 
persons to whom it is intrusted. 

Xni. A common contribution 
being necessary for the support 
of the public force, and for de- 
fraying the other expenses of 
gownment, it ought to be divi- 
ded equally among the members 
of the community, according to 
their abilities. 
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14. Totib les oitoyens ont le 
droit de constater, par eux-mSmes 
ou par lours repr6sentaus, la 
u4cessit6 de la coutributioc 
publique, de la consentir libre- 
ment, d’an suivro I’emploi, et 
d’on determiner la quotite, I’assi- 
ette, le reoouvrement et la dur6e. 

15. La sooiete a le droit de 
demander compte k tout agent 
public de son administration. 

16. Toute Bociete dans laqnelle 
la garantie des droits n’est pas 
assnree, ni la separation des 
pouToirs determines, n’a point de 
oonstitution, 

17. La propriete etant un droit 
inviolable et saor6,nul ne pent 
en etre privS, si ce n’est lorsque 
la necessite pubHque, legalement 
oonstatee, I’exige evidemment, et 
sous la condition d’one juste et 
prealable indemnite. 


XIV. Every citizen has a 
right, either by himself or his 
representative, to a ireo voice in 
determining the necessiiy of 
public contributions, the appro- 
priation of them, andX^eir 
amount, mode of assessment, and 
duration. 

XV. Every community has had 
a right to demand of all its agents 
an account of their conduct, 

XVI. Every community in 
which a separation of powers 
and a security of rights is not 
provided for, wants a constitu- 
tion. 

XVn. The right to property 
' being inviolable and sacred, no 
one ought to be deprived of it, 
except in cases of evident public 
necessity, legally ascertained, and 
on condition of a 'previous just 
indemnity. *' 


DBCLABATION PbEFIXED to OoifSTITDTIOlI OF JONB 24, 1793. 

Le Peuple franpais, convainou que I’oubli et le ra6pris des droits 
naturels de I’homme sont les seules causes des malheurs du monde, 
a r4solu d’exposer, une ddolaration solennelle, ces droits sacr4s 
et inali4nables, afin que tons les citoyens, pouvant comparer sans cesse 
les actes du gouvemement aveo le but de toute institution sodale, 
ne se laissent jamais opprimer et avilir par la tyrannie ; a£n que le 
peuple ait toujours devant les yeux les bases de sa liberty et de son 
bonheur, le magistrat la r4gle de see devoirs, le l^gislateur I’objet de 
sa mission. 

En consequence il proolame, en presence de I’i^tre supreme, la 
declaration suivante des droits da I’homme et dn oitoyen. 

Art, 1". Le but de la aoci4t6 est le bonheur commun. Le gouvome- 
ment est inatitu4 pour garantir k I’homme la joulssance de ces droits 
naturels et imprescriptibles.'' 

2. Oes droits sont l’4galit4, la liberty, la sflret4, la propri4t4, 

3. Teus les homines sont 4gaax par la nature et devant la loi. 

4. La loi eat I’expresfion libre et solennelle de la volwt4 g4n4raie ; 
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elle est la mSme pour tous, soit qu’elle protege, soit qu’elle p\inis3e ; 
elle ne pent ordonner que ce qui est juste et utile & la sooiStd ; elle 
ue pent d4f*eudre que ce qui lui est nuisible. 

5. Tons les oitoyens sont dgalement admissibles anz emplois 
publics. Les peuples libres ne connaissent d’antres motifs de pr6- 
ldrN\ce dans lours dlectious que les vertus et les talens. 

6. L% libertd est le pouvoir qui appartient d, I’homme de faire tout 
ce qui ne unit pas avus droits d’autrui : elle a pour principe la nature, 
pour regie la justice, pour sanve-garde la loi ; sa limite morale est 
dans cette maxime: Ne faia paa d un aiiire ce que tu ne veusapaa 
gut te aoit fait. 

7. Le droit de manifester sa pensde et ses opinions, soit par la 

voie de la prosse, soit de toute autre manidro, le droit de s’assembler 
paisiblement, le libre exercice des cultes, ne peuvent 3tre interdits. 
La ndcessitd d’enoncer ses droits suppose ou la presence ou le souvenir 
recent du despotisms. * 

8. La sdretd consiste dans la protection acoordde par la socidtd & 

ohacun des ses membrea pour la conservation de sa personne, de sea 
droits et de ses propridtds. ^ 

9. La loi doit protdger la libertd publique et individuelle ooa^e 
I’oppression de ceuK qui gouvernent. 

10. Nul be doit dtre accusd, arrdtd ni ddtenn, que dans les eas 
ddterc^ds par la loi et selon les formes qn’elle a prdacrites. Tout 
oitoyen appeld«ou saisi par I’autoritd de la loi, doit obdir & I’inatant; 
il se rend ooupable par la rdsistance. 

11. Toute acte ezercd centre un bomme hors des cas et sans les 
formes que le loi determine, est arbitraire et tyrannique ; celui contre 
lequel on voudrait I’exdcuter par la violence, a le droit de la repousser 
par la force. 

12. Ceux qui aolliciteraient, expddieraient, signeraient, exdouter.* 

aient on feraient exdouter des aotes arbitrairea, sont ooupableB, et 
■ doivent Stre punis. ^ 

13. Tout bomme dtant prdsumd innocent jnsqu’d ce qu’il ait dtd 
ddolard coupable, s’il est jugd indispensable de I’arrdter, touts idgueur 
qui ne serait pas ndoessaire pour s’assnrer de sa personne, dioit gtre 
sdvdrement rdprimde par la loi. 

14. Nul ne doit dtre jugd ou puni qu’aprds avoir did entendu ou 
Idgalement appeld, et qu’en vertu d’une loi promulgde antdrieurement 
an ddlit. La Id qui punirait des ddlits commis avant qu’elle exiatlLt 
serait une tyrannie ; I’elfet rdtroactii donnd d la loi serait un crime. 

15. La loi ne ddt ddeemer que des peines striotement et dvidem- 

ment ndeessaires : les peines doivent dtre proportionndea au ddlit et 
utiles d la socidtd. • 

16. Le droit de propridtd est oelai.qui appartient k tout oitoyen de 

jouir et de disposer k son grd de ses biens, de ses revenus, du fruit 
de son travail et de son industria • 
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17. Nul genre de travail, de cnltnre, de commerce, ue pent 6tre 
interdil & I’industx'ie dea citoyens. 

18. Tout homme pent engager sea services, son terns fmaia il ne 

pent Be vendre ni 6tre vendu; sa personne n’eat pas une propridtd 
alidnaMe. La loi ne connatt point de domeaticitd ; il ne pent exister 
qn’un engagement de solus et de reconnaissance entre l’homm|/^tii 
travaille et oelni qui I’emploie. ^ 

19. Nul ne pent Stre privd de la moindre portion de sa propridtd, 
sans son consentement, si ce n’est lorsque la ndcessitd pnblique 
Idgalement conaiatde I’exige, et sous la condition d’une juste et pr6- 
alable indemnity, 

20. Nulle contribution ne pent 6tre dtablie quo pour I’utilite 
g^nerale. Tons les citoyens ont droit de concourir & I’dtablissement 
des contributions, d’en surveiller I’emploi et de s’en fairs rendre 
compte. 

21. Lei secouTS publics sont une dette sacrde. La aocidte doit la 
subsistance aux citoyens malheureux, soit en leur procurant du travail, 
aoit en aasurant lea moyena d’exisier & ceux qui sont hors d’dtat de 
travailler. 

^22. L’instruotion eat le besoin de tons. La socidld doit favoriser 
de tout son pouvoir les progrea de la raison pubjique, et mettre I’in- 
struotion h. la portie de tous les citoyens. ” 

23. La garantie sooiale consists dans I’action de tons pou/ assurer 
k obacun la jouiaaance et la conservation de ses droits,^ cette garantie 
repose sur la souverainetd nationale. 

. 24. mie ne pent exister, si lea limites des fonctions publiques ne 
sont paa clairement ddtermindea pax la loi, et si la responsabilitd de 
tous les fonctionnaices n’est pas assurde. 

25. La Bonverainetd rdside dans le peuple ; elle est une et indi- 
visible, imprescriptible et inalidnable. 

26. Aucnne portion da peuple ne pent exercer la puissance du 
peuple entier ; mais cbaque section du souverain assemblde doit jouir 
du droit d’exprimer sa volontd aveo une entidre libertd. 

27. Que tout Individu qni usurperait la aouverainetd soit & I’inatant 
suis d mort par lea hommes libras. 

28. Un peuple a toujours le droit de revoir, de rdfonner et de 
changer sa constitution. Une gdneration ne pent assujdtir a ses lois 
les gdndrations futures. 

29. Cthaque oitoyen a un droit dgal de conoourir k la formation de 
la loi et k la nomination de ses mandataires ou de aes ageua. 

30. Les fonotiona pnbliquea aont eBaentiellement temporairea ; ellea 
ne peuvent dtre oonaiderdes oomme des distinctions ni oomme des 
rdoompenses, maiB comma des devoirs. 

31. Les ddlits des mandataire^du peuple et de ses agens ne doivent 
jamais dtxe impunis. bTul n’a le droit de se prdtendre plus inviolable 
que les autroa citoyens. «< 
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32. Le droit de presenter das petitions aiuc depositaries de Pau- 
torite publique ne pent, en aucun oas, §tre inteudit, suspendu rii 
limite. * 

83. La resistance & I’oppression est la consequence des antres droits 
de I’homiue. 

II y a oppression oontre le corps social, lorsqu’un seul de sea 
membijes est opprim6: il y a oppression centre chaque membre, 
lorsque le corps social est opprime. 

35. Quand le gouvarnement viole les droits dn peuple, I’insurrection 
est pour le peuple et pour ebaque portion du peuple, le plus sacre des 
droits et le plus indispensable des devoirs. 


Deolahation PREffHED TO thb'I’benoh Constitdtion OF 5 Fedoti- 

DOB, An III. (=Atra. 22, 1795): acoepieu by the People amd 

FBOOLAIMED Loi FONOAMEBTALE 1*" YeKD&UIAIBE, AB £¥. 

(Sept. 23, 1796). 

Dicl^ratimi dea Droits et dea Devoirs de V Somme et du Citcyen. 

Le peuple franqais proclame, en presence de I’lltre suprSme la 
ddclaration suivante des droits et des devoirs de I’hoinme et du 
oito^en. 

* Dboits. 

Art. 1". Les droits de Pbommo en sooidt4 sont la libertd, I’dgalite, 
la sArete, la propri4td. 

2. La libert4 consists k pouvoir fairs ce qui ne nuit pas auz 
droits d’autrui. 

3. L’egalit4 consists, en ce que la loi est la gi&me pour tons, soit 
qu’elle protege, soit qn’elle punisse. 

L’6galit4 n’admet auoj^ne distinction de naissance, ancune 
b6r6dit4 de pouvoir. 

4. La sHrete rdsulte du concours de tons pour assurer les droits de 
obaoun. 

5. La propriety est le droit de jouir et de disposer de ses Mens, 
de ses reyenus, du fruit de son travail et de son industrie. 

6. La loi est la Tolont6 gdn^rale, ezprimde par la majority 
g4n4rale des dtoyens ou de leurs r4pr6seutans. 

7. Ge qui n’est pas dSiendu par la loi ne pent lire empSobi. Nul 
ne pout §tre contraint 4 fairs ce qu’elle p’ordonne pw. 

8. STul ne pent 4tre appel4 en justiep, accuse, arr4t6, ni ditenu, que 

dans Iss cas d4termin4B par la loi, et selon les formes qu'elle a 
presorites. « 
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9. Geux qui BoUicitent, expedient, sigaent, exdcutent ou font 
executor des aotes arbitraires, sont conpablos et doivent etro panis. 

10. Toute riguour qui ne serait pas nAoessaire pour s’asfoer de la 
personne d’un prdvenu, doit Sire sdvSrement reprimee par la loi. 

11. Nnl ne peut Stre juge qu’apres avoir ete entondu ou ISgalement 
appelS. 

12. La loi ne doit dSoerner que des peines strictement nScessaires 
et proportionnees au dSlil. 

13. Tout traitemenb qui aggrave la peine dSterminSe par la loi eat 
an crime, 

14. Aucune loi, ni criminello, ni civile, ne pout avoir d’effet 
rStroactif. 

15. Tout homme peut engager son terns et ses services, mais il ne 
peut se vendre ni Sbre vendu ; sa personne u’est pas une propriStS 
aliSnable., 

16. Toute contribution est dtablie pour I’utilild gdnerale ; elle doit 
fttre rSpartio entre les contribualeB en raison de lenrs faoullds. 

17. La BonveraiuetS rSside essenti&Uement dans I’universalitd des 

oiloyena. «■ 

"18. Nul individu, nulle rSunion partielle de citoyens ne peut 
a’attribuer la souverainetS. • 

19. Hul ne peut, sans une dSltgation ISgale, exefcer aucune 

autoritd, ni remplir aucune fonotion publique. ^ 

20. Chaque oitoyen a un droit dgal de concourir, immediatement ou 
mSdiatement & la formation de la loi, & la nomination des re- 
prSsentans du peuple et des fonotionnaires publics. 

21. Les fonotions publiques no peuvent devenir la propri^td de 
ceux qui les exercent, 

22. La garantie sociale ne peut exiater si la division des pouvoirs 
n’est pas Stablie, si leurs limites ne sont pas fixees, cl si la responsa- 
bilit6 des fonctionnaires publics n’est pas assurde. 

<• Devoirs. 


Art. 1", La declaration des droits contient les obligations des 
legislateurs : le maintien de la sooid?6 demands que ceux qui la 
component oonnaissent et remplissent dgalement leurs devoirs. 

2. Tons les devoirs de I'bomme et du citoyeu ddrivent de ces deux 
principes, gravds par la natm'e dans tons les cceurs : 

' He faltes pas & autrui ce que vous ne voudriez pas qu’on vons 
fit. 


I’aites constamment aux autres le bien que vous voudriez en 
recevoir. 

3. Les obligations de chaoun envers la socidtd consistent 4 la 
ddfendre, k la servir, i vivre'soamiB aux lois, et & respecter ceux qui 
en sont lea organes. * 

4 Hul n’est bon oitoy^j^ s’il n’est bon fils, bon frdre, bon ami, bon 
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5. Nul n’est homme de bien, a’il n’est franobemeut et religieuse- 
meat observateur des lois. 

6. Celui qoi viole ouvertement les lois, se declare en etat de gnerre 
avec la sooi6t6. 

7. Celui qui, sans enfreindre les lois, les dlude par ruse ou par 
a(Lesse, blesse les iutdrSts de tous ; il se rend indigue de leur 
bienveillance et de leur estime. 

8. G’est sur le mainiion des propridtes que reposent la culture des 
terres, toutes les productions, tout moyen de travail et tout I’ordre 
social. 

9. Tout oitoyen doit aes services & la patrie et au maintien de la 
libertd. de I’dgalitd et de la propridtd, toutes les foia que la loi 
i'appelle a les ddiendre. 


Constitution ds; la JEtj^PUBUQUB Franoaisb du 4 Nov., 18^. 

• fbBambulb. 

En presence de Dieu et au nom du peuple franpais, I’Assemblde 
nationale prooteme : — 

1. La Erance s’est constitude en Bdpublique. En adoptant oettq, 
feme ddiinitive de gouvernement, eUe s’est proposd pour but de 
marober plus librement dans la vole du progres et de la civilisation, 
d’assuxer one rdpartition de plus en plus dquitable des charges et des 
avantages de la sooidtd, d’augmenter I’aisance de cbacun pat la 
rdduotion gradude des ddpenses publiques et des impOts, et de 
faire parvenir tous les oitoyens, sans nouvelle commotion, par Paction 
successive et constants des institutions et des lois, d un degrd 
toujours plus dleve de la moralitd, de Inmidres et de bien-Stre. 

2. 3ja Bdpublique frauqaist eat ddmooratiquo, une et indivisible. 

8. Elle reoonnait des droits et des devoirs antdrieurs et supdrieurs 
aux lois positives. 

4. Elle a pour principe la Libertd, I’Egalitd et la Eraternitd. Elle 
a pour base la Eamille, le Travail, la Propridtd, I’Ordre public. 

5. Elle respects les nationalitds dtrangdres, comme elle entend 
fairs respecter la sienne ; n’entreprend aucune guerre dans les vues 
de conqudte, et n’emploie jamais ses forces contre la libertd d’aucun 
peuple. 

6. Des devoirs rdciproques obligent les citoyens envers la 
Bdpublique, etla Bdpublique enversdos oitoyens. 

7. Les oitoyens doivent aimer la patrie, servir la Bdpublique, la 
ddfendre au^prix de leur vie, participer a%x charges de I’Etat en 
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proportion de lour fortune j ils doivent s'assurer, par le travail, des 
nioyeus d’existence, et par la prdvoyanoe, des ressources pour 
I’avenir ; ila doivent oonoonrir an bien-ltre oommnn en s’entr’aidant 
fraternollement les nns lea autres, et i I’ordre g^n^rul en observant 
les lois morales et les lois dorites qui rdgissent la socidtd, la famille et 
i’individn. 

8. La Edpnblique doit protdger le oitoyen dans ea personne, sa 
famille, sa religion, sa propriete, son travail, et mettre & la portde de 
cbacun I’instmction indispensable 4 tons les bommes ; elle doit, par 
une assistance fraiernelle, assurer I’existenoe des citoyens ndcossiteux, 
soit en leur procorant du travail dans les limites de ses ressources, 
soit en donnant, a ddfaut de la famille, des seoonrs & oenx qui sont 
bors d’dtat de travailler. 

En vne de I’accomplissement de tons oes devoirs, etpour la garantie 
de tons ces droits, I’Assemblde nationale, Melo anx traditions des 
grandes assemblies qui ont inangure la rdvolution fran^aise, ddcrdte, 
ainsi qu’il suit, la Gonstitutiaa de la Edpublique. 
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